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Burma's aging
literary  generation

speaks out

Interview with poet Ko
Lay (Inn Wa Gone Yee)

International
assistance in the
persecution of
Burmese citizens
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the military and
n u c l e a r
cooperation between
North Korea and B u r m a
was a “cause of serious concern”.

“We don’t understand as to
why India’s foreign policy is not
clear on Burma,” said Nagen
Saikia, a teacher of political
science in Guwahati, capital of
Assam, adding that New Delhi
should immediately make its stand
clear on the restoration of
democracy in Burma and force
Naypyitaw to end its relationship
with North Korea.

Serious concerns arose in
June 2009 when it was reported
that a North Korean freighter
destined for Burma was
suspected of carrying military
cargo in violation of UN Security
Council sanctions. As the U.S.
Navy continued to track the
freighter, it eventually returned to
North Korea rather than risk
inspection.

Like the people of Northeast

I n d i a ,
several countries in
the world want India,
which also has an
economic interest in Burma, to
lend its democratic voice against
the autocratic military junta and
to pressure Naypyitaw to end its
relationship with Pyongyang.

For the people of the
northeast, restoration of

democracy in Burma
is a m u s t .
Thousands
of people
participated in a
candlelight procession in 2007 in
Mawphlang, Meghalaya, as the
junta unleashed a reign of terror
on the Buddhist monks
demanding the restoration of
democracy in the Land of
Pagodas.

“India’s foreign policy on
Burma is not to take an active part
in the internal matters and is
primarily to find a place f or itself,
as China has practically taken
over the country,” said Pradip
Phanjoubam, editor of The Imphal
Free Press, adding that New Delhi
is keen to use the country as a
trade link to the fast-growing
ASEAN region.

Phanjoubam,
a senior journalist at
Imphal, the capital of Manipur,
said India is now desperate to end
Chinese supremacy in Burma.

When India’s Vice-President
Hamid Ansari visited Burma in
2009, he underl ined the
importance of economic
engagement between the two
countries, while also emphasizing
the need for increasing the
interaction between the Northeast

Chiang Mai –  A recently
defected former foreign ministry
employee has accused the
Burmese military regime of trying
to erase secrets of the past –
namely the assassination of then
Secretary 2 General Tin Oo, who
died in a mysterious helicopter
crash in 2001.

To cover up the plot, i t is
alleged two individuals were
recently sentenced to death,
accused of leaking state secrets
pertaining to the mil i tary
government’s ministerial visits
abroad and a network of tunnels.

Sein Lwin, a former
employee in the Burmese
embassy in Cambodia, told
Mizzima in an interview that he
does not believe that those who
were sentenced to death by the
Burmese regime in early January
leaked the information as accused

by the Burmese government.
Sein Lwin worked in the

Burmese embassy in Phnom
Penh, Cambodia, till 2004 and
also worked in the intelligence
community.

Assassination, espionage and
state secrets in military-ruled Burma

Assassination continued on page 7

New Delhi – Burma’s
military junta nurses nuclear
ambitions, though there is

insufficient evidence to prove the
regime is building a secret nuclear
reactor or facilities, finds a
leading American think-tank.

The shadowy world of
Burma’s nuclear ambitions

Mungpi

A location in central Burma that some pundits say may be part of
a clandestine nuclear program (Photo:Google Maps)

Sein Lwin, who accuses the junta
of masterminding assassinations
and arrests to cover-up state

secrets

Burma’s nukes continued on page 10

Guwahati –  It is surprising
as to why India, a leading global
torchbearer of democracy, is so
silent on Burma.

Even as pro-democracy
forces are fighting a long battle
against the despotic military
junta in Burma, New Delhi’s
si lence on Naypyitaw’s
increasingly friendly relationship
with Pyongyang has surprised a
lot of Indians, especially in
Northeast India.

People in Northeast India
have started questioning as to
why New Delhi is so quiet on
Burmese military junta activities,
and especially on its growing
relationship with North Korea.

After Burma restored
diplomatic ties with North Korea
in April 2007, the Burmese
interest to develop nuclear
technology has reportedly grown
substantially. Even U.S. Secretary
of State Hillary Clinton said
during the ASEAN Summit that
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  Inside Burma

Chiang Mai –  United Wa State Party
(UWSP) Chairman Bao Yu Xiang recently
rejected a meeting with the junta’s
Lieutenant General Ye Myint for another
round of talks on transforming the Wa
Army into a Border Guard Force (BGF).

The Wa, an ethnic group concentrated
in Burma’s extreme northeast abutting
China, maintains the country’s largest rebel
force, estimated to number some 20,000
troops.

Military Affair Security (MAS) Chief,
Lieutenant General Ye Myint, made a
request via phone in early January for a
meeting with the Wa leader, a major in
the United Wa State Army (UWSA), the
armed wing of UWSP, told Mizzima.

“Lieutenant General Ye Myint informed

Border Guard Force talks on hold,
junta and rebels at impasse

Phanida

us of his wish for a meeting over the phone.
Anyway, we must meet wi th him and talk
with him. But our Chairman cannot sit and
talk with him for a long time due to his
health condition. He can talk with him only
for a whi le,” the UWSA major said on
condition of anonymity.

Nonetheless, he added that whenever
they do meet with the junta’s
representative, they will adhere to their
nine-point proposal, delivered to the junta
in November of last year.

Lieutenant General Ye Myint contacted
the UWSP on the 5th of this month through
the Wa liaison office for a meeting with
party Chairman Bao Yu Xiang, but the reply
came that the Chairman could not come
and meet him in person, said U Sein Kyi,
assistant editor for the Shan Herald Agency
for News (SHAN), which closely monitors
activities in Shan and Sino-Burma border
areas.

“The Wa party replied to the junta’s
representative that he could come to their
party headquarters at any time, but that
the Chairman could not come and meet
him in person. The Chairman cannot go
anywhere and the Chairman himself gave
this reply,” U Sein Kyi told Mizzima.

The last meeting between junta and
UWSP representatives occurred in
November of last year. The deadline to
reach an agreement on the Border Guard
Force issue, the end of 2009, has since
expired.

U Sein Kyi said that Bao Yu Xiang
delivers an address, in Burmese and
Chinese, every morning and evening for
about ten minutes on Wa State TV – with
recent addresses stressing that the UWSA
is prepared to face any type of invasion
unleashed by the Burmese Army.

UWSP Chairman Bao Yu Xiang

New Delhi –  Despite the refusal of
armed ceasefire groups to favorably
respond to the junta’s proposal to
transform their armies into Border Guard
Forces, the situation remains tense but
calm, according to observers.

Aung Kyaw Zaw, a Sino-Burmese
border-based military analyst, told Mizzima
on January 19th that though there are no
visible tensions between the junta and
armed ceasefire groups, the junta
continues to secretly prepare for their next
move.

“They [junta] are currently silent.
They are rethinking their strategy on how
to break the ceasefire groups as it is not
as easy as they initially thought,” Aung
Kyaw Zaw speculated.

Though a few groups including the
New Democratic Army – Kachin (NDA-K)
accepted the proposal, bigger armed
groups such as the United Wa State Army
(UWSA) and Kachin Independence
Organization (KIO) have rejected the
proposal, leaving the junta’s plan stalled.

The junta earlier set a deadline of
October 2009 for all ceasefire groups to
make the necessary change, but following
the rejection of numerous groups were
forced to extend the deadline to the end
of 2009.

“They [junta]…are taking time to
rethink their strategy as they know they
cannot just use brute force to attack the
groups,” Aung Kyaw Zaw said.

Despite the deadline having expired,
the situation between the junta and armed
ceasefire groups, according to Sein Kyi,
editor of the Thailand-based Shan Herald
Agency for News (SHAN), is calm with no
signs of enhanced security from any of the
actors.

“I don’t think the junta is giving up but
it seems to me that they are stepping back
in order to take a step ahead,” Sein Kyi
said.

He said though the junta might not
conduct a major military campaign against
the ceasefire groups, the junta’s most
obvious strategy will be to try and separate
the groups so they can more easily be won
over.

In August of last year, Burmese troops
attacked the Peng Jiasheng-led Myanmar
National Democratic Alliance Army

Uneasy calm prevailing between
junta and ceasefire groups

Salai Han Thar San
(MNDAA), also known as the Kokang Army,
after successfully dividing the group into
two – a Peng Jiasheng-led faction and a
Bai Souqian-led faction.

The junta then promoted Bai Souqian
as the new leader for Kokang and termed
Peng and his group fugitives. Observers
said the incident was a typical Burmese
junta tactic to bring down ethnic armed
groups.

Following the incident, the junta was
reported to be moving a number of its
troops near UWSA controlled territory in
northern Shan State, providing speculation
that a massive war between the junta’s
troops and the UWSA, the largest armed
ceasefire group, would soon break out.

However, despite the preparations for
war by both sides and the Border Guard
Force issue left unresolved, the junta has
not shown any signs of a military campaign
against the UWSA or other ceasefire
groups, Sein Kyi said.

“I think it is unlikely the junta will launch
intensive attacks on armed ceasefire
groups, as they are busy preparing for the
2010 general election. And they might
want to deal with the ceasefire groups
later, after they ha ve completed forming a
new government,” he added.

Similarly, Naw Din, editor of the
Thailand-based Kachin News Group, said
though the KIO has refused the junta’s
Border Guard Force proposal, there are no
signs of any impending war between the
two.

“A military campaign would be the last
option for the junta, as they are now busy
preparing for the election. I think the junta
wants to shelf i t f or later,” Naw Din
explained.

But the junta is definitely not giving up
on the ceasefire groups and will sooner or
later resume tactics directed at imposing
their authori ty, he added.

But on the other side, he continued, it
will be difficult for armed ceasefire groups,
particularly the KIO, to accept the proposal,
as it would mean giving up on the cause of
their decades-old struggle.

The junta’s proposal of a Border Guard
Force would have 326 soldiers per
battalion, including 30 Burmese soldiers,
and would fall under the administration of
the Burmese Army, with all remuneration
for troops paid by the central government.

Ousted prime minister Khin Nyunt and UWSA supreme leader Pau Yu Chang

New Delhi –  A Rangoon-based
political party gearing up to contest the
junta’s planned 2010 elections, has
expressed frustration over the delay in
announcing the electoral law, as it leaves
them at sea regarding whom they can
choose as a candidate.

Cho Cho Kyaw Nyein, General
Secretary of the Democratic Party (DP),
told Mizzima that with the electoral law
still unannounced, the DP leadership is not
even sure if they can still contest the
planned election, as there will be limited
time for party formation as well as
campaigning.

“We heard the electoral law will be
announced only about three months ahead
of the polls. If that is true, it will be difficult
for us to contest. We are now rethinking
and reviewing our position,” Cho Cho Kyaw
Nyien said.

The DP is a political party formed of
veteran politicians, including Cho Cho Kyaw
Nyein, daughter of former Deputy Prime
Minister Kyaw Nyein, Than Than Nu,
daughter of former Prime Minister U Nu,
and Nay Yee Ba Swe, daughter of f ormer
minister Ba Swe.

The trio are political contemporaries
of detained Nobel Peace Laureate Aung
San Suu Kyi, as their fathers fought
alongside one another during Burma’s
independence struggle against the British.

Though Burma’s military rulers have
declared the holding of a general election,
the first to be held after two decades, they
have not specified any dates and are yet
to announce an electoral law, which will
set guidelines for prospective candidates.

“Our Chairman, Thu Wai, has
requested Senior General Than Shwe to
review their plan of announcing the
electoral law only three months ahead of
the actual poll. We have not received any
response as yet,” declared Cho Cho Kyaw
Nyein.

She said, like other political parties,
the DP also needs at least six months to a
year or more for preparation for the
election, as they need to identify who can
represent the party as well as organize a
campaign.

“At this time, we ar e not even sure
who would be eligible as a candidate,
everything is uncertain,” she said.

“And we even feel like we should drop
contesting the election. But since some of
our members think it would still be possible
for them to contest, we are now reviewing
our situation,” she added.

According to her information, the
electoral law will be announced sometime
in April and actual polls likely to be held
three months later. However, given the
junta’s secretive nature, her information
could not be independently verified.

The DP was formed in late June 2009,
comprising a 15-member Central
Executive Committee headed by Chairman
Thu Wei.

Though the ruling junta is yet to
announce an electoral law, sources said
members of the junta-backed civilian
organization Union Solidarity and
Development Association have been seen
in recent weeks taking an increasingly pro-
active role in undertaking community
development projects, which many believe
to be an effort to win the people’s trust
ahead of elections.

Frustration grows over delayed
election law

Myint Maung

Burma’s military regime has been
demanding the transformation of all
ceasefire groups into Border Guard Forces
since April 28, 2009.

The UWSA split from Communist Party
of Burma (CPB) in 1989, reaching a
ceasefire agreement with the junta the
same year.


