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Following Burmese New
Year in mid-April, high
temperatures combined with low
rainfall have led to severe water

shortages across much of
urma;‘_ with. lakes, rivers and
ells at record low levels, and:
hundreds succumbrng to-the
heat. In all, millions of people are
believed affected.
Since late April, two thirds of
the population of the town of Dala

International oil consortium
linked to Burmese drug lord

Transocean’s semi-submersible drilling rig, the Actinia, was last autumn

contracted to drill in Burmese waters by an in'tl oil consortium.

Thomas Maung Shwe

Chiang Mai — Swiss-
American firm Transocean,
presently embroiled in the BP
Gulf of Mexico oil spill,
performed exploratory drilling

last autumn in Burmese waters
owned by a partnership between
a Chinese state-run energy
company and a firm owned by
Stephen Law, a junta affiliate
alleged by the US to be a major
drug-money launderer, according

International oil continued on page 4

- people‘
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in Rangoon Divisi:r( | |
alone and 30,000"

villages in surrounding townships
have had to endure a severe
water shortage; a statistic that is
bearing itself out throughout the

om over 20 =

those in outlying districts the

\ most hardship.

State run newspapers
published on the 16th of May
referenced water shortage
problems in 186 villages of
Nahtoegyi Township, 243 villages

Heat wave continued on page 5

US envoy meets Suu Kyi,
Junta S electlon plans unchanged

Kurt Campbell (rlght), the Unlted States assistant secretary of

state for East Asian and Pacific Affairs, meets Burmese opposition
leader Aung San Suu Kyi (center) at a government guest house in
Rangoon on Monday, May 10, 2010.

Phanida

Chiang Mai — US envoy Kurt
Campbell met with detained pro-
democracy leader Aung San Suu

Kyi for an hour at a state
guesthouse in Rangoon on May
10th, following talks between the
National League for Democracy’s

US envoy continued on page 7
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Cholera risk as water shortages spread

Scores of people wait for water to be delivered by charities in Dala Township, across

the river from central Rangoon, on May 14. Photo: Mizzima

Myo Thein

Rangoon — Residents in 23 wards of
Dala Township, across the Rangoon River
from the former capital, as of late May are
suffering under severe drinking water
shortages amid a crisis that is affecting
thousands of villages across lower and
central Burma.

The wells and ponds in almost all of
these wards have run so dry that people
in Rangoon, Twante, Kunchankone,
Kawhmu and nearby villages are relying
on drinking and utility water donated by
well-wishers.

“The water levels in our monsoon
reservoirs are usually low in the summer
but not completely dried up like this,” a
woman in Hmaw Set ward observed.
“They can always last until the next
monsoon season. Now all these ponds and
wells have run dry.”

People usually rely on rainwater
stored in ponds and reservoirs for use in
the dry summer months, but all such
freshwater resources have run out in Dala
and nearby areas. One alternative, tube
wells, produce only brackish, hard water
polluted with arsenic that the UN health
body WHO has warned against using.

The people in Dala have been suffering
under such shortages since mid-April, just
after the traditional Burmese New Year
water festival, but the government and
departments concerned have been unable
to respond adequately and have let the
crisis spiral out of control.

“The entire family has to rush when
the donors come and distribute water.

Sometimes we've missed our chance,” a
Yarza Thingyan ward resident said. “In
those cases we've had to beg forcefully for
one or two bottles from our neighbors. On
some days, three truckloads of water were
delivered, on others, not a single truck
came.”

The junta-sponsored Union Solidarity
and Development Association (USDA) has
distributed utility water in two water
tankers owned by the Dala municipality.
One tanker from the fire brigade also
came. However, supplies were insufficient
to serve the entire town.

“We came here today with three trucks
to donate water because we heard how
bad the shortages were,” a driver from
Hlaing Tharyar Township’s bus service
said. “But we didn't realize how severe the
situation was. We're considering coming
again and donating more water.”

A doctor said people in some wards
were forced to drink and use unclean water,
and warned that an epidemic of cholera
and other waterborne diseases was
imminent.

“Some individual well-wishers are not
familiar with the area so they can only
donate water in places convenient to
them,” the doctor said. “So some outlying
areas are not receiving water donations
and have to use whatever water is available
to them.”

“Some store dirty water in containers
overnight for drinking [in the erroneous
belief that this purifies the water]. If the
situation continues for a week or ten days,
a cholera outbreak is quite likely,” he
cautioned.

Traditional means summon rain in
parched Pegu

Salai Han Thar San

New Delhi — At least 1,000 residents
in Pegu on May 16th held rope-pulling
ceremonies in a traditional bid to bring
rain as the region withered under severe
drought and water shortages.

Residents held ceremonies very
similar to tug-of-war contests to call on
rain at Shweaungyway Pagoda, in
eastern Pegu (Bago) and at
Kyauktwinkone quarter, in a traditional
response to a massive drought that has
hit the division hard. Wells and ponds
have dried up in more than 60 villages
and residents have been suffering under
severe shortages of drinking and utility
water.

"I have seen rope-pulling
competitions at the Independence Day
sports competitions. But, this ceremony
is aimed to invite the Moe Khaung Kyaw
Swa spirit to produce rain,” Kyaw Win, a
member of the National League for
Democracy’s youth wing in Pegu told

Mizzima. “They [the participants] also
offered coconuts and bananas to the
spirit.”

Typically, the rainy season
commences around the full moon day
falling near the beginning of May, but this
year the monsoon was about three weeks
late.

Also in an attempt to bring rain, monks
from Kyakhatwine monastery circled the
town and recited the protective nga yant
mint mantra.

“We recited the nga yant mint mantra
for three days. Abbot U Jottiparla
supervised us. Because of the severe
drought in Pegu, we recited it to produce
rain,” a monk of Kyaukhatwine monastery
told Mizzima.

More than 70,000 people from about
60 villages in Pegu Division are dependent
on charity deliveries of water because of
serve shortages.

The ceremonies are annual events in
some towns in Magway and Mandalay
Divisions.

Death rates soar amid heat wave

Actor Kyaw Thu, Thukha charity funeral
service chairman.

Kyaw Kha

Chiang Mai — Daily death rates in
Rangoon, Mandalay, and Magway Division
towns have more than doubled this month
amid a record-breaking heat wave,
according to charity funeral services.

Most whom passed away in Mandalay
died because of heatstroke and were in their
30s and 50s, representing an increase of
more than double that of the average daily
rate from earlier months this year, free
funeral service Nirvana Thukha general
secretary Kyaw Shwin told Mizzima.

“In previous months, more than 40
people a day were cremated at Taung Myint
cemetery, but the rate has increased to
more than 150,” Kyaw Shwin said. “Many
of those were old people and middle-aged
alcoholics who died as a result of

>

Khai Suu

New Delhi — As weather bureau
scientists blame environmental damage for
the drought and water shortages plaguing
lower and central Burma, some Burmese
are holding the ruling junta responsible for
failing to abide by traditional precepts set
for the nation’s kings of yesteryear.

Since the end of April, wells and ponds
have dried up and people have been
suffering severe shortages of water for
drinking and hygiene in Rangoon, Pegu,
Sagaing, Magway and Irrawaddy Divisions
as well as Arakan (Rakhine), Mon and Shan
States.

Forest Resource Environment
Development and Conservation Association
vice-chairman U Ohn speculated excess and
uncontrolled extraction of timber had curbed
groundwater conservation, thus causing the

Opinions differ on cause ot drought

A dried-up Iak n Dala Township. Phot: Mizzima

heatstroke.”

In previous months this year more than
20 people were cremated at Kyarnikan
cemetery, the other of the two cemeteries
in Mandalay, but this month around 70
were sent for cremation, he added.

From the second week of May, the
charity service has sent a daily total of
more than 15 people suffering from
dizziness or emergency patients with
heatstroke to Mandalay General Hospital,
Kyaw Shwin said.

A similar service in Magway Division,
Good Friends of Yaynanchaung Township,
usually handles four cremations a day, but
in May the number also rose to a similar
figure to that realized in Mandalay.

Furthermore, authorities have
warned Good Friends against releasing
death statistics to representatives of the
foreign press, according to an anonymous
source.

Elsewhere, the Thukha charity funeral
service in Rangoon has also been busier
than normal, with an increase of around
60 percent in the number of funerals
accepted compared with previous months,
said charity chairman Kyaw Thu.

“We usually manage between 40 to
50 deceased individuals a day, but this
month an average of 70 people a day had
to be cremated,” Kyaw Thu told Mizzima.

“Some old people couldn’t take the
very high temperatures. People with
existing health conditions also died
because of heatstroke,” Kyaw Thu
elaborated. “Some taxi drivers and
trishaw [three-wheeled bicycle taxi] riders
had to work under the sun’s burning rays
and died while resting after work.”

severe drought in Burma.

“If you fell one tree, you must replant
ten trees. Now they are felling ten trees
and replanting only one tree so that the
depletion rate is far surpassing the
replenishment rate, all of which damages
our environment,” U Ohn explained.
“Forests conserve the mountains. Forests
harvest rainwater. Environmental damage
destroys the ecosystem of rainwater
harvesting.”

But Meteorology and Hydrology
Department scientist Dr. Tun Lwin
suggested rising daytime temperatures,
low rainfall and unfavorable climate
conditions in the Philippines, Indonesia and
other parts of Southeast Asia that fall
within the trajectory of the monsoon

Opinions differ continued on page 6
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Win Tin slams NLD splinter group

Brightly coloured NLD signboards remain at NLD headquarters on Shwegondine
Street, Rangoon on May 7, 2010. Photo: Mizzima.

Salai Han Thar San

New Delhi — National League for
Democracy (NLD) Central Executive
Committee member Win Tin has lambasted
party deserters who have set up a rival
party, calling them “crows in peacock
feathers.” The peacock is prominently
displayed on the NLD flag.

Eleven former senior NLD leaders have
launched the National Democratic Force
(NDF) party to participate in this year’s
elections, the date of which is yet to be
announced. Win Tin accused the
breakaway faction of shamelessly
exploiting the NLD name in their party’s
campaigning and organizational work.

In press interviews, NDF acting
spokesmen Dr. Than Nyein, along with
members Khin Maung Swe and Thein
Nyunt, argued they were carrying out the
incomplete tasks of the NLD.

“They claim they are performing the
unfinished tasks of the NLD and they will
fulfill the promises made to the people.
They are not our proxy party so they should
not be using the name of the NLD,” an irate
Win Tin told Mizzima.

“Our party flag bears the insignia of
the fighting peacock. If they pretend to be
our proxy, then they must be ‘crows in
peacock feathers’,” he said, adding that,
“The people are aware enough to
distinguish between a crow and a
peacock.”

In a similar vein, NLD Central
Committee member Phyu Phyu Thin said
pretending to be a proxy of the NLD could

confuse people.

“Each and every party member should
abide by the party’s decision of not
contesting the election,” she said. “We do
not want to comment on their splitting and
forming a splinter party by not abiding with
the decision taken, but we cannot accept
their pretending to be a proxy of the NLD.”

But NDF spokesman Khin Maung Swe
denied his party was a proxy of the NLD,
pointing out it was formed based on policy
differences with those of the NLD.

He said the new party’s policies are
aimed at developing a mass-movement
based on social liberalism to help
reconstruct and reform laws with the
people’s support. Its economic policy
intends to develop a market-based mixed
economy in which the government can
intervene and regulate markets through
legislation.

“NLD could not fulfill its promises to
the people in 1990 in terms of achieving
human rights and democracy in the
country,” Khin Maung Swe said. “We are
just saying we will fulfill their unfinished
tasks and promises, even though no one
assigned us to take them up.”

The NDF has 17 founding members,
of whom Khin Maung Swe, Dr. Than Nyein,
Thein Nyunt and Dr. Win Naing are former
NLD Central Executive Committee members
and Soe Win, Dr. Than Win, Thar Saing,
Tin Aung Aung, Toe Bo, Sein Hla Oo and
Saw Nan Thi are former Central
Committee members. The rest are also
former NLD cadres.

Public interest in polls dims: political

A

Cho Cho Kyaw Nyein, Democratic Party
(Myanmar) general secretary

Myint Maung

New Delhi — The Burmese people are
losing interest in politics, according to
parties approved by the Union Election
Commission that are having difficulties on

parties

the campaign trail amid voter apathy.

The Union of Myanmar Federation of
National Politics, Rakhine (Arakan) State
National Force of Myanmar, Union
Democratic Party, Diversity and Peace
Party and the Democratic Party (Myanmar)
are among the parties lodging the
complaint.

“There is a 20-year gap between
people and party politics so that we have
difficulties in our organizational work such
as dealing with people and dealing with
other political parties,” Federation of
National Politics liaison chief Ohn Lwin
explained.

“We have to say too much to people
to [encourage them to] re-engage in
politics as the idea that engaging in politics
means languishing in jail is deeply rooted,”
Wunthanu NLD (The Union of Myanmar)
vice-chairman Ye Win said. “We have to
explain too much to them on this issue,
especially in our campaigning in rural

Public interest continued on page 9

Former NLD members form
breakaway party

Khai Suu

New Delhi — Former National League
for Democracy (NLD) party ranking
members will form a new political party,
the National Democratic Force (NDF), to
contest this year’s election, a party
spokesman said.

Former NLD Central Committee
members Khin Maung Swe, Dr. Than
Nyein, Dr. Win Naing, Thein Nyunt, Thein
Hla Oo, Soe Win, Than Win and 21 other
party members reached the decision at a
meeting in Rangoon on May 6th, the date
when the NLD formally ceased to exist
according to junta electoral laws.

“A group that shared the goal of
forming a political party reached a

common position today,” former Central
Executive Committee member and
information chief Khin Maung Swe related.

The new party will be called the
National Democratic Force.

Dr. Than Nyein said the objectives of
the new party were to fulfill the promise
made to Burmese people in 1990 to
establish a democratic country, maintain
the strength of NLD party members for the
voters who wish to vote for the party, and
carry out political work under a legal
framework.

Khin Maung Swe told Mizzima that the
group would apply in the middle of May
for registration with the Election
Commission in Naypyitaw.

Monks and students urge poll
boycott

Emblems of the All Burma Monks' Alliance, 88 Generation Students and All Burma
Federation of Student Unions

Kyaw Kha

Chiang Mai — Clandestine monk and
student organizations on May 25th urged
the people of Burma to boycott this year’s
general elections to prevent enshrinement
of the junta’s controversial 2008
constitution.

People were also urged in the joint
statement issued by the All Burma Monks’
Alliance (ABMA), the 88-Generation
Students and All Burma Federation of
Student Unions (ABFSU) to make votes null
and void if they were forced to cast their
votes.

As per the electoral laws, the election
will be valid only if 51 percent of eligible
voters cast their votes.

“We shall make this election void by
increasing the numbers of uncast votes and
void votes,” 88-Generation student leader
Tun Myint Aung, who has been on the run
from the junta since the August 2007
uprisings, told Mizzima from his hideout.
“In this way the regime will not get the
legitimacy it desires for its rule, which it
so badly needs.”

In collaboration with students, youths
and monks across the country, the groups
are planning to secretly distribute leaflets
and CDs among the public, urging them to
boycott the upcoming general election, he
said.

It is estimated that there are more
than 27 million eligible voters out of a total
population of more than 57 million.

Political observers predict the general
election will be held in either October or
November of this year.

The 2008 constitution negates the need
for military candidates to contest the
election as 25 percent of seats are reserved
for armed forces personnel in all legislative
bodies; the People’s Parliament (lower
house), National Parliament (upper house)
and People’s Assemblies in states and
regions (local legislatures).

The parties that won seats in the 1990
general election, which includes the
National League for Democracy (NLD) and
those of ethnic groups, have largely
demanded a revision of the constitution and

have refused to contest this year’s poll.

“The effectiveness of our boycott
campaign will depend on our effort and
acceptance by the people and the feasibility
of doing this job,” ABFSU spokesman Zar
Ni added.

Critics of the election speculate that
the Union Solidarity and Development Party
(USDP) led by current Prime Minister Thein
Sein will contest in constituencies across
the country. The government disclosed that
the membership strength of the party’s pro-
junta umbrella organization, the Union
Solidarity and Development Association
(USDA), stands at more than 24 million.
But it has not yet disclosed the total
membership of the USDP.

I dare say they will get less votes than
they expected when the election is actually
held,” ABMA spokesman U Awbartha
confidently told Mizzima.

The abbot said the groups would
continue their campaign until the election
was rendered null and void.

Exile opposition group Forum for
Democracy in Burma (FDB) general
secretary Dr. Naing Aung said that if more
than 50 percent of eligible voters boycotted
the polls it would be an interesting
development.

“It is crucial to have enough courage
to speak out about our dislikes. They [the
junta and pro-junta parties] will do their
work of lying to the people. On the other
hand, the people have to do their own work
to boycott the election and keep
themselves aware of the electoral process,”
he said. “"But not simply the commitment
to not vote, they must express their
commitment to others even before voting.”

“Then they [the people] can expose
[the junta’s] vote-rigging when the votes
are being counted. We will try our hardest
to achieve this mission and we need the
co-operation of the people in accomplishing
our work,” stressed Dr. Naing Aung.

The NLD, led by Aung San Suu Kyi, won
a landslide victory in the 1990 general
election, taking 80 percent of parliamentary
seats, but the military regime refused to
transfer power.






