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Having played second fiddle
to the ongoing Burmese crisis
pitting Aung San Suu Kyi and her
National League for Democracy

India revokes exi

N | i [ RESH
Two of the 34 Burmese rebels
being held in Kolkata’s Presidency
Jail look out from a prison van
lastyear after visiting friends and
colleagues. The rebels have now
been detained in India for more

than 12 years. Photo: Mizzima.

Salai Han Thar San

New Delhi — India’s West
Bengal State on November 11"
revoked an order to deport to
Burma 34 Arakanese and Karen
rebels being held at a Kolkata

g,
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supporters against Burma’s ruling
generals for the better part of
twenty years, Burma’s ethnic
cauldron is poised to be vaulted

le order for 34

prison, one of  their
representatives said. The joint
secretary of the state’s Home
Ministry had issued the order in
the middle of October.

“Now this order has been
revoked,” said Dr. Tint Swe, a
representative of the 34 Burmese.
Tint Swe was elected in 1990 as
a National League for Democracy
(NLD) Member of Parliament and
has been living in New Delhi since
December of that year after
fleeing a junta crackdown on NLD
members and others in the
opposition movement.

Members of the National
United Party of Arakan (NUPA)
and the Karen National Union
(KNU), armed ethnic groups
fighting the Burmese regime,
those detained were arrested by

India continued on page 5
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into the spotlight, as Naypyidaw
looks to finally quash armed ethnic
opposition to central authority that

has plagued the Southeast Asian

country since independence in
1948.
In the early years of

Ethnic continued on page 3

Cables add to talk of Burma, DPRK
nuclear cooperation

EAMGHNAMT

The Kang Nam | cargo ship rests at a portin Rangoon on May 21,
2007. The DPRK egistered vessel was tracked by a US Navy
destroyer as per UN sanctions on suspicion of arms trafficking,
possibly nuclear in orientation. Photo: AFRP
Burma reveals Australian
ambassador to Burma Michelle
Chiang Mai— Asecretcable Chan was told by a Burmese
from American diplomats in junta official that “the Burma-

Cables add

Thomas Maung Shwe

continued on page 9
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Parliament to hold first session in January

Constructron of parlrament in the Burmese capital of Naypyrdaw was still underway in
August, 2010. Photo: Mizzima

Ko Wild

Chiang Mai — The second most
successful party in Burma's recent national
elections, the National Unity Party (NUP),
on December 8" estimated that the first
session of Pyithu Hluttaw (lower house of
the national parliament) would convene
late in January 2011.

“We estimate that the first session of
Hluttaw [sic] has to be convened in the
third or fourth week of this coming January,’
NUP spokesman Han Shwe told Mizzima.

According to the 2008 constitution, the
Pyithu Hluttaw must convene within 90
days of the polling date, which was
November 7"

Moreover, after convening the first
session of the Pyithu HIuttaw, the Amyotha
Hluttaw (House of Nationalities or Upper
House) must be arranged within a week.
Then, the joint sitting of the two chambers,
the Pyithaungsu Hluttaw (Union
Parliament), has to be held within 15 days
of the first session of the Amyotha Hluttaw,
according to constitutional provisions.

Political parties and observers

speculate that the main agenda to be
deliberated in the forthcoming Hluttaw
sessions will be placing all ethnic armed
forces under the control of the central
government.

There are currently six significant
ethnic armed groups under ceasefire with
the Burmese military still refusing to
transform their troops into junta-controlled
Border Guard Forces (BGF).

“They will likely resolve the issue of
transforming ethnic armies into the BGFs
within the constitutional framework
through deliberations in parliament,
because ethnic MPs will be presentin these
chambers! Han Shwe furthered.

The Union Solidarity and Development
Party (USDP) won 882 out of a total 1,154
seats. The NUP registered second with 63
seats.

The results, however, have been
subject to widespread condemnation amid
extensive reports of electoral fraud
including voter coercion, bribery, ballot
stuffing and an array of other vote-rigging
techniques.

NLD to release report on junta electoral fraud

New Delhi — National League for
Democracy (NLD) leaders say the party led
by Aung San Suu Kyi has completed a draft
report on various incidents of junta electoral
fraud in the run-up to and during the
national elections held early last month.

The report is based on detailed
accounts from electoral candidates across
the country, NLD member Kyi Win, who was
involved in compiling the draft, said.

“It presents a critical review of the
junta’s election and comprises nearly 20
pages. We have completed the draft but
senior members will modify it,” Kyi Win said.

The draft contains chapters such as
“The Emergence of the Election”, “The
Electoral Laws”, “The Constitution”, and
“Electoral Fraud at Polling Stations”.

Documented are the authorities’ forced
collections of advance votes for the military-
backed Union Solidarity and Development
Party (USDP) and evidence of reportedly
abundant other means of electoral fraud.

“Most USDP candidates won with the
help of advance votes. For instance, at first
independent candidate Dr. Saw Naing
defeated the USDP candidate in South
Okkalapa Township, and on November 7
the Township Election Commission told him
to sign the form declaring that he was the
winner. But, on November 9" the state-run
radio announced that the USDP candidate
had defeated him. The draft report also
contains a brief account of the events by
Dr. Saw Naing,” Kyi Win, a member of Suu
Kyi's legal team, said.

In a summary of its own extensive

The junta-backed USDP openediits free Phyo
Saydanar clinicin Rangoon (pictured) on
Wednesday, October 20 ahead of Burma’s
first elections in 20 years. The party had a
rich campaign war chest and is accused of
unethical practices including nationwide
unmonitored advance voting as well as an
unfair advantage regarding spending on
public projects and improper offers of cheap
loans. Photo: Mizzima.

report, Burma 2010 Election Recap,the
Bangkok-based activist group Altsean-Burma
(Alternative Asean Network on Burma)
concluded “widespread evidence of electoral
fraud, irregularities, threats, harassment
and lack of independent monitoring
characterised election day and the days
leadinguptoit.”

The USDP reportedly won 76.52 percent
of the 1,154 seats at stake in the election.

Khaing Suu

New Delhi — Burma’s Ministry of
Information has banned eight FM radio
stations from broadcasting interviews or
the work of more than 11 performers, a
station employee said.

The move to further muzzle Burmese
media, made effective the final week of
November, appears part of a programme
by Burma’s military to combat artists who
have satirised the junta or shown support
for opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi.

The ministry sent letters to the
stations to halt broadcasts of singers
Saung Oo Hlaing, Anaggha, Thanthawin
and Kyarpauk, bass guitarist Ye Lwin, film
directors Myo Min, Min Htin Ko Ko Gyiand
Cho Too Zaw, actor Kyaw Thu and his
wife Shwe Zigwet and writer Than Myint
Aung, the station employee explained.

“The Ministry of Information ordered
us to stop broadcasting their interviews
and performances; the emplo yee said on
condition of anonymity.

The letters gave no reason for the
ban and failed to say when the ban would
expire.

Mizzima contacted one of those

Artists off-the-air after backing Suu Kyi

performers banned, who responded,
“After the election, we tried to expr ess
what we felt. It's just another example of
their attitude on controlling the media.”

The ministry, however, did not inf orm
the performers of the ban, the performer
added.

Meanwhile, observers said the artists
had been cut from the airwaves because
of their support for National League for
Democracy leader Suu Kyi along with
satirical work targeting Burma’s ruling
military junta.

In one example, Nay Toe sang lyrics
including, “I swear...roads were built
reluctantly...and they were incomplete, so
we cannot use them well ..”

The song was a popular jibe believed
aimed at Rangoon mayor and Union
Solidarity and Development Party
lawmaker-elect Aung Thein Lin, who
undertook to build new roads to garner
support ahead of nationwide elections on
November 7.

Residents and witnesses say
construction has come to a halt in the post-
election period on the “Aung Thein Lin”
roads, which only cover half of some
streets in the former Burmese capital.
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Journals suspended for Suu Kyi reports
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The front page of the Eleven Sports Journal carries a thinly veiled reference tothe
hopes of the Burmese people regarding the release of Aung San Suu Kyi. The embed-
ded message reads "Suu free, unite and advance to grab the hope."Photo: Mizzima

Chiang Mai — A Rangoon sports
journal and eight news publications have
been suspended by the junta’s censor
board over their coverage of opposition
leader Aung San Suu Kyi's release, editors
said.

The Press Scrutiny and Registration
Divisions (PSRD) suspended the prominent
First Eleven Sportsand Hot Newsjournals
for two weeks and Myanmar Newsweek,
Snapshot News, Myanmar Post, 7 Day
News, \enus News, Reople’s Eraand The
Voicefor a week.

“The junta’s censorship board did not
want the journals to report fully the news
about Aung San Suu Kyi's release. But the
journals ran special features...and used
pictures of Aung San Suu Kyi that were
larger than the size specified as allowable
by the junta,” a news editor in Rangoon
told Mizzima.

If the journals wanted to print Suu
Kyi's photos the pictures were limited to a
maximum of 2x3 inches (5.08cm x 7.62cm)
and were banned from either the front or
back covers.

The suspensions started the final week
of November, as the PSRD posted a notice
in its office on the morning of Sunday,
November 21%, after its board had warned
editors-in-chief late the pr evious Friday.

“The censorship board did not say that

Aung San Suu Kyi's photos were not
allowed to be printed...Our journal
published five pictures of Aung San Suu
Kyi with a huge crowd of her supporters.
However, the PSRD censoed those
pictures,” an editor of a suspended journals
told Mizzima.

Because of the popularity of articles
about Suu Kyi's release, journals doubled
their circulation. Some hawkers sold just
the pages that contained her photos,
another local news editor told Mizzima.

First Elevensports journal splashed
the headline “SUNDERLANDFREEZE
CHELSEAJNITE D STUNNED BY VILL&
ARSENALADVANCE TO GRAB THEIR
HOPE” on its November 16% issue. The
underlined text reads:
“Su...free...unite...and...advance to grab
the...hope”, an editor at the journal
confirmed. The message was very popular
among young Burmese, he added.

A news editor at another suspended
journal told Mizzima, “Because of the
suspension, all of the news reports we had
compiled for the whole week were entirely
wasted and we suffered losses as a result.”

“Burma has not had press freedom for
along time, but we thought that we'd have
comparatively improved press freedom
after the election. But the suspensions have
revealed the reality,” he furthered.
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State enterprises incur losses five years running Myanma Airways plane skids off

Myo Thant

Chiang Mai — Burma’s state-owned
enterprises have incurred massive losses
in at least five successive years, according
to a diplomatic cable sent from the US
embassy in Rangoon to Washington,
published online by WikiLeaks.

Burma’'s state-owned enterprises
(SOE) lost 436 hillion kyat (about US$436
million) in fiscal year 2006-07, representing
but the smallest loss compared to other
fiscal years, the leaked cable revealed.

In fiscal 2005-06, the enterprises lost
549 billion kyat, 800 billion kyat in fiscal
year 2007-08, 601 billion kyat in fiscal year
2008-09, and 484 billion kyat in fiscal year
2009-10, the cable said.

The International Monetary Fund (IMF)
had urged Burma to modify its tax structure
in 2008 to reduce the budget deficit,
according to the cable. Although the
Burmese government had replied to the
IMF that one of its goals was to reduce the
budget deficit by addressing the main
causes: weak revenue collection, losses
from inefficient SOE, unrestrained
government spending and budget
expenditures for non-productive uses such
as defence and construction, they had
failed to implement that promise, the cable
revealed.

Moreover, the cable said corruption at
all levels remained a severe problem in
Burma, which affected the government’s
ability to collect revenue. Corruption was
reportedly especially rife at the Internal
Revenue and Immigration departments and
involving the Rangoon City Development
Committee.

It went on to say that Burma’'s
economic future would remain troubled
because of the uncontrolled spending by
senior leaders and state-owned enterprise
losses.

In response, economist Khin Maung
Nyo said that the junta had actually tried
to control inflation in fiscal year 2008-09.

“That can be seenin the government’s
official figures. In the past, the government
concentrated only on developmental

A
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projects. They spent lavishly on them,” Khin
Maung Nyo related. “But since four years
ago, they have concentrated on both
developmental projects and controlling
inflation. The Central Bank of Myanmar
submitted its plan of controlling inflation

to the joint-meeting conducted by the

World Bank and IMF, which is why | say
the government tried to contr ol inflation.”

He added the government also needs
to fix the currency exchange rate.

“l advised the government about it [the
problem with the currency exchange rate]
along time ago. | know they will implement
my advice but | don’t know why they
haven’t implemented it yet. Anyway,
they've accepted the idea,” he said.

The junta’s privatisation commission
earlier this year announced it was selling
more than 110 state-owned properties
including clothing and food factories,
cinemas and buildings as a part of its
privatisation drive.

According to official statistics, an
additional 260 state-owned buildings,
factories and land plots were privatised
during the course of 2009.

Ethnic continued from page 1

independence Rangoon, the then Burmese
capital, could be portrayed as an island
under siege from ethnic opposition forces.
The fragile state of Burma’s nascent
independence, unity and democracy was
such that Indian airlifts approved by Nehru
were vital to the Rangoon government’s
ability to maintain itself as the alleged
authority of a singular Burmese state.

Fears of ethnic secessionist ambitions
are further often sighted as one reason
prompting the takeover of Burma’'s
administration in 1962 by a military coup
led by General Ne Win. The ensuing
decades, until the late 1980s, witnessed
stop and start military tactics that gradually
expanded the central government’s area
of domain and relegated Burma'’s ethnic
opposition to predominantly border
outposts and territory.

However, all was not well with the
Tatmadaw, Burma’'s armed forces. The
military lacked the means to finish off ethnic
opposition, and when problems
compounded as a result of the 1988 pro-
democracy nationwide uprisings, the
military was forced to change tack in
confronting its ethnic foes.

From 1989 to 1995, Rangoon signed
17 ceasefire agreements with ethnic
opposition forces, providing the Tatmadaw
with the time and space to both largely
isolate central political opposition and enter
into a significant force modernization drive

in the aim of improving the fighting capacity
of the armed forces.

While not without its moments of
heightened tension and hostility, as well
as continued opposition from ethnic
opposition forces that remained outside
the realm of ceasefire pacts, the ceasefire
arrangements came to characterize the
central-ethnic relationship, providing
valuable business opportunities for those
in position of leadership.

That is apparently all poised to
change.

Embedded in the Tatmadaw’s seven-
step roadmap to democracy, outlined in
2003 by then Burmese Premier Khin Nyunt,
resolution of the ethnic question was
always to precede the convening of
nationwide polling. In pursuit of this goal,
Naypyidaw launched its Border Guard
Force (BGF) initiative in the run-up to the
2010 elections. The essence of the BGF
plan is to bring all ethnic armed factions
under the direction of central military
authorities as per the dictates of the 2008
constitution, which states the country may
legally maintain but a single armed enti ty.

However, arrangements did not go
smoothly, as brought home with the
announcement in the first week of
November, only days before the general
election, that six ethnic armed groups were
forming an alliance to resist the
Tatmadaw’s designs.

Now, speculation is rife that Burma’s
military will seek to utilize both its 2008

runway in Rangoon
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A model of an MA60 bears Chinese airline Joy Air’s colours at Airshow China 2008.
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Myanma Airways put two of the planes into service to mark Burma’s National Day on

December 1, 2010. Photo: Mike-tango.
Salai Tun

New Delhi — A Myanma Airways
passenger plane journeying from Tavoy in
southern Burma to the former capital
skidded off the runway upon landing at
Rangoon International Airport on the
morning of December 7™, an official said.

The Xian MAG60 crashed at around 11
a.m., but there were no casualties,
confirmed a management department
official at the airport.

“There is a watchtower at the airport
and fire engines near the tower. The plane
skidded off the runway near there,” a
passenger at the airport told Mizzima.

The turboprop aircraft is widely used
in China and developing countries such as
the Philippines, Indonesia, Sri Lanka and
Zimbabwe.

Three on-ground incidents involving
the model of plane occurred last year, two
at the Godofredo P Ramos Airport in the
Philippines and one at Harare International
Airport in Zimbabwe when a MAG0 hit five
warthogs on take-off.

National carrier Myanma Airways in
July sent 12 pilots, eight aeronautical
engineers, two flight attendants and two
navigators to China to gain experience on
the MAGO.

The pilots and engineers are still
unfamiliar with the MA60’s design, a
former Myanma Airways aeronautical
engineer told Mizzima last week.

“Xian MAG60 uses AR engines and the
switch layout is very unfamiliar for pilots
and aeronautical engineers from Burma,”
he said, referring to the French-Italian ATR
aircraft, which along with the MAG0 also
uses modified Pratt & Whitney Canada
engines.

Two new Xian MA60s entered service
for the domestic carrier the week prior to
the incidentin Rangoon. The plan maintains
a capacity of 60 passengers and is
manufactured by Xian Aircraft Industrial
Corporation, a subsidiary of China Aviation
Industry Corporation 1 since 2000.

Myanma Airways’ fleet comprises two
ATR72s, an ATR42, three F28s and three
Xian MA-60s.

constitution and parliamentary
proceedings, expected to first convene in
January of next year after having been
absent for decades, to bolster the drive
to either bring all ethnic forces under the
Tatmadaw’s umbrella or liquidate the
opposition.

Moreover, 2011 will hardly resemble
the close of the 1980s regarding military
strengths and balances. Though ethnic
peoples in Burma are estimated to
comprise some 35 to 40 percent of the
population, the Tatmadaw maintains a
significant troop differential approaching
an overall ratio of ten to one, with
approximately 350,000 to 400,000 troops
believed on the military’s docket.

Further, as evidenced by recent troop
movements and clashes with ethnic
forces, and consistent with the
Tatmadaw’s twenty-year force
modernization drive, Burma’s military
appears confident in confronting enemies
on multiple fronts, a far cry from the early
1990s when Rangoon desperately sought
to shore up military boundaries through
the implementation of ceasefire pacts.

Thus, while a bloc of opposition
movements, fronted by the National
League for Democracy, can be expected
to push for the advent of a Panglong I,

revisiting an ill-fated diplomatic effort of

the same name just prior to independence
that sought to guarantee a certain degree
of autonomy for ethnic populations, the

military-influenced parliament (Panglong
Il as presently envisioned falls well
outside any parliamentary undertaking)
can be expected to pursue a more
hardline approach with respect to finally
resolving Burma'’s ethnic problems.

There is hope that neighboring
countries, which can be assumed would
realize a drastic influx of refugees from
any renewed widespread fighting, will
pressure Naypyidaw to desist from its
most drastic designs. In mid-December,
under pressure from Beijing, Burma was
forced to reopen lucrative border trading
posts linking China with ethnic dominated
areas in the north.

And, of course, as long as Aung San
Suu Kyi remains free there will be
considerable attention paid to her
actions.

However, as the New Year
approaches the house money places 2011
as a pivotal year in the history of Burma'’s
ethnic opposition movements, an issue
that dovetails well with the Tatmadaw’s
hope for the longevity of both the 2008
constitution and reopening of parliament.
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US envoy meets Burmese political parties

Burmese opposition leader Aung San Suu Syi greets US deputy assistant secretary of
state for East Asian and Racific affairs Joseph Yun at her home on Rangoon’s Univer-
sity Avenue on December 10, 2010. The US envoy reaffirmed that the United States
remains open to direct dialogue with Burma’s military regime. Photo: Mizzima.

Ko Wild

Chiang Mai — US deputy assistant
secretary of state for East Asia and Pacific
affairs, Joseph Yun, on December 7" in
Rangoon met political parties that won

seats in November’s elections in Burma.
The senior US diplomat was starting
a four-day visit to Burma that entailed the
first high-level talks between the two
countries since the junta released pro-

Report condemns Norway fund’s Burma investments

democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi from
house arrest.

He met leaders from at least eight
political parties for more than an hour on
December 7", Cho Cho Kyaw Nyein,
secretariat of the Democratic Party
(Myanmar), who attended the meeting,
told Mizzima.

“He wanted to know about the current
political situation and asked us for our
opinions on the Kalaymyo Declaration,
which will be implemented by Daw Suu,”
she said, though withholding further details.

The Zomi National Congress (ZNC), an
ethnic minority political party that
competed in the 1990 elections, in late
October issued its Kalaymyo Declaration,
calling for the convening of a second
Panglong conference to restore national
reconciliation and establish an inclusive
federal union.

More than 50 people including National
League for Democracy (NLD) vice-
chairman Tin Oo, Committee Representing
the People’s Parliament (CRPP) secretary
Aye Tha Aung, Mon leaders Nai Ngwe
Thein and Naing Tun Thein, prominent
politicians Thakhin Thein Maung, Ohn
Maung and Nyunt Thein as well as student
leaders have signed the declaration.

Suu Kyi was under house arrest when
the declaration was made but has since
joined calls for such a conference, and the
ZNC has handed over implementation of
the project to her and her NLD party.

The original Panglong Agreement was
reached between the Burmese
government as represented by Aung San,

r

Suu Kyi's father, and the Shan, Kachin and
Chin peoples on February 12%, 1947.
Signatories accepted in principle “Full
autonomy in internal administration for the
Frontier Areas”

Khin Maung Swe, leader of the
National Democratic Force (NDF), an
offshoot of Suu Kyi's NLD who also attended
the meeting with Yun, told Agence Fance-
Presse “He [Yun] asked about the election
and we explained to him about the
advanced voting.”

Also meeting the US envoy were
Khin Maung Gyi, joint general secretary
of the National Unity Party, which won
the second highest number of seats, NDF
chairman Dr. Than Nyein, Karen People’s
Party vice-chairman Dr. Simon Thar and
Rakhine Nationalities Development Party
general secretary Hla Saw. Leaders
from the Chin Progressive Party, Chin
National Party and All Mon Region
Democracy Party also attended.

However, the military-backed Union
Solidarity and Development Party
(USDP) failed to show despite also being
invited.

Some delegates expressed their
wish to Yun for the United States to lift
sanctions against the junta. “They gave
the reason that they [sanctions] affected
only the people, not the targeted
generals,” stated Cho Cho Kyaw Nyein.

Following his meeting with political
party representatives the US diplomat
left for the Burmese capital of Naypyidaw
to meet officials government officials
including foreign minister Nyan Win.
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Engineers work on the Yadana pipeline in the 1990s. ERI has documented that many of the access roads and helicopter pads for the pipeline were built with forced labour on land
confiscated without compensation. An ERI report released in December accuses the Norwegian government of complicity in such abuses by the Burmese regime via a sovereign
wealth fund with a stake in Burma’s energy sector. Photo: ERI.

Thomas Maung Shwe

Chiang Mai— Norway'’s government
has been accused of being “complicit in
land confiscation, forced labour; killings, and
upholding a repressive military regime in
Burma” by way of its sovereign wealth
fund’s US$4.7 billion stake in 15 firms in
Burma’s energy sector, according to a
rights organisation report released on
December 15".

The accusations came in a report by
EarthRights International (ERI) titled,
“Broken Ethics: The Norwegian
Government’s Investments in Oil and Gas
Companies Opeating in Burma.”

According to the report, the fund’s
investment in firm’s linked to serious
human rights abuses in Burma are in clear
violation of the fund’s ethics guidelines.
Matthew Smith, one of the report’s authors
was quoted in ERI's press release launching
the report that the “Norwegian peoples’
money is invested in corporate human
rights abuses while the Ethical Guidelines

4

go unapplied. The ethics are broken but
not beyond fixing.”

The majority of the fund’s Burma-
tainted investments are in two western
firms involved in the Yadana gas project,
which ERI has spent years investigating, it
said. French firm Total and US firm
Chevron have collaborated with the
Burmese military regime to pursue their
lucrative businesses, which has included
paying the Burmese regime for security
services and relying on the regime to
construct key infrastructure for their
projects such as access roads and
helicopter landing pads using forced labour.
The latest figures show the fund presently
has a massive US$2.6 bilion stake in Total
and a US$900 million stake in Chevron.

The Norwegian government-appointed
independent Council on Ethics, which
advises Norway’s sovereign wealth fund
(the world’s second largest) on its holdings,
concluded in 2007 that Total, which has a
31 percent stake in the Yadana project, was
not presently involved in human rights

abuses. While acknowledging that such
abuses were likely to have occurred during
the Yadana pipeline’s construction phase,
the council claimed the fund’s US$2 billion
investmentin Total complied with the fund’s
2004 ethics policy because Total held no
responsibility for rights abuses now
occurring.

In the words of the council, the “fact
that a company has operations in states
controlled by repressive regimes does not,
in itself, constitute sufficient grounds to
exclude a company from the Fund”.

The ERI report, however, refutes this
claim with first-hand witness accounts of
extrajudicial killings and forced labour
occurring in the territory running along the
pipeline.

Under guideline’s set forth by the
Norwegian government, if the council decided
that unethical activities of a firmin the fund’s
portfolio had caused severe environmental
or human rights violations or “if there is an
unreasonably high likelihood that the
company’s activities will contribute to future

abuses” then the fund is supposed to take
action, either putting the firm under special
observation or divesting totally.

Gro Nysteun, the head of the council,
dismissed the report’s key findings that the
firm’s activities had caused human rights
abuses. Nysteun said, “We don'’t disagree
on the situation in Burma but we can only
exclude companies from the pension fund
when the companies themselves are actively
participating in the violations of norms.”

ERI campaign director Paul Donowitz
responded by telling Mizzima his organisation
was very disappointed by Nysteun’s response
to the report. He said ERI was simply calling
on the council to “apply their own standards
to the Ethical Guidelines for companies
operating in Burma'’s oil and gas sector. Clear
evidence demonstrates that these 15
companies are actively involved in projects
thatare leading directly to serious and ongoing
human rights abuses against local
populations, or, for projects at the planning
and construction phase, include an
unreasonably high ikelihood of future abuses’”
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UK urges Ban to sack Nambiar, appoint full-time Burma envoy

Recently released Burmese opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi welcomes Vijay Nambiar
(left), United Nations Secretary General Ban Ki-moon’s special envoy to Burma, atthe
front door of her Rangoon home on Saturday, November 27, 2010. Photo: Mizzima.

Thomas Maung Shwe

Chiang Mai— Britain has suggested
to UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon that
a full-time envoy be appointed to replace
former Indian diplomat Vijay Nambiar,
Ban’s interim Burma envoy, the country’s
UN ambassador Mark lyall Grant told
reporters in New York in early December.

Nambiar, who also serves as Ban’s
chief of staff, took on the position of Burma
envoy part-time following the departure of
Nigerian diplomat Dr. Ibr ahim Gambari last
December

Grant made the comment following a
UN Security Council meeting on Burma in
which Nambiar reported back on his recent
two-day trip to Rangoon, during which he
met pro-democracy leader Aung San Suu
Kyi. The British call for a full-time
replacement for Nambiar was echoed by
Mexico’s ambassador to the UN, Claude
Heller.

Ban’s deputy spokesman, Farhan Haq,
informed Mizzima that Ban told

ambassadors “he is considering the idea)
adding that Ban’s office would make an
announcement if there was any change of
personnel.

Mark Farmaner of the London-based
advocacy group Burma Campaign UK
responded to news that the British
government had proposed replacing
Nambiar, stating that whi le his organisation
has advocated that Ban and his office take
a greater role on the Burma file they have
been unimpressed with the performance
of his chief of staff as Burma envoy.

He said his organisation was
“increasingly concerned by the approach
of Nambiar, who seems to be following the
failed approach of Gambari, thinking that
befriending the generals will somehow buy
influence. It seems that the dictatorship
has got lucky yet again.”

Burma Campaign was extremely
disappointed with Nambiar’s handling of
Burma'’s ethnic question, Farmaner said,
adding that, “We are also disappointed that
yet again a UN envoy has gone to Burma,

Burmese eligible for visa on arrival in India

Khaing Suu

New Delhi— Indiaistoringinthe New
Year by welcoming travellers from five
Southeast Asian countries including Burma
with visas on arrival, the Hindustan Times
reported on December 121",

The single-entry visas will be available
from January 1% onwards for citizens of
Burma, Cambodia, Vietnam, Philippines
and Laos at the Delhi, Mumbai, Kolkata and
Chennai international airports and will be
valid for 30 days, the report said, citing a
senior Tourism Ministry official.

“The decision was taken after due
discussion with the ministries of External
Affairs and Home. A formal announcement
in this regard will be made soon,” the
official said, adding, “the VOA [visas on
arrival] would facilitate in attracting more
Buddhist pilgrims from these countries.”

The visas, however, will be issued to
travellers from these countries visiting for
any purpose. Even so, the daily reported
that India had decided to issue the visas

as a New Year's present to Buddhist
pilgrims.

The visa fee has yet to be fixed, the
official added. Tourist visas for Burmese
typically cost US$40.

Burmese pilgrims usually visit three
main sites in India, Bodh Gaya, Varanasi
and Kushinagar, in addition to Lumbini, the
reputed birthplace of the Buddha, located
just across the Indian border in Nepal.

Burmese national air carrier Myanmar
Airways International stops in Bodh Gaya,
site of the Buddha's enlightenment, on its
Rangoon-India and Mandalay-India routes.

India has this year been issuing visas
on arrival to citizens from Finland, Japan,
Luxembourg, New Zealand and Singapore
for a fee of US$60.

The number of visas issued under this
scheme between January and November were
Singapore, 1,623; New Zealand, 1,604; Japan,
1,241, Finland, 1,123; and Luxembourg, 53,
the Indian government press bureau reported
onits website in early December.

met with Aung San Suu Kyi and the
generals, and not with key ethnic
representatives. The mandate from the
General Assembly which Nambiar is acting
on is to secure tripartite dialogue, not just
dialogue between the generals and Aung
San Suu Ki.”

The Washington Postreported last
month that in August Nambiar met Chinese
UN ambassador Li Baodong days after the
US announced its support for the creation
of a commission of inquiry to investigate
possible war crimes committed by the
Burmese regime. The report said that
during the “confidential” meeting Li relayed
Beijing’s strong opposition to any such
inquiry.

Nambiar later appeared to share
Chinese opposition to the commission of
inquiry. A report in September this year
on the Situation of Human rights in Burma,
prepared with the assistance of Nambiar
in his position as Burma envoy and officially
submitted by Ban to the General Assembly
made no mention of the pr oposed inquiry.

The omission came despite the fact
that UN special rapporteur on the situation
of human rights in Burma Toméas Ojea
Quintana had issued a report in March to
the UN Human Rights Council that called
for such an inquiry.

In response to questions about the
glaring absence of mention regarding
rights abuses in ethnic areas, Ban’s
spokesman Hagq said at a press conference
in New York on November 26™, “I ha ve no
comment on the SG’s [Secretary General]
human rights report, which speaks for
itself”

The calls to replace Nambiar came just
days after a widely circulated report by
Inner City Press reporter Matthew Russell
Lee who contends sources in the UN had
said that after returning from Burma
“Nambiar’s internal reporting to UN officials
was critical of Aung San Suu Kyi,
characterising her as out of touch and
somehow too hard-line.”

However, Haq told Mizzima that Russel
Lees report “is not accurate”, and that
according to Haq, “Mr Nambiar has
considerable respect for Daw Aung San Suu
Kyi.”

Responding to Hag's denial, Russell Lee
told Mizzima he stood by his story. He said in
an email message, “Having spoken with
people privy to Mr Nambiar’s report — back
within the UN Secretariat — Inner City Press
stands by its story 100 percent. Mr Hag's denial
gives rise to the question: did Haq even ask
to see the internal report before denying it?”

India continued from page 1

the Indian army on February 11, 1998.
The rebels claim they were betrayed by
Indian military intelligence officer
Lieutenant Colonel Grewal, who they said
offered them safe haven on Landfall
Island on India’'s Andaman and Nicobar
Islands. But, upon arrival at the island six
of their top leaders were instead led off
and shot dead.

The rest were detained for six years
without trial at Port Blair on Andaman
Island. In October 2006 they were
transferred to the Presidency Jail in
Kolkata. The city’s sessions court charged
them with illegal entry into India and
possession of arms and explosives.

Grewal has since left military
intelligence and is reportedly living in
Rangoon as a guest of the Burmese
military junta.

After a more than three-year trial, the
Indian Central Bureau Investigation (CBI)

While Nambiar certainly has not
condemned Suu Kyi or the NLD in public,
he has made positive statements about
Burma’s recent and much criticised
elections. In an interview with the BBC
Burmese langue service conducted after
the election, Nambiar stipulated that in
Burma “Government formation is taking
place. | think there will be new spaces,
new slots in the parliament which will open
up for by-elections”

Meanwhile, Nambiar remains
surrounded in controversy over questions
regarding his actions in May last year during
the final days of Sri Lanka’s war with the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE),
a.k.a. Tamil Tigers, while he was in the
country on behalf of Ban as part of an
effort by the UN to stop the bloodshed. Ban
sent the former Indian diplomat to Sri
Lanka despte that his own br other, retired
Indian army general Satish Nambiar
having served as an adviser to the Sri
Lankan military for several years.

Marie Colvin, a reporter with The
Timesof London, wrote that on Monday,
May 18, 2009, at 5:30 a.m. , she personally
called Nambiar in Colombo to relay a
message she had received from members
of the LTTE leadership who were
surrounded in a bunker with 300 loyalists
including women and children, that they
were ready to give themselves up to Sri
Lankan government troops. According to
Colvin the leaders wanted “Nambiar to be
present to guarantee the Tigers’ safety.”

Nambiar told Colvin that he had been
assured by Sri Lankan president Mahinda
Rajapaksa that those who gave up would
be safe if they were to “hoist a white flag
high.” When Colvin suggested that Nambiar
go personally to withess the surrender he
told her it would not “be necessary” and
that “the president’'s assurances were
enough”

Hours later the lifeless bodies of
dozens of members of the LTTE leadership
including the two men who told Colvin they
were ready to give up, were put on display
by a triumphant Sri Lankan government.

The Times also reported that after
arriving in Colombo to survey the situation,
Nambiar was briefed by UN staff that they
estimated at least 20,000 people had died
“mostly by army shelling” during the final
stages of the war against the Tigers. The
report said Nambiar “knew about but chose
not to make public” the UN estimates.

reached a settlement with the accused in
July last year. The court accepted a plea
bargain based on time served but
imposed a fine of 6,000 rupees (US$128)
on each of the group.

All 34 of the group had paid their fines
by September 15" but were still being
held in the Kolkata prison on the grounds
that they were without proper documents
to stay in India, Tint Swe said. They have
submitted applications with the UNHCR to
be recognised as asylum seekers.

The UNHCR has asked permission
from the Indian government to interview
them over the applications, a UN official
from New Delhi said on condition of
anonymity, adding that | ndian officials
have as of yet failed to respond.

“They want their freedom as soon as
possible. They have spent more than 12
years in prison and their case has been
concluded by the court, so they are
suffering great stress...in facing an
uncertain future,” Dr. Tint Swe said.
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Suu Kyi on the present and future

politics of Burma

Thea Forbes

Rangoon— Opposition leader and Nobel Peace laureate Aung San Suu Kyi spoke

with Mizzima on December 1%, responding to questions on a range of topics concerning
politics and the future of Burma. The following is a partial transcript of the interview.

At your public address on
November 14 ™ there was a large
signboard of you and your father.
How important do you think that
imagery and lineage is?

It's very important. Not as a lineage,
let's not putitas alineage, it's just because
of my father, mainly because the people
trusted him and politicians who can be
trusted are rather rare nowadays. So, they
are very devoted to my father and they
feel that he was a leader they could have
depended on him if only he had lived.

How important do you think the
participation of the military is in a
second Panglong Conference?

The purpose of the first Panglong
Conference was to establish the fact that
the different ethnic nationalities would work
together for the independence of Burma,
there was nothing divisive about it at all.
The purpose of the Panglong Conference,
the second Panglong, is to establish a true
union spirit, and of course as many people
participating in this process as possible
would be what we are aiming towards. But,
this is mainly to establish a genuine spirit
of union, to work for unity amongst the
different ethnic nationalities of Burma.

How do you think the military can
be involved in creating unity?

The first step towards unity is to listen.
To establish unity in a country like Burma
where there are many different ethnic
groups, you have to listen, especially if you
are in a position of power. And by listening
you will hear what itis that the people want,
what their aspirations are, what their
hopes are, what their fears are. Once you
understand this then you can start building
up a foundation on which we can create
unity out of div ersity.

You and your party have quite
strongly condemned the elections,
what would you say to the people and
the parties who have no links to the
military who gained seats?

This is, this was, their choice, and
when you talk about parties that have
gained seats...I think they will have
differing opinions on what the elections
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really meant, | think that's something you
will have to ask them.

You mentioned in your November
14" press conference that you
thought education was paramount to
reform in Burma, do you think an issue
such as education could provide a
platform for you and your party to
work with the government?

Health, education, anything that really
affects the welfare of the people, we will
be very, very happy to cooperate with
anybody.

The UN special rapporteur for
human rights who visited Burma has
called for the launch of a commission
of inquiry into human rights abuses
in Burma. There’s some uncertainty
as to your stance on the matter?

I have never called for the generals to
be had up into court and tried. That has
nothing to do whatsoev er with Tomas Ojea
Quintana’s proposals, that is a different
issue altogether.

Do you think pursuit of dialogue
with the military is realistic?

Why not? People keep saying that
‘you’ve asked for dialogue for a long time
and the SPDC [State Peace and
Development Council, the junta’s name for
itself] has not r esponded, so why do you
keep on persisting?’ But, if people felt that
then we would never have had progress
as a human race would we? We’d have to
go back right to the beginning and those
apes would have said ‘Why are you trying
to get up on two legs? You'll never get
there’. And yet here we are, standing up.

What's your position on economic
deals brokered between the junta
and foreign governments and
companies?

| think this depends on the kind of
contracts they’ve been having, doesn't it?
We believe in the rule of law, and whatever
we do we will respect the rule of law.

Many of your supporters have
denounced the Obama
administration’s coupling of
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On October 24" the Zomi National
Congress launched an appeal for the
convening of a second Panglong
conference to iron out the status of
ethnic groups within the framework of
a unitary Burmese state. The project
essentially seeks to echo the
atmosphere and work surrounding the
initial Panglong Agreement of 1947,
which was never successfully
implemented during ensuing periods of
democratic or authoritarian rule.

The call has met with positive
reception from a number of groups,
including Aung San Suu Kyi's National
League for Democracy, which is now
tasked with the implementation of the
project. However, as well intentioned as
the goals of a Panglong Il may be,
guestions must be asked of the utility in
pursuing the project with regard to its
current parameters.

Critically, the military is not on board
with the present scheme. While the door
is left ajar in case they decide to join,
there appears insufficient energy being
expended to make a Panglong Il an
attractive proposition for the Burmese
military to support, especially as
marketed as a predominantly opposition,
and NLD, political initiative. And without
the active participation of the mi litary,
the principle antagonist confronting
ethnic opposition demands, any fruits
stemming from a Panglong Il will carry
minimal effect on policy.

Moreover, the basis for a Panglong
Il stands in direct refutation of the 2008
constitution and ensuing 2010 general
election, denying the legitimacy of both.
Clearly, the central government,
drawing legitimacy from both the

Panglong Il in further need of
development

constitution and election, is not going
to support the initiative as currently
envisioned. As such, the presently
proposed Panglong Il, operating outside
of the legal fold, essentially demands
parties choose between rival and
antagonistic contestants to political
power.

With Burma’s debilitative political
atmosphere already long polarized, a
proposition asking participants to
choose stark political sides is not what
is needed to assist in traversing the
treacherous path of national
reconciliation.

Instead of pushing forward with a
Panglong Il as presently encapsulated,
all parties would be wise to first step
back and ask what is necessary for any
such conference to have any practical
effect on developments inside Burma,
as opposed to becoming yet another
unenforceable demand to be paraded
in front of the international communi ty.

Without doubt, the military will
need to be a vital contributor. Moreover,
the process will need to be conducted
within the sphere of recognized legal
political action. Otherwise, a Panglong
Il —whether deemed justified or not —
will come to be interpreted by those
outside the endeavor as but another
threat to both the unity of country and
legitimacy of government.

In the end, though a Panglong Il
inclusive solely of like-minded parties
and organizations would assuredly be
less contentious and far simpler in
production, it would also assuredly
mitigate any meaningful contribution
that may be forthcoming from its
convening.

engagement with punitive measures

on Burma. Do you feel that relations

between the NLD and Washington
have undergone more tension now
than previously?

I don’t feel that personally, because |
believe in engagement. | think you should
engage with everybody. | said at the v ery
beginning when the Obama administration
said that they would use both sanctions
and engagement in dealing with the
regime...that | perfectly agreed with it, but
they must engage with us on an equal
basis.

There has recently been concern
of the military’s nuclear ambitions.
What's your position on the role of
nuclear energy and power in Burmese
society?

| think we need to be a lot more
efficient before we start engaging in things
like nuclear changes, because that needs
a high degree of efficiency and security
and safety precautions. Which is why,
again, it all comes back to transparency
and accountability. If there’s no
transparency we really don’t know what'’s
going on. We don’t know whether there is
a big nuclear station being built or not. We
don’t know anything, the public doesn’t
know anything.

Do you think there will be a chance
that the NLD will call for a re-election?

We are not calling for a re-election,
and we have never said that we are
interested in calling for another election. |
think this is a very, very premature
guestion.

How do you feel that the NLD, and
politics in general, are appreciated
by Burmese youth today?

I myself find far greater participation
of youth in political activities than was the
case seven years ago. So, | think that the
youth are much more, much more aware
of the fact that they need to be a part of
those who are working for change, that
they just can'’t sit back and expect change
to happen without any effort on their part.
Soit's a good thing, a good change.

Do you think there will be efforts
to increase freedom of media or
freedom of the Internet in Burma?

Aren’t they trying all the time? After
all, there are a lot of new journals in
Burma and their have been some
problems about my photographs
appearing in their journals etcetera, but
they seem to be continuing with their
efforts —which is a good thing, it's a good
move forward.



December 2010

Commentary

Vol.8 No. 12

Bangkok — “People must work in
unison. Only then can we achieve our
goals,” the BBC quoted the just-released
Aung San Suu Kyi as saying. But, which
people, and which goals?

Specfically, how will the National
Democratic Force (NDF) respond to Suu
Kyi's release? Not only is she a national
heroine and a Nobel Peace Priz winner,
but it is also arguable that, legally and
morally, she is the legitimate prime
minister of Burma.

The NDF shares the democratic goals
put forward by Suu Kyi’'s National League
for Democracy (NLD) and has been
organisationally distinct for less than a year.
Yet, it stands to seat dozens of members
in the junta-sponsored Hluttaws
(parliaments) that are scheduled to
emerge from the November 7 “elections”.
The NLD boycotted those elections, and
continues to reject the results thereof.
Should the NDF take the seats that were
doled out to it in the elections? Indeed,
should the NDF continue to exist as a
distinct organisation?

In a public statement made on October
9, 2010, Khin Maung Swe, NDF leader said
that the NDF would be scrapped if Aung
San Suu Kyi, after her release, so
requested, as she is the leader of those
struggling for democracy in Burma. He
further indicated a willingness to work with
NLD leaders to ensure that Suu Kyi would
fully understand that the NDF was still on
the right track. Now, with Suu Kyi’s
freedom, he has reiterated his desire to
work with her. Mizzima reports his stating
on the day of her release, “We are ready
to meet her, if she desires. We want to

b 5
- & r
J L f
TN -l
v
il

Junta Iosmg pohti ﬂlwar agains
~r 2

Chiang Mai — The recent pressure
being levelled against the Kachin
Independence Organisation by the
Burmese junta follows a period of relatively
smooth relations. Unlike some other armed
ethnic groups, KIO leaders have continually
sought to avoid confrontation with the
Burmese military since accepting a
ceasefire deal in 1994.

Meanwhile, Kachin leaders have
groomed a new generation of KIO and civil
society young people to continue the goals
of the Kachin in a future Burma, envisioning
the various generations working together.
But, well aware of this strategy, Burmese
authorities are attempting to pre-empt
Kachin elders from playing a role in the
state’s political developments.

The Kachin people, for their part,
having never been won over by the
Burmese junta, are prepared to support
state governance under the administration
of the KIO and its antecedents.

The regime’s approach in confronting
armed ethnic outfits such as the KIO came

Suu Kyi's quest

Dr. Shawn Smith

cooperate with her in the struggle for
democracy”

On its side, the NLD may well have
been holding out an olive branch to the
NDF via statements made in an interview
with Mizzima two days after the election.
In that interview Win Tin, a member of
the central executive committee of the NLD,
indicated that despite the NLD'’s election
boycott, it wanted to do what it could to
alleviate the increased ugliness that this
“election fraud” added to Burmese politics.
He stated, “This kind of vote riggings
happening in politics has bad
consequences for Burma’s politics. If we

about as a means to defuse domestic
pressure mounting from Aung San Suu Kyi
and her National League for Democracy
(NLD) in the early 1990s. Specfically, a
policy of “divide and rule” adopted from

the British colonial administration was
employed to drive a wedge between the
democratic movement led by Suu Kyi and
ethnic armed struggles.

Kachin leaders felt junta
representative Khin Nyunt, who oversaw
the ceasefire initiatives, could understand
the demands of ethnic peoples, even
though the former intelligence chief never
promised any type of federal system or
separation of powers for the states.
Instead, pressure was placed on the Kachin
and others to work within the framework
of the National Convention, a critical
component of the regime’s political “road
map”.

However, things started to go
drastically wrong from the ethnic ceasefire
groups’ perspective after Khin Nyunt was
purged in 2004, as they lost a critical line
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take the view that bad politics in turn lead
to bad consequences for the people, then
we are also responsible. Although we are
boycotting this election, we feel that we
are also partly responsible. Therefore, we
will try to remedy the situation and take
appropriate actions. For the moment, |
can't tell you how. We still have to decide
on that matter.”

It would seem that Suu Kyi might now
have the opportunity to “remedy the
situation and tak e appropriate actions”. But,
this depends on any restrictions that might
have been imposed on her release. Will
she be allowed to play an active political
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of direct access to the country’s political
decision-making matrix. Instead,
communication between ceasefire parties
and the government was demoted to state
and local levels. The national government
concerned itself solely with the provision
of commercial benefits. Ethnic leaders were
left to wait and see regarding the future
of any political developments.

Accordingly, ceasefire groups had
hoped this year’s general election would
provide an alternative means by which to
deal with political matters, including
possible statehood. But facing stringent
restraints in the areas of time, resources
and electoral laws, the junta has had an
easy go of recruiting Kachins and others
to back government-supported parties and
marginalise the political clout of the KIO
and like-minded oultfits.

The uncertainty surrounding relations
with Naypyidaw has led many ethnic
leaders along the Sino-Burmese border to
seek Chinese assistance, requesting the
presence of Chinese leaders at the border

role? Will she be able to serve as an
“umpire” above whatever tensions remain
between the NLD and the NDF and
between those organisations and the
institutions of the ethnic minorities? As long
as there is sufficient unity regarding who
“the people” are, and just what “our goals”
are, then her release will prove to be far
more than the bit of symbolism that the
junta was hoping it could be turned into
by delaying her release until after its rigged
elections.

Will Suu Kyi be able to foster the
systemic changes necessary to advance
the cause of democracy in Burma? As her
speech to supporters outside NLD
headquarters makes clear she recognises
the need to go beyond words to structural
work, “I've always believed in national
reconciliation. I've said time and again that
I've worked by depending on the strength
of the people. But that will be effective only
when we can use this strength
systematically. Please let me say to the
people again: We cannot achieve victory
by merely hoping for it. We can achieve
victory if and only if we work with courage
and determination for what we want. We
also need to explore the best path to
achieve victory too”

Having spent 20 years teaching
philosophy and political theory at
institutions including the American
University in Cairo and the University of
Cape Town, South Africa, Dr. Shawn
Smith is based in Bangkok, Thailand,
combining political punditry and creative
writing. He is working on a book about the
November 7" Burmese elections.

in the hope of convincing Beijing and
Kunming authorities to support the desires
of Burma’s ethnic communities. However,
it has been a difficult sell, as ethnic leaders
are well aware of China’s entrenched
national interests in the Burmese state.

China, for its part, also tasted the
effects of 30,000 refugees flooding into the
country from Burma in the wake of last
year's Burmese military offensive in the
Kokang region. Beijing is thus quite
reluctant to give the go-ahead to Burmese
officials in the liquidation of the KIO and
other ethnic forces operating along their
shared border.

The bottom line is that China will not
tolerate instability in Burma. As such, China
will only have more problems if the
Burmese regime moves against the KIO
and other ceasefire groups; a predicament
only compounded with the probable
involvement of international organisations,
including humanitarian and religious
groups.

“A major offensive against the KIO ...
is very unlikely,” a source close to the
Chinese government said. “China will not
allow any civil war along the border with
Yunnan province”

Instead, observers assess current
military manoeuvring on the part of the
Burmese regime as an attempt to pressure
Beijing to convince ethnic ceasefire groups
to accept the regime’s Border Guard Force
proposal.

With both Naypyidaw and ethnic forces
lobbying Chinese officials for political
backing, one source concluded “neither
would get any concrete assurance from
Beijing, with Beijing only encouraging talks
and a peaceful solution.”

Either way, the Burmese regime is
confronting a realisation that it has lost its
ability to control political influence in Kachin
State and other ethnic areas straddling the
Chinese boder.

Nyo Ohn Myint is chairman of the
National League for Democracy (Liberated
Area) foreign affairs committee based in
Thailand.
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Chiang Mai — Sixteen years after
Burma’s military regime reached a
ceasefire deal with the country’s second
largest rebel group, the Kachin
Independence Organisation, the KIO, and
the 10,000 soldiers it claims belong to its
armed wing are preparing for war.

Just outside of the KIO’s rebel capital
of Laiza in the far north of Kachin State
Mizzima recently met a group of recruits
finishing their weapon’s training. A 25-
year-old nursing student in full battle dress
was one of the many female combatants
at the Kachin Independence Army (KIA)
firing range. With machine gunin hand she
explained why she had recently enlisted,
“We female soldiers must join our male
counterparts in fighting because peace
can't be obtained by men alone.” She
added that there are about 800 women in
the KIA.

Tensions between the KIO and the
Burmese Army have increased
significantly since mid-October when the
regime’s official newspaper, the New Light
of Myanmar, used the term “insur gent” to
describe the KIO. Normally the regime only
uses insurgent to describe rebel groups
such as the Karen National Union that have
refused to sign an official ceasefire
agreement. This was the first time since
the 1994 ceasefire that the KIO had been
so labelled by the Burmese regime.

Following the declaration that the KIO
were insurgents, Than Shwe’s regime
sought to pressure them by severely
restricting the movement of goods passing
along the KIO’s lucrative toll roads, which
for the past 16 years have served as a vital
trade link between Burma and China and
an important source of income for the KIO.
The regime also ordered the closure of
most of the group’s liaison offices, in
territory it largely controls, throughout
much of Kachin State and parts of
neighbouring Shan State. The offices were
originally established to ensure the truce
went smoothly and to maintain lines of
communication.
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However, the ceasefire, which
benefitted both the KIO and the Burmese
regime economicaly, appears to be on its
deathbed and many observers believe itis
only a matter of time before war breaks
out between the KIO and Burmese armed
forces.

When Mizzima interviewed senior
members of the KIO in Laiza in late
November they laid blame for the souring
of relations squarely on the Burmese
regime and Naypyidaw’s insistence that the
KIA come under the Burmese military’s
control as part of a Border Guard Force
(BGF).

On the issue of joining the BGF, Lana
Gumhpan, a senior figure in the de facto
government that administers KIO terri tory,
told Mizzima, “We KIO considered the issue
deeply and after consultation with our
general public and with our central
committee we came to the conclusion that
the transformation of our military wing
alone would not guarantee a lasting
peace’

Laiza, near the Sino-Burmese border,
was only a small village when the ceasefire
began. Itis now a bustling town, home to
more than 20,000 people. At first glance,
the KIO’s capital looks like any other
Burmese border town, with transport
trucks, several hotels and schools, a
thriving market with gem stores, four
churches and even a golf course. Until very
recently, business had been so good in
Laiza there was a housing shortage, with
many migrant workers finding it cheaper
to live in Chinathan rentin Laiza.

Yet, recent developments have put the
rebel stronghold’s civilian residents on
edge. Many of the people Mizzima spoke
to expressed the feeling that conflict with
the Burmese military was inevitable.

Five decades of rebellion

The KIO and its armed wing were
established in the Kachin-inhabited area
of Shan State in February 1961 in response
to Kachin grievances with Burma’s central

Thomas Maung Shwe

War looms for Kachin as ceasefire crumbles

government. Overwhelmingly Christian,
many Kachin were infuriated by U Nu’s
declaration during the April 1960 election
that if elected he would make Buddhism
the state religion.

The Kachin were also angered that the
Burmese government had never
implemented a pre-independence
agreement brokered by General Aung San
with representatives of Kachin, Shan and
Chin ethnic groups that outlined the
autonomy of those living in Burma’s ethnic
“frontier areas”

The February 1947 Panglong
Agreement was an important precursor for
Aung San’s goal of Burma’s full
independence from Britain. Clause 5 of the
deal gave the ethnic groups represented
the right to local self-government and
declared that Burma’s central government
“will not operate in respect of the Frontier
Areas in any manner which would deprive
any portion of these areas of the autonomy
which it now enjoys in internal
administration. Full autonomy in internal
administration for the Frontier Areas is
accepted in principle.”

However, U Nu, who took over the reins
of Aung San’s Anti-Fascist People’s
Freedom League party following the latter's
assassination in July 1947 failed to live up
to the promises Panglong gave the Kachin
and other ethnic minorities in Burma.

While talking to Mizzima, Lana
Gumhpan pulled out a dusty copy of the
Panglong Agreement and pointed to Clause
5, which he and many others believe would
have prevented many years of civil war in
Burma.

“Despite the Panglong Agreement to
establish a Union state, it never turned out
as we had expected and agreed upon,”
expressed Lana Gumhpan. “We, the Kachin,
and other hill tribes were deprived of
political and human rights. So, eventually
we took up weapons and engaged in
revolutionary movements.”’

Lana Gumhpan said the Burmese
junta’s massive Irrawaddy Myitsone

hydroelectric dam project, underway near
the confluence of the Mali Hka and N’'mai
Hka rivers in the north of the state was

just the latest example of the Burmese
central government ignoring the views of

Burma’s ethnic minorities. He said the
ruling junta had ignored both local

residents’ strong opposition to the project

and the KIO’s concerns about major
environmental damage. Thousands of
people will be forced to move and almost
all of the energy generated by the project

will be sold to China.

Kachin electoral aspirations blocked

In July, the Burmese regime’s national
election commission refused to allow a
political party led by former KIO vice-
president Dr. Manam Tuja to r egister for
last month’s national elections.

Tuja and several other senior party
members had resigned from the KIO last
year to pursue “urban politics”. However,
despite the fact he had represented the
KIO during the regime’s national
convention that drafted Burma’s much-
criticised 2008 constitution, Tuja and
colleagues were prevented from
registering their Kachin State Progressive
Party (KSPP) or registering as
independent candidates, ostensibly
because of their former association with
the KIO.

Kachin officials and Burma watchers
speculate the regime’s blocking of Tuja
was in direct response to the KIO’s refusal
to adopt the junta’s BGF proposal.

Formerly a vocal supporter of the
regime’s national election programme,
Tuja was extremely disappointed at his
disqualification. In an interview with
Burmese media in exile shortly after the
election, he warned, “Tension is high
between the KIA and the government.
More bloodshed will occur since there is
little chance of a peaceful solution to these
issues” — an ominous prediction that
increasingly looks like it will become a
reality.
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Cables add continued from page 1

DPRK [North Korea] connection is not just
about conventional weapons. There is a
peaceful nuclear component intended to
address Burma’s chronic lack of electrical
power generation.”

The whistle-blower website WikiLeaks
began releasing late in November more
than 251,000 leaked United States
embassy cables, in what it called “the
largest set of confidential documents ever
to be released into the public domain.”

A follow-up cable classified “secret”
revealed that Chan had a subsequent
conversation with the unnamed Burmese
government official on November 9™ in
which he then claimed that there had been
a “misunderstanding” regarding his
previous conversation and that he “had
checked around Naypyidaw, [DETAILS

open question which remains a very high
priority for embassy reporting.”

Another American cable dated August
2004 that was also released by WikiLeaks
and The Guardiannewspaper stated that
the US embassy had received reports that
“North Korean workers are reportedly
assembling ‘SAM missiles’ and constructing
an underground facility at a Burmese
military site in Magway Division.”

The cable added, however, that
diplomats were sceptical of their Burmese
source’s claim that there were as many
as 300 North Korean workers at the site in
Magway.

Referring to reports of military
cooperation between Burma and North
Korea, the author of this cable determined,
“While we have no direct evidence of this
alleged cooperation, rumours of ongoing
construction of a nuclear reactor are

REMOVED] now says GOB-DPRKsurprisingly consistent and observations of

[Government of Burma — Democratic
People’s Republic of North Korea]
conversations were merely ‘exploratory’.”

The cable went on to stipulate, “[INAME
REMOVED] cannot confirm any direct
nuclear cooperation. [DETAILS REMOVED]
added that, in any case, the Kang Nam 1
affair and Secretary [of State Hilary
Rodham] Clinton’s remarks in Phuket in July
put everything on hold.”

The North Korean cargo ship Kang
Nam 1 was reportedly bound for Burmain
June last year carrying unknown cargo but
turned around following international
outcry. In the same month, at an
international summit in Phuket, Thailand,
Clinton publicly stated her concerns about
reports of Burmese-North Korean ties.

Commenting on the government
official’s reversal, the author of the cable
observed, “As with many issues in Burma,
the truth behind and possible motivations
forNAME REMOVED] first version and the
recent revision are difficult to ascertain.”
However, the American went on to
speculate, “butto us [DETAILS REMOVED]
revision sounds more like an effort to cover
a lapse in judgment than to deny the
earlier story outright.”

The American author of the second
cable then concluded, “Bottom line: GOB-
DPRK cooperation remains opaque.
Something is certainly happening, whether
that something includes ‘nukes’ is a very

activity such as that described above
appear to be increasing, as are alleged
sightings of North Korean ‘technicians’
inside Burma.”

There are also two more cables released
so far relating to the topic of Burmese
uranium. One cable from 2008 revealed that
an unidentified Burmese man approached
American diplomats offering to sell them
uranium. It said he had handed over a sample
of what he said was uranium that came from
Karenni State, where he had access to up to
2,000 kilogrammes of uranium-bearing rock.
The sample was sent to the US via diplomatic
pouch for further testing. Itis unknown what
came of the sample or the man, who the
cable’s author speculated could also be
“attempting to assist in executing a
government entrapment scheme”

In 2007, another cable reported that the
US embassy’s contacts in the shipping sector
told the Americans that the Burmese regime
shipped 112 tonnes of “mixed ore” from Burma
on January 25" to China via Singapore. The
source told the Americans they “noticed that
authorities treated the shipment as highly
sensitive, and suspect it may have included
uranium.”

According to the US contacts, when the
ore was leaving Burma “security was tighter
than usual, surveillance was heavier, and
officials paid closer attention to the
movement of the shipment and activity at
the port.”

Burmese football club in bid to sign ex-
Premier League players

B i

Zeyar Shwe Myay FC has submitted an unlikely bid for veterans of the English Premier
League, Freddie Ljungberg (above, left) and Henrik Larsson, club general secretary
Than Zaw says. Photo: Agency File Photo.

Kyaw Kha

Chiang Mai— Zeyar Shwe Myay FC is
putting in a bid for an on-loan signing of
two Swedish players, veterans of the
English Premier League, club general
secretary Than Zaw says.

The club has made bids for striker
Henrik Larsson, formerly of Barcelona and
Manchester United, and winger Freddie
Ljungberg, who won a championship while
with Arsenal. The players have as yet failed

to respond, Than Zaw said.

“Our chief coach is Swedish, so he has
close relationships with both players and
he has talked to them [o ver the loan bid],”
Than Zaw told Mizzima.

Larsson, 39, is currently managing
Swedish professional club Landskrona,
which is playing in the second highest
Swedish Football League, while Ljungberg,
33, is currently playing with the Chicago
Fire in the US Major League Soccer.

Ljungberg, who played in the English

Chinese dams affect 16,000 Shan State villagers
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Shan Women'’s Action Network activist Charm Tong speaks at the Foreign Correspon-
dents’ Club of Thailand in Bangkok on Tuesday, December 14, 2010, at the launch of a
report detailing the impact of the new Longjiang hydropower dam in China on Bur-
mese populations downstream. Photo: Mizzima.

Jai Wan Mai

Chiang Mai— The livelihood of around
16,000 villagers along the Shweili River in
Shan State is being severely affected by
drops and surges in water levels the result
of Chinese built dams upriver in China’s
Yunnan Province, according to areport by
two Shan NGOs released on December 1.

The river, known as the Nam Mao in
Shan and Longjiang in Chinese, flows
through the north of Shan State and is a
major tributary of B urma’s Irrawaddy River.

According to the report, launched by
the Shan Sapawa Environmental
Organisation and the Shan Women'’s Action
Network at the Foreign Correspondents’
Club of Thailand in Bangkok, residents of
at least 20 villages in Muse Township who
run river ferries have seen their incomes
halved. The business of traders in Muse
who use the ferries to transport goods has
also been hit hard following drastic falls in
water levels.

In January, local people began to
notice water levels falling, which by April
had dropped to unprecedented lows. In
some places the water was only knee-
deep, handicapping boats. People were
forced to carry their own goods, and in
the worst cases boats ran aground mid-
river.

The recently built Longjiang
Hydropower Project has thus increased

suffering to local villagers that rely on

riverbank business, the report said. Located
in Luxi County, Dehong Prefecture of
Yunnan and 15 miles (25 kilometres) north
of the Sino-Burmese border, the 328-f oot-
high (100-metre) dam has the capacity to

produce 240 megawatts of electricity. The
dam wall was put up in November 2008
with the first turbine coming online in July

of thisyear.

In their report, the NGOs urge the
Chinese government “to investigate and
mitigate the disruptiv e impacts of the dam.”
Moreover, the gr oups asked Beijing to carry
out trans-boundary impact assessments
ahead of the construction of any further
dams in China.

In 2008, Chinese companies built two
other dams on the riv er, including the Yunan
Dehong Nongling Hydropower Project, near
Meng Yang Town in Lianghe County. The
structure has a dam wall 90.5 metres high
and produces 180 MW of electrictty.
Meanwhile, the Shweili Dam in Namkham
Township, northern Shan State, is about
47 metres high and generates 600 MW of
electricity.

The report added that Chinese
companies were planning to build 25 more
dams in Burma.

At the launch, Thai activists also
shared their experiences of the
downstream impact of Chinese dams built
on the Mekong River.

Premier League for ten years with Arsenal
and West Ham before moving to the US
league, said he could return to English football
next month once his commitments in America
had ended, Eurosport UK recently reported.

Zeyar Shwe Myay is owned by Win Myint,
the owner of Shwe Nagar Company Limited,
and coached by Stefan Hansson. Club
authorities revealed the side has sustained
financial losses in previous years, along with
other clubs in Burma, but have refused to
provide any details.

Although club authorities confirmed they
were trying to sign the two Swedish players,
Burmese football fans feel the bid is highly
unlikely to succeed.

“The money that a Burmese football club
can offer to the players is too low for them,”
acknowledged Stefan Hansson.

Moreover, four foreign players have
already signed with Zeyar Shwe Myay for the
next campaign, meaning the club hasreached
its quota of imported talent.

A Burmese football fan further
hypothesized, “Players such as Larsson and
Ljungberg are too old to play in football
leagues in Europe, and even if they want to
continue to play they will choose to play in
football leagues such as the J League (in
Japan) or the Thai Premier League...rather
than play in Burma where human rights
abuses are very common.”

Junta cuts continued from page 11
allowed starting from today [November
24"]...Many goods are stranded there [in
Laiza]”

Laiza’s bus terminal manager said
about ten vehicles were also halted at the
customs checkpoint in Waimau Township
near the Balaminhtin Bridge across the
Irrawaddy River on the night of November
24,

Meanwhile, a KIO source said Infantry
Battalion (IB) 242 manning the Lajaryan
checkpoint blocked cargo trucks carrying
bananas grown at the Shadanpar regional
development centre in a junta-controlled
area 10 miles from Laiza. The source said
over the previous week the regime had
reinforced its presence with 100 troops
from IB 58, Light IB 321 and IB 318
stationed at the former KIO base at Pajau,
four miles west of Laisinbwam.

Lieutenant Colonel Thet Pone from
Northern Command MAS also phoned KIO
officials a few days ago and ordered them
to close their liaison offices. The KIO,
complying, instructed its units to close the
offices no later than November 25™.
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Panglong Il premature, Shan delegates contend

Phanida

Chiang Mai — A Shan Nationalities
Demaocratic Party (SNDP) leader Thet Yuan
Pai, has criticised as premature the Zomi
National Congress (ZNC) plan, now
managed by Aung San Suu Kyi, to convene
a second Panglong Conference.

The task of reconvening the conference
in a bid to guarantee the equality and self-
determination rights of ethnic peoples was
handed to Suu Kyi on November 20" by
ZNC party chairman Pu Cing Tshing Thang.

The first Panglong Agreement was a
deal reached between the Burmese
government under Suu Kyi’'s father,
independence hero Aung San, and Shan,
Kachin and Chin leaders on February 12,
1947, accepting in principle “Full autonomy
in internal administration for the Frontier
Areas” and envisioning the creation of a
Kachin State by Burma’s post-
independence parliament. The deal is
christened after the town of the same
name in southern Shan State.

“It's premature to comment on this
topic. It's difficult to give a decision on it at
the moment,” said Thet Yuan Pai, southern
Shan State leader of the SNDP pary,
popularly known as the White Tiger party
forits logo.

The comments came after SNDP
leaders met Nay Myo Wei from the Peace
and Diversity Party a day earlier. Present
were White Tiger party general secretary
for southern Shan State, Sai Maung Tin, a
central executive committee member from
Panglong, Saw Sai Mein, and party
members Hla Ye Htut and Thet Yuan Pai.

“We don't yet accept it [the convening
of another Panglong Conference] but that
doesn’t mean we’ll never acceptit. We've
decided not to take part in the second
Panglong Conference as it would be too
dangerous for us. It will be impossible to
convene...[within] the legal f ramework,”

Thet Yuan Pai said.

He added, however, that his w as not
the official position of the Whi te Tiger party,
the third most successful to have taken part
in the general election after the Union
Solidarity and Development and the
National Unity parties, emerging victorious
57 seats.

Nay Myo Wei predicts the convening
of second Panglong Conference will fail to
materialise as paragraph two of the
Kalaymyo Declaration, which inaugurated
the Panglong Il idea, iterates the 2008
constitution and the results of this year's
election will not be recognised.

“This declaration is on the front line
of a confrontation. Reform is not included
in it. If Daw Aung San Suu Kyi leads in
implementing this work, all the people
involved in it including Daw Suu may be
detained. After this confrontation, a
thousand [more] activists will be
disappeared from the political scene with
arrests and detentions. It will jeopardise
and paralyse Burmese politics,” he told
Mizzima.

Suu Kyi has called the would-be
conference the “21st century Panglong
Conference”, to be convened in line with
an up-to-date outlook.

The Kalaymyo Declaration was issued
on October 24" at the 22" anniversary
ceremony of the founding of the ZNC in
Kalay Township (Kalaymyo), Sagaing
Division. It calls for national reconciliation
and the reconvening of the conference and
was signed by Pu Cing Tsing Thang, Mon
leader Nai Ngwe Thein, Saw Harry from
the Karen National Congress, Arakan
League for Democracy leaders Aye Tha
Aung and Tha Bahn, Sai Shwe Kyu from
the Shan Nationalities League for
Democracy party, Thaung Ko Thang from
the United Nationalities League for
Democracy and at least 100 others.

Panglong Il can work only if military joins: NLD

el
Refugees who fled fighting in late
November between the Burmese Army
and a Democratic Karen Buddhist Army
faction at a temporary shelter near the
Burmese town of Myawaddy in western
Thailand. Burma’s neighbour already
shelters 250,000 ethnic refugees.
Photo: Brennan O’Connor/Nomad Photos.

Myo Thant

Chiang Mai — Burmese opposition
leaders on December 10" informed US
deputy assistant secretary of state for East
Asia and Racific affairs Joseph Yun that a
second Panglong conference could only be
fruitful if the Burmese military supported
the proceedings, National League for
Democracy (NLD) spokesman Ohn Kyaing
told Mizzima.

“The second Panglong conference is
intended to give people a strong sense of
unity. It does not intend to oppose any
person or any organisation. Practically, it
will be fruitful only if the military
participates in it. So, we want the military
to participate in it. It's an affair we need
to do in unison,” Ohn Kyaing said.

The comment came on the final day

10

of Yun's four-day visit to Burma, as the US
diplomat met NLD and Committee
Representing the People’s Parliament
(CRPP) representatives at NLD general
secretary Aung San Suu Kyi's home for
more than an hour.

CRPP general secretary Aye Tha Aung
added that he felt national reconciliation
could be achieved through a second
Panglong conference.

“Firstly, we need to reach a basic
agreement. Then, the military needs to
make some changes and give the political
parties basic rights. After an all-inclusive
dialogue we will achieve national
reconciliation. National reconciliation is the
most important thing. The second
Panglong conference can achiew it,” Aye
Tha Aung elaborated.

After the meeting with Yun, NLD
central executive committee members and
CRPP members held further deliberations.
Ohn Kyaing said they discussed national
reconciliation, the NLD’s right to survive as
a legal party and means to obtain the
freedom of political prisoners.

CRPP member Htaung Ko Thang, who
attended the meetings, said Burman and
ethnic people were also concerned for Suu
Kyi's personal security, seeking
international community assistance in
providing her security, according to the NLD
spokesman.

Prior to meeting with the NLD
representatives Yun visited Burma’s
administrative capital of Naypyidaw,
speaking with Burmese authorities including
Foreign Minister Nyan Win, Science and
Technology Minister U Thaung and Rolice
Chief Khin Yi.

A statementissued by the US embassy

Shan units abandon bases
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Shan State Army-South troops line up on a parade ground in northeastern Burma last

year. The faction has refused to join the six-member alliance of armed ethnic groups
that signed a deal to join forces against the Burmese Army on November 2, 2010.

Photo: Jai Wan Mai.
Wan Mai

Chiang Mai — Shan troops have
withdrawn into the jungle after burning
their camps in central Shan State, a source
said.

Shan State Army North (SSA-N)
headquarters on November 14" instructed
its units stationed at Wan Etin Wan Kang
Township, and Wan Tu Ya in Mong Nawng
Township to pull out. The instruction came
after a unit of the Burmese Army attacked
the group the previous Friday, the source
close to the SSA-N recounted.

Meanwhile, the Shan Herald Agency
for News (SHAN) reported on November
19", quoting sources close to the army,
that Burmese Army units based around
areas controlled by the SSA-N had recently
been ordered to closely monitor the
group’s movements.

“We were told to follow, arrest and
interrogate anyone coming from the
Brigade 1 area if they came out for
shopping, health treatment or any other
reason, a source quoted a Burmese Army
officer as saying.

The firefight started when a unit of
Light Infantry Division (LID) 33 raninto a
patrol from SSA-N Battalion 24. The
ensuing battle lasted 45 minutes in the
vicinity of Kunkieng-Wanlwe, three miles
(around five kilometres) west of
Wanhsaw, a village near Wanhai, the SSA-
N’s main base.

According to the source, “SSA-N
troops have burned their camps and
disappeared into the jungle. The situation
is very tense and people are afraid that
the Burmese troops might launch reprisals
againstthem.”

The SSA-N’s main base remains in
Wanhai in northern Shan State. Troops
there were also alerted to the tense

situation and were instructed to shoot on
sight any Burmese troops that crossed the
demarcation lines of their controlled area
without first informing SSA-N
headquarters.

One analyst surmised, “The intention
of the pullout is to prepare for potential
clashes and to avoid becoming a target for
the Burmese troops”’

When asked if this was the end of the
ceasefire agreement, he said, “The
ceasefire agreement came to an end on
September 1% It is a testing time for the
ceasefire groups, whether they are ready
for a clash or not. The Burmese Army will
not confront all the ceasefire groups at the
same time because they would face
multiple counterattacks from the different
armed ethnic groups.”

He added, “Previous fighting between
the SSA-N and Burmese troops was just
[the junta] testing the w ater. It is just a
matter of time until the Burmese Army
eliminates another armed opposition
group.”

However, junta tr oops might not have
such an easy time if that is their goal. Six
major armed ethnic opposition groups
reached a deal to join forces against the
Burmese Army at a meeting held
November 39 at Mae Hong Son in
neighbouring Thailand.

Alliance members in addition to the
SSA-N are the Karen National Union,
Karenni National Progressive Party, Chin
National Front, Kachin Independence
Organisation and New Mon State Farty.

Recent tensions between armed ethnic
ceasefire groups and Burmese forces
flared up after the Burmese Army
pressured them to bring their troops under
junta command within the Border Guard
Forces.

in Rangoon said Washington was seeking
direct talks with the junta on the subjects
of human rights, political prisoners and
other important issues.

Although any response from
Naypyidaw to Washington’s overture is
unknown, the country’s state-run
newspaper, New Light of Myanmar,
acknowledged that the government met
the US diplomats to promote bilateral
relations and co-operation.

The Panglong Agreement was reached
between the Burmese government under
Aung San, Suu Kyi’s father, and the Shan,
Kachin and Chin peoples on February 12,
1947, in the town of the same name
located in the south of Shan State.
Signatories accepted in principle “Full
autonomy in internal administration for the

Frontier Areas”

However, U Nu, who took o ver the reins
of Aung San’s Anti-Fascist People’s
Freedom League party following the
latter’s assassination in July 1947 failed
to successfully implement the Panglong
accord after Burma received independence
in January 1948, leaving ethnic minorities
in Burma feeling betrayed.

Since 1962, ethnic minorities have had
their rights and self-determination in
traditional areas of control denied, leading
many of the groups to take up armed
struggle against the ruling Burmese military
junta.

Thailand already shelters some
250,000 ethnic minority refugees following
decades of brutal campaigns by the
Burmese Army.
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Clashes
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Thai army troops move along the Moei River in Mae Sot this morning (November 8,

2010) to reinforce the country’s border with Burma, after fighting broke out between
the Burmese Army and a splinter group of the junta-aligned Democratic Karen

Buddhist Army. Photo: Mizzima
Kyaw Kha

Chiang Mai— Fighting between junta
troops and units from a breakaway brigade
of the Democratic Karen Buddhist Army
continued in late November and early
December near Myawaddy, on the Burmese
side of the border with Thailand, and at
Kawkareik, further west, according to DKBA
sources.

At least 1,000 refugees fled the fresh
battles over the last weekend of November,
escaping to the south of the Thai frontier
town of Mae Sot and joining about 200 who
had previously left, said ethnic armed
groups.

DKBA battalion 902, led by Colonel
Kyaw Thet, and a junta battalion under
Military Operations Command (MOC) 12,
fought for about three hours near Phalu
village from 8 a.m. on the morning of
November 30".

“Junta troops fired 81 and 120
millimetre mortar shells against us so we
fired back. There are some casualies,” a
DKBA central battalion officer told Mizzima.

Earlier, DKBA batalion 902 ambushed
junta troops from Infantry Battalions (IB)
61, 547 and 230 as they were being sent
to reinforce comrades in IB 907, 404, and
549 in Myawaddy Township.

The DKBA said 20 junta soldiers had died
and 30 were wounded in the past three days,
figures Mizzima was unable to confirm.

KIO urges traders to le

'1’1 '.;u...

Traders and shoppers mingle at the fresh
market in the KIO's stronghold of Laiza in
northern Kachin State in this undated
photo. Photo: Mizzima.

Phanida

Chiang Mai — The main Kachin
opposition movement has urged
businessmen in its northern Burma
stronghold of Laiza to leave the town over
fears of potential military conflict between
the ethnic armed group and junta forces.

The Kachin Independence Organisation
(KIO) on December 1% warned traders in
the town near the Sino-Burmese border
that fighting was likely to break out, a
spokesman said.

“We urged the traders to leave town

Meanwhile, DKBA troops led by
Colonel Kyaw Boo and junta troops from
IB 907, 404 and 549 engaged near Wawlay
and Sagawhak villages in Kawkareik
Township, Major Kyi Aung from Karen
National Liberation Army (KNLA) battalion
102 told Mizzima.

A Myawaddy resident furthered, “We
could hear the sounds of heavy weapons
coming from the direction of Phalu this
morning. So we worried that the fighting
would break outin Myawaddy, too. Today,
when my son went to school my wife
waited for him in front of the school as we
were very worried.”

A bus-ticket seller, also in Myawaddy;,
said fears about the proximity of the
fighting were widespread, as shown by the
few passengers using public transport.

“We dared not go out after we heard
the heavy gunfire. Trishaw (thr ee-wheeled
bicycle taxi) drivers could not get
customers. Me, too! There were no
customers today. The fighting badly
affected our businesses; he said.

Meanwhile, DKBA Brigade 5 under
Colonel Saw Lah Pwe, a.k.a. Bo
Moustache, who refused junta orders to
bring his troops under central government
command, in late November rejoined the
Karen National Liberation Army (KNLA)
along with 38 followers. The DKBA and
KNLA violently split up in 1994.

ave base as war looms

for their own sake. If we do not warn them
and fighting breaks out, they will be caught
up in the troubles. We want them to move
to other towns,” KIO Colonel Nawv Ang said.

“This doesn’'t mean we're evicting
them. We've just urged them to leave
town as we're concerned about their
safety,” he told Mizzima.

The Burmese Army has begun to
reinforce battalions in Kachin State. Kachin
military sources said that an artillery unit
had encamped in Bhamo District in the
south of the state.

The KIO believes the junta has also
sent for reinforcements from armoured
divisions 7004 in Myitkyina, the state’s
capital, 7005 in Mohnyin and 7006 in
Bhamo.

Central authorities have been applying
increased pressure on the KIO by blocking
trade from China through Laiza, a vital
source of revenue for the group. Chinese
citizens are also among the traders in the
stronghold town.

A shop owner told Mizzima, “I come
from Bhamo and run a shop in Laiza. Now
| have to return to Bhamo. | don’t know
whattodo”

The KIO has rejected the junta’s
design for it to bring its armed wing, the
Kachin Independence Army (KIA), under
Burmese Army command within a Border
Guard Force (BGF).

continue beeen DKBA factioandjunta troops Junta cuts vital KaChin CaSh source

AKIA soldier pauses in November 2010 during a patrol above Laiza, site of the headquar-
ters of the KIO in Burma's far northern Kachin State bordering China. Photo: Mizzima.

Phanida

Chiang Mai— Burma’s military junta
as of November 24" banned the carriage
of goods from areas under Kachin
Independence Organisation (KIO) control,
severing a valuable income source for the
ethnic armed group, KIO sources said.

Banned are fruit, machinery, machine
tools and kitchen utensils imported from
Chinathat pass through KIO headquarters
at Laiza near the Sino-Burmese border en
route to the Kachin State capital of
Myitkyina. Some products are also flown
on to other areas in the state through
Laiza.

Police and Military Affairs Security
(MAS) officers under the army’s Northern
Command at the Lajaryan checkpoint, six
miles (10 kilometres) south of Laiza, are
reportedly stopping trucks carrying such
goods and confiscating them. Itis the last
checkpoint on Myitkyina-Bhamo highway.

“SPDC troops are not allowing any
goods imported from China through Laiza.
They don't even allow apples,” a Kachin
official at Laiza’s Wungrawt bus terminal
in Laiza told Mizzima, using the
abbreviation for the State Peace and
Development Council, the junta’s name for
itself.

The officers, however, allowed
passengers and vehicles to travel onward
after confiscating their cargo. They

similarly checked goods without stamps to
signify that import duties had been paid,
KIO sources added.

The ban affects KIO income, he said,
declining to give any further details.

An official at the Myitkyina bus terminal
confirmed the bans, “The goods are not
allowed starting from today [November
24%]...Many goods are stranded there [in
Laiza]”

Laiza's bus terminal manager said
about ten vehicles were also halted at the
customs checkpoint in Waimau Township
near the Balaminhtin Bridge across the
Irrawaddy River on the night of November
24,

Meanwhile, a KIO source said Infantry
Battalion (IB) 242 manning the Lajaryan
checkpoint blocked cargo trucks carrying
bananas grown at the Shadanpar regional
development centre in a junta-controlled
area 10 miles from Laiza. The source said
over the previous week the regime had
reinforced its presence with 100 troops
from IB 58, Light IB 321 and IB 318
stationed at the former KIO base at Pajau,
four miles west of Laisinbwam.

Lieutenant Colonel Thet Pone from
Northern Command MAS also phoned KIO
officials a few days ago and ordered them
to close their liaison offices. The KIO,
complying, instructed its units to close the
offices no later than November 25™.

Junta cuts vital Kachin cash source
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tools and kitchen utensils imported from
China that pass through KIO headquarters
at Laiza near the Sino-Burmese border en
route to the Kachin State capital of
Myitkyina. Some products are also flown
on to other areas in the state through
Laiza.

Police and Military Affairs Security
(MAS) officers under the army’s Northern
Command at the Lajaryan checkpoint, six
miles (10 kilometres) south of Laiza, are
reportedly stopping trucks carrying such

goods and confiscating them. Itis the last
checkpoint on Myitkyina-Bhamo highway.

“SPDC troops are not allowing any
goods imported from China through Laiza.
They don't even allow apples,” a Kachin
official at Laiza’'s Wungrawt bus terminal
in Laiza told Mizzima, using the
abbreviation for the State Peace and
Development Council, the junta’s name for
itself.

The officers, however, allowed
passengers and vehicles to travel onward
after confiscating their cargo. They
similarly checked goods without stamps to
signify that import duties had been paid,
KIO sources added.

The ban affects KIO income, he said,
declining to give any further details.

An official at the Myitkyina bus terminal
confirmed the bans, “The goods are not
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Aung San Suu Kyi's release in photographs

1 - Aung San Suu Kyi greets a horde of excited followers and journalists from above the gate

to her University Avenue compound shortly after her official release on the evening of

November 13.

2 - Supporters, journalists and interested bystanders standoff against riot police on University

Avenue on the afternoon of November 12. With crowds surging, additional riot police were

brought in to maintain order until Suu Kyi's release was finalized.

3 - A young boy, aping the official jacket of National League for Democracy elders, is held aloft

by his father in the hopes of espying Burma's opposition leader on the afternoon of November

14 in front of party headquarters on Shwegondine Road.

4 - Supporters of Aung San Suu Kyi demonstrate their affections on the streets of Rangoon.

5 - Aung San Suu Kyi makes offerings at Burma's most noted Buddhist landmark, Shwedagon

Pagoda, on November 25, 2010.

6 & 7 - Aung San Suu Kyi greets well-wishers from National League for Democracy headquar-

ters on November 14, marking her first public address in some seven years.

8 - Aung San Suu Kyi (purple) and son Kim Aris (black, center) make their way through crowds

in central Rangoon. Mother and son had been estranged for ten years before being allowed to

meet shortly after Suu Kyi's release.

9 - Interested onlookers outside of National League for Democracy headquarters. Though the

party officially no longer exists, Aung San Suu Kyi and her supporters continue to insist on its

right to exist and f unction as a national political party.

10 - NLD vice chairman U Tin Oo (orange jacket) and central executive committee member U

Win Tin (blue shirt).

11- A man demonstrates his solidarity with Burma's opposition leader on the day prior to her

release. Hundreds assembled on Norember 12 in the hope that she might be r eleased early

12 - A woman holds up a portrait of Aung San Suu Kyi as she waits for the Nobel peace

laureate to speak.

13 - Burmese pro-democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi delivers an address in honour of

Burma’s National Day at the National League for Democracy headquarters in Bahan Township,

Rangoon, on December 1, 2010. She called for the ruling military junta to co-operate in
‘ national reconciiation for the country’s peace and securty.
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