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Junta denies North
Korean nuclear link

Burmese tycoon brokers
arms deal with China

Thomas Maung Shwe

Opposition alliance marks
Suu Kyi’s 65th birthday

Perry Santanachote

Burmese tycoon continued on page 10 Opposition alliancecontinued on page 7

 Members of the 10 Alliances of Burma, a movement for democracy and
human rights, speak at a June 17 gathering in Bangkok in honor of the

65th anniversary of opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi.  Photo: Mizzima

Tay Za

Human trafficking
flourishing in Burma

Interview with Robert
Goebbels, member of
the European
Parliament
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Thomas Maung Shwe

Washington’s Burma continued on page 6

Javier Delgado Rivera

Chiang Mai – Following the
early June abrupt cancellation of
his Burma trip, Senator Jim
Webb has written an open letter
to U.S. Secretary of State
Hillary Rodham Clinton asking
her to examine allegations by

the Assistant Secretary of State
for East Asian and Pacific Affairs
that Burma had violated UN
Resolution 1874, which bans
North Korean overseas military
shipments.

The veteran lawmaker, who
has publicly advocated

engagement with the Burmese
regime and last year met with
Senior General Than Shwe,
admitted that Dr. Kurt Campbell’s
allegations last month had “frozen
any prospect of further
engagement with the Burmese
government.”

Webb, the chairman of the
Senate  Foreign Relations East
Asian and Pacif ic Affairs
subcommittee, also stated that
prior to his departure for Asia
he and his staff had “worked for

Chiang Mai –  Burma’s
richest business tycoon and close
ally of ruler Senior General Than
Shwe, went to China early in June
to broker a deal enabling the
regime to buy 50 multi-role jet

bombers for its air force, trusted
sources said.

Tay Za was spotted at the
Kunming regional trade fair on
June 7th in China’s southern
province of Yunnan. The purpose
of his visit was to help the
Burmese regime acquire the K-8
Karakorum, a two-seat
intermediate jet trainer and light
attack aircraft developed in a joint
venture between China and
Pakistan.

Estimates for the price of the
aircraft vary widely. Last October,
Bolivia announced that it would
spend US$57.8 million to buy six
of the planes. According to Jane’s
Defence Weekly the deal also
included “two spare engines, a
KTS2000BW test vehicle, an
Interactive Multimedia Instructor
system, initial spare [parts],
training and maintenance
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The nucleus of nuclear
Burma

Dr. Tint Swe
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Continued
 in-depth

 coverage of the
2010 election

Bangkok – The Ten Alliances
of Burma, a movement for
democracy and ethnic rights,

joined people around the world
in marking opposition leader Aung
San Suu Kyi’s 65th birthday.
Activists and friends of the Burma
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New Delhi –  Burma’s pro-democracy
leader, Aung San Suu Kyi, is glad her
National League for Democracy party’s
members are united despite its automatic
dissolution in accordance with the junta’s
one-sided electoral laws, related the
opposition leader in a two-hour meeting
with a lawyer and engineers on June 11th.

Suu Kyi’s comments came during a
meeting with her lawyer to discuss the
revocation by the Rangoon civic body of a
permit allowing her to dismantle a badly
damaged wooden building inside her
compound on University Avenue Road,
Rangoon, where she is being held under
house arrest.

“I’m very glad that all of NLD members,
including young members and women, are
very united even at this di fficult time,”
lawyer and NLD Central Executive
Committee member Nyan Win told
Mizzima, quoting Suu Kyi.

“She said it  was the duty of
government, political parties and people
to raise the young people,” Nyan Win said.
“She said when we provide moral support
to the nations’ young, it must be done with
generosity and comradeship.”

Suu Kyi also said party members
needed to help the people clearly
understand democracy. According to her,
political parties and the people were
responsible for understanding democratic
values and putting them into practice, Nyan
Win said.

Authorities allowed Suu Kyi to meet
on June 11th from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. with
lawyer Nyan Win and engineers Khun Thar
Myint and Htin Kyaw, whom Suu Kyi
assigned to monitor renovations at her
crumbling villa beside Inya Lake.

The Nobel Peace laureate’s compound
at No. 54-56 University Avenue Road in

Salai Han Thar San

Suu Kyi ‘happy with party unity’ Bahan Township comprises the main
building, a badly damaged wooden house,
a gatehouse and two huts.

The wooden house is 25 feet east of
the main building and is overrun with
bushes. The Rangoon City Development
Committee on June 4th approved Suu
Kyi’s application to have it demolished, but
the permit was revoked the following day.

Nyan Win explained the city’s
reasoning: “They [the Rangoon
Committee] said that as the house
[compound] was subject to an inheritance
case…if the wooden house was destroyed
the compound would lose its original
character.”

He said he would submit an appeal to
Rangoon’s mayor next week.

Meanwhile, Suu Kyi said members
should celebrate her 65th birthday on June
19th at the home of Mogoke member of
parliament May Hnin Kyi at 10 Miles Gone
in Mingaladon Township, Rangoon, Nyan
Win said, amid fears that a gathering at
party headquarters would provoke a
crackdown by the junta.

“In accordance with her [Suu Kyi]
request, we will donate books and pencils
to underprivi leged students,” Nyan Win
added.

Suu Kyi will have to spend her birthday
in detention amid a continuing 18-month
sentence imposed for “entertaining”
unwanted American visitor John Yettaw, who
on May 4th of last year swam uninvited
across Inya Lake and stayed at her house
for two nights. She was then forced to spend
her 64th birthday in a special room at Insein
Prison as prosecution over Yettaw’s visit
proceeded.

Yettaw’s trespass occurred two weeks
before Suu Kyi’s scheduled release from
house arrest on May 27th of last y ear.

Election 2010

Phanida

New Delhi – Leaders of the National
League for Democracy are conducting a
roadshow of states and divisions to meet
grassroots members, explain policies and
listen to the challenges they are facing
since the party was declared illegal and
disbanded by the ruling military junta early
last month following a party decision
against registering under perceived
“unjust” electoral laws, a senior leader
said.

The tour comes at the request of NLD
General Secretary Aung San Suu Kyi, said
Central Executive Committee member Ohn
Kyaing.

Since June 12th, Ohn Kyaing and Kyi
Win have been on a tour designed to take
them to Moegyoke, Thapatekyin, Mattaya,

Patheingyi, Meikti la, Myinchan,
Kyaukpadaung and Nyaung Oo in Mandalay
Division and Pakokku in Magway
Divisionhave been on a tour designed to
take them to Moegyoke, Thapatekyin,
Mattaya, Patheingyi, Meiktila, Myinchan,
Kyaukpadaung and Nyaung Oo in Mandalay
Division and Pakokku in Magway Division.
Similarly, Central Executive Committee
members Win Tin and Han Tha Myint and
Bahan Township NLD chairman Aung Myint
have been touring Karen State.

“We will not hold political meetings,
issue political statements or direct the
grassroots of the part y. But we do need to
find out about condi tions on the gr ound,”
Ohn Kyaing told Mizzima. “Aung San Suu
Kyi told us to meet our political colleagues
and listen to their di fficulties.”

Suu Kyi issued the directive to listen
to grassroots voices when she met her
lawyer Nyan Win. During the meeting she
asked leaders to carry the message to
township leaders that although the NLD had
been barred from political activities, the
group should continue working for national
reconcil iat ion, human rights and
democracy as a leading political opposition
group.

In the states and divisions visited so far
during the NLD tours, senior party executives
have explained to grassroots party members
the nature of the junta’s one-sided and
unjust electoral laws and the party’s
decision against re-registering with the
junta’s Union Election Commission (UEC).
Party sources claim township members have
said they support the party’s decisions and
will unanimously follow the leadership of Suu
Kyi and party policy.

Myint Maung

NLD top leaders take roadshow to
local level

Ohn Kyaing, prominent political ally of
detained opposition leader

 Aung San Suu Kyi.

Salai Han Thar San

Chiang Mai –  Burma’s electoral
watchdog has banned marching in
procession, holding flags, chanting slogans
or any other such act aimed at urging
supporters to protest against the ruling
government, further tightening the junta’s
stranglehold on public space ahead of
anticipated upcoming national elections.

The bans came in a Union Election
Commission 14-point directive dated June
21st and were followed by criticism from
political parties preparing to contest in
elections to be held later this year. Parties
must have at least 1,000 members to take
part in the as yet unscheduled polls.

The directive also bars “disturbances”
outside any public places including
government off ices, organizations,
factories, workshops, markets, sports
grounds, religious institutions, schools and
hospitals. Even if parties plan to hold
meetings at their offices they are required
to inform local branches of the commission
at least one week in advance, the directive
says. Likewise, if they plan gatherings
outside their offices they also need to apply
for a permit one week in advance.

Parties are further instructed to ensure
no assemblies take place outside buildings
or halls while parties are holding meetings
or making speeches. Moreover, it bans
speaking out against the junta and military
in speeches and written material.

The United States has already declared
Burma’s polls will “not be free or fair and
will lack international legitimacy.”

The misuse of religion as a political
weapon appears to be a bid to deny political
involvement of Buddhist monks, who led
protests in September 2007 known as the
Saffron Revolution that inspired a broader
revolt against the junta.

Forty-two parties have applied to the

Junta election watchdog bans party
marches, slogans

commission for registration, out of which
33 have been approved.

One of the directive’s critics, Union
of Myanmar Federation of National
Politics party Chairman Aye Lwin, said
the decrees would create hurdles to
party work in recruiting members. He is
believed to have close ties to the military
regime.

“I think it is childish. Even religious
organizations and soccer teams can
wave flags during their activi ties,” he
said. “Political parties are official
organizations so they should have the
right to use their flags freely after getting
permission from the EC [Election
Commission] to be registered as political
parties.”

Union Democratic Party Chairman
Phyo Min Thein replied, “Even charity
organizations can use flags to appeal
for donations,” adding that he could not
understand the move.

According to e lectoral  laws
published last March, in Burma’s
transition to “disciplined democracy” the
commission can deregister political
parties if it deems parties have violated
prohibitions and restrictions in their
organizational and canvassing work.

Meanwhile, the commission has said
nothing about granting parties media
airtime, despite access to state-run
television and radio stat ions for
campaigning being granted in the last
election 20 years ago.

Detained opposition leader Aung San
Suu Kyi’s National League for Democracy,
which won the 1990 elections by an
overwhelming majori ty, has decided not
to contest the elections, demanding that
the regime first amend the 2008
constitution and electoral laws. The laws,
among other prohibitions, ban political
prisoners including Suu Kyi from running.
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New Delhi –  Senior General Than
Shwe recently told regional military
commanders at their quarterly meeting to
help the Union Solidarity and Development
Party (USDP) win the forthcoming election,
according to the sources close to the
military.

The meeting with top-ranking military
officers was held late in May at the office
of the army commander in chief in the
Burmese capital of Naypyitaw, during
which Than Shwe is said to have issued
the directive to aid the party led by Prime
Minister Thein Sein.

“He also discussed the National League
for Democracy’s att i tude to the
forthcoming election, and power cuts and
water shortages,” a source close to the
military said, refusing to disclose details.

State Peace and Development Council
members, regional military commanders
and cabinet ministers attended.

An analyst on the Burmese military,
Aung Kyaw Zaw, who lives on the China-
Burma border, corroborated the l ine that
the top junta leader was ordering officers
to give a boost to the USDP, formed by
members of the junta’s ultra-nationalist
organization. He said, “I heard that the
Senior General had instructed regional
military commanders to help USDP.”

Other issues discussed were frequent
power cuts and widespread water
shortages across the nation, despite an
abundance of dams and some hydropower
projects, a source close to the military in
Naypyitaw said, without describing any

decisions or plans of action.
Moreover, the of ficers discussed the

issue regarding the decision of the main
opposition part y, the National League for
Democracy (NLD) led by Aung San Suu Kyi,
that it would not contest in this year’s
elections but would carry out social work.

The quarterly meeting is usually a
forum at which political, economic and
military issues are discussed, with regional
military commanders presenting reports on
developments in their sectors and taking
directives from their superiors. They are
then required to hold divisional meetings
and supervise the chairmen of district and
township peace and development councils
in their regions.

The headquarters of the USDP is in
Dakkhina Thiri Township, Naypyitaw. The
USDP formally became a political party on
June 9th.

Political analyst Aung Thu Nyein, based
in Thailand, said the polls this year were
likely to be one-sided as the junta had
denied the people a choice in the May 2008
referendum, especially through vote-
rigging.

“They shaped the 2008 referendum
according to their preferences. They may
conduct the upcoming elections in the
same way,” he said.

In the run-up to the referendum, junta
leaders at quarterly meetings told officers
to make sure chairmen of district and
township development councils changed
civilian ballots from ‘no’ votes to ‘yes’ to
approve the 2008 constitution, according
to one former military of ficer.

Salai Han Thar San

Than Shwe tells military to aid
junta’s favored party

New Delhi –  At least eight branches
of the National League for Democracy
(NLD) have joined the row with the splinter
group National Democratic Force (NDF)
over the latter’s use of a symbol that before
the 1990 elections had become
synonymous with the party led by
opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi.

NLD members from Rangoon,
Mandalay, Magway, Sagaing, Pegu and
Irrawaddy Divisions, Kachin and Karen
States and MPs elected from these
constituencies in 1990 are planning to send
an objection letter to the Union Election
Commission (UEC) over NDF use of
bamboo hats during campaigning, an MP
said.

Farmers’ traditional hats became a
compelling pro-democracy icon of solidarity
with all levels of society after NLD members
wore them during campaigning ahead of
the 1990 elections, which the party won
convincingly. The junta r ejected the results
of the election and refused to relinquish
power to the people.

However, the NDF, formed from senior
NLD members who broke away from the
party over its boycott of this year’s
elections, has started using the hats,
leading to further aggravation between
former colleagues, with suggestions that
the NDF is trading on NLD popularity.

“Using the bamboo hat is an allusion
to the people of a connection to the NLD
as people know the NLD as Daw Aung San
Suu Kyi’s party and the ‘bamboo hat’ party,”

Hlaing Aye, MP-elect from Pakokku in
Magway Division, told Mizzima. “We cannot
accept [the NDF] using our symbol as their
party emblem and logo. We shall send our
objection to the UEC”.

MPs-elect Myat Hla from Pegu, Aung
Soe Myint from Taungoo and Nan Khin
Htwe Myint from Pa-an will also join the
protest, a party source said.

The group must send its objection letter
against the name, flag and emblem of the
NDF to the commission by the end of the
first week of July. The Political Parties
Registration Law states that an objection
can be lodged against the fraudulent
imitation of other parties’ flags or emblems.
NLD party leaders said on July 1st that they
would abide by the commission’s decision.

The NLD responded to the assessed
unfair electoral laws by not re-registering
the party with the commission, effectively
boycotting the upcoming election and
disbanding the organization as a
recognized political entity.

Similar rows over party emblems have
recently occurred, with the commission
deciding in favor of those who had
objected. The 88 Generation Students and
Youths (Union of Myanmar) party and the
Union of Myanmar Federation of National
Politics (UMFNP), both believed to have
close links to the military junta, tried to
use the fighting peacock, originally a symbol
of the All Burma Federation of Student
Unions. However, wri ters, journal ists and
artists objected to the symbol’s use and
the parties were forced to modify their logos
and emblems following the commission’s
decision.

Myint Maung

NLD branches join row over party
emblem

Women in bamboo hats, a symbol of the National League for Democracy, gather
outside the organization’s Rangoon headquarters to mark its 20th anniversary.

Chiang Mai – The All Mon Regions
Democracy Party plans to take part in the
general election to be held later this y ear.

The group is made up of 15 mostly
ethnic Mon factions from all over Burma.

The Union Election Commission (UEC)
officially allowed it to form a political party
on May 24th.

Under UEC electoral laws, the All Mon
Regions Democracy Party (AMRDP) is the

only Mon political group legally taking part
in the impending elections. Many other
Mon political groups have declined to
participate in protest over the junta’s
controversial 2008 constitution.

Party leader Nai Ngwe Thein, 71, is a
retired assistant education officer for Mon
State who hails from Htone Eine village in
Karen State. He has also held the posts of
education officer for Pegu Division and
Kachin State, and director of the Upper
Burma Basic Education Department.

The party includes veterinary surgeon
Dr. Nai Hla Aung and other r etired
government officers of the education,
health and law departments.

Mizzima spoke with Nai Ngwe Thein
on AMRDP policy. He l isted gaining
democratic rights, establishing ethnic unity,
ridding government of corruption and
bribery and working towards social
development and world social order as
priorities.

He expressed frustration at the current
state of the economy in that it was under
the total control of the military junta, citing
the example of farmers being unable to
sell produce as they wished. Nai Ngwe
Thein advocated for free trade to allow

All Mon Regions Democracy Party rolls out platform

Phanida

ethnic people to receive the human, social
and cultural rights of which they are
deprived.

“We shall establish an appropriate and
suitable free-market economy,” Nai Ngwe
Thein said. “We will work for growing
foreign investment and the development
of production through modern technology,
which means building the industrial sector.”

“Our country will progress only when
we can develop our industrial sector
successfully. Now the situation is upset and
frustrated,” he added.

The party has had little difficulty
meeting the minimum party membership
of 1,000 members. Visiting people in Yay,
Thanphyu Zayat, Moulmein and Mudon
Townships, the group spoke wi th
communities about its main policies and
gauged interest from prospective
members.

Nai Ngwe Thein said many people were
interested in the party as it was the sole
Mon party running in the election. When
asked for his opinion on its rivals, the armed
Mon State Party, he was reluctant to cri ticize
their policies.

He said the AMRDP planned to
campaign mostly in the 10 townships in

Mon State, but that it would also contest
two townships in Karen State, one in
Tanintharyi Division and one in Pegu
Division, for a total of 14 townships. He
believes the party has a good chance of
winning in those areas, which are
inhabited by mostly ethnic Mon people.

“We will contest in all legislative
bodies, namely the People’s Parliament
[lower house], the National Parliament
[upper house] and the States and Regions
Assembly,” he said. “There will be at least
four candidates from our party in each of
these townships.”

The National League for Democracy
in late March declared it would boycott
the country’s first polls in 20 years because
of the junta’s perceived unjust 2008
constitution and its refusal to release
political prisoners, including party leader
and Nobel Peace laureate Aung San Suu
Kyi.

Although there are components to the
constitution with which the AMRDP
disagrees, Nai Ngwe Thein said there was
no alternative but to take part in the future
governmental practices of Burma.

“Only after contesting and winning in
this election can we say please amend
this one, tr ansfer this one, and such,” he
said. “No matter whether it is genuine or
not, we shall contest in this
election…peacefully and honestly.”

Nai Ngwe Thein
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Chiang Mai – One of China’s biggest
arms makers in June signed a contract with
a Burmese junta-controlled entity involving
“cooperation” in a Monywa copper mine,
raising serious questions over the status
of Canadian mining company Ivanhoe’s
holdings in the town northwest of Mandalay
and raising questions as to whether Burma
sanctions have been violated.

Defense contractor China North
Industries Corporation (Norinco), one of
the Chinese military’s biggest suppliers,
disclosed in a press release that in the first
week of June its Chairman, Zhang
Guoqing, signed the “Monywa Copper Mine
Project Co-operation Contract” with Major-
General Win Than of the Union of Myanmar
Economic Holdings Limited, a major
revenue generator for the Burmese
military regime.

While Norinco kept disclosed any
financial details, it did say the agreement
was signed in the presence of Chinese
Premier Wen Jiabao and Burmese Prime
Minister Thein Sein during the former’s
two-day tour of Burma. The firm makes a
wide range of weapons and has long been
the subject of intense western scrutiny for
its activities. The Bush administration
alleged that Norinco exported missile
technology to Iran and took steps to
penalize the firm in 2003 and 2005.

Norinco’s Burmese copper play was
strongly criticized by the pro-democracy
rights group Canadian Friends of Burma
(CFOB), who termed the deal the “arms-
for-copper” af fair. The Ottawa-based

advocacy group has called for Canadian
authorities to launch an independent
investigation to assess the present
ownership status of the Monywa mine’s
operator, Myanmar Ivanhoe Copper Capital
Company Limited (MICCL).

MICCL was created as a 50/50 joint
venture between Canada’s Ivanhoe Mines
and a Burmese state-controlled firm, Mining
Enterprise No. 1. MICCL has operated
Monywa, Burma’s largest mine, since
production began in 1999.

In a move critics said was a blatant
attempt to hide the firm’s Burmese
operations, Ivanhoe Mines reported in
February 2007 that it had “sold” its 50
percent stake in MICCL to an “independent
third-party trust” in exchange for a
guarantee that Ivanhoe would receive
payment when the trust sold its stake.

Following the September 2007 Saffron
Revolution, in which dozens of protesting
monks and citizens were killed by junta
soldiers in Rangoon, Ivanhoe and the
Monywa mine made headlines when Andy
Hoffman of the Canadian national
newspaper, The Globe and Mail, reported
that despite Ivanhoe’s claims it had pulled
out of Burma its financial filings showed it
was still receiving profits from its 50
percent stake in MICCL, held by the
allegedly independent trust.

Ivanhoe claimed in October 2007 that
it had determined it was “prudent to record
a $134.3 million write-down” in the value
of their 50 percent stake, thereby reducing
its value to nothing, in what the Canadian
Friends of Burma claim was a clever ploy

Chinese arms maker deal raises queries over Canadian stake

Thomas Maung Shwe to avoid revealing any details about the
Monywa mine in its regulatory filings.

However, The Myanmar Times quoted
MICCL’s general manager Glenn Ford as
saying last year that Monywa was in fact
“one of the lowest-cost production mines
in the world,” despite I vanhoe’s claim that
the mine was worth nothing.

When asked to comment on the current
status of the Monywa mine, Ivanhoe
spokesman Bob Williamson told Mizzima
that the independent trust had not sold the
50 percent stake to anyone. Since the
trust’s creation, Ivanhoe has refused to
reveal any of the individuals or firms who
oversee the entity, offering only that they
were not employees of Ivanhoe Mines.

Ivanhoe had said when the trust was
created that the stake in MICCL would not
be sold by the trust to anyone it termed
“excluded persons” – employees or directors
of both Ivanhoe Mines and Rio Tinto, the
British-Australian firm that controls a sizable
minority stake in Ivanhoe. It also said
“residents or entities controlled by citizens
or residents of Myanmar (Burma) or the
United States” would also be barred from
buying the stake.

Contrary to that claim, howev er, a
source in Burma’s business community told
Mizzima that the independent trust
completed the sale of its 50 percent stake
late last year to close associates of the
Burmese junta who have ties to Chinese
business interests.

The alleged secret sale came as no
surprise to Canadian Friends of Burma
Executive Director Tin Maung Htoo, who

Kyaw Mya

New Delhi –  Activists from the Free
Burma Coalition Philippines have called for
stronger policies and more concrete action
on democratization in Burma from the new
Aquino administration.

The calls came on June 30th as
Benigno Aquino III was sworn in by
Supreme Court Justice Conchita Corpio-
Morales at Rizal Park in Manila. Aquino,
who last month won the presidential
elections in a landslide, succeeds Gloria
Macapagal-Arroyo, who was plagued by
abuse of power and corruption allegations.

Egoy Bans, spokesman of the Free
Burma Coalition Philippines, a network of

Filipino activists urge Aquino to take
action on Burma

 Former Filipino President Corazon Aquino, a strong  supporter of the Burmese pro-
democracy movement.

believed “from the very beginning Ivanhoe
has been totally dishonest about its
operations in Burma and this so-called
independent trust charade gives Ivanhoe
Chairman Robert Friedland ample
opportunity to keep the mine for himself
or sell it to the regime’s cronies or do
whatever he wants.”

Were Ivanhoe’s stake in MICCL to
have been bought by associates of the
Burmese regime, this would violate US
and EU sanctions. In January of last year,
MICCL was added to the US Treasury
Department’s Office of Foreign Assets
Control (OFAC) list of banned enti ties, an
action that Ivanhoe failed to mention in
any of its subsequent statements or filings
that discuss the independent trust.
Ivanhoe also failed to tell its shareholders
that the European Union had added MICCL
to its Burma sanctions list in November
2007.

When Mizzima called MICCL’s
Rangoon office and asked who now owned
Ivanhoe’s 50 percent stake in the joint
venture, a staff member refused to
answer. Requests to speak to the
company’s Monywa general manger,
Glenn Ford, or even learn his nationality,
were similarly declined.

In a tersely worded open letter
addressed to Canadian Friends of Burma
that accused the NGO of running a
disinformation campaign, Ivanhoe Chief
Executive John Macken denied that he had
been employed by Ivanhoe Mines as
alleged, arguing that “neither Ivanhoe
Mines nor MICCL has been sold, or ever
offered for sale, to anybody.”

Meanwhile, local villagers continue to
report pollution and high security around
the mine site.

For many years reports from villagers
living in the vicinity of the mine are that
neighboring farmland has become too
acidic to grow crops because of chemicals
used in the mining process, driving many
farmers into extreme poverty. Villagers
also say that the Burmese regime has long
maintained a heavy security presence in
the area.

Usa Pichai

Migrant workers
in fear amid Thai

crackdown

 Burmese migrants in Thailand

Filipino activists for Burma, told Mizzima
of the group’s hopes for the new
presidency.

“The new president has made the
commitment in his inaugural address to
continue working for the restoration of
democracy, not only in the Phi lippines but
in the ASEAN region as well,” he said.

Aquino’s official government policy
outlines a push for human rights, so the
coalition hopes that policies strengthen “but
with more concrete actions for
democratization in Burma and to lead
ASEAN towards supporting those actions,”
Bans explained.

“We are looking for better actions than

those of the previous government, and we
are hoping that the new president, Aquino,
will follow the lead of his mother, [the late]
Corazon Aquino, who was also president
and a strong supporter of Daw Aung San
Suu Kyi and the democracy movement in
Burma,” he added, using the Burmese
honorific out of respect for the opposition
leader and Nobel laureate.

The coalition is specifically looking to
the ASEAN Intergovernmental Commission
on Human Rights (AICHR) to look into the
human rights situation in Burma and
establish stronger mechanisms for the
protection of human rights, he said.

The Philippines government had
strongly denounced the elections to be held
this year by the Burmese ruling junta.

“We want the Philippine government to
run with the ASEAN countries towards
denouncing the election called for by the
SPDC [Burmese junta] and to call for a ‘no-
election’ policy urging for complete change,”
Bans said. He added that the coalition
especially calls for the “release of all political
prisoners including Daw Suu, cessation of
the brutality against ethnic minorities and
a review of the 2008 constitution.”

Philippine Foreign Secretary Alberto
Romulo made a call in early January during
the ASEAN foreign ministers meeting in Da
Nang, Vietnam, for the regime to release
Suu Kyi along with other political prisoners
in order to make the elections free and fair.
He said otherwise the polls would be a
mere imitation of Burma’s “roadmap to
democracy”.

Bans said that as Aquino had signaled
plans to retain foreign minister Romulo, who
has expressed a strong position for
democratization in Burma, he thought it
likely that the Aquino government could be
engaged along similar policy lines.

Migrant workers  continued on page  10

Samut Sakhon,  Thailand – Migrant
workers in Thailand are living in fear amid
a police crackdown in mid-June that led
to the arrests of more than a thousand
migrants in several regions around the
country.

Nida, a Mon worker in the Mahachai
District of Samut Sakhon, a province
neighboring Bangkok on the southern
seaboard, told Mizzima that her family
members and friends who work in
Thailand were afraid to leave their homes.

“I have a working document but still
don’t want to go out because some of my
friends were detained even though they
have documents,” Nida said. “Police
justified the arrests by saying they had to
inspect their documents thoroughly.”

Bangkok Metropolitan Police
Commissioner Lieutenant General Santan
Chayanont said on June 20th that officers
had learned of 1,241 migrant workers of
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Human trafficking flourishing in
Burma

New Delhi – Burma is among the 13
countries that fail to meet US minimum
standards in fighting the crime of human
trafficking, according to the US State
Department in its 10th annual trafficking
in persons report.

The report reviewed global efforts to
stop the trade in people and sexual slavery
and listed 13 countries, including Iran,
North Korea, Burma and Cuba, which were
likely to be punished with US sanctions, it
said.

What is human trafficking?

United Nations definition
outlined by the Palermo Protocol
2000 is:

•The recruitment, transportation,
transfer, harbouring or r eceipt of
persons, by means of the threat or use
of force or other forms of coercion, of
abduction, of fraud, of deception, of the
abuse of power or of a position of
vulnerability or of the giving or receiving
of payments or benefits to achieve the
consent of a person having control over
another person, for the purpose of
exploitation.

Source: Convention against
Transnational Organised Crime and its
Protocols, UN Office on Drugs and Crime

United States’ Trafficking
Victims Protection Act (TVPA)
defines “severe forms of
trafficking” as:

•Sex trafficking in which a commercial
sex act is induced by force, fraud, or
coercion, or in which the person
induced to perform such an act has not
attained 18 years of age; or,
•the recruitment, harbouring,
transportation, provision, or obtaining
of a person for labour or services,
through the use of force, fraud, or
coercion for the purpose of subjection
to involuntary servitude, peonage, debt
bondage, or slavery.
A victim need not be physically
transported from one location to
another in order for the crime to fall
within these definitions.
Source: US State Department

“The government has yet to address
the systemic political and economic
problems that cause many Burmese to
seek employment through both legal and
illegal means in neighboring countries,
where some become victims of trafficking,”
the report found.

The United States enforcement
definitions prevented Burma’s removal
from the list after increases in recorded
cases of forced labor, prostitution and debt
bondage.

“Burma is a source country for men,
women, and children who are subjected
to trafficking in persons, specifically forced
labor, and for women and children in forced
prostitution in other countries, ” i t said.
“Burmese children are subjected to forced
labor as hawkers and beggars in Thailand.
Many men, women, and children who
migrate abroad for work in Thailand,
Malaysia, China, Bangladesh, India, and
South Korea are trafficked into conditions
of forced or bonded labor or commercial
sexual exploitation.”

The report points to the Burmese
junta’s mismanagement of a country with
such a vast wealth of natural and human
resources.

“Economic conditions within the
country led to increased legal and illegal
migration of Burmese regionally and to
destinations as far as the Middle East. Men
are subjected to forced labor in the fishing
and construction industries abroad,” i t said.

Classification of nations,
Trafficking in Persons Report

Tier 1  Full compliance with the
minimum standards of the TVPA

Tier 2   Significant efforts to comply with
the TVPA

Tier 2 Watch List  Do not fully comply
with the TVPA but
are making significant efforts to comply
AND:

According to the report, despite fears
for what happens to Burmese trafficked out
of the country, internal tr afficking remains
the State Department’s most serious
concern, and the key factor in keeping
Burma in Tier 3.

“The military engages in the unlawful
conscription of child soldiers, and continues
to be the main perpetrator of forced labor

Global human trafficking in figures

Adults and children in forced labour,
bonded labour and forced prostitution
around the world: 12.3 million

Successful trafficking prosecutions last
year: 4,166

Successful prosecutions related to forced
labour: 335

Victims identified: 49,105

Ratio of convicted offenders to victims
identified, as a percentage: 8.5

Ratio of victims identified to estimated
victims, as a percentage: 0.4

Countries that have yet to convict a
trafficker under laws in compliance with
the Palermo Protocols: 62

Nations without laws, policies or
regulations to stop victim deportation:
104

Prevalence of trafficking victims in the
world: 1.8 per 1,000 inhabitants
Prevalence in Asia and the Pacific region:
3 per 1,000 inhabitants
Source: US State Department

The ILO last year saw an increase in
complaints of forced labor, according to the
report, and indicated a lack of follow-up in
such cases.

“Ninety-three cases were submitted to
the Burmese government for action, an
increase from 64 cases in 2008; 54 cases
remain open and are awaiting a response
from the government,” i t said. “Despite a
report of a child labor case involving as
many as 100 children on an agricultural
plantation near Rangoon, the regime did
not report any efforts to investigate the
allegation.”

The report, further quoting ILO figures,
said many victims of forced labor were
themselves prosecuted if they had
complained about officials.

“Seventeen complainants and their
associates in a series of forced labor cases
involving 328 farmers in Magway Division
were prosecuted and jailed by local
authorities for their role in reporting forced
labor perpetrated by local government
officials,” i t said. “Burmese courts later
released 13 of the individuals, but four of
the complainants remain in prison.”

It added that the national military
government failed to act against such
abuses.

“The central government did not
intervene with local authorities to stop the
politically motivated harassment, including
lengthy interrogations, of the forced labor
complainants,” i t said. “Such unaccountable
harassment and punishment discouraged
additional forced labor complaints.”

On the other hand the, Obama
administration praised Malaysia and
Taiwan for improving efforts to stop sexual
and forced-labor exploitation of women
and children.

The US ambassador for human
trafficking issues, Luis CdeBaca, said
Taiwan had for example improved in its
efforts by allowing victims of trafficking to
work while their cases were being
investigated.

Malaysia earned its spot, according to
the report, with statistics released by
Malaysia’s Home Ministry showing that at
least 56 victims of trafficking from Burma,
including some underage children, had
been rescued from slavery by Malaysian
authorities since February 2008. The
government has granted 292 protection
orders to protect victims from February
2008 until March this year.

U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Rodham
Clinton, at the release of the report in June,
said “the survey is not about simply giving
the task to NGOs to solve the problem; it
won’t work pointing or blaming, it is
everyone’s responsibility, all of us have to
speak out and act forcefully.”

More than 177 countries are analyzed
for the report, based on the extent of their
governments’ actions to combat human
trafficking, categorizing them as “Tier 1”,
“Tier 2”, “Tier 2 Watch List” and “Tier 3”
(see fact box). Tier 3 countries are those
that have failed to fully comply with the
minimum standards for the elimination of
trafficking as set out in Section 108 of the
US Trafficking Victims Protection Act
(TVPA) and are not making significant
efforts to do so.

Thirteen are listed under Tier 3, four
less than in last year’s report, while 11
remain. They are Burma, Cuba, Eritrea,
Iran, Kuwait, Mauritania, North Korea,
Papua New Guinea, Saudi Arabia, Sudan
and Zimbabwe.

inside Burma,” the r eport states in i ts
section on Burma. “The direct government
and military use of forced or compulsory
labor remains a widespread and serious
problem, particularly targeting members of
ethnic minority groups.

“Mil i tary and civi l ian off icials
systematically used men, women and
children for forced labor for the
development of infrastructure and state-
run agricultural and commercial ventures,
as well as forced portering for the mi litary,”
the report contends.

Duean Wonsa, a project manager with
the Anti-Trafficking Coordination Unit in
northern Thailand (Trafcord), also blamed
the junta for Burma’s lack of progress.

“There are overlapping reasons behind
the high intensity of human trafficking in
Burma, [but] it is mainly the failure of the
Burmese dictatorship to provide protection
to its nationalities, and the suppression of
ethnic minorities [that is at f ault],” she said.

She added that other reasons behind
high human-trafficking rates in Burma –
such as poverty, lack of education and
general life skills, lack of information on
safe migration and the increase of violence
against women and children – “combine
to make Burma a prime target for
international criminal tr affickers.”

A large proportion of those trafficked
to neighboring countries by couriers
promising better work were from Burmese
ethnic minorities.

 Duean corroborated the point:
“Families are tricked by traffickers, saying
that their daughters or sons will have a
respectable job in Thailand for example.
The families are offered money to make
them believe, later they were brought and
sold, and are forced to work in the sex
trade.”

“Burmese workers rank the highest in
numbers of human-trafficking victims in
Thailand, and more than half of the
population we serve originates from
Burma,” Duean furthered. “The remainder
are from Thailand, Laos and China, in that
order.”

The U.S. also rated the Burmese junta
low in its sub-section on prosecution,
revealing that the junta’s reporting to
observers rarely matches reality, was
unjust and that often those who reported
cases of forced labor were themselves
prosecuted.

“There was only one reported criminal
prosecution of a member of the Burma
Army for his role in child soldier cases.
[Meanwhile], the government continued to
incarcerate six individuals who reported
forced labor cases involving the regime to
the ILO or were otherwise active in working
with the IL O on forced labor issues,” the
report said, referring to the UN’s
International Labor Organization.

The report also said it was common
practice for police to hamper investigations
into people with official connections. It
further ci ted a lack of tr ansparency,
included under-reporting of abuses and
denial of access to public records or court
proceedings by independent observers.

“Police can be expected to self-limit
investigations when well-connected
individuals are involved in forced labor cases,”

it said. “Although the government reported
four officials prosecuted for involvement in
human trafficking in 2009, the government
did not release any details of the cases.”

a) the absolute number of victims of
severe forms of trafficking is very
signif icant or is signif icantly
increasing;
b) there is a failure to provide
evidence of increasing efforts to
combat severe forms of trafficking
from the previous year, including
increased investigations, prosecution
and convictions of trafficking crimes,
increased assistance to victims and
decreasing evidence of complicity in
severe forms of trafficking by
government of ficials; or,
c) the determination that a country
is making significant efforts to bring
themselves into compliance with
minimum standards was based on
commitments by the country to take
additional steps over the next year.

Tier 3   No efforts to comply with
the TVPA
Source: US State Department
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Brussels –  Robert Goebbels, a
member of the European Parliament (EP)
from Luxembourg, received Mizzima at his
office in Brussels in the first week of July.
The Socialist member of the EP since 1999
is vice-chairman of the delegation for
relations with the countries of Southeast
Asia and ASEAN. He is a member of the
Progressive Alliance of Socialists and
Democrats group within the EP, the second-
largest bloc in the parliament.

Since the early 1990s, the European
Union (EU) has maintained a set of
sanctions on Burma that, given the lack of
progress on human rights and democracy
in the country, has been strengthened over
time. These restrictions comprise a travel
ban on junta leaders, members of the
judiciary and figures associated with the
state-controlled economy, an assets freeze
and a ban on the exports of regime-linked
entities working in the industries.

Do the existing EU sanctions on
Burma bear any influence on the
Burmese military rulers?

I am personally against any policies
based on sanctions. History has shown that
they never work. The imposition of
restrictions only serves the EU to give itself
a good conscience. First of all, restrictions
rarely hit the ruling elites. Cuba, Iraq and
now Iran have evidenced how in the end,
this type of embargo only disrupts ordinary
people. Furthermore, I seriously doubt that
sanctions could ever prove conducive to
bring about change in any way.

How can the EU streamline its
current range of sanctions if it is to
promote human rights and democracy
in Burma?

The Burmese regime does not look at
the approval of the West. Besides, the junta
still makes business with a number of EU
companies [the EU economic sanctions on
Burma do not apply to companies operating
in the country prior to the ban]. On top of
this, the junta’s dealings with a number of
mighty economic allies [China, Russia and
India for example] secure the
establishment with much-needed foreign
investment.  In its endeavor to persuade
the military regime to pave the way for
opening up, the EU would be better advised
if it engages in dialogue with the Burmese
rulers.

There are certain policy
discrepancies between the EP and the
European Commission (EC) – the EU’s
executive body – as the latter favors
further dialogue with the junta. What
do you make of this?

That is true. In the EP there are a
number of members who monopolize this
debate, and I am afraid that these very
people tend to be wrong. Some members
of the EP subcommittee on human rights
keep pursuing a misguided strategy on

Burma – one that has largely failed in its
aim to enhance the junta’s respect for its
cit izen’s fundamental freedoms.
Consequently, I back the EC approach of
generating new channels of dialogue.
There are some times when we make the
mistake to act in a paternalistic fashion,
dictating to others what they should do.

Since last year, the EC has declined to
finance aid for Burmese refugees living
along the Thai-Burmese border. What
were the EC’s reasons to stop such funding?

I am not informed about the details of
the EC’s motives. I suspect that most of
these funds go to NGOs. Despite that, the
non-profit sector plays a very constructive
role in the field. Some NGOs also finance
themselves out of the resources provided
by the EU. The EC may know better than
the EP committees concerned what the
situation on the ground is. This would have
probably prompted its decision.

Does the Burmese issue interfere
with relations between the EU and
ASEAN?

The situation in Burma is always
present in EU-ASEAN talks. Nonetheless,
we should bear in mind that the ties
between both supranational entities are
essentially of an economic nature. In such
a framework, the economic actors do not
pay much attention to the human rights
situation in Burma – otherwise, there
would not be so many companies
operating in the country .

Are you satisfied with the ASEAN
method of not meddling in members’
domestic affairs?

Obviously, ASEAN could have a larger
influence on the junta’s policy making. Yet,
it should not be forgotten that various
ASEAN member states have themselves
poor records on human rights, which
partially explains why the organization is
not very vigorous in challenging the junta.
Nevertheless, the ASEAN
Intergovernmental Commission on Human
Rights [formed last year] embodies a
platform that should be better brought into
play when dealing with the Burmese
leadership.

Recently, the EP encouraged the
governments of China, India and
Russia “to stop supplying the
Burmese regime with weaponry and
other strategic resources.” However,
China has just sold 50 jet fighters to
Naypyitaw. In the end, China, Russia,
India and others are reluctant to stop
their arms sales and energy deals
with the regime. Could the EU possibly
take any initiative to warn these
states of Brussels’ annoyance?

I would focus my answer on China, as
I do not think that the EU has at its disposal
much leverage against Beijing. One can say
that China has not friends, only interests.
In addition, we should not forget that many
EU member states run vast investments in
China with thousands of joint-ventures
producing goods in China for the EU
market. A number of European economies
need China to expand, and the situation in
Burma is unlikely to get in i ts way.

If it were for you to say what the
Burmese military should first do to
boost the credibil ity of the
forthcoming elections, what would be
your advice?

If the junta were really aiming to hold
credible elections, the regime should invite
foreign observers to monitor the whole
process. Following the polls, I am confident
that the newly established parliament will
not be satisfied with its given powers. At
some point, the parliament will contest its
original rubber-stamp role. I am positive
that the new assembly will gradually
challenge the military.

Interview with Robert Goebbels,

Javier Delgado Rivera

member of the European Parliament

Washington’s Burma continued from page 1

weeks to seek public clarification” of Dr.
Campbell’s allegation but that the State
Department had yet to provide one. He
disclosed that his staff were told by Deputy
Assistant Secretary Scot Marciel “that no
other nation has joined the United States
in publicly denouncing Burma” for violating
UN Resolution 1874.

In the let ter, dated Tuesday, June 8th,
Webb reiterated he had cancelled his visit
to Burma “just hours” before he was to
enter the country over the allegation by
the Democratic Voice of Burma (DVB) that
Than Shwe’s regime had sought North
Korean assistance to develop a nuclear
program. Webb requested Clinton also
examine this contention.

DVB’s explosive allegations were
revealed in a documentary aired
internationally by Qatar-based Al Jazeera’s
international English language service and
shown in the U.S. on the ABC network.
The documentary included interviews with
senior Burmese scientist Sai Thein Win,
who provided extensive documentation to
support his claim that he had participated
in Burma’s burgeoning missile and nuclear
programs.

Until recently a major in the Burmese
army, Sai Thein Win was trained at home
in defense engineering and later in missile
technology at Russia’s Bauman Moscow

State Technical University in Russia. He
returned to Burma to work in special
factories, built to house modern European
machining tools with an aim to produce
prototypes for missile and nuclear
activities.

Webb also used the letter to Clinton
to call for the appointment of current U.S.
ambassador to Thailand Eric John as
“American special representative and
policy coordinator for Burma” in
accordance with the Tom Lantos Block
Burmese Jade (Junta’s Anti-Democratic
Efforts) Act of 2008. Webb pointed out that
the Jade Act required the President to work
with the Senate to make such an
appointment.

The letter further stated Webb’s stance
on several other key issues that relate to
his committee chairmanship, including his
opposition to the recent announcement
that the U.S. State Department is to
downgrade Thailand’s efforts against
trafficking in persons from Tier II to the
Tier II Watch List. In Webb’s words such a
downgrade will have a negative impact on
the Kingdom as it “places the country at
risk for sanctions on U.S. assistance,
primarily for democracy and human rights
programs. Such a downgrade would occur
at a time when this type of aid is
desperately needed to bolster political
reforms in Thailand and to promote
political stability.”

As Nelson Mandela was introduced prior to the kick-off of the 2010 World Cup
finals, the assembled crowd in the heart of Kathmandu erupted into applause –
even as Nepal continues to reel in the face of impunity and political paralysis.
Fifteen years after the historical 1995 rugby World Cup hosted by post-apartheid
South Africa, the football World Cup finals were in a sense viewed as cementing
the spectacle of sport as a unifying phenomenon.

It is a pleasant sounding hypothesis, but for it to prove accurate the necessary
reforms within society must first be enacted.

This year, viewers were told how f or countries such as strife-ridden Honduras,
football could serve to go some distance in healing national wounds – it patently did
not. Meanwhile, the first football match ever shown in real-time inside North Korea
– presumably to ramp-up national pride – resulted in the 7-0 drubbing of the North
Korean side by Portugal. Kim Jong-Il could not have been pleased.

Now, Burma’s football association is drawing attention to itself as the chosen
hosts of the upcoming Asian Football Confederation President’s Cup, the selection
somehow conferring further legitimacy upon the blighted country and its leadership.

The visiting l ist of participants f or the finals, however, reads as a who’s who list
of troubled countries – Kyrgyzstan’s Dordoi-Dynamo, Turkmenistan’s HTTU Ashgabat
and Tajikistan’s Vakhsh Qurghonteppa are also taking part. For the Kyrgyz team,
they travel to Burma as the country continues to broil in the flames of violent ethnic
clashes between Kyrgyz and Uzbeks that have displaced tens of thousands. For
Turkmenistan, the 2006 death of sel f-styled leader for life Sapamurat Niyazov has
done precious little to liberate the lives of the impoverished Central Asian state.

True this is a club tournament, as opposed to the national stage of such ev ents
as the World Cup, but international football competitions are still highly political
events; to this, the Burmese regime is correct in assessing a certain degree of
political capital gained from being chosen as the host venue.

But alas, the celebration of international sport as a benchmark of socio-political
modernity is best understood as representative of a country and its constituent
authority’s immediate and relative acceptance – both internationally and domestically.

While the regime may be able to cling to minimal international plaudits gained
as a result of hosting the competition, the country’s ills remain remarkably
unaddressed, the state’s leadership as nationalistically paranoid as ever. A recent
boxing contest between Burmese and Japanese pugilists had to be fixed so that a
minimum number of Burmese fighters, the host country, would emerge victorious.

The fact is, until the government in Naypyitaw can guarantee a degree of
reforms directed at embracing democratic modernity and meeting the needs of the
populace, the celebration of sport at the national level will fail to live up to the
international recognition that can be won when citizens celebrate as equal members
with a shared vision of the country’s future.

Football in troubled times is just that – football against a tumultuous background.
And September’s AFC President’s Cup in Burma will undoubtedly provide yet one
more opportunity to gaze upon the well-documented troubles underlying the Burmese state.

Football in troubled times
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Commentary
of its
suppressed
p e o p l e ,
caring only
about what they
perceive as their
own national
interests.

Indeed, it is
true that the regime
believes nuclear
weapons contribute
to immuni ty, which is
being sought by the
generals because they
have repeatedly
committed crimes
against their own
people. The Burmese
people want to know if the
perpetrators are immune by
possessing such missiles and
weapons of mass destruction.

The Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN), whose members jointly
signed the Southeast Asian Nuclear-
Weapon-Free Zone Treaty in 1995, are
nothing but proud of the nuclear motivation
of one of its ten members. The junta’s
leadership will not accept it if others tell
them that i t is against the Bangkok Treaty.
Though the junta has been going against
the principle of upholding international law
with respect to human rights, social justice
and multilateral trade, the nine other
ASEAN countries have continued the
practice of non-interference. And not only
ASEAN. SAARC, the south Asian
counterpart to ASEAN, also wants to
embrace the junta. The question is which
bloc is willing to pay more to the go-getting
generals.

Information gathering started five
years ago revealed a secret nuclear plan
initiated a decade earlier. It took only a
couple of months for Burmese elected
representatives to realize that the military
would not yield to the results of the 1990
election. When they informed the
international community about it, there was
insufficient interest and action. Now, the
nuclear dream of the Burmese junta has
been apparent and known by the word for
years but likewise goes insufficiently

believed. It
is t ime for the
world to act, to stop the nuclear aspirations
of the junta.

When nuclear experts from Pakistan
fled to Burma 10 years ago, no foreigners
thought it was true. A similar scenario
played itself out when the unholy alliance
between Burma and North Korea was
reported by Burmese language radio
stations. And again in early 2002 there
were warning signs with the suspicious
North Korean ship, the Kang Nam I, docked
at Thilawa shipyard. Only America took
some measures against the North Korean
ship. But nuclear materials from North
Korea, Russia, Germany, Singapore, and
Europe are already in existence at
Thabeikkyin, Pyin Oo Lwin, Myaing and
possibly other as yet unknown other sites.

This credible report is merely the latest
of leakages of classified information from
the junta. In April 2006, Vice-Senior
General Maung Aye paid an official visit at
the invitation of the Russian Federation.
General Thura Shwe Mann additionally
made a secret visit to North Korea in
November of 2008. The leaked information

From time to time Burma draws media
attention with the news of military coups,
people’s uprisings, news of Daw Aung San
Suu Kyi and the l ike. Typically, gross human
rights violations, state-sponsored forced
labor practices and the use of child soldiers
are issues not appealing enough to create
outside attention. Condemnations and
paper resolutions by world bodies do not
generally make headlines either. However,
the current nuclear news is like volcanic
ash spreading over the regime’s
unwarranted preparations for the 2010
election in Burma.

The recent 37-page Nuclear Related
Activities in Burma report by Robert E.
Kelley and Ali Fowle was enough to stir
the responsible media and American
government. The pre-planned visit of
United States Senator Jim Webb was
cancelled precisely because of this news.
Nonetheless, neighboring countries, which
would be inside the radius of the missile
range supposedly being built by Burma’s
generals, are yet to express any dissenting
opinions on the subject.

Experts call for an independent
assessment of the information received by
the Democratic Voice of Burma (DVB), a
radio and TV broadcasting station based
in Oslo run by Burma’s pro-democracy
movement. The writers of the report, for
their part, have invited official clarification
by the International Atomic Energy
Association. For the people of Burma there
is no doubt that the military leaders will
do everything possible to aid their quest
to remain in power.

The authors of the report, experts in
the nuclear field, wrote that Burma is ruled
by a junta having no real political
philosophy other than greed – an
indictment carrying social ramifications as
well in the pr edominantly Buddhist country,
as it directly contradicts the rightful path
as outlined in Buddhism. Fear has always
been in the generals’ mindset. They are
afraid of losing power and the wealth they
now illegitimately hold, simply desiring to
hand it over to trusted friends and
relatives.

Today many countries maintain
international relations with Burma and ink
business deals irrespective of the situation

received by pro-democracy activists
included secret reports of those visits as
well as the minutes of a meeting between
Indian President Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam and
Burmese Senior General Than Shwe on
the 6th of March 2006. In January of this
year Major Win Naing Kyaw and Foreign
Ministry official U Thura Kyaw were
sentenced to death for revealing state
secrets.

 The new hero, Major Sai Thein Win,
is in hiding because he does not want to
be the next Mordecai Vanunu, a former
Israeli nuclear technician who revealed the
details of Israeli nuclear weapons
programs in 1986.

There can be no doubt, this latest
report definitively proves the nucleus of
nuclear Burma.

Harboring their non-secret nuclear
ambition, the generals will not and cannot
share power with parliamentarians from
Aung San Suu Kyi’s party. So they keep
her under detention and make her party
nonexistent. The upcoming election is
nothing but a safeguard to keep their
nuclear dream alive.

Opposition alliance continued from page 1

opposition gathered on June 17th, two
days prior to the official occasion, at the
Foreign Correspondents Club of Thailand
to honor ‘The Lady’ and her vision for a
peaceful and democratic Burma. 

The Nobel Peace laureate remains
under house arrest after spending around
15 of the past 21 years held by the
Burmese junta in various forms of
detention. Agence France-Presse reported
that Suu Kyi spent her birthday at her
lakeside villa in Rangoon, where she lives
with two female assistants, under guard
and cut off from the world without phone
or Internet access. She remains an
undaunted icon for the country’s struggle
against oppression. 

The Ten Alliances also used the event
to present the results of its “People’s
Elections”, a worldwide campaign that
commemorated the anniversary of the
landslide victory of Suu Kyi’s party, the
National League for Democracy, in the 1990
elections. 

On May 27th of this year, Burmese
communities in more than 20 countries
demonstrated against the ruling military
junta’s proposed upcoming election in their
home country. I n a Global Day of Action,
Burmese activists in exile protested against
what they coined a “military selection” by
holding their own polls. They handed out
and collected nearly 40,000 ballots – each

a simple face-off between Suu Kyi and
junta leader Senior General Than Shwe –
to send to ASEAN and international
ambassadors along with a plea to
denounce the junta’s elections.

Thwin Linn Aung, coordinator of the
All Burma Federation of Student Unions
foreign affairs team who was also an
organizer of the Global Day of Action, said,
“The main hope is for the international
community to mount pressure on the
military regime to meet our causes…one
is to release all political prisoners, the
second is to stop the attacks in ethnic areas
and the third is to have dialogue that
includes constitutional review.” 

“If these causes are not met, we want
the international community to denounce
the 2010 election and not recognize its
results,” Thwin Linn Aung furthered.

Canadian ambassador Ron Hoffman
was presented with ballot postcards from
his country at the event, while
representatives from the American and
Czech embassies were also present to
accept ballots from their respective
countries. 

“There are hundreds of thousands of
Canadians who very much identify with
Aung San Suu Kyi and the great ideals she’s
pursuing,” Hof fman said. “Today we
reaffirm our commitment to carry this
collective struggle forward. Canada has and
will continue to impose the toughest
sanctions in the world on Burma’s military
regime.”

George Kent, political council for the
US embassy in Bangkok, compared the
junta’s treatment of Suu Kyi to that
experienced under the apartheid regime
by Nelson Mandela in South Africa, in that
she is the key to resolving the country’s
challenges.

“It’s simply tragic for the people of
Burma and the country that Burma’s
generals have rebuffed her efforts and her
unshakable commitment to work together
to find a peaceful path towards a more
prosperous future for the country,” Kent
said. “Like Nelson Mandela 20 years ago
when he walked out of prison and a now
prosperous South Africa [is] successfully
hosting the World Cup, Daw Suu could be
the greatest possible partner for the
regime to manage a successful transition
to a better future without recriminations
or revenge.”

Kraisak Choonhavan, a Thai member
of parliament and president of the ASEAN
Inter-Parliamentary Myanmar (Burma)
Caucus, began his speech stating his
frustrations with the stalemate in Thai-
Burmese relations. The grouping of
lawmakers from Malaysia, Indonesia,
Singapore, Thailand, Philippines and
Cambodia have continuously called for the
unconditional release of Suu Kyi and
freedom for the more than 2,100 political
prisoners in Burma.

“We’re getting used to this almost-
permanency of oppression in Burma,” he
said. “This is very, very sad because there’s

absolutely no chance for us to combine a
real effort of development between the two
countries without harming the people of
Burma. Every single project that we have
seems to hurt the people in Burma more
than it would help.”

Choonhavan lamented that dialogue
with the ruling regime had not worked and
neither had sanctions, which he said had
failed because of greedy businessmen in
pursuit of Burma’s natural resources. 

 “Who am I to say that?” he added.
“Thailand is the biggest income-giver to
Burma in the world. We buy gas from
Burma and to a certain extent we are
supporting the SPDC (Burmese regime). I
have to speak the truth. ”

“We support millions of Burmese that
live in Thailand too,” he added. “But not
enough.”

Statistics support his claim. According
to a Thai-Burma Border Consortium survey
in April, the 10 camps the alliance of NGOs
runs in Thailand house about 140,000
refugees. The US State Department says
the Thai government has issued temporary
work permits to more than one million
Burmese who live outside the refugee
camps, but migrant worker rights groups
estimate that a further million Burmese are
undocumented workers in Thailand.

The mood at the event was mostly
cheerful, especially as everyone gathered
to blow out candles on the birthday cake
for Suu Kyi – a common wish being that
she would celebrate her 66th in freedom.
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Chiang Mai –  U.S. Senator John
Kerry’s assistant Robin Lerner met senior
members of the National League for
Democracy on June 22nd to discuss the
party’s stance on upcoming national
elections, NLD spokesman Nyan Win told
Mizzima.

Lerner, a counsel to the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee who arrived
in Burma on June 19th, met NLD Vice-
Chairman Tin Oo and Central Executive
Committee members Nyan Win, Nyunt
Wai, Than Tun, Hla Pe, Han Tha Myint, May
Win Myint and Win Myint. According to
Nyan Win, the one-hour meeting took place
at the Rangoon residence of U.S. Chargé
d’Affaires Larry Dinger, the most senior U.S.
diplomat in Burma.

Tin Oo explained the party’s current
situation and future plans and outlined the
party’s decision not to re-register with the
junta’s Union Election Commission in time
for the junta’s March 29th party-
registration deadline.

“In keeping with the junta’s one-sided
electoral laws, if the party wanted to
contest the election, it needed to expel our
members who are in prison,” Nyan Win
told Mizzima. “This would include the
party’s leader Aung San Suu Kyi. Our Vice-
Chairman Tin Oo explained to Ms. Lerner
that we can’t expel the members who are
in prison, a point she understood.”

According to Nyan Win, Lerner asked
the NLD how it expected to survive after
the forthcoming election, with Win Tin
responding that as things were still up in
the air the group could not provide an
answer.

He told Mizzima the NLD leadership
also told Lerner that other opposition

political parties, which have officially
registered with the junta’s Union Election
Commission, were being prevented from
campaigning freely and therefore an
election held this year would be far from
fair.

The leaders also told Lerner
unequivocally that they could not accept
the junta’s extremely undemocratic line
that declared members of the military were
able to “participate in the national political
leadership role of the State” . This
contentious clause appears in the first
chapter of the constitution ratified in a
disputed May 2008 referendum widely
viewed as rigged.

John Kerry, Chairman of the U.S.
Senate’s Foreign Relations Committee,
was chosen as the Democratic presidential
candidate in 2004 but lost to incumbent
George W. Bush.

Last August, former Kerry Chief-of-
Staff turned pro-engagement lobbyist
Frances Zwenig told The Washington Post
that a f ew months earlier in May, the
Burmese regime’s ambassador to the U.S.
offered Kerry, who had last visited Burma
in 1999, a chance to return. This trip never
occurred and Webb went instead in
August.

Zwenig is a controversial figure in
Washington, scorned by many Burma pro-
democracy activists because she used
political contacts established when she
worked for Kerry to work as a pro-
engagement advocate during the 1990’s.
Zwenig successfully sought large amounts
of corporate money to pay for an October
1997 high-level pro-business fact-finding
trip that included three former senior
government officials including two former
ambassadors and neoconservative Richard
Armitage, former Assistant Secretary of
Defense during the 1980’s.

According to the Post, in July 1997
Zwenig’s pro-engagement organization
received US$50,000 from Unocal to educate
Washington on Burma engagement issues.
Unocal, a partner in the Yadana Natural
Gas Pipeline, was revealed in a lawsuit
launched by Burmese villagers against the
firm to have paid the Burmese military to
help with the Yadana project.  Earth Rights
International, the legal NGO representing
the villagers, documented that battalions
of Burmese soldiers hired by Unocal and
its partners violently forced the relocation
of thousands and used unpaid forced labor
to assist in the pipeline’s construction.
(Additional reporting by Thomas Maung
Shwe)

Aide to U.S. Senator John Kerry
meets NLD leaders

The formation of a United Nations
commission of inquiry into alleged crimes
against humanity committed in Burma
during the course of the country’s decades
long civil war and political standoff has
gained a further advocate.

During a June 8th, 2010, debate of the
UN Human Rights Council in Geneva,
Slovakia became the fourth government to
support such an inquiry, joining the r anks
of Australia, the Czech Republic and United
Kingdom.

Rosha Fedor, the Slovak
representative, in justifying Bratislava’s
decision, told the congress, “[T]he first
national elections in Myanmar [Burma]
could have served as a window to national
reconciliation, respect for human rights,
and democracy, but on the contr ary, the
new electoral law fel l  far below
international standards, seriously
undermined the rights of expression,
assembly and association, and
discriminated on the basis of political
opinions.”

Either the Human Rights Council or
Security Council may initiate a commission
of inquiry, though i t is generally assumed
China and Russia would automatically
oppose any such undertaking at the
Security Council level.

On the basis of historical precedence,
it can be assumed that a commission of
inquiry into matters in Burma would include
an investigation into violations of
international and human rights law, the
determination of whether or not acts of
genocide have occurred, the identification
of perpetrators of crimes against humanity,
and a means of ensuring that those
responsible for violations are held

Commission of inquiry inches closer
to realization

accountable.
A commission of inquiry would not,

however, have prosecutorial authority,
which would instead likely lie with the
International Criminal Court following UN
recommendation.

Human Rights Watch, advocating for
the creation of such a commission, believes
a UN commission of inquiry “would
potentially have a positive effect in bringing
various parties to the negotiations, and
potentially spur multilateral peace talks in
Burma.”

Supporters of the motion further
contend Burma’s generals fear
accountability, and that a commission of
inquiry would awaken those in authority
of the immediate need for action in light
of facing criminal prosecution.

However, there is also concern that a
commission of inquiry would only serve to
push an already highly xenophobic ruling
clique into a further state of isolationism,
making dialogue and an eventual solution
to the crisis that much more difficult to
initiate.

In 2004, a commission of inquiry was
established to investigate the possibility of
crimes against humanity in the Sudanese
region of Darfur. While the commission did
not support allegations of genocide, it did
find evidence of systemic violations of
human rights and international law.

Meanwhile, Eileen Chamberlain
Donahoe of the United States, during the
same session of the Human Rights Council,
gave notice that Washington was also
considering adding its name to those
countries in favor of a commission of
inquiry into crimes against humanity
committed in Burma.

Chiang Mai – A scheduled high-level
European Union visit to Burma was recently
cancelled after the Burma’s ruling junta

would be tabled again. She was also
without the agenda for the proposed
meeting and had no knowledge of what
was to be discussed with Suu Kyi.

“I think it’s quite clear why it would be
high on their wish list to meet with ‘The
Lady’ herself,” she said. “But unfortunately
this request was not transferred [sic] by
the government.”

The junta’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs
could not be reached for comment.

In response to the junta’s decision to
bar EU access to Suu Kyi, the National
Council of the Union of Burma (NCUB), a
coalition of Burmese pro-democracy
groups and political dissidents, released a
statement condemning the military regime.

The council’s joint general secretary
No.1, Myint Thein of the National League
for Democracy (Liberated Area), called
upon the EU to reaffirm international
demands and denounce the junta’s
upcoming election and its anticipated
results.

“They still don’t have any plans to
release Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and the
other political prisoners,” he said of the
military regime. “They have refused
proposals from all world leaders to release
her and have dialogue.”

Myint Thein said the election would be
neither free nor fair and that the military

EU cancels visit after request to meet
Suu Kyi denied

Robin Lerner The UN Human Rights Council meeting at the Palais des Nations, Geneva, Switzerland

had repeatedly refused to take any steps
towards changing the political situation in
Burma. For those reasons he called on the
international community, including the EU,
to take a stronger stance against the junta.
Nonetheless, the EU is not yet talking about
rejecting any election results.

“That would be pr emature,”
Seppalainen said, adding however that the
EU was standing its ground. “We’ve been
calling for free and fair elections, this has
been the EU line for a while and this has
not changed.” 

Nobel Peace laureate Suu Kyi remains
under house arrest after spending around
15 of the past 21 years held by the Burmese
junta in various forms of detention. Her
National League for Democracy Party won
the last elections in 1990 but the junta
refused to allow the party to form a
government and jai led many NLD
members. 

The party on May 6 th was declared
illegal and disbanded by the ruling
military junta after the NLD chose not
to re-register for upcoming elections
under electoral laws it deemed unfair
and unjust as they aim to exclude
anyone serving a prison sentence,
automatically negating the potential
candidacy of the party’s leader and
other imprisoned members.  

German ambassador to Burma, Julius
Georg Luy

denied a request from the EU Presidency
Council to meet pro-democracy leader
Aung San Suu Kyi.

German ambassador to Burma, Julius
Georg Luy, representing the EU Presidency
currently held by Spain, had on June 15th

asked State Peace and Development
Council (SPDC) Foreign Affairs Minister
Nyan Win in Naypyitaw for a meeting with
Suu Kyi, the world’s most well-known
political prisoner. It w as to be part of a
high-level EU visit, but the junta declined
the request months ahead of its as yet
unscheduled elections.

The SPDC is the Burmese ruling junta’s
self-styled title.

“I cannot comment whether the
meeting’s been cancelled because of [the]
SPDC’s refusal to allow access to Aung San
Suu Kyi or for other r easons,” EU regional
delegation spokeswoman Suvi
Seppalainen said.

She added that the high-level meeting
would not take place during the Spanish
presidency of the EU, which ended in June,
but was unable to speculate whether it
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Chiang Mai –  More than 900 people
in Rangoon Division were infected with
dengue fever and six have died in the first
four months of this y ear, according to state-
run Chinese news agency Xinhua and a
well-placed source at the Burmese Medical
Association in Rangoon.

Six out of a total 910 people infected
with dengue died between January 1st and
May 5th and more than 80 people were
infected with the potentially deadly disease
in the last week of June alone, Xinhua
reported on June 30th, citing data from
the Rangoon City Development Committee,
without giving further details.

The medical association source
confirmed the figures, saying, “We have
learned that six out of a total of more than
900 dengue fever patients died of this
disease this year from hospital data.”

Though the exact data on affected
areas is still yet unknown, townships
usually hit in Rangoon Division are
Dawbon, Thaketa, South Dagon, North
Dagon, Shwepyithar, Hlaingtharyar, Dala,
Twante, Thanlyin, Pazundaung,
Thingangyun, Phawkan and Insein.

Child dengue fever patients are being
treated at Rangoon Children’s Hospital in
Ahlone Township, a doctor on dut y at the
hospital told Mizzima.

“Some child patients are receiving
treatment for dengue fever but staff are
not authorized to disclose how many
patients are involved,” the doctor
elaborated. “You may ask our medical
superintendent in person but we are also
not authorized to give out contact
numbers.”

A high incidence of dengue fever is
generally found in Rangoon, Pegu, Sagaing
and Irrawaddy Divisions and Mon State,
especially between June and September,

during the monsoon.
Dengue and dengue hemorrhagic fever

are acute infectious diseases transmitted
by day-feeding mosquitoes in the tropics.
They can be life threatening and are
characterized by skin rashes, severe
headaches and pain in the joints and back.
It is also known as break-bone fever.

Cases in children are generally found
in the 4 to 15 age group. Dengue spreads
in urban areas aided by water left
uncovered, allowing mosquitoes carrying
the virus to breed in places such as drains,
garbage dumps, ponds and open
containers, a family doctor based in
Rangoon said on condition of anonymity.

“Mosquitoes are the carriers of this
deadly disease, spreading it from one
person to another. When contracted, the
first signs are similar to simple influenza
and then shock signs and symptoms will
be seen three to five days later,” he
explained.

Dengue patients are generally admitted
at Rangoon General Hospital, Ahlone
Children’s Hospital, Thingangyun Children’s
Hospital and North Okklapa Children’s
Hospital.

The best way to cope with the disease
is via prevention, such as keeping a clean,
dry household and preventing mosquito
bites, the doctor suggested.

The breeding grounds of mosquitoes
should be sprayed with insecticide to stop
mosquito larvae breeding, he added.

Township health department of ficials
are conducting awareness campaigns on
the disease but are only teaching people
how to use the drugs and adjust their
lifestyles for prevention of dengue, sources
said. The spraying of insecticides is not
included.

According to official statistics, 3,129
people were infected with dengue last year
and 37 died.

Dengue fever hits Rangoon Division

Kyaw Kha

A family in the Irrawaddy delta, where aid workers are concerned about mosquitos
carrying dengue fever that br eed in pools of standing water.

Chiang Mai – Burma’s military junta
has strongly denied recent allegations
made by Burmese media in exile that
Senior General Than Shwe’s regime has
sought North Korean assistance to develop
nuclear weapons, calling the accusations
“baseless”, its Ministry of Foreign Affairs
said in a statement issued June 11th.

In the statement, obtained by Mizzima,
Burma’s reclusive regime argues
allegations of cooperation with North Korea
are manufactured by “defectors and exile
media who want to disrupt Burma’s
national interest.”

The regime’s denial came less than
24 hours after a senior U.S. government
official, Scot Marciel, Deputy Assistant
Secretary of State for Southeast Asia, told
a Senate committee in Washington that if
Burma’s regime obtained nuclear weapons
it would “tremendously destabilize” the
region.

The regime’s claim of innocence was
reiterated at 8 p.m. on June 11th in a state-
run Myanmar TV (MRTV) news bulletin,
which declared that Burma had “no
intention of becoming a state with nuclear
weapons.”

The Burmese regime’s denial also
came one week after Norway-based
Democratic Voice of Burma (DVB) released
a hard-hitting investigative documentary
featuring Burmese army defector Major
Sai Thein Win, who provided extensive
evidence to support his claim that North
Korea and Burma were cooperating to
develop nuclear weapons. Major Sai Thein
Win, who provided photos of himself
working in what he described as special

military factories, also said he was sent
by his superiors to study missile technology
at Russia’s prestigious Bauman Moscow
State Technical University.

The documentary, shown
internationally on Al Jazzera’s English-
language news service and on domestic
American television, has proven
embarrassing for Burma’s regime and
those in the west who seek to normalize
relations with what is commonly referred
to as one of the world’s most repressive
regime’s.

“These reports were baseless
accusations that are polit ically
motivated…to undermine the political
process as Myanmar [Burma] is striving
for democracy by holding general elections
this year,” the statement said.

Citing the North Korea allegations
made by DVB, U.S. Senator Jim Webb, a
prominent advocate for economic and
political engagement with Burma’s military
rulers, opted at the last minute to postpone
a planned visit to Burma. Webb’s trip was
set to coincide with the worldwide release
of DVB’s exposé and a high-level visit to
Naypyitaw by Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao.

Junta denies North Korean nuclear
link

Chiang Mai –  Veteran politician Aung
Myint, 87, died of a str oke at Rangoon
Hospital on the morning of June 14th after
long suffering from various symptoms
including high blood pressure, sources
said.

Aung Myint was born in Phyarpone
Township and served as a Chairman of
the Communist Party of that district. He
also worked as a chairman of the
Workers’ Association under the
dictatorship of Ne Win.

Symbolizing a fleeting political link
through the country’s tumultuous 20th
century fight for independence and
subsequent internal divide, he was a

Veteran politician Aung Myint, 87,
dies

Phanida member of the Veteran Politicians’ Group,
comprising those active since before
Burma attained independence from the
British.

“He fought for Burma’s democracy
until his death. I’m very sad because he is
my comrade and he died when our group
is weak,” colleague Ohn Maung said.

The 23-member veteran’s group was
formed in 1995 out of former members of
the long since disbanded Socialist Party,
Communist Party, People’s Comrade Party,
All-Burma Federation of Student Unions,
as well as workers’ and farmers’
associations of Ne Win’s Burma Socialist
Programme Party. Just 11 members
survive.

Chiang Mai –  A military helicopter
crash on June 16th during a training
exercise in Shan State killed four air force
personnel including three officers, air force
sources said.

The MI-2 helicopter hit a mountain in
bad weather at around noon near Pindaya
Township, Shan State, killing Major Kyaw
Kyaw Win, two captains and a corporal. A
badly injured lieutenant was taken to
Aungpan Hospital, a source in the Burmese
Air Force told Mizzima.

Kyaw Kyaw Win, from Namsan Air
Base, was holding a training exercise with
another aircraft out of the air force
helicopter school at Meikhtila when he
encountered bad weather, a policeman

from a nearby township said.
“The helicopter, which crashed near

Pindaya, flew from Meikhtila to Namsan on
June 15th. On the next day it was flying
with another hel icopter when it crashed,”
another air force source commented.

Burma’s military junta bought 22 MI-2
“Hoplite” helicopters from Poland between
1990 and 1992, according to the Stockholm
International Peace Research Institute’s
arms-transfers database.

The Burmese Air Force has
experienced several such mishaps in the
last few years. In January, an F-7M jet
fighter – a Chinese-built version of the
Russian Mig-21 – crashed at Rangoon
International Airport in Mingaladon
Township, killing the pi lot.

Kyaw Kha

Helicopter crash kills four air force
personnel

 A Mi-17 helicopter belonging to the Burmese Air Force.
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25-inch Burmese boy reaches for
world record

Chiang Mai – Burmese traditional
dance troupes have had to postpone shows
until the World Cup ends, putting about
2,000 performers temporarily out of work,
according to dancers.

The 2010 World Cup in South Africa,
which will finish on July 11th, has taken
attention away from other forms of
entertainment, forcing traditional theatre
companies to shut down to avoid financial
losses. The closures have also negatively

affected backstage personnel and anyone
else linked to such shows.

Forty-eight theatre troupes are
registered with the Burmese Theatrical
Association and an average of about 40
people work for each troupe.

Pantara U Mya Kyi, a member of a
Sagaing theatre company, commented,
“The World Cup has caused us a lot of
problems. It ’s really hit our income.”

In another example, the Moe Win and
Hanza Moe Win theatre groups from
Mandalay had planned to perform onstage
in Plake Township, Mandalay, in the middle
of June, but the team had to put off their
shows until the end of the World Cup
because very few people had bought
tickets, a group manager related.

“We have postponed our shows, but
after the World Cup we will entertain
audiences again,” a tr oupe manager from
the group told Mizzima, adding that three
days of shows cancelled would cost the
group about 4.2 mil l ion kyats
(approximately US $4,200).

Meanwhile, the state-run New Light of
Myanmar newspaper reported Fédération
Internationale de Football Association
(FIFA) President Sepp Blatter would visi t
Burma in November at the invitation of Zaw
Zaw, Chairman of the Burmese Football
Federation. He invited Blatter while
attending the 60th FIFA Congress in South
Africa.

Kyaw Kha

World Cup kicks traditional dancers off stage

Rangoon – At a mere 25 inches (63.5
centimeters) tall, Zaw Bala Aung has lofty
dreams of breaking a Guinness World
Record, but at 10 years old he will not
officially qualify as the world’s shortest man
for another eight years.

 The boy, also known as Balagyi, was
born in a Burmese vi l lage called
Htanpoutkone in Kyaukpadaung Township
on March 10th, 2000, the second child of
four and the only son for parents Win Lwin
and Khin Hla. However, he is the only one
of his siblings with primordial dwarfism and
weighs a mere 10 pounds (4.5 kilograms),
with a head circumference of 13 inches (33
centimeters).

But despite Guinness specifications, in
mid-June he and his family decided it was
time to throw his name in the hat for the
title of the world’s shortest man, holding a
press conference at Karaweik Hall in
Burma’s former capital of Rangoon.

“He was medically examined and his
medical record is fine,” said a reporter
named Khin who was representing the
family. “His bone growth has stopped.”

Khin said they recently sent Zaw Bala

Aung’s measurements and medical records
to Guinness for consideration. But
unfortunately, he will not pass the age test.

“To qualify for the Guinness World
Records title of world’s shortest man,
claimants must be 18 years or older
(assuming the first year of life is considered
year 0, and not year 1),” the measurement
body’s website says. “This is irrespective
of sexual maturity or a society’s legal,
ritualistic or religious coming of age.”

Supporting the entire family by selling
shwe yin aye, a traditional Burmese
dessert, his father said he was happy that
they could do this for his son.

Guinness World Records has yet to
declare a successor to He Pingping, who
held the title until March this year when he
died at the age of 21. He measured 2 foot,
five inches or 74.61 centimeters.

However, Zaw Bala Aung has
competition. Nepalese teenager Khagendra
Thapa Magar, who is 17 years and eight
months old and reaches only 20 inches,
claims he should be officially verified as
the world’s shortest man. The official body,
at least for another four months, has
rejected the claim.

 Zaw Bala Aung, who stands a mere 25 inches, attending a press conference at
Karaweik Hall in Rangoon on June 22. Photo: Mizzima

Nyein Thu

Burmese, Laotian, Cambodian, Iranian and
Indian nationalities entering the Kingdom
of Thailand illegally. Most were found to
be working in restaurants and factories.

Santan said that after foreigners were
alleged to have stolen 12 million baht from
a pick-up truck in f ront of a bank, pol ice
were bolstering investigations into the
histories of migrant workers who might be
drawn into criminal activities.

“In addition, there is the need to
investigate the histories of these persons
to f ind out who the masterminds
responsible are and who they hired to
illegally sneak these workers into the
Kingdom of Thailand,” he said, according
to a report on the state-run Thai News
Agency website. “These histories and this
information can then be sent to police
headquarters, including information on the
different means illegal workers use to
sneak into the country to work. ”

A shop owner in Mahachai, an area
known for its seafood market, added that
police had increased the frequency of
checks on the migrant community there,
while some local mafia had also forced
workers to pay them.

According to the Human Rights for
Development Foundation (HRDF), whose
staff work closely with migrants, around
830 were arrested between June 17th and
19th across all nine of Bangkok’s police
regions. In Mahachai, a total of 150 were
also arrested on the 17th, and on the 19th
around 150 were detained in Sa Kaew
Province on the Cambodian border.

The crackdown followed Thai Prime
Minister Abhisit Vejjajiva’s order on June
2nd for the immediate launch of a “Special
Centre to Suppress, Arrest and Prosecute
Migrant Workers who are Working
Underground”. Its goal, he said, would be
to ensure the effectiveness of the January
19th, 2010, Thai cabinet resolution on
“nationality verification” for migrant
workers from neighboring countries.

The Thai government expects the
process to end in 2012, after which
migrants who work in Thailand must have
a passport and work permit.

An official in Mahachai said the
process was continuing and that more
migrants were applying for verification but
that the Burmese government’s demand
to recheck the information of each worker
was causing delays.

Surapong Kongchantuek, Deputy
Chairman of the Lawyers’ Council of
Thailand’s subcommittee on the rights of
stateless persons, migrant workers and
migrants, said police action would fail to
solve the problem as the real trouble was
that human traffickers remained at large.

“Officials have been employing this
policy (of arresting workers) for about 20
years and the problem is still happening,”
he noted.

Adisorn Kerdmongkol, manager of a
project for the well-being of migrant
workers, ethnic minorities, refugees and
stateless persons at the Thai Health
Promotion Foundation, added that the
upcoming general election in Burma may
rekindle conflict over migrants and
refugees in Thailand amid a continuing
divide between Burma’s military junta and
those ethnic minorities that have rejected
joining the army’s Border Guard Force.

Activists estimate that there are
between two million and three million
migrant workers in Thailand. Of them,
around 90,000 have verified their
nationality and carry a passport, while
another 800,000 have lodged applications
to do so.

On June 21st, the HRDF released a
statement urging the Thai government to
cease in the suppression of migrant
workers, which it argues constitutes a
serious threat to human rights. It said
Bangkok should instead open a new round
of migrant registrations to provide an
opportunity for the estimated 1 to 1.4
million migrants to register legally.

The group also warned the present
action would lead to a labor shortage in
the country and that workers would face
more abuses from human traffickers, as
they could be deceived into finding new
jobs, which could open a window for
officials to extract bribes from the
vulnerable.

Migrant workers  continued from page  4

Burmese tycoon continued from page 1
equipment.”

Since then, Venezuelan leader Hugo
Chavez has announced that his government
would spend US$82 million on 18 of the
planes.

The Burmese Air Force had already
bought 12 K-8 Karakorum. Sources close
to the air force told Mizzima that Burma’s
rulers want more ground attack fighters
than strategic fighters such as the Russian-
made MiG-29 or its Chinese-built version,
the F-5. Such ground attack fighters, it is
speculated, could be used to intimidate
ethnic groups under ceasefire agreements
that have refused to bring their troops
under the supervision of the junta’s Border
Guard Force.

Last year Jane’s Defence Industry
reported that K-8’s Chinese manufacturer,
Hongdu Aviation, had released a cryptic
statement in September saying it had just
secured a contract with an “unnamed Asian
country” to export 60 K -8 planes. According
to Jane’s, the statement disclosed that a
deal had been struck between Hongdu, the
mystery Asian nation and China’s National
Aero-Technology Import and Export
Corporation on September 6th at Hongdu’s
offices in Nanchang, Jiangxi Province.

Jane’s speculated that the unnamed
Asian partner could be Iran or Indonesia,
both seeking to upgrade their air forces.
While it is possible that the unnamed
partner was in fact the Burmese regime,
Mizzima was unable to determine if this

was the case.
According to Jane’s the statement

Hongdu issued in September disclosed that
the deal would transpire in three stages.
The first stage would involve the export of
12 aircraft.  The second stage would
involve the customer acquiring K-8 related
technologies, equipment and tools, while
the third would involve the customer
producing the final 48 aircraft under license
locally.

Mizzima has also learned that Tay Za
was looking to buy an ATR-72 twin-
turboprop short-haul regional airliner from
Chinese Southern Airlines for his own
airline, Air Bagan. He had previously
bought two A-310 Airbuses from China but
was unable to use the aircraft because they
were grounded in Rangoon for safety
reasons.

China is one of the few places where
Tay Za can now conduct business
transactions with relative ease since he
was put on the American, European,
Canadian, Australian and Swiss financial
sanctions blacklists. The US government,
which commonly refers to Tay Za as “an
arms dealer and financial henchman,” was
the first Western nation to target the
tycoon, citing his close financial ties to
Than Shwe and the reclusive dictator’s
children.

Yet, despite the sanctions against him
Tay Za is estimated to have amassed a
fortune of more than US$10 billon dollars.

Inside Burma
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Dhaka –  Landslides and flooding after
heavy downpours in Buthidaung and
Maungdaw Townships in Arakan State have
killed at least 46 people and injured at least
four in the western region near the border
with Bangladesh that features many rivers,
flood plains and mountains, Myanmar TV
reported on June 16th.

The broadcast came as the UN reported
it was assembling aid convoys in Rangoon
and Sittwe and discussing other aid
measures with Burmese officials.

The news report, telecast by the state-
run television station, said, “Landslides in
Maungdaw killed 28 and 18 in Buthidaung
Township. And also four were injured in
these landslides.”

The BBC reported landslides in nearby
Bangladesh had also killed 53 people.

Torrential rain started on June 14th and
had averaged 340 millimeters a day, the
National Meteorology and Hydrology
Department said in its weather report.

Of the seven wards in Buthidaung
Township, only a few houses in Ward No.
5 were spared the results of the deluge.
All remaining houses in that ward and the
other six wards were flooded and more
than 200 victims took shelter in State High
School No. 1, a teacher from Buthidaung
said.

Flooding from rain that had started on
June 13th in Maungdaw had receded by
about 9 p.m. on June 16th, but rain
continued overnight and only stopped the
following day in Bhutidaung, where
floodwaters had yet to recede, voiced local
residents.

The United Nations Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs
(OCHA) said access to the area was difficult
and that the UN had asked the Burmese
government to provide logistical support
for assessment of damage and risks to
people in the area.

Adding to the area’s isolation and the
inherent difficulty in providing relief, it said
several bridges had collapsed between
Rangoon and the western port of Sittwe,
adding that access between Buthidaung
and Maungdaw and between Maungdaw
and Alel Than Kyaw was cut.

The UN Resident and Humanitarian
Coordinator in Burma met the Deputy
Minister for Home Affairs on June 16th in
Rangoon along with a delegation of UN staff
and NGOs to offer assistance, the UN report
said.

“He [the UN coordinator] requested that
access is facilitated for rapid assessments
and that the local authorities facilitate
logistics, including the use of helicopters if
necessary,” i t said.

The Deputy Minister welcomed the
offer and was to lead a fact-finding mission
to Buthidaung. A liaison officer had been
appointed for the Maungdaw area, the UN
report added.

UNHCR, the lead relief agency in
northern Arakan State, called an
emergency meeting of partners in
Rangoon and said organizations in the field
were assessing needs there. Four teams
on the ground included staff from the UN
refugee body, the World Food Program, the
UNDP, aid group Malteser, French aid group
Action Against Hunger (ACF) and Médicins
Sans Frontières Holland (MSF), the UN aid
office said.

It reported that about 1,200 people had
been made homeless in Maungdaw, but
gave no figures for Buthidaung.

“Local authorities, the UNHCR, MSF
Holland and ACF have supported the
relocation of affected people using boats,”
it said.

The teams listed basic needs that
needed support, including clean water, and
said ACF had started distributing drinking
water to the homeless in Maungdaw.
Health concerns were raised including the
possible outbreak of waterborne diseases
such as diarrhea, malaria and cholera, but
most health centers and clinics were open.

A convoy of essential items left on June
18th from Rangoon and “emergency
supplies will also be mobilized from the
nearby township of Sittwe,” the UN report
said. “As roads have been damaged, the
use of boats and commercial flights is
[being] explored for the deployment of the
first emergency supplies.”

In other areas of the state, Reuters
reported that flooding had also hit Myauk
Oo and Kyauktaw Townships, 550
kilometers from Rangoon, washing away
three bridges, although no casualties had
been reported there, quoting an official in
the region.

Because of the flooding, riverboat
transport between Sittwe and Buthidaung
has been suspended.

Other landslides have also hit the
region hard this year. District bul ldozers
early on the evening of June 14th cleared
another massive landslide that had for 17
hours blocked the country’s only road to
Bangladesh and an important trade link,
the Buthidaung-Maungdaw Road.

Torrential rain led to the col lapse about
halfway along the road on the approach to
the Tawgaunggyi tunnel, tempor arily
blocking the 16-mile (26 kilometer)
highway. The 660-feet (200-meter) tunnel,
built by the British, passes under a section
of the Mayu Mountains.

Nyein Chan and Suu Mya

Landslides, floods kill 46 in Arakan
State

Chiang Mai –  Karen rebel forces
recently launched three separate
ambushes against junta troops – with
unconfirmed reports of 14 Burmese Army
soldiers killed, and 27 wounded – after
intercepting radio communications and
learning of Burmese military plans for an
offensive against them, a militia spokesman
said.

Karen National Liberation Army’s
(KNLA) sixth brigade spokesman Captain
Hte Nay said the KNLA launched the
guerrilla strikes after listening in on
messages between junta troops in their
area and Military Operation Command
(MOC) No. 8 in Tavoy Township,
Tenasserim State.

“We realised their plans for a military
offensive by listening to intercepted
communication with our wireless sets, and
heard instructions [from officers] for them
[tr oops] to launch an at tack against us,”
Captain Hte Nay told Mizzima.

“We made pre-emptive strikes to
contain their operations”, he said.

According to the intercepted
messages, the junta would regroup its
forces stationed in Kyarinnseikkyi
Township, Karen State, and attack the sixth

KNLA ambushes kill 14 junta troops

A KNLA soldier stands guard as displaced
villagers cross a military road in Karen

State.

brigade, the captain said.
With this intelligence in hand, KNLA

troops closely monitored the movements
of junta troops stationed along the
periphery of the areas under their control
and launched guerrilla attacks against junta
troops.

In the latest attack on June 14th, a
KNLA three-man team from the 16th
Battalion’s

B Company ambushed about 60
personnel from the first column of the
junta’s Light Infantry Battalion 284,
seriously wounding three junta soldiers.

On June 10th, Major Pho Tun and a
KNLA private lobbed grenades into a truck
carrying arms and ammunition, killing 13
soldiers and wounding 21 during an
ambush in Thanphyuzayat Township. The
junta troops from Light Infantry Battalions
401 and 409 under the command of No. 2
Strategic Command, MOC 8, were to
relieve troops from battalions under No. 3
Strategic Command stationed in
Kyarinnseikkyi.

The KNLA made another assault in the
afternoon of the same day near
Myaingtharyar village, killing a junta soldier
and wounding another.

The three clashes this month resulted
in a total of 14 junta soldiers dead and 27
wounded, according to KNLA sources.
However, no independent confirmation w as
available.

The Karen rebels suffered no
casualties, which was attributable to their
superior local knowledge, contended
Captain Saw Hte Nay.

“In these guerrilla attacks we sent just
two or three soldiers who employed hit-
and-run tactics. We have better knowledge
[than government troops] of the terrain in
areas under our control,” he said.

New Delhi –  Aspiring trade unionists
had their request to form a national
industrial and farm workers union flatly
rejected in the third week of June by police
carrying an official response from junta
leader Senior General Than Shwe,
according to the workers’ representatives.

Rangoon Division Western District
Police Colonel Aung Daing met seven
workers representatives at his station and
told them forming a trade union would be
unlawful and that police would take action
if they went ahead.

Twenty-two tr ade union activists
including eminent labor rights lawyer Pho
Phyu had told the junta leader in a letter
that they intended to f orm a “Trade Union
for the Protection of National Industrial
Workers’ and Farmers’ Interests” and
asked for permission to do so.

“No right at all to form such union. It’s
unlawful, they told us,” Pho Phyu said.

According to Pho Phyu, they
responded to authorities that to protect the
rights of workers and farmers they would
go ahead anyway with their plan at the
risk of being arrested and imprisoned.

“The working people and Burmese
citizens have suffered bitterly for many
years, even many decades. Now it’s time
for a trade union for them,” he f urthered.

But this was not the first rejection or
fierce reaction from authorities Pho Phyu
has experienced. He also represented
farmers whose lands were seized by the
army, before he himself was imprisoned
last March. He was released from prison

just three months ago.
If they go ahead with their trade union

itwill be considered an unlawful association
and a violation of the la w. Moreover,
publicizing this organization will be in
violation of the Printers and Publishers Act
and will be subjected to stern action, Aung
Daing explained to the workers
representatives.

Labor Department Director-General
Thet Naing Oo also met trade union leaders
and advised them to wait until the new
government takes office after the general
election.

Though it was a private meeting, about
20 intelligence personnel watched the
unionists and took photographs and video
recordings.

Tin Oo, Vice-Chairman of the main
opposition part y, the National League for
Democracy, said the government should
not make such a prohibition.

Additionally, Federation of Trade
Unions of Burma joint general-secretary Dr.
Zaw Win Aung commented, “The regime
should enact laws permitting freedom to
form trade unions and they should
eliminate all hurdles and obstacles to that
end.”

Successive military regimes since 1962
have banned unions and deprived Burmese
of the right to freedom of association, but
rebellion against these abuses has recently
increased.

Workers at private industries have
staged at least 10 strikes since December,
demanding better wages and work
environments.

Establishing trade unions unlawful,
police say

Myint Maung



July 2010 Vol.8   No. 7

page 12

Mizzima Monthly Journal

Publisher and Editor In-Chief

FOR SUBSCRIPTIONS

  mizzima@mizzima.com, editor @mizzima.com, www.mizzima.com
                       www.mizzima.tv, www.mizzimaphoto.com

Ph : 91-9748453636  91-33-24292212

Daily Updated Website On Burma And Related News And Issues

Soe Myint
Flat No. 1, 63 C,

Ibrahimpur Road,Jadavpur,
Kolkata - 700032, India.

Rationing felt at private petrol stations

A motorist refuels at a private petrol station in Rangoon on June 17 following the imposition of fuel
rationing. Photo: Mizzima.

Chiang Mai –  Burma’s ruling
military junta has issued petrol-
station permits to the sons of
Senior General Than Shwe and
General Thura Shwe Mann, in
addit ion to close business
associates, according to an
Energy Ministry report.

Myanmar Naing Group,
owned by Than Shwe’s son Tun
Naing Shwe, has obtained
permission to run a total of six
petrol stations in Rangoon and
Mandalay Divisions, and in Shan
State, revealed a Ministry of
Energy report received by
Mizzima.

Tun Naing Shwe’s company

also operates a jade-mining
business in Pharkant in Kachin
State, in the country’s north. He
additionally holds the controlling
share of J-Donut outlet in Rangoon,
a retail pastry shop styled on
Dunkin’ Donuts and frequented by
the children of Burma’s ruling elite.

Since Burma’s oil sector was
privatized on May 15th, Ayar
Shwewa/Shwe Yamone and
Zaygabar, l inked to two sons of
military chief of staff Thura Shwe
Mann – Aung Thet Mann and Toe
Naing Mann – have been given
permission to open private petrol
stations. The former company was
licensed to run 12 stations, the

Sons of top generals handed fuel-station permits
latter two.

Other concessions to the
likely lucrative petrol-station
business went to the junta’s social
organization, the Union Solidarity
and Development Association, and
Myanmar Economic Holdings – a
cash cow of the junta. The two
entities received 15 and 14
stations, respectively.

Addit ional companies,
maintaining close relations with
the ruling junta to have been
awarded petrol station licenses
are Tay Za’s Htoo Trading,
Shwetaung Development, Shwe
Than Lwin, Nilar Trading, Asia
World and Kanbawza.

Kyaw Kha
Chiang Mai –  Burma’s ruling

military junta has imposed
rationing of fuel sold at the
country’s new private petrol
stations, two days after it
privatized its retail oil sector,
according to a sales manager at
one of the stations on June 16th.

The Ministry of Energy
ordered the stations to limit sales
to no more than 12 gallons (45
liters) of fuel per car per day from
June 12th onwards.

A sales manager from a
Dagon International private petrol
station in Kyaukmyaung,
Rangoon, said the Burma
Petroleum Products Enterprise
(MPPE), a ministerial
department, was failing to meet
private petrol station fuel
demand.

The junta had said it planned
to allow private companies to
distribute and import fuel, but
private petrol stations must still
depend on supplies from the
Energy Ministry during their 60-
day trial period. Distribution of
natural gas is still controlled by
the government and stations can
only distribute petrol and diesel
to end-users.

The ministry sells petrol to
private stations for 2,350 kyats
(about US$2.35) per gallon and
all private stations are required to
resell to end-users at the fixed
price of 2,500 kyats (about
US$2.5) per gallon and 2,900
kyats (about US$2.9) per gallon
for diesel. The limitation, however,
is only to last two months, after
which the price wil l  be
deregulated, allowing private
stations to sell fuel at variable
prices.

“They [stations] record all
transactions in their databases. If
a customer tries to buy [fuel] two
times within a day, they wi ll not
sell,” a priv ate petrol station
customer in Rangoon said.

According to the CIA’s World
Factbook, as of January 2008
Burma consumes 43,140 barrels
of oil per day and produces 21,900
barrels per day. It estimates that
Burma has more than 50 million
barrels of petrol stored for
emergency use.

Some 261 of the 271 petrol
stations across the country have
been privatized, with most in the
hands of close business associates
of the junta.

On January 23rd, a fuel

businessmen’s association was
formed with 138 members. Its
Chairman is Tay Za and Vice-
Chairman Aung Thet Mann, a son
of General Thura Shwe Mann, the
third-highest-ranking member of
the State Peace and Development
Council, the ruling junta’s official
title.

Since the dictatorship of Ne
Win commenced 48 years ago,
the government has controlled
fuel import and distribution and
people can only buy fuel within
limited quotas.

Burma watchers have also
said that the junta may be
imposing further controls on the
fuel market to avoid the kind of
inflation seen as the main cause
of widespread protests in 2007.

In August of that y ear, the
ruling junta failed to announce
its decision to remove fuel
subsidies, which caused the price
of diesel and petrol to rise
suddenly by as much as 66
percent and the pr ice of
compressed natural gas for
buses to increase fivefold in less
than a week, leaving many
people out of pocket or stranded,
as they refused to pay
consequent increased bus fares.

Chiang Mai – Publishers in
Burma have expressed concern
over the formation of new
censorship teams under the
junta’s tough media watchdog,
fearing even further difficulties
for their publications under a
regime already infamous for its
stranglehold on the press.

The media is concerned
over potential publishing delays
after system changes at the
Press Scrutiny and Registration
Division (censor board) under the
Ministry of Information.
Previously, five teams comprising
three members each censored
publications, but a single 12-
member team was established
in the end of June, prompting
publishers to worry about the
team’s ability to finish their work
as quickly.

“We are worrying about
timely completion of their
censorship work as they [team
members] have to scrutinize
more than 20 journals,” a
Rangoon-based weekly journal
editor said. “We are concerned
over delays in our publications
and possibly more complications
in the pr ocess.”

The current board director
is Major Tint Swe, with Lieutenant
Colonel Myo Myint Maung joining
him earlier this year.

However, Tint Swe will soon
be promoted to deputy director
general of a department under
the Information Ministry, and Myo
Myint Maung will assume the
directorship.

The latter has already been
working in news censorship,
tightening rules on political
reports. Journals used to be able
to submit supplementary news or
breaking news a day later when
the office was under the control
of Tint Swe. Myo Myint Maung
has changed this system,
however, and ordered that
journals submit work during

office hours, the editor of
another journal said.

“According to this new
system, we have to complete
our draft copies on time and
early. Previously we were
exempted from their rules and
had an understanding with
them,” he told Mizzima. “Now we
cannot do this. We must present
our draft copies before 3 p.m.
while their censorship workshop
is in progress. We cannot submit
breaking news we get in the
evening.”

The censor board consists
of one director, two addi tional
directors, two assistant directors
and four officers.

Media outlets can publish
only after the censorship team
has read their draft copies,
forwarded them to higher
authorities and obtained final
approval from the director. Draft
copies must be submitted three
days in advance. The board
takes two days to read them and
printing takes another two days,
which means it takes a week to
publish journals.

“They [the board] have
tightened the rules on political
news, political education articles
and opinions,” a journal edi tor
remarked. “They do not give
approval on political party
movements and their election
campaigns. We must submit
political news in our first draft
copy. They do not accept
submitting it in supplementary
copies.”

Journals must submit draft
copies in two parts. Previously,
they first had to submit news
copies and then three more pages
on A4 paper as a second draft.
However, the of fice has reduced
the number of A4 papers to two,
a journal editor said. Moreover,
additional political news cannot be
included in these two pages, Myo
Myint Maung reportedly told a
journal editor on June 29th.

Publishers fear delays with
new censor board

Phanida


