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  Inside Burma

Aung San Suu Kyi’s lawyers submit
final appeal

Chiang Mai –  Despite Burmese Home
Minister Major General Maung Oo having
reportedly said detained opposition leader
Aung San Suu Kyi would be freed in
November, National League for Democracy
(NLD) party leaders remain skeptical.

Major General Maung Oo on January
21st told a meeting of local officials in the
central Burma town of Kyaukpadaung that
Nobel Peace Laureate Aung San Suu Kyi
would be released in November when her
current term of house arrest is set to
expire.

But a NLD Central Executive Committee
member, Khin Maung Swe, told Mizzima
that the information could not be relied on
as it is word-of-mouth and carries no
weight because it is not an official
announcement.

“The word of mouth version is not
official unless announced at an official press
conference, or in a press statement,” Khin
Maung Swe explained.

According to a NLD member in
Kyaukpadaung, Major General Maung Oo,
during a meeting with local officials, said
the government will release Aung San Suu
Kyi in November and NLD Vice-Chairman
Tin Oo in February.

The NLD member quoted the junta

Phanida

NLD doubts junta will release party
leaders

official as saying, “the military is not a dirty
government, and i t is not crazy for power.
Tin Oo will be released first and Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi will be released in November.”

Though Tin Oo completes six years of
house arrest on February 13th, and Aung
San Suu Kyi completes 18 months house
arrest in November, observers said the
remark does not carry any significance.

A journalist in Rangoon, following the
news, said, “Both Tin Oo and Aung San
Suu Kyi should have been released by now.
And even if they are released in keeping
with their sentences, it does not have any
significance.”

He said releasing Aung San Suu Kyi in
November would be in keeping with the
junta’s plan, as it would have already
completed the election or it would be too
late for her if the junta holds elections in
December.

Tin Oo, retired Commander-in-Chief
of the Burmese Army, was arrested along
with Aung San Suu Kyi after being attacked
by a junta-backed mob during a political
tour in the upper Burma town of Depayin
in May 2003.

He was then sent to Kale Prison in
Sagaing Division in upper Burma and later
transferred to Rangoon in 2004, where he
has since been kept under house arrest.

Mungpi

First Burmese female pilots take to
the skies

Hnin Oo Wai and May Cho Win (fourth & fifth from left), the first two Burmese female
pilots

training course at the Integrated Aviation
Academy (IAA) in Malaysia and received
their commercial pilots licenses in August
2009.

“The two female pilots from Myanmar
[Burma] completed their studies at the
Integrated Aviation Academy in August
2009 and have gone back to Myanmar
[Burma] to work wi th Air Bagan,” I di
Najeem Bin Khairuddin, Marketing &
Communication Executive at IAA, told
Mizzima.

Khairuddin added that another
Burmese woman is still training at the
academy and after completing the final
phases of her studies will receive her
license in March 2010.

An official at Air Bagan, owned
privately by Burmese business tycoon
Tayza, told Mizzima that the two women
have begun working as co-pilots and will
be promoted to the rank of captain after
completing the necessary flight hours as

co-pilots.
A pilot from Air Bagan, who spoke on

condition of anonymity, told Mizzima that
the ladies were groomed first as air
hostesses before being sent at the
company’s expense to attend the aviation
academy.

“They will become the first women
pilots in Burma,” added the pi lot.

According to him, a commercial pilot
needs a minimum of 200 hours of flight
time during their training course before
they are ready to be awarded a license.

Air Bagan, owned by Tayza, a close
associate and business partner of Burmese
military Supremo Senior General Than
Shwe, launched its Rangoon-Chiang Mai,
Thailand route earlier this month.

Bes ides  A i r  Bagan,  Myanmar
Airways Internat ional  (MAI) ,  the
country’s national flag carrier, is the
only other Burmese airline operating
international ly.

U Kyi Win, lawyer for detained
pro-democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi

New Delhi – As the first female pilots
in Burma, two women, after completing
commercial pilot courses from Malaysia,

Khaing Suu have begun operating flights as co-pilots
with Air Bagan.

The two women, Hnin Oo Way and
May Cho Win, completed a two-year

Khin Maung Swe, spokesman of detained pro-democracy leader Aung San Suu
Kyi's National League for Democracy party (photo:AP)

New Delhi – Lawyers of detained
Burmese pro-democracy leader Aung San
Suu Kyi on Tuesday, January 12th, met wi th
her as part of their preparation to submit
a final argument in their appeal to the
Supreme Court against her sentence,
according to her lawyers.

Kyi Win, a member of Aung San Suu
Kyi’s defense team, said he along with
fellow Supreme Court Advocate Nyan Win
visited the Burmese Nobel Peace laureate
at her lakeside villa on Rangoon’s
University Avenue and discussed the
appeal against her sentence.

“She [Aung San Suu Kyi] is in good
health. We discussed our final argument
to be submitted to the Supreme Court on
January 18th,” Kyi Win explained.

The pro-democracy leader’s lawyers
had filed a petition with the Supreme Court
over the sentence handed down to her by
a District Court last year on charges of

violating her previous detention
regulations.

Aung San Suu Kyi is currently serving
an 18 month suspended sentence handed
down in August, a sentence halved by
special order from Burma’s military Head-
of-State Senior General Than Shwe.

Following the verdict, her legal team
filed a petition at the Divisional Court,
arguing the innocence of the defendant and
asking for acquittal. But the Divisional Court
upheld the District Court’s decision.

The Supreme Court, currently hearing
the appeal, set January 18th as the deadline
for the defense to submit their final
argument.

According to Kyi Win, the Supreme
Court could overrule the District Court’s
decision and acquit the accused or order a
revision of the case. But it can also refuse
to consider the appeal and uphold the
lower court’s decision.

“We are arguing that Aung San Suu
Kyi is innocent and thus should be
acquitted,” Kyi Win said.

The Burmese opposition figure was
found guilty by the District Court for
allegedly allowing an American, John
Yettaw, into her house in early May, which
amounted to a violation of her detention
law.

But the defense counsel is arguing that
the charges were based on laws no longer
in effect. The charges, according to the
defense, were based on the 1947
constitution, which has been defunct since
the present military government assumed
power in a 1988 military coup.

Several observers, meanwhile, have
come out to publicly label the charges a
‘sham’ and pretext to keep the opposition
leader under detention and away from the
public scene in 2010, as the ruling junta gears
up to conduct a general election as part of
their seven-step roadmap to democracy.
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Guwahati –  Activists and journalists
in Northeast India are preparing to hold a
symposium on the planned elections in
Burma scheduled for later this y ear.

Burma Center Delhi, a group
comprising Burmese and Indian activists,
along with journalists from Forum of
Assam, are to hold a consultation meeting
to discuss probable implications stemming
from the general election in Burma.

Though the Burmese junta has
announced it will hold a general election
this year as part of its seven-point roadmap
to democracy, it is yet to announce a date,
leaving observers and critics to speculate
that the junta wants to give minimum
preparation time to opposition candidates.

The symposium will be held on January
30th at the Press Club of Guwahati, capital
of India’s Northeastern state of Assam.
Burmese activists including Members of
Parliament elect from the exile-based
National Coalition Government of Union of
Burma (NCGUB) will join the discussion.

The constitutional referendum held in
May 2008 as part of the junta’s seven-step
roadmap to democracy was widely ridiculed
as a sham by critics after a reported 90
percent of voters registered in favor of the

document.
M. Kim, a prospective Burmese

participant, said, “ A referendum or
election without basic civil rights and
political freedom is unfair.”

“It is unrecognizable unless political
parties are allowed to freely exercise
[their rights], political prisoners are
released and there is a cessation of
systematic human rights abuses and
criminal hostilities against ethnic groups,”
he put forth.

As the junta has yet to announce an
electoral law, many political parties are
discouraged from participating, claiming
they will face an unfair time constraint.

With the junta apparently turning a
deaf ear to such pleas, critics speculate it
plans to use the election to legitimize their
role and cement their rule.

As such, activists and journalists in
Northeast India are forced to think of the
probable implications that the junta’s
election could have for them and India.

Organizers said the theme of the
consultation meeting is to better
understand the junta’s constitution and
election, to strengthen people to people
relationships and create space for
generating dialogue and action amongst
concerned peoples of the region.

Indian activists to brainstorm
Burmese junta’s intentions

Mithu Choudhury

New Delhi –  Indian Home Secretary
Gopal K. Pillai traveled to Burma on January
18th for bilateral secretary level talks
commencing the following day in the
Burmese capital of Naypyitaw.

G.K Pillai and his Indian delegation met
with a Burmese team led by Deputy Minister
for Home Affairs, Brigadier General Phone
Swe.

The talks are largely believed to have
been a continuation of previous matters
discussed in secretary level talks,
according to an official from the Joint-
Secretary Office within the Indian Home
Ministry.

The previous meeting occurred
between Brigadier General Phone Swe’s
delegation and then Indian Home Secretary

Shri Madhukar Gupta in India’s capital of
New Delhi in March 2008.

The talks covered various issues
including security, drug tr afficking and
border management.

Both countries agreed to strengthen
cooperation in areas of security and border
management along their common 1,643
kilometer border, known as a porous
international crossing and common route
for the smuggling of arms, drugs and
counterfeit currency.

According to the I ndian Home Ministry,
the Assam Rifles presently have 31
battalions deployed for counter-insurgency
in India’s northeast and 15 more for
guarding the I ndo-Burmese border.

Recently, it was announced that the
Assam Rifles are planning to increase the
number of battalions deployed for border
security to 26.

Moreover, I ndian External Affairs
Minister S M Krishna raised the issue of
northeast Indian insurgent groups allegedly
operating out of Burmese territory on the
sidelines of the 12th Ministerial Meeting of
the Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-
Sectoral Technical and Economic
Cooperation (BIMSTEC) held in Naypyitaw
in December of last year.

New Delhi previously decided on the
construction of a border fence in Moreh in
India’s northeastern state of Manipur,
which shares a border with Sagaing
Division and Chin State in northwest
Burma.

Indian Home Secretary visits Burma

Salai Pi Pi

Exiled Member of Parliament-elect Dr. Tint Swe and activist M. Kim
with Indian journalists

Mithu Choudhury

Guwahati – Indian tourists are gearing
up to visit military-ruled Burma, passing
overland through the border in Manipur,
India, organizers of the package tour
announced have announced.

The Indo-Myanmar Fraternal Alliance
(IMFA), a NGO based in the Manipuri capital
of Imphal, told journalists on January 28th
at the Guwahati Press Club in Northeast
India’s state of Assam that they are
arranging a package tour from the
Northeast India to Burma’s ancient capital
of Mandalay.

R.K.Shivachandra, President of IMFA,
said the tour will cross the border at Moreh
and will not require participants to go
through the hassle of first obtaining visas
from Kolkata.

Shivachandra said IMFA is organizing
the trip, to leave in March, in collaboration
with Diamond Palace Tourism in Burma,
with at least 70 people from Manipur and
Nagaland already booked.

“Meities [Manipuris] have their own
blood and brothers in Myanmar [Burma].
The same holds true for the Nagas. We
appeal to the people of Assam to also join
us as Tai Ahoms have very close links with
the Shans,” expounded Shivachandra.

“Media persons can come too, but they
have to book themselves as tourists, else
they will not be allowed to travel inside
Myanmar [Burma]. In all we are expecting
around 200 to 250 members to register
for this trip ,” he added.

The IMFA President said the trip is to
begin from Imphal and travel through the
Burmese towns of Tamu, Kalewa and
Monywa before finally reaching Mandalay.

The seven-day trip costs 12,000 rupees
(US$ 260) per head and includes food, 3
Star Hotel accommodation, cruises and
entertainment.

“But if there is demand…we can
arrange a day-long trip to Hsipaw (250

kilometers from Mandalay), the place of
the Shans, for our Assamese brothers,” he
added.

The initial tour is intended to assist in
charting future routes, as several
possibilities exist for travel all the way to
China’s Yunnan province.

“Strong friendship and trade and
economic relations can be fostered
between Northeast India and Myanmar
[Burma] and neighboring countries like
Thailand and China through people to
people movement, understanding and
collaboration. Opening of the border for
tourism will pave the way for this
understanding,” argued Shivachandra.

IMFA has also appealed to the Manipur
government to allow Buddhist tourists from
Burma and other Southeast Asian countries
wishing to go to Bodh Gaya in Bihar, place
of Buddha’s enlightenment, to pass through
the Moreh-Imphal land route via Assam.
Utilizing the land route would save Burmese
pilgrims considerable cost in transportation.

Indian tourists to travel overland to
Mandalay

Dhaka –  Local authorities in Cox’s
Bazaar have arrested a number of illegally
settled Burmese in Bangladesh.

At least 30 Burmese nationals were
arrested in Cox’s Bazaar between January
2nd and 4th.

“Yesterday, a rickshaw puller was
checked by the police. When he could not
produce the necessary documents and
identity card, he was arrested and his
rickshaw seized,” an eyewitness in Cox’s
Bazaar told Mizzima on January 4th.

“The arrested Burmese are detained
in Cox’s Bazaar jail. They are charged with
illegal stay in the country,” said police MD
Arbu Kalam of the Cox’s Bazaar police
station.

There are over 150 Burmese detained
in Cox’s Bazaar jail, estimated Haradon,
who runs a betel shop in front of the jail.

The crackdown came in the wake of
Bangladesh-Burma foreign secretary level
talks in Dhaka on December 29th, at which
time the junta agreed to take back 9,000
Rohingya refugees living in Bangladesh.

Previously, illegal Burmese nationals
staying in Bandarban District and some
villages in Taknaf Township were arrested.
They were handed over to Bangladesh
Rifles, which deported them to Burma. But
now the arrested Burmese are being
charged with i llegal entry.

In the past, many Burmese were

arrested for illegal stay in the country.
However, even after they served their
sentence, most of them remained in jail
because of the procedural delay in
verifying whether they were citizens or
not.

Burmese in Cox’s Bazaar are anxious
and maintaining a low profile because of
the crackdown.

“We can only worry and be scared. I
have not gone out for three days and dare
not to do my job, making it difficult to earn
a living if this goes on. I am thinking of
finding a job in a fishing boat, where I
don’t need to be af raid of the pol ice,” Kofil
Arlan, a Burmese migrant in Cox’s Bazaar,
told Mizzima.

Kofil Arlan, who is a rickshaw puller,
came from Buthidaung Township in
Arakan State in 1991. After he was denied
refugee status by the UNHCR in the
Kutupalong refugee camp in Ukiya, he
came to Cox’s Bazaar to eke out a living.

There were similar crackdowns
against illegal Burmese nationals in
Bandarban and Taknaf at the close of
2009.

An estimated 50,000 Burmese who
have fled Arakan state in Burma are living
illegally in Cox’s Bazaar, according to Tin
Soe, Assistant Editor of the Bangladesh-
based Kaladan Press. Most of them survive
by working as rickshaw pullers, on fishing
boats and on construction sites.

Bangladesh cracks down on illegal
Burmese in Cox’s Bazaar

Nyein Chan



February 2010 Vol.8   No. 2

page 5

 Regional

Opium poppy cultivation in Burma is
surging again in areas controlled by the
country’s military, according to a r eport
just publ ished. More alarmingly, drug
addiction is skyrocketing in areas where
opium is now being produced while the
cultivation of poppy is also killing the
traditional tea industry in parts of northern
Burma.

The amount of land being used to grow
opium poppy in Burma’s northern Shan
State has jumped five-fold in the past three
years to more than 4,500 hectares,
according to the report released by the
Palaung Women’s Organization (PWO), a
rights group based in Thailand. The
group’s report focuses on two areas,
Namkham and Mantong in Shan State near
the border with China, which are
predominantly Palaung and firmly under
the control of the Burmese army.

The findings in “Poisoned Hills”, based
on field assessments and interviews over
the last two years, supports other recent
research, including reports from the UN’s
own anti-drugs agency, United Nations
Office for Drugs and Crime (UNODC) which
suggests that Burma is re-emerging as the
world’s second largest producer of illicit
opium.

“The notorious Golden Triangle is back
with a vengeance,” Luway Daug Jar, the
research coordinator, told Mizzima. “And
it’s the ordinary villagers who are
suffering,” she added.

Shan State is a multi-ethnic area
dominated by Chinese ethnic groups,
including several rebel armies. It borders
China to the north, Laos to the east and
Thailand to the south, making it the center
of the r enowned Golden Triangle.

The PWO also accuses Burmese
authorities, army leaders and pro-
government militia of encouraging the
boom in opium cultivation so they can
extort funds from the farmers in order to
maintain the army and prepare for this
year’s planned elections.

The government tightly controls the
price of tea, deliberately keeping it low and
preventing any increase in the price,
according to the Palaung organization.
“This forces the farmers to turn away
from growing tea to opium poppy
cultivation,” explained Luway Daug Jar.

“Palaung people growing opium have
to pay a massive tax to the local authorities,
so that the soldiers leave their crops
alone,” said Lway Nway Hnoung, the
report’s principal researcher.

“Today, the r egime’s troops and
militias are everywhere. The army
completely controls the local economy,” she
told Mizzima.

During the 2007-08 poppy season
more than 37 million kyat was collected in
bribes from the 28 villages in the area,
according to the r eport. “Families in these
villages have to pay-off the soldiers
regularly to leave them and their crops
alone,” said Lway Nway Hnoung. “Some
families paid as much as 200,000 kyat over
the year,” she told Mizzima when pressed
to substantiate these figures.

According to the reports’ claims, the
families growing poppy in these villages
are paying on average 30,000 kyat each a
year to the soldiers or the equivalent of
US$ 30. “The poppy farmers are paying
anything from 50,000 kyat [$50] to 4.8
million kyat [$4 ,800],” according to field
research in Poison Hills. “The people not
only have to pay money, but have to
provide food – including precious chickens
and pork – to the soldiers who come to
inspect the poppy fields,” said Luway Daug
Jar.

It all places an increased burden on
poppy farmers who do not earn a massive

income from their crop.
In the Wa areas, before opium

cultivation ceased in 2005 most poppy
farmers earned less than US$ 300 a year
from the opium resin they produced,
according to hundreds of poppy producers
interviewed by Mizzima at the time. And
they needed that money to purchase rice
in the period before the harvest, buy
clothes for their families and procure
medicine. Precious little cash was left at
the end of each year. So the new burden
of taxation on these poppy farmers is likely
to only push them to continue to increase
the area under cultivation.

“It ’s a balloon-affect,” Kuensai Jaiyen,
editor of the Shan Herald Agency for News
and expert of drug production in northern
Burma, told Mizizma. “The increase
militarization in Shan State is encouraging
an increase in opium cult ivation
everywhere the Burmese army is in
control,” he said.

This recent reported increase in opium
cultivation follows a period of dramatic
decline in heroin production, after the main
ethnic rebel groups involved in opium
production all ceased cultivation under
pressure from both the Burmese and
Chinese authorities. Most of them entered
ceasefire pacts with the Burmese some
twenty years ago and at the time had been
given permission to pursue their illicit trade
for a few years as an incentive. But under
international pressure in the mid-nineties
the junta began to try to curb opium
cultivation.

The two bigger ethnic groups, the
Kokang and the Wa, stopped poppy
production in 2002 and 2005, respectively,
after a Chinese crackdown on heroin
smuggling because of the enormous leap
in drug addiction and HIV infections in
China’s southern provinces bordering
Burma.

But poppy cultivation has re-emerged
elsewhere in Shan State, according to
both the Palaung group, UNODC and other
informed sources. “Opium cultivation has
sprung up in areas that were previously
poppy-free,” said Kuensai. “The level of
poppy cultivation has returned to the old
levels in Shan State,” he said. It is
flourishing in northern and southern Shan
State, spreading to Kachin State and
further west to Arakan and Chin areas,
according to Kuensai.

The reports’ most fr ightening
revelation though was its exposure of the
increase in drug addiction in areas that
have recently turned to opium cultivation.

In the villages surveyed in Mantong,
more than three out of every four males
over the age of 15 was addicted to either
opium or heroin. For Mantong as a whole
they an estimated 85 percent of men are
drug addicts – nearly doubling in the last
three years. Curiously, they f ound that very
few women, only or tow, are addicts, Lway
Nway Hnoung told Mizzima.

In Namkham, drug addiction was
reported to be less than 50 percent but
has still increased nearly four-fold over the
last three years.

“As long as this military r egime
remains in power, drugs will continue to
poison people in Burma and the region,”
said Lway Nway Hnoung.

Opium production rending the fabric
of ethnic communities

Larry Jagan

Salai Pi Pi

New Delhi –  The Supreme Court of
India’s decision to stay the central
government’s move to de-recognize 44
deemed universities comes as a balm to
students, including Burmese monks,
studying at Nalanda University in Bihar
state.

Indasara, a Burmese monk studying
at the Nava Nalanda Mahavihara Deemed
University, told Mizzima on January 26th
that most students welcomed the Supreme
Court’s order a of day previously, halting
an attempt to strip deemed status from
44 universities across India.

“We are pleased with the Supreme
Court’s decision as they [heads of
universities] found time to put in place the
necessary number of professors, which
was the main reason for Nalanda being
put on the l ist,” said I ndasara.

Indasara said students at Nalanda
University, a popular learning center f or
Buddhist doctrines and Pali in India, are
awaiting the r e-opening of the university,

which was closed since the preceding
week when the central government
announced its plan to strip it off its deemed
university status.

On January 25th, Justices Dalveer
Bhandari and AK Patnaik of the Supreme
Court issued a status quo order, after
counsel argued that the government’s plan
to de-recognize the deemed status of
universities will make the future of
students uncertain.

“Nothing will happen to your institutions
and your students till we dispose of the
matter,” I ndian media reports quoted
Justice Bhandari as saying.

The Supreme Court also ordered each
of the 44 deemed universities to have its
say on the issue and adjourned the matter
till the next hearing, scheduled for March
8th.

The Human Resource Development
Ministry of India had wanted to de-
recognize the deemed status of 44
Universities across India, including Nava
Nalanda Mahavihara University, arguing the
institutions lacked infrastructure and
expertise.

The decision sparked widespread
protests by nearly two lakh students from
the 44 universities across India.  Over 80
students, including Burmese monks at
Nalanda University, held a protest rally in
front of the office of the university accusing
the Vice-Chancellor of failing to focus on
the development of the institution and
demanding his resignation.

Nalanda University has nearly 600
students, including 97 Burmese, studying
mostly Buddhist religious doctrine and Pali
language.

Indian Supreme Court halts
university de-recognition move

New Delhi –  The Ministry of Sports in
Naypyitaw has denied reports saying Burma
is the confirmed host of the Southeast
Asian (SEA) Games for 2013.

The Soccer Myanmar and 7 Days News
websites in Burma recently reported Burma
had agreed to host the 2013 SEA Games,
citing a high level official from the Myanmar
Federation of Football (MFF).

“The news saying we had decided to
host the 2013 SEA Games is not true. Our
department has not yet issued any official
statement. We must reply to the SEA
Games organizing committee at a meeting
to be held in April in Indonesia. Only at
that time will we be able to confirm this
news,” a senior of ficer from the Ministry
of Sports in Naypyitaw told Mizzima.

An official from the MFF Information
Department added, “This case can be
confirmed only by the Sports Ministry. Since
soccer is only one of the events in the
Games, it is not official even if MFF
confirms the news.”

An official from the Myanmar Olympic
Committee told the Eleven journal that after
Singapore refused to host the competition,
other member countries urged Burma to
step in and take the lead.

In news reported on the Soccer
Myanmar and 7 Day News websites,
Burma was said to have confirmed hosting
the Games on the 16th of January, with
Naypyitaw the venue of choice.

Domestic sports columnist Ko Ko Gyi
says Burma is in position to host the event.

“Myanmar [Burma] is in position to host
the SEA Games. Previously, Myanmar
[Burma] twice hosted the competition.
Moreover, there are three years till it
commences and it will be possible to host
the Games if i t is determined to do so ,” he
said.

Rangoon hosted the Southeast Asian
Peninsula Games (SEAP), the forerunner
to the SEA Games, in both 1961 and 1969.
In 1961, Burma won 104 medals, including
35 gold, while totaling 149 medals,
including 57 gold, in 1969 – standing first
in each competition.

The sports columnist, however, said if
Burma is to host the games it still needs to
build grounds, stadiums and hostels for
athletes, along with hiring qualified foreign
coaches to train the athletes.

“Now it’s been 40 years from the last
Games we hosted, so it will benefit the
domestic tourism industry and can breed
smart athletes too. The main point is the
country’s pride and dignity by hosting such
Games,” explained Ko Ko Gyi.

Max Myanmar Construction Company
is currently building the 30,000 seat Zabu
Thiri Stadium, along with another stadium
of equal proportions, in the country’s new
administrative capital of Naypyitaw. A
foundation laying ceremony for the
structures was held on the 13th of January
at the 66-acre site for Zabu Thiri Stadium.

Salai Han Thar San

Burma’s hosting of SEA games not
yet decided

Nava Nalanda Mahavihara University

Spectators at last year’s 25th Southeast Asian Games in Laos



February 2010 Vol.8   No. 2

page 6

Editorial/Commentary

TheMizzima Journal

Editorial
february    2 0 10

Mizzima News – Commissioned
officers in the Tatmadaw (Burma's Armed
Forces) enjoy more rights and benefits than
other ranks while also enjoying the highest
decision making power in the areas of the
administrative, executive and the judiciary.

Generally, it takes one year for a 2nd
Lieutenant to be promoted to Lieutenant
and three years from Lieutenant to Captain.
Second Lieutenant to Captain positions are
designated in the Tatmadaw as junior
officers, while Majors and officiating Major
ranks with the current rank of Captain are
classified as mid-level officers. Senior
officers in the Tatmadaw are those with a
rank of Lieutenant Colonel and above.

Junior officers such as platoon
commanders and company commanders
with the rank of 2nd Lieutenant to Captain
treat each other like siblings by using terms
such as ‘younger brother’ and ‘elder
brother ’. The 2nd-in-command of a
battalion must be addressed as ‘Ah Ba Lay’
(Little Uncle) and officers above the level
of Regional Command Commanders must
be addressed as ‘Ah Ba Gyi’ (Big Uncle).
The present military dictators introduced
‘Ah Ba’ into the lexicon of the armed f orces,
which was never used previously.

Newly appointed 2nd Lieutenants who
graduated from the officer academy are
frequently filled with anxiety and worry
regarding their insignia falling from their
shoulders. If new off icers bully
subordinates and misuse their authority,
the senior platoon Sergeant and Lance
Corporal will test the newly appointed
officers in the frontline. With senior non-
commissioned officers staying in the back,
the junior officers have to try to integrate
theory learnt in the academy with the
ground reality of the frontline – without
the cooperation of veteran non-
commissioned officers.

When these new officers encounter
enemy fire, most are scared, shocked and
do not know how to react, dropping their
heads to the ground. If this happens,
subordinates will lose respect in their
commander and start defying orders.
However, i f new junior commanders
respond to the ground reality of the
battlefield calmly and bravely, they can
easily win the respect and affection of
subordinates.

The main point for junior commanders
is their relationship with their troops. If they
use harsh words, relations will certainly
be strained in dealings with subordinates.
They cannot win respect, trust and
affection until they can prove to low ranking
soldiers their bravery, determination,
selflessness and generosity.

The worst thing in the army is
unnecessary intervention by young officers
into the work of subordinate non-
commissioned officers, such as in
preparing the roster for day-to-day duty
for such activities as railroad lookout and
road security. Sometimes they even exploit
rations, both financially and nutri tionally.
They sometimes order soldiers to do their
personal work. They are even known to
control and restrict pass-out rights.
Through these high-handed tactics, young
commanders face growing tension with the
troops.

Furthermore, sometimes young
officers object to the drinking of army rum
by their platoon Sergeant. But these young
officers themselves consume rum though
they object to subordinates drinking.
Sometimes new graduates from the
academy unnecessarily tighten the rules.
Such trivial things can grow into big

problems.
In the battlefield, young officers

occasionally oppose orders given by more
experienced non-commissioned officers
intended to try and save their soldiers from
surprise engagements.

Similarly, when an army column is at
a stopover and is communicating with the
higher unit on wireless, experienced non-
commissioned officers usually arrange a
lookout and scout duty for security
reasons. However, newly graduated officers
may object, and order for an alternate
lookout at shorter distances, claiming the
tiredness and exhaustion of the column.
But non-commissioned officers confront the
junior officers and insist on it being done
their way from their experience, raising
tensions even higher. Sometimes company
commanders have to intervene in the
growing tension between platoon
commanders (young officers) and their
non-commissioned officers.

Furthermore, i t  is sometimes
imperative that newly graduated officers
be sent directly to their platoon instead of
spending a period of time at headquarters,
making for an immediate tense situation
in dealing with subordinates based on
misunderstandings. And with the ever-
growing number of newly established
battalions, this trend is only enhanced. If
decent food is not forthcoming, for
example, these young officers may not be
able to control themselves, asking for more
rations from non-commissioned officers at
company headquarters. At such times,
non-commissioned officers encounter a
disappointing and difficult situation in
dealing with young officers.

Some young officers, especially near
the frontline, do not want to carry their
own backpacks and send orderlies and
batmen to company headquarters to
arrange for porters. In fact, if young
officers would carry their backpacks
themselves on the frontline, they could
easily win the respect and trust of
subordinates. Likewise, by fulfilling just the
basic needs of soldiers, such as cheroots,
liquor and vegetables, they can easily win
affection and respect.

On the other hand, young officers know
well how non-commissioned officers and
soldiers receive poor training at the training
schools. They get angry when poorly trained
subordinates do not show due respect to
them by underestimating them for their
youth. Battles and engagements with the
enemy have been declining, so that the
esprit de corps among members of the
armed forces is diminishing – with less and
less room for mutual understanding and
compromise.

While corporal punishment for soldiers
who violate rules is better than writing in
their service book and imprisoning them,
nevertheless, some punished soldiers
object to their corporal punishment,
nurturing deep resentment. Officers should
give corporal punishment only when they
save lives on the frontline, which will
generate a feeling of respect in return.
Otherwise, this sort of punishment will be
counterproductive. Sometimes they should
ignore punishment even if severe violations
are committed. It should be left to non-
commissioned officers to handle such
cases.

Under such immense social hardships
and unbearable oppression between ranks,
the Tatmadaw is becoming a ticking time
bomb, full of discontent and dissatisfaction.
In this present situation, unity within the
armed forces is becoming weaker and
weaker by the day.

in this way, we know wel l what ‘dad’ you
mean. You mean General Ne Win? (military
leader of Burma from 1962 to 1988) Oh
my god! It’s not true. We are not
politicians. If you want to elect me as a
Member of Parliament, I’ ll say ‘No’. If y ou
want me to be Prime Minister, I don’ t know
how to be Prime Minister.

Q: Do you think many writers and
poets are facing similar difficulties in
today’s Burma?

A: All artists who are not on the side
of them (junta) are in trouble. All of them
are really upset and disappointed. Like I
said to you before, they will find fault in
your work by using a magnifying glass.
They will assume the words and phrases
in a different way and with suspicion. But
the current situation is worse than before.
Previously they just inked out and tore out
pages. Now they will even arrest you. They
are eccentric and awkward persons.

Q: What would you like to say
regarding the censorship board?

A: It should not exist at all. How can
there be censorship in a democratic society
and democratic country? Why do they need
it? What are their functions? Daily papers
must have deposit money remitted to the
government account. If they oppose the
government, they can forfeit this deposit
money. If they lose this money f requently,
the administrator of the paper will control

their paper themselves. Moreover, they
(authorities) can sue them at court with a
defamation suit. There are many ways to
control them. If you make any wrongdoing,
you must face the music. The writers must
have freedom in their creation.

Q: How important is Mandalay in
Burma’s literary circle?

A: If I wer e Education Minister, I
would convert Mandalay University into the
Culture and Arts University. I’d send al l
science disciplines to Rangoon University.
You see, Pin Ya and Inn Wa are around
here. In the north, there is Sagaing.
Amarapura is close to Mandalay. So I wish
to establish a State Cultural and Arts
University near Mandalay University.

Q: What sort of responsibilities
do writers and poets have in
fomenting changes in the country?

A: We are the people of the country.
We must speak our voices. We must
express our voices. We must express our
wills and desires. But we don’t have such
rights to do so. But I’m still happy now.
Now we have [exile] free media that can
point out their (the junta’s) mistakes and
wrongdoings. There is your Mizzima News
Agency. There are many more such news
agencies such as VOA, BBC, RFA, DVB,
Irrawaddy and Khitpyaing (New Era). I feel
happy for having such free media for our
country now. There are many people
working on our side. Now we can present
what we would like to.

Interview with poet continued from page  8

The Burmese junta is in the process
of simultaneously conducting the
privatization of many state-owned
enterprises in various sectors such as
industry, commerce, hotels and tourism,
cooperative society, information, l ivestock
and fishery, energy, tr ansportation and
telecommunications.

Though they have championed the
slogan of “changing to a market economy
system” for over 20 years, it is odd to see
how energetically they are conducting
such privatization efforts only now.

Though they contend the urgent and
simultaneous privatization of many state-
owned enterprises in necessary in
anticipation of transferring administrative
responsibilities to a newly elected
government following the planned general
election, this new administration will likely
be filled by the same men minus the
uniforms. Thus, reform as it is being
conducted has little chance for success.

Instead, it is just the expansion of
nepotism and cronyism through the selling
of state-owned assets and natural
resources exploited by a handful of inner
circle beneficiaries. Rather than to the
benefit of the majority of the people, the
privatization drive aims merely at the
creation of business opportunities for the
generals, their cronies and protégés.

Bidding invitations are just for show,
with cronies of the junta certain to win all
lucrative contracts, the spoils divided up

among a predetermined select group.
The junta’s crony business associates
have been preparing for just such a
handover for many months, long before
the recent announcements of
privatization plans.

The likelihood of political reform
through the general election is very thin.
The number of political prisoners
increased in 2009 along with additional
incidents of long prison terms being
handed down to journal ists. Further,
restrictions on the movements of political
parties and organizations, including
freedom of organization, continue to be
enforced, uncovering the true nature and
color of the junta.

It is ironic that Burma, under the
generals’ directives, can be said to be
adopting a democratic system without the
release of prisoners of conscience.

Though it is necessary to expand the
private sector in the economy through
the selling of state-owned enterprises to
make them more competit ive,
transparency and accountability are also
crucial and essential.

Moreover, along with the priv atization
drive comes an increased possibility for
job loss as well as diminishing labor
rights.

If anybody expects better statewide
development through the present privatization
scheme, they surely misunderstand the
motivation and aims of the ruling junta.

Nepotism and cronyism reaching
new heights
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Q. What do you think of the
recent death sentences for two
officials accused of leaking secret
documents?

Ans: Starting from July 2009, the Head
of Military Affairs Security (MAS) issued
orders to newly appointed intelligence
officers in Naypyitaw to find out details of
the leakage.

The new intelligence officers had to
find scapegoats for the temporary
satisfaction of Lieutenant General Ye Myint,
the chief of MAS. If the two men could be
blamed for blowing the whistle, there
would be no more news regarding the
transfer of staff members to embassies and
abroad.

The dictators may hope that by giving
the death penalty to the whistle blowers it
will stop others. But sooner or later there
wil l  be more news and pictures
disseminated to the public until the regime
is changed.

Q. Can you tell us about former
army Major Win Naing Kyaw (a friend
of Zaw Tun Oo, son of General Tin Oo)
and how he was arrested?

Ans: He was working and living in
Phnon Penh, Cambodia. He was traced by
Brigadier General Than Han of the Military
Attaché office in the Burmese embassy in
Cambodia. He did not know that he was
being watched. He knew his then boss,
Lieutenant General Tin Oo, former
Secretary 2 of SLORC (State Law and
Order Restoration Council, the previous
name of the junta), was assassinated in
2001. So, the general (Than Han) used
one stone to kill two birds. Win Naing Kyaw
was changing to the side of democracy

activists and one day, if he revealed the
details of the conspiracy, the current batch
of generals would lose the support of the
new generation within the Army.

He (Win Naing Kyaw) came back [to
Burma] in early December 2009. MAS
arrested him at Rangoon’s Mingalardon
airport. To be honest I w as not in Burma,
but according to my sources MAS found
on him pictures of tunnels and of General
Shwe Mann’s North Korea trip. But the true
reason is that more secret files of former
Secretary 2 were stored in his laptop.

Q. How can you tell that he is not
the one who leaked the secret files
to the exile media?

Ans. Win Naing Kyaw is not from the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA). His last
post was Director of the Foreign Economic
Relations Department in the Ministry of
National Planning. He quit his post around
2004-05 as he got a job wi th a UN agency.

In MOFA, cases are usually copied to
the Office of the Chief of Staff of the
Defense and Intelligence Services as well
as the Head Office of Home Affairs. The
John Yattaw case, for instance, was like
this.

Q. The junta sentenced to death
not only Win Naing Kyaw but also
Thura Kyaw, a clerk in the Foreign
Ministry. The files may have come from
Thura Kyaw. What do you say?

Ans. Even though the case file was
from Thura Kyaw’s office room, there are
similar copies in other government
agencies. In Naypyitaw, there is freedom
to access the Internet. Someone else from
the defense establishment could have
easily sent it. In this case, finding Thura

Kyaw’s files in the laptop of Win Naing Kyaw
is illogical.

At any cost, Senior General Than
Shwe wanted to wipe out loose strings
from the past. Thus, finding files in the
laptop became valid evidence in court.

Q. What evidence is there that
Secretary 2 Tin Oo was assassinated?

Ans. While I was attending the
Criminal Investigation Department (CID) –
the CID course at the old MOFA in 2002,
Win Naing Kyaw attended that course too
and we become close friends.  At that time,
the helicopter pilot [involved in the
incident], a Major, was saved from the San
Lwin River but was shot dead.

Q.  Who shot the pilot?
Ans. It is not known. But it could be

either mi litary intel ligence or the Army.
The authorit ies did not al low

publication of the funeral advertisement in
the state-run newspaper. Zaw Tun Oo, son
of Tin Oo, is still in MOFA. He and I were
in the same government employee training
batch in 1998. According to him, there was
a big power rivalry between his father and
Maung Aye and Khin Nyunt at that point in
time.

Q.  Why did you decide to defect?
Well, former Major Win Naing Kyaw

did not know that he was being watched
and was blacklisted. If he knew he would
not have gone back to Burma. As for me, I
learned that I and some other former staff
members were already blacklisted.  So, I
had to defect, even though I love my
country. The day it is safe I wi ll proudly go
back to Burma and that will be the day the

country gets genuine democracy.
Q. What do you think of the regime’s

nuclear ambitions?
The military government is really afraid

of being attacked by the U.S. like Iraq.
Having military might by getting

nuclear missiles may give it more weight
politically and it assumes the U.S. will then
not attack the regime.

Q. What do you know about the
2010 election plan?

Ans. The regime won’t allow free and
fair polls like in 1990. The Union Solidarity
and Development Association will win by
a majority. So, with one stone the junta
will kill three birds. The junta will also
automatically cancel the results of the 1990
elections and disarm ethnic groups.

Q. What do you know about the
regime’s plans regarding the Border
Guard Force issue?

Ans. Ceasefire groups are already in
the trap of the generals with their long-
term plan, which was initiated by former
Military Intelligence Chief Khin Nyunt.
Forming the Border Guard Force under
army control is a tactic to destroy the
armed groups over a five-year plan. Five
years on, there will be no Border Guard
Force troops, their gradually being replaced
by regular Burmese army units.

Q. What do you think of the
relationship between North Korea
and the Burmese regime?

Ans. The two countries are politically
isolated in the international communi ty.
There are a lot of nuclear projects including
the training of Burmese military intelligence
personnel.

Assassination continued from page 1

(For more detail relating to the leakage
of state secrets, see Assassination on
page 1)

The leakage in question pertained to
official records of State visits to three
foreign countries, namely North Korea,
Russia and India. For North Korea’s part,
i t  provides technology for secret
underground tunnels around the new
capital of Naypyitaw, assistance in Burma’s
nuclear ambitions and general arms
procurement.

Russia promised nuclear and military
hardware, signing a contract on Christmas
Eve to deliver 20 MiG-29 fighter planes to
Burma. The contract is worth 400m Euros.
Meanwhile, the regime spends less than
three percent of national expenditure o¬n
health, while the military consumes some
40 percent.

And what about India? A seven-
member delegation headed by Dr. APJ
Abdul Kalam agreed to provide US $90
million for the Kaladan project, US $10
million as a loan for the same project, US
$7 million for a Cyber Optical Link, US $1.3
million for upgrading a satellite ground

station in Rangoon and US $3 million for
on-board training. Additionally, New Delhi
will take 50 Burmese officers for e-
government training, provide 20 PhD
studentships, upgrade science labs in
Rangoon and Mandalay Universities and
establish an Entrepreneurship
Development Center.

There can be no doubt, consistent with
India’s assurances of support to Burma’s
military industry made in March 2006, India
will continue to defend Burma’s military
government in the UN and other
international arenas.

With friends like North Korea, Russia
and India, Burma’s generals need not
capitulate to the wishes of their own
people. And individuals such as Major Win
Naing Kyaw, Thura Kyaw and Go Byan Sein
will continue to be arbitrarily sentenced in
the name of the “State” .

More or less every day there are
reports of the peoples’ defiance in Burma.
On Friday, January 8th, thr ee more
Burmese were added to the list. They were
found guilty of leaking State secrets to the
media in exile. Retired Major Win Naing
Kyaw, Thura Kyaw and Go Byan Sein were
arrested, tried and handed sentences of
death plus 20 years imprisonment, death
plus 15 years imprisonment and 15 years
imprisonment, r espectively, by the
Rangoon North District court sitting inside
the Insein prison.

Those sentenced are active and retired
government employees. Two of them ar e
uniformed officers. It shows that military
personnel and government employees
continue opposing the country’s military
rulers. Definitely there are more such
courageous people in government service.

The “State” is a favorite legitimizing
terminology of the regime and it stands
for the regime. Whatever mandatory public
work is done it is said to be the State’s

contribution. For instance, expenditure for
construction of a school is said to be a gift
of the State. So is all foreign assistance,
which is handled, manipulated, siphoned
and misused by the State as the people of
Burma have no say at all. The same logic
was applied to international aid for Cyclone
Nargis, which lashed Burma on May 2,
2008, resulting in catastrophic destruction
and nearly 150,000 deaths.

Twenty years ago it was the “People”
under the annotation of Burmese socialism
for 26 years. Everywhere billboards extolled
the virtue of the People. Then, thanks went
to the Chairman of the Burma Socialist
Program Party. But Burma became a Least
Developed Country in 1987. Euphemism,
as can be witnessed, has been the routine
practice of Burma’s generals for the last
48 years.

Now it is a death verdict for so-called
State secrets! What are these secrets?
What are the consequences if they are
leaked to the media and the public?


