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Nine
people were
kil led and
over 60
injured in
Rangoon when
Burma’s water
f e s t i v a l ,
ushering in
the Burmese New Year,
was disrupted by a series of blasts
on Thursday, April 15th.

News agencies init ially
reported at least three bombs
exploded in quick succession in
Mingalar Taungnyunt Township
around 3 p.m. Quoting police
sources, at least ten people were
killed with scores others injured.

The explosions occurred
near the crowded Kandawgyi
Lake area, packed with New
Year’s revelers enjoying Burma’s

f o u r - d a y
water festival
from April 13th
to 16th.

A regional
commander of the Burmese Army
was critically injured in one of the
explosions at the X2O pavilion
along Kandawgyi Lake.

The explosions also killed a
Police Colonel and a Sub-
I nspector, wi th the Mingala
Taungnyunt Township Peace and
Development Council Chairman
critically injured.

The explosions occurred in
quick succession at the X2O
pavilion as Rangoon Division No. 4

Military
Region Commander
Colonel Ohn Cho was
inspecting the pavilion as part of
his monitoring of water festival
centers. Shrapnel from the
second bomb hit him in the
abdomen. He was later admitted
to the Mingaladon Mil i tary
Hospital.

“A lot of people were injured
in the blasts including Sub-
Inspector of Police Maung Maung
Han and Mingala Taugnyung
Township Peace and Development
Council (TPDC) Chairman Kyaw
Nyein. Around 63 persons were
admitted to RGH (Rangoon

General
Hospital),” a dut y officer

at the Rangoon Police Force
Chief’s office said.

“When I heard three loud
explosions at about 3 p.m. I was
near Yuzana Plaza. First I thought
it was car tires that had burst, but
later realized that i t  was
something else. I called my
friends at the water festival at the
Theinbyu ground and they said
bombs had exploded. When I
heard three loud explosions at

Violent attacks cast  dark shadow upon
Burmese New Year

Chiang Mai – The National
League for Democracy (NLD) on
April 6th apologized to the
country for thus far failing to
achieve national reconciliation

during the past 20 years.
“Our zealous efforts to

achieve democracy and national
reconciliation in the country …
[have been] in vain … due to

NLD apologizes to
supporters, vows to press on

PM and cabinet continued on page 3

Chiang Mai –  Twenty-two of
the junta’s cabinet ministers,
including Prime Minister Thein
Sein, resigned from their military
posts in the final week of April, in

Ko Wild

PM and cabinet ministers
resign from military posts

what is seen by observers as
paving the way for them to join a
new “civilian” government.

Sources close to authorities
told Mizzima that the list included
Agriculture and Irrigation Minister
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High-ranking NLD member may
opt to run solo

 Khin Maung Swe, spokesman of detained
pro-democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi's

National League for Democracy party, talks to
journalists after meeting with U.S officials.

New Delhi – Fissures within the
National League for Democracy (NLD) have
deepened over the re-registration issue,
with party Central Executive Committee
(CEC) member Khin Maung Swe leaning
towards going it alone after the May 6th
deadline for registration lapses, following
which the NLD will cease to exist as a
political entity.

Khin Maung Swe is among a few NLD
leaders likely to form a party or contest as
independents. However, analysts believe
he is averse to being labeled disloyal to
the party, as he has let it be known he wi ll
continue to be loyal to NLD founder Aung
San Suu Kyi and the party until the
deadline.

The main opposition party has chosen
against re-registration with the Election
Commission after deciding against
contesting the polls. It argued its decision

Chiang Mai – Prime Minister Thein
Sein and 26 other ministers, all recently
retired military officers, at the close of April
submitted applications for registration into
the Union Solidarity and Development
Association (USDA) party with the Election
Commission.

The USDA was originally established
as a nationalist social group by the military
regime. A USDA leader refused to disclose
the names of the 27 people listed on the
application when contacted by Mizzima, but
said they were former Central Executive
Committee members from the group’s
former incarnation.

He also said that the party would stand
for election in all three legislative bodies.

A source close to Naypyitaw, Burma’s
administrative capital, said Thein Sein
himself was surprised to be reinstated as
top leader of the USDA, as he was widely
known as wanting to resign from the post.

“They feel secure only in their
uniforms, but all of these developments
were arranged [ordered] by Senior General
Than Shwe himself,” he added.

Twenty-two active high-ranking officers,
including the prime minister, resigned from
their military posts on April 26th.

Kyaw Kha

PM, now a retired general, leads
USDA party

A source close to the issue told
Mizzima that out of the list of 22 persons,
the prime minister and some other
ministers were included in the list of
applicants mentioned in the party’s
registration form.

Opposition groups and critics say the
junta is using the polls to ensure a
favorable outcome in the election and
maintain a tight grip on power . According
to the 2008 Constitution, 25 percent of
seats in each national legislature as well
as the States and Regions Parliament are
reserved for military personnel without
needing to run for office.

However, if officers who formally resign
from their military posts successfully
contest the elections as civilians, they will
not be counted among the 25 percent of
reserved seats, thus enabling military or
junta-friendly candidates a better chance
of controlling each house, critics contend.

It is anticipated that more ministers
and officers will resign from their military
posts in the near future.

According to party sources, the USDA
is trying to boost numbers until they can
fulfill their target enrollment of 20 million.

     (Additional reporting by Sein Win)

Prime Minister Thein Sein (circled), recently resigned from his military title, at the
inauguration of a cement f actor in Thazi Township, Mandalay Division. New Delhi – Democracy icon Aung

San Suu Kyi is pleased that her party, the
National League for Democracy (NLD),
decided not to register with the Election
Commission.

Aung San Suu Kyi conveyed her
thoughts to her lawyers on April 7th when
they went to her residence to discuss the
special appeal case against the court
verdict on her house arrest.

“Daw Suu conveyed to her party that
she was glad about her party’s decision
on March 29th not to r egister, without any
dissent, at the meeting. She also agreed
with the ‘Appeal to People’ statement
issued yesterday [April 6th]. She asked all
party members to stand together united
and firmly,” lawyer Nyan Win, who met her,
reiterated to Mizzima.

About 100 central committee
members and party Central Executive
Committee members assembled at the
party headquarters in Rangoon on March
29th to discuss the party’s registration.

The verdict was in keeping with the

Nobel Peace Laureate’s wishes, which she
had made clear in a statement issued
beforehand.

In the ‘Appeal to People’ statement,
the NLD apologized to the country for its
failure in ushering in democracy and
national reconciliation in the past 20 years.
The party pledged not to abandon its
democratic struggle and to non-violently
continue the fight under the leadership of
Aung San Suu Kyi.

Lawyers Nyan Win and Kyi Win met
her in early April and discussed her appeal
case.

“We gave five reasons for the appeal
case and discussed it. Daw Aung San Suu
Kyi agreed with all of them. But we
discussed more acutely on two other
points, two rulings which we believe are
more important. She asked us to bring the
copies of the rulings,” lawyer Nyan Win
extrapolated.

“We told her that we must apply to
the Yangon City Development Committee
(YCDC) when we get the copy of the court
order. She instructed us to continue wi th
the process,” clarified Nyan Win.

Suu Kyi happy with NLD’s decision
not to re-register

Myint Maung

NLD Vice-Chairman Tin Oo and Spokesperson Nyan Win address reporters following
the party's decision not to re-register with the electoral commission.

was based on its view that the electoral
laws are “unjust and unf air”.  Khin Maung
Swe was among the few who disagreed
with the party on the issue.

However, he said, “I shal l do nothing
until the last date for registration, which is
May 6th, in keeping with my loyalty to both
the NLD and Daw Aung San Suu Kyi.”

May 6th is the last date for registration
with the Election Commission in
accordance with this year’s Political Parties
Registration Law. Soon after Khin Maung
Swe was publicly critical of the NLD over
its decision not to run, a rumor spread that
he would join the r ace anyway, which he
has since denied.

“It’s not true that I will contest the
elections. I have not yet decided to contest
as an individual. It is just speculation by
some people. I have no intention to do
anything for the time being for I am in a
wait-and-see mode,” the NLD Information
Department and CEC member told Mizzima.

If political parties that won in the 1990
general elections, like the NLD, do not re-
register with the commission, their legal
status will automatically be void as of May
6th.Fellow CEC member Dr. Than Nyein,
Rangoon Division Vice-Chairman, who
nurses a similar opinion on re-registration
to that of Khin Maung Swe, also said he
will continue to be loyal to the NLD until
the registration cut-off date.

“We are members of the NLD as long as
the NLD exists. We have not yet taken any
decision on electoral issues,” he said.

Both Khin Maung Swe and Dr. Than Nyein
declined to specify to Mizzima what their plans
are following the May 6th deadline.

Chiang Mai – National League for
Democracy (NLD) Members of Parliament
elect on April 29th filed a lawsuit with
Burma’s Supreme Court seeking a writ
against dissolution of the party and to
declare that 1990 elected Members of
Parliament can still legally maintain their
positions, according to party leaders.

The NLD move is designed to head off
its dissolution under the junta’s new
political party registration law, which
required parties to re-register by May 6th
or be dissolved as legal entities, a party
spokesman said.

The law also rendered invalid the
positions of Members of Parliament elected
in the 1990 election. The perceived
injustice forced the NLD to seek a court
order to declare the MPs’ right to exist, he
explained.

Lawyers Kyin Win, Khin Htay Kywe
and Kyaw Ho visited the court to file the
suit at 11 a.m. on April 29th.

The leaders were responding to party
general secretary Aung San Suu Kyi’s
urging of members to continue pursuing

legal actions against the junta. Twenty-six
Members of Parliament elected in the 1990
election, including party chairman Aung
Shwe, were listed as plaintiffs in the filing,
the spokesman said.

Sanchaung Township MP Khin Maung
Swe and Kyauktan Township MP Dr. Than
Nyein, who pushed for the party to re-
register with the Election Commission
against majority opinion, joined them.

Although the NLD won 392 of 485 seats
in the election 20 years ago, the junta has
refused to transfer power to the part y.

Observers predict the action will
almost certainly be ineffective as Burmese
court decisions are almost ways in step
with the junta’s wishes.

Opposition spokesperson Nyan Win
furthered, “All I w ant to say is that we wi ll
take every legal action against injustice.”

The NLD has decided against re-
registering with the Election Commission
because of the junta’s exclusionary
electoral laws. Just four of ten parties
remaining from the 1990 election have
applied to re-register with the regime’s
electoral watchdog.

Phanida

MPs fight for right to exist in top
court
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Bangkok –  Preparations for Burma’s
first elections in 20 years are about to get
underway in earnest now that Buddhist
New Year festivities are over. At least 20
parties who plan to contest the
forthcoming polls have already registered,
even though the polling date remains a
secret. More are expected to file with the
Election Commission in the next few
weeks.

The junta is keen to make the electoral
process internationally credible, after the
main opposition party, the National League
for Democracy (NLD) decided to boycott
the polls because they fear they will
neither be f ree nor fair. So top mi litary
man and junta leader, Senior General Than
Shwe, plans a mass amnesty of political
prisoners, including some high-profile
activists, according to a senior military
source.

But the bomb blasts during the
Thingyan (New Year) celebrations, which
left 10 dead and 170 injured may have
put a spanner in the works – at least
temporarily. Plans to announce the
formation of a mil i tary caretaker
government and the release of hundreds
of activists may now be on hold.

“Security issues are a constant pre-
occupation of the top gener als,” Burmese
political scientist Win Min, a visiting lecturer
at Chiang Mai University, said. “So nothing
is likely to be done until they are sure that
this was an isolated incident – and not the
start of a concerted campaign.”

General Than Shwe is increasingly
paranoid, and since the monks’ uprising
in 2007 never sleeps in the same
residence two nights running, according
to sources close to his family. I n 2002,
during the alleged plot to overthrow the
government by the family of Ne Win, the
top three generals at the time – Than
Shwe, Maung Aye and Khin Nyunt – all
slept for more than a week in the War
Office because they feared they were the
target of a foreign assassin, a mercenary
hired by Ne Win’s son-in-law, a Burmese
intelligence officer told Mizzima at the
time.

“While the bomb blasts reveal
simmering tensions, they are extremely
unlikely to alter the regime’s resolve to
push ahead with the elections,” Richard
Horsey, a Burma analyst, f ormer
International Labor Organization
representative in Rangoon and author of
several recent reports on the forthcoming
elections, told Mizzima.

But many diplomats and analysts also
believe that until those behind the bombs
are revealed it is difficult to determine what
impact if any the blasts will have on the
elections.

Dr. Maung Zarni, a Burmese academic
and senior visiting fellow at Chulalongkorn
University’s Institute of Security and
International Studies, said: “Than Shwe
himself maybe looking for an excuse to
put i t  off – so that the election
postponement could allow him the
freedom to go after the KIO and the UWSA
if they continue to resist the government’s
demand to disarm and join the newly
formed Border Guard Force,” referring to
the Kachin Independence Organization and
the United Wa State Army.

“The bomb a few days later in Kachin
State would seem to give this view greater
credibility,” he told Mizzima.

Nevertheless, preparations for the
polls are underway again, with new
political parties seeking registration. Most

of them are new organizations, with only
three of the ten registered parties that
partook in the elections in 1990, which the
NLD won convincingly, prepared to stand
candidates again this time round.

But many in Burma’s commercial center
of Rangoon remain skeptical and unmoved
by the whole process. “Why should we
care, nothing wi ll change,” an elderly taxi
driver said.

“Burma is unique,” 28-year-old teacher
Maung Maung Thein said. “We’ll have a
president, but a president with no power,”
he laughed.

The bomb blasts may have interrupted
the junta’s schedule though. There maybe
a delay in naming the interim
administration, which had been slatted to
be in place early next month to run the
country until the polls and then make sure
there is a smooth handover to the newly
elected civilian government.

There will only be 17 ministers in the
new “caretaker military government”,
according to Burmese military sources.
Some existing ministers may stay in place,
but most of them will retire or enter politics.
The current Prime Minister, Lieutenant
General Thein Sein, who is expected to
retire, recently told several close confidants
that he had to move out of his government
residence in the capital Naypyitaw
immediately after Thingyan. Other
ministers, including the powerful industries
minister, Aung Thaung, have already
moved into palatial homes around the
capital, or are in the process of having them
built.

At least a dozen ministers, including
Information Minister Brigadier General Kyaw
Hsan, Interior Minister Major General
Maung Oo and Agriculture and Irrigation
Minister Major General Htay Oo, will resign
to take up political careers. The fifth-top
general and head of military intelligence,
Lieutenant General Myint Swe, is believed
destined to become the new Prime Minister
in the interim administration, though Than
Shwe may reconsider this as he was put in
charge of the failed investigations into the
previous explosions in May 2005, which
killed more than 20 people and left more
than 200 others injured.

“Many major generals and colonels
have been brought to the capital for training

in the past month,” Win Min told Mizzima.
“Some of these will take over the ministries
in the interim cabinet and others will
become politicians.”

Twenty-five per cent of the seats in
the new bicameral parliament are
reserved for serving soldiers, so some 200
officers wil l  become national
parliamentarians. More than 1,000
soldiers are enrolled in a school being run
by military chief General Thura Shwe Man.
“They are being taught about
parliamentary procedures and civilian
matters in readiness for their new role as
politicians,” Win Min explained.

Most of these people are unhappy at
being seconded from the army, a western
researcher who has interviewed several
retired officers told Mizzima, declining to
be identified in case authorities stopped
his work. After five years – the duration of
the parliamentary term – these soldiers
would expect to return to the ranks, but
fear that they will have missed out on
several promotions as a result.

In the national parliament, these
military representatives will be colonels or
above – all of them graduates of
prestigious officers’ schools. “I did not do
my officer training to enter pol itics,” said
one colonel confidentially. “I studied so I
could become a general some day.”

The parties who have already
submitted the necessary registration
papers to the newly appointed Election
Commission are waiting for their approval
before openly preparing for the elections
or campaigning. But they are already
working behind the scenes to get ready
for the elections.

One of the United Democratic Party
leaders, U Thu Wai, said his party already
has selected more than 100 people to
contest the constituencies once the
candidate registration is open. The
National Union Party (NUP), which ran in
the previous elections and won only 10
seats but secured more than 20 percent
of the vote, has already chosen their
candidates for this election. The NUP
leaders told UN special human rights envoy
Tomas Ojea Quintana on his visit to Burma
in February that they had selected all their
candidates and were already planning
election strategy.

The main pro-junta party is yet to be
formed, though it is well known that the
mass pro-government community
organization, the Union Solidarity and
Development Organization (USDA),
created by Than Shwe more than 15 years
ago, will be the military’s main vehicle in
the elections. Its leader, the agriculture
minister who is a close confidant of the
senior general, has repeatedly told visiting
diplomats that he would soon be a
politician. In fact he is being tipped by many
to become the next Prime Minister in the
post-poll “civilianized” government.

The USDA’s logo is a lion, and many
observers believe that the future potential
party is trying to use this emblem as its
political symbol and avoid trying to invent
a name for as long a possible.

Of course the party that convincingly
won the 1990 elections but was never
allowed to form a government – the
National League for Democracy (NLD), led
by the charismatic pro-democracy icon and
Nobel Peace laureate Aung San Suu Kyi –
has refused to register because it would
mean ditching their f ounder and leader.

Under the parties registration law
anyone who is serving a prison sentence
cannot be a member of a pol itical party,
which would mean expelling Ms Suu Kyi,
who is serving a prison sentence under
house arrest. She has spent more than 14
of the past 21 years in detention. She was
also prevented from contesting the 1990
elections because she was under house
arrest.

For many activists and the international
community this effectively makes sure the
election process is neither credible nor
inclusive. This is in fact what Than Shwe
wanted all along, according to observers.

“The main aim of the junta’s election
laws is clearly to emasculate the NLD and
prevent their leader Daw Aung San Suu
Kyi from taking any part in the forthcoming
electoral process,” British Burma expert and
biographer of the pro-democracy icon,
Justin Wintle, said.

Undaunted, Than Shwe at least
originally hoped to maintain the advantage
by releasing hundreds of political prisoners
next month. A list of those to be granted
amnesty has been drawn, according to
sources in Naypyitaw, and has already
been submitted to the senior general to
vet and approve.

It includes many political prisoners
from different groups. While some NLD
activists are amongst them, the vast
majority are ethnic rebels, members of the
88 Generation group and former military
intelligence officers from the time of ousted
Prime Minister and spy boss, Khin Nyunt.

Than Shwe hopes that some of these
prisoners, especially the 88 Generation
student leaders and social figures such as
the famous comedian Zarganar, will decide
to take part in the elections. But in the light
of the NLD’s recent decision, it is by no
means certain that they will choose this
option. Than Shwe though, at the very
least, hopes to show he is trying to make
the process inclusive and credible and that
it is the NLD that is hell-bent on disrupting
the polls.

But as a Burmese writer and political
analyst recently told Mizzima, the Burmese
people are not that gullible. “The people
will punish the government,” he said on
condition of anonymity, as his comments
would certainly land him in jail. “The
payback will certainly come at the
elections.”

Burma’s election campaigning begins in earnest

NLD Central Executive Committee Member Win Tin leaves a meeting following the
National League for Democracy's decision not to re-register with the Electoral Com-

mission for the 2010 general elections.

Larry Jagan

Major General Htay Oo (General
Secretary of the Union Solidarity and
Development Association – USDA); Rail
Transport Minister Major General Aung
Min; Commerce Minister Brigadier General
Tin Naing Thein; No. 1 Electrical Power
Minister Colonel Zaw Min; No.2, Major
General Khin Maung Myint; and Deputy Home
Minister Brigadier General Phone Swe.

Though the junta failed to officially

announce the resignations, today’s issues
of state-run papers first referred to the
prime minister as U Thein Sein, omitting
his former military rank of general.  “U” is
the equivalent of “Mr.” in Burmese.

Opposition activists and political
observers see the resignations as a sign
the ministers are set to run in upcoming
elections and sit in the new “civilian
government”. They predicted that the
ministers would soon start openly

PM and cabinet continued from page 1 campaigning.
A military source said that another

batch of officers and deputy ministers
would also soon resign from their military
posts.

Opposition groups and critics argue
the junta is using the polls to ensure a
favorable outcome in the polls and
maintain a tight grip on power . As per the
2008 constitution, 25 percent of seats are
reserved for military personnel in all

legislatures, namely the People’s
Parliament (lower house), the National
Parliament (upper house), and the States
and Regions Parliament (state assembly).

The act of resigning from military posts
means they will not be included in the 25
per cent quota.

The as yet undated polls will be the
first since 1990, which were decisively won
by the National League for Democracy led
by Aung San Suu Kyi.
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Hanoi –  Southeast Asian leaders have
urged Burma’s military regime to hold
“inclusive”elections that will lead to genuine
national reconciliation amid growing
international controversy over the junta’s
planned polls later this year.

The main opposition party, the National
League for Democracy (NLD), has vowed
to boycott the vote, which they have
denounced as designed to keep the junta
in power, whi le paying lip service to the
notion of introducing an elected civilian
government.

In the chairman’s statement at the end
of the annual summit of the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), he
called on Burma to stick to its “road map
to democracy” and hold free, fair and
inclusive elections.

“We underscored the importance of
national reconciliation in Myanmar [Burma]
and the holding of the general election in
a free, fair and inclusive manner, thus
contributing to Myanmar’s stability and
development,” the statement said.

Vietnamese Prime Minister Nguyen
Tan Dung, whose country holds the current
ASEAN chairmanship, said at the final
press conference: “The elections should
be free and democratic with the
participation of all parties involved. This
would stabilize the country, creating a base
for economic development.”

This arguably represents the mildest
ASEAN statement for nearly a decade,
avoiding mentioning the NLD or Aung San
Suu Kyi. With the political problems
engulfing the Thai Prime Minister, Abhisit
Vejjajiva, which prevented him at tending
the summit, overshadowing the
proceedings, Burma was let off relatively
unscathed.

The Vietnamese though were at pains
to make sure the reference to Burma was
as mild as possible, according to Asian
diplomats at the summit. Vietnam, as the
chair, controls the statement, though i t has
to be agreed to by all member countries
before it is formally adopted.

“Vietnam is not interested in the
politics, they simply see Burma as an
investment opportuni ty,” a Vietnamese
journalist who knows the party leadership
well told Mizzima, declining to be identified
for fear of getting into trouble.

A sign of this new relationship is the
newly opened direct air link between Hanoi
and Rangoon. It may also not been a

coincidence that Nguyen visited Burma
shortly before the summit opened. Hanoi
is also keen to woo Burma away from the
Chinese, and have reportedly been advising
them strongly behind the scenes to engage
Washington. Nonetheless, there are some
signs that the regional leaders may be
getting tired of the regime’s lack of
transparency and unwillingness to open.

“All we were told by the Burmese
Prime Minister [General] Thein Sein was
that ther e would be elections this year, the
five laws controlling the process have been
published, and the political parties are now
registering,” ASEAN Secretary-General
Surin Pitsuwan told Mizzima.

When the Election Commisison has
completed the preparations, it will
announce the date, Surin said. “We were
given no other detai ls.”

However he declined to say whether
ASEAN leaders had given the junta’s two
representatives a hard time, or even
questioned their position.

The ASEAN head was obviously
frustrated, but would not be drawn. “On
the Myanmar [Burma] issue, we just have
to have patience,” he mused.

But some Asian countries have not
given up hope of influencing the junta
before the election.

Indonesian Foreign Minister Marty
Natalegawa told Mizzima it was important
for Burma to make the transition to
democracy. “We want very much to see
an election that is going to obtain
international recognition and credibility.”

Indonesia has also offered its help and
experience, he added.

But ASEAN is well aware that they
actually have very little influence on the
regime. “We are not in a position to punish
Myanmar [Burma],” Singaporean Foreign
Minister George Yeo told journal ists at the
summit. “If China and India remain
engaged with Myanmar [Burma], then we
have to.”

But that aside, several ASEAN members
– especially Indonesia, Singapore and
Thailand – are continuing to remind the junta
of the promises they have made to hold an
internationally acceptable election.

“The coming months will be critical
months for Myanmar [Burma],” Yeo said,
adding, “In the end, what happens in
Myanmar [Burma] is for the Myanmar
[Burmese] people to decide. We are
outsiders … we hope that they would make
progress quickly.”

ASEAN leaders soft on most unruly
member

Larry Jagan

Chiang Mai –  On the eve of the ASEAN
summit in Vietnam, there was a strident
demand from over 100 ASEAN Members of
Parliament to expel Burma from ASEAN and
impose sanctions because the junta has
clearly ignored the plea to conduct free and
fair elections with the announcement of its
harsh electoral laws.

“ASEAN leaders due to attend the
summit in Hanoi, Vietnam, should make a
forceful demand to the junta to make the
forthcoming elections in Burma free and
fair,” contested the MPs.

About 105 MPs from Indonesia,
Malaysia, Philippines, Cambodia and
Singapore sent the statement to the ASEAN
Inter-Parliamentary Myanmar Caucus
(AIPMC). The statement lambasted the
junta’s harsh and convoluted electoral laws,
which bar Aung San Suu Kyi and other
political prisoners from participating in the
elections.

The National League for Democracy,
Burma’s main opposition party has decided
not to re-register the party with the Election
Commission. If the party wanted to contest
the election, it had to expel members in
detention, including party leader Aung San
Suu Kyi. Party members who took the
decision not to re-register were not in favor
of taking the drastic step of expelling the
democracy icon.

“With the one-sided electoral laws,
clearly aimed at preventing opposition
parties and candidates from contesting the
elections, the regime has forfeited its best
opportunity to show its willingness to

engage in an inclusive process of national
reconciliation and the establishment of a
lawful and democratic government for the
Union of Myanmar [Burma],” r ead the
statement.

“The junta has ignored ASEAN’s
demands, so, ASEAN should consider a
more effective strategy. ASEAN should
impose tight targeted sanctions on
Burma,” the MPs added.

The statement also said that Burma
has consistently ignored the policies in the
new ASEAN Charter, so ASEAN members
should consider expelling Burma from
ASEAN.

ASEAN has regularly abstained to take
action on Burma because of its policy of
non-interference.

However, some ASEAN members have
independently criticized the junta’s
electoral laws and called for the release
of Aung San Suu Kyi.

ASEAN MPs push to expel Burma

Chiang Mai –  Thailand is ranked first
among national investors into Burma
covering a ten year period up to 2008,
according to a report posted on the Thai
News Agency website on April 23rd.

The statist ics f ind Thailand’s
investment, predominantly in the energy
sector, places it ahead of countries such as
Singapore and the United Kingdom.

Wassana Mututanond, an advisor to
Thailand’s Board of Investment (BoI), said
Thailand has invested US $7.41 billion in
Burma between 1988 and last year, making
it the top investor in Burma in terms of
investment value.

The greatest proportion of investment
in Burma by Thailand has been in the
energy sector, representing a staggering
81.7 percent of total investment. The
manufacturing sector, meanwhile, accounts
for 8.33 percent and hotels and tourism
another 3.1 percent.

“Industries that give Thai investors
opportunities to invest in Myanmar [Burma]
include agriculture, processed foods,
leather, precious stones and mining, and
tourism,” she added.

Thailand top Burmese investor

Thailand has major natural-gas
development deals with Burma in the
Andaman Sea in addition to hydroelectric
dam projects.

Human rights groups have long urged
the Thai government to delay its mega-
dam projects in Burma and to play a
stronger role within ASEAN in compelling
the Burmese junta to move towards
respect for democracy and human rights.

Samart Loifa, Governor of Tak
Province, told a trading conference on April
20th that the province had plans to
develop a route from Mae Sot (on the
Burma border), through Myawaddy (a
Burmese border town) and Moulmein to
Rangoon, which he claimed would benefit
manufacturing investment, agricultural
business and tourism.

Trading at the Mae Sot-Myawaddy
border crossing has risen 49 percent
compared with the same period last year,
according to Mae Sot customs office
director Pimkarn Lorsiripaibooon.

She added that in the first four
months of the fiscal year, total tr ade across
at the border point was estimated at more
than 10 billion baht (US $300 million).

ASEAN Secretary-General Surin Pitsuwan

Vietnamese Prime Minister Nguyen Tan
Dung at the opening ceremony of the

16th ASEAN Summit

Usa Pichai
Thai-Burmese border at Myawaddy.

Bomb scare continued from page 12

crowded places. Another possible factor
is the high daytime temperature, which
forces people to stay at home,” said a
marketing manager with a prominent
computer retailer in attendance.

Most visitors are interested only in
product promotions, which are “half-
entertainment” by models and dance
troupes, furthered the manager.

Only a few DVD players, televisions,
electronic products, cosmetic items and
low-priced household goods were sold on
opening day, claimed another exhibitor.

A woman selling food in front of the
exhibition hall said, “I hired this space for
my restaurant at the price of 250,000
kyats (US $250) for the four days. I earned
only about 30,000 kyats [by end of
trading].”
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Bangkok –  International pressure is
mounting on multinational oil and gas
companies operating in Burma to reveal
how much they have paid to the junta over
the last 18 years, campaigners say.

Matthew Smith, a campaigner for
EarthRights International, which is leading
a new campaign to make the oil
companies that operate in Burma more
transparent, told Mizzima: “These
companies should open their books to
public scrutiny.”

“Burma is lacking in freedom of
information,” he said. “As a result of
several complex factors, including billions
of dollars in gas revenues, the Burmese
regime has remained largely immune to
democratic pressures from governments
and the people of Burma. Transparency
frustrates that phenomenon.”

“Everyone would benefit from their
[the junta’s] greater transparency and
accountability,” Smith said, clarifying that
by “everyone” he meant the companies
themselves, investors and capital
providers and the people of Burma.

The French company, Total, US-based
Chevron and Thailand’s PTTEP company
are all working with the Burmese
government to develop the Yadana gas
field in the Andaman Sea, eastern Burma,
and the pipeline that connects the project
to Thailand.

They are being urged to set an
example for all international oil and gas
companies operating inside the country
and reveal how much they have paid the
regime in taxes, royalties, fees and
benefits since they started the project in
1992.

“This could provide a model for the
future and help set international standards
and practises for the country’s lucrative
oil and gas industry,” Naing Htoo, also of
EarthRights, told the press conference for
the campaign’s launch in Bangkok.

All the companies involved in this
sector are foreign owned but co-operate
with the Burmese government and local
companies. Burma’s oil and gas industry
creates more than 60 per cent of the
country’s national income – estimated to
be more than US$3 billion a year. The
junta is taking most of this, the
campaigners say.

Through currency-exchange
manipulation and fraudulent activities –
less than one percent of this ends up used
on education, health and social provisions.
Since the Yadana project started
producing gas in 2000, until 2008, it has
generated more than US$7 billion, of
which nearly US$5 billion went to the
junta. Most of that share has ended up in
secret accounts at two banks in Singapore,
according to Smith.

This kind of secrecy also contributes
to repression. There is massive
militarization and excessive human rights
abuses in the areas where there are oil
and gas projects, according to Wong Aung
of the Shwe Gas Movement, which
monitors developments in Burma. “Land
confiscation and forced labour are routine
in these areas,” he said.

In the past month, more than a
thousand villagers in the country’s west
near the new Chinese pipeline project
have been forced to sign away their land
without compensation – leaving them
destitute and hungry with no prospect of
planting their normal rice crop in the
coming season, according to the Shwe
group.

“In too many countries, dictators use
the country’s natural-resource wealth to
keep themselves in power,” Professor
Michael Ross, a political scientist at the
University of California, Los Angeles, in

the United States, said. “Revenue secrecy
makes that possible – revenue
transparency can help to change that.”

The campaign is supported by 160
non-government organizations, labor
unions, investment firms, scholars and
policymakers, including the former prime
minister of Norway Kjell Magne Bondevik
and the former president of Ireland and
former head of the UN Human Rights
Council, Mary Robinson.

Smith said two of the companies
involved in the Yadana project, Total and
Chevron, have supported revenue
transparency through the Extractive
Industries Transparency Initiative (EITI).
The World-Bank-endorsed EITI sets a
global standard for transparency in oil,
gas and mining, with the goal of making
natural resources benefit all. It is a
“coalition of governments, companies and
civil society” that sets a standard for
companies to publish what they pay and
for governments to disclose what they
receive.

Smith added that Chevron has
practiced revenue transparency in
Thailand, “so why not [in] Burma?”

Referring to private discussions that
Total, the operator of the Yadana project,
had had with some of its shareholders,
he said: “We’ve been in touch with
shareholders who have contacted Total
to discuss revenue transparency in
Burma, and they wer e told by Total that
the company was contractually restricted
from practicing transparency in Burma,
which is untrue.”

Both the government and the country
could only benefit from these sorts of
disclosures, argue campaigners.

“It’s fundamental information for
macroeconomic policymaking,” Dr. Sean
Turnell, an economist at Macquarie
University, Australia, told Mizzima. “It
would have an impact on taxation
planning, exchange-rate movements and
interest rates.”

Burma is routinely listed as the one
of the most corrupt countries in the world,
and greater scrutiny of oil and gas
earnings would improve governance and
lead to greater economic stability and
development in the long run, according
to the campaigners.

This kind of transparency would give
Burma a greater chance to avoid being
robbed blind by its leaders.

“The people of Burma have a right to
know the financial dealings surrounding the
country’s natural resources, including
payments made from foreign oil companies,”
said Htoo.

Activists claim this endeavor will
become even more important if the country
moves towards having a civilian government
after this year’s planned elections.

“Burma’s generals are kleptocrats, and
the international community should do all it
can to avoid aiding and abetting their
larceny,” Turnell said.

Pressure mounts on foreign energy
firms in Burma to come clean

Larry Jagan

Mae Sot –  The Thai army has
established “protection” areas close to the
Burmese border near Mae Sot, anticipating
a flood of refugees as Burma’s ruling
military junta prepares for elections this
year.

Some 10,000 Burmese are expected
to be driven across the Thai border by
Burmese Army troops.

As several ethnic minority armies
reject the junta’s demands to declare
themselves a Border Guard Force, thereby
transforming themselves into government-
led militias, fighting and fleeing is
anticipated.

Already Mon State residents are
clustering on the Burmese side of the
border, having made it across Karen State.
For the time being they are holed up in an
internally displaced persons camp known
as Halockhani.

The Thai Army has been monitoring a
major military build-up on the Burmese side
and has interpreted it as a massing of troops
for a major offensive. So convinced are the
Thais of the coming offensive that two areas
have been selected to shelter people
displaced by the fighting, one to Mae Sot’s
north, the other to the south.

The area in the south, Walay Sub-
district, in Phop Phra District, Tak Province,
is opposite a former Karen National
Liberation Army (KNLA) base, Wah Lay Kee,
lost to the Democratic Karen Buddhist Army
(DKBA) last year. The other is at Kokko, the
district slated for a new bridge across the
Moei River between Burma and Thailand.

Thai army readies refugee protection areas

Daniel Pedersen Walay backs onto the KNLA’s Sixth
Brigade region, while Kokko is opposite the
KNLA’s Seventh Brigade.

This time, the Thai Army has made it
clear there will be no permanent structures
established to shelter people and those
fleeing fighting will be expected to return
home. Lessons have been learned from last
year’s DKBA offensive to Mae Sot’s north,
when thousands of people landed on the
Thai side in nebulous clusters spread
across hundreds of miles. As many as 6,000
people arrived in Thailand over a short
period and several significant KNLA base
camps were lost to the DKBA.

At that time – in June, July and August
– Thai authorities initially agreed with NGOs
operating out of Mae Sot that an entirely
new camp might have to be built because
of the huge numbers of people fleeing
fighting. But while a few potential sites
were surveyed, a new camp was never
allowed because of security threats posed
by either DKBA or Burmese Army troops.

The new rules put in place by the Thais
will certainly eliminate any attraction to the
temporary camps. No water tanks or new
toilets will be allowed.

People fleeing fighting more than 60
miles from the border will not be allowed
to cross into Thailand and access to the two
refugee zones will be extremely limited, with
Thai soldiers having the final say about who
may cross the border for temporary security.

Anyone thought to have links to the KNU
or the DKBA is banned from crossing, and
no new arrivals will be permitted access to
existing refugee camps in Thailand.

A Thai border patrol officer scans the scene at the Friendship Bridge near Mae Sot,
Thailand.

Violent attacks  continued from page 1

about 3 p.m. I w as near Yuzana Plaza. First I
thought it was car tires that had burst, but later
realized that it was something else. I called
my friends at the water festival at the Theinbyu
ground and they said bombs had exploded.
When I reached there, the area was cordoned
off by police. There was chaos everywhere
with people running and wailing. Parents of
revelers at the pavilion were crying,” recalled
a person who reached the bomb blast site
within 15 minutes of the devastation.

The junta has said eight people were killed
and about 170 people were injured in the serial
blasts, but some police sources said that the
death toll is mounting.

Among the 44 injured still being treated
in the Rangoon General Hospital, 20 are said
to be in critical condition.

Two days after the bomb blasts, Zeya,
son of writer Linyone (Eagle) Maung Maung,
and his son Sithu Zeya, were picked up from
their homes for questioning, a person close to
the family said.

“The father son duo was taken away from
their homes in the evening of the Burmese
New Year. The team was made up of local
authorities and the Police Special Branch (SB)
who took them in for questioning. They did
not say why they were detained,” a family
member, who wished not to be named,
recounted.

The literary circle in Rangoon felt the
arrest was on suspicion of their taking
photographs of the blast site.

The perpetrators of the bomb blasts
have not yet been identified, but police
initially said time bombs were planted at
the pavilion. However, a later authori ty
claimed grenades were responsible for the
carnage.

Police reportedly started making
arbitrary arrests of people near the blast
site, said a 20-year old youth from Mingala
Taungnyunt Township who fled f rom the
spot to evade arrest said.

“We ran from the spot. They seized
my camera,” he explained.

In some townships and ward level
Peace and Development Council offices,
authorities have announced a 1 million kyat
award for information leading to the arrest
of the perpetrators of the blasts.

Thus far unsubstantiated rumors
suggested the attackers may have been
targeting a favored grandson of junta
leader Senior General Than Shwe.

In the past, bomb blasts have typically
precipitated an accusatory war of words
between the junta and political opposition,
with the former claiming the political
opposition responsible and the latter
accusing the junta of self-manipulating the
chaos to lend further credence to the
heightened role of the mi litary.
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Two years after Cyclone Nargis devastated the I rrawaddy delta and killed at least
140,000 people, a Mizzima reporter interviewed survivors in Dedaye, on the Thandi
River, about 12 mi les (20km) f rom its mouth in the Gul f of Martaban.

Nargis, two years on
Lingering memories of turmoil and loss

Tun Shwe: “I don’ t know wh y I survived. Actually, I should be dead because I’m
too old. Nargis took my two sons and my daughter-in-law. Now, I live with my grandson
[12 years old] whose parents were among those who died. My grandson catches fish
and does occasional jobs for our survival. Today [May 3rd] is the second anniversary of
Cyclone Nargis. I miss my sons and daughter-in-law.”

Tin Oo: “I don’t like to talk about Nargis. I don’t want to remember it. That night our
house collapsed. So, we [including children] got on the boat tied to a pillar in front of
our house. A wave then hit the boat and the children fell overboard. It was chaos. I
didn’t know what had happened as I was struggling for my life. I lost three grandchildren
[two , thr ee and eight years old] and an aunt.”

Tin San: “When Nargis hit, I was fishing out at sea. I returned home because of
news of the storm feeling lucky that I had survived. But when I arrived everything was
gone and my family was traumatized. I am head of the family so I have to think about
our survival. Catching fish is all I know how to do . This year, we only made a l itt le
money and I’ve been wondering where all the fish have gone. To start the business
again, I had to sell our gold jewelry and borrow money for the required capital. I
needed to invest about 1,500,000 kyats (US $1,500) for an outboard motor, nets and
other tools. I’m struggl ing to get b y.”

Thi San: "Before Nargis, we [my family] ran a rice mill and I ran a tailor shop with
three sewing machines and the help of interns. Our home was a grocery store. On the
night the cyclone hit our region the wind was very strong. There was massive flooding
and roofs were blown away. The huge waves were very strong so we had to hug
coconut trees very tight ly. A wave struck my child and he was swept away. We found
his body two mornings later. Currently, I ha ve borrowed money from others and am
selling fritters.”

Cho Mar Lwin: “My son (10 years old), my daughter (two years old) and my
grandma (80 years old) passed away. We invited monks to preach the Buddhist sermons
last year and offered them and villagers mohingya [Burmese traditional fish and noodle
soup], dedicated to those who died in Nargis.  But this year we can afford to offer food
only to the monastery because we have had such little income. For me, Nargis will
continue to be a tr auma.”

Arguably the most sensitive issue in
Burma’s present crisis is that of political
prisoners. Tin Oo has physically been both
the wielder of power and the prisoner of
conscience…but for most, the recognition
of duality is far more nuanced and intimate.

How will Burma’s future kings,
autocratic or democratic, confront those
who once stood or stand in political
opposition? This question is one of the most
important for any future leaders of the
country to answer.

Returning briefly to the Kabul
missionaries, one is left to wonder if their
own plight may not have been mitigated if
they saw themselves in their Taliban hosts,
instead of resorting to the reflex argument
of justice and injustice, us versus them.
And of course, the same argument holds
for the Taliban as well, who needed to see
in themselves the commitment and beliefs
of the Christian missionaries. A more
tactful recognition of both Taliban legal
code and the aid efforts of the accused
could have prevented or at least subdued
the ensuing standoff, while possibly even
allowing the humanitarian workers to

continue their work in assisting the
country’s impoverished population.

Without mutual respect for the diverse
views of taking Burma into the 21st century
(let alone concerning electoral laws),
within party/junta politics and between the
junta and civilian organizations, any talk
of political reform is superfluous barring a
sudden change in leadership. But of even
greater importance, without recognition of
the multiple identities each person carries
wi thin himsel f or hersel f, national
reconciliation will endure as a practical
impossibility, remaining but a propaganda
ploy to be parlayed when convenient by
all contestants to the fight.

‘Can we look at each other and
recognize ourselves in each other?’ The
reply in the case of most protagonists to
the Burmese crisis today cannot be said
to be anything other than a resounding
‘No.’ And until this answer changes,
national reconciliation – regardless of the
system of governance or language of any
constitution – will remain on hold, the
country lurching precariously from one
crisis to the next while the vast majority
of its people struggle to eke out a meager
existence.

Introspection continued from page 7

When Prime Minister Thein Sein and
26 other military officers quietly retired
their military stripes, little to nothing of
the Burmese jigsaw changed. As the
country lurches precariously toward its
first general election in two decades, the
protagonists to the crisis stand as
polarized as ever.

While Burma has in the past
characteristically been described as a
military dictatorship, the fact that 27
ranking officers in April shed their
uniforms for civilian attire does not change
the fact that people are demanding an
end to dictatorial rule, be it military in
nature or otherwise.

Clearly, Burma’s ruling clique is keen
to present itself as something other than
a military grouping, embracing the
marketing game that has come to grip
the world over. But, i f they truly car e about
the legacy of their image, they must yet
come to an understanding of how their
image can best be enhanced by means
of adopting a more inclusive political
process.

There is no shortage of regional
examples to whom to turn regarding ex-
officers cum political honchos, from
current Indonesian strongman Susilo
Bambang Yudhoyono to f ormer
Philippines Head-of-State Fidel Ramos.
However, Burma’s generals, as was the
case with Yudhoyono, Ramos and others,
have to appreciate the necessity of a
corresponding broadening of the political
class, and at least outward recognition
of civilian supremacy, that accompanies
the transformation of military men into
civilian politicians.

Conversely, it is also easy to find
examples of civilian leaders who came
to find themselves at odds with the people

they purported to work for owing to
exclusive patterns of governance. Only last
month, Kyrgyz President Kurmanbek
Bakiyev was violently forced from office
through mass protests, having previously
reached the apex of the Central Asian
country’s political ladder in the heady days
following the Tulip Revolution. Meanwhile,
in Thailand, the specter unleashed as a
product of divisive and corrupt political
patronage as practiced by former Prime
Minister Thaksin Shinawatra continues to
wreak havoc on the country.

There can be no question, Burma’s
former generals are certainly going to run
for political office and take on ministerial
portfolios as civilian candidates and
representatives. And as such, in a truly
vibrant democratic environment, they
should be welcomed as legitimate players
in the political theatre. But such an
atmosphere does not exist in Burma.

The ball is clearly in the junta’s court.
With ethnic ceasefire groups largely failing
to heed the regime’s demands to
transform their armies into a Border
Guard Force, and the National League for
Democracy revealing their hand in their
refusal to join the elector al fray, it is time
for Burma’s ex-generals to acknowledge
the shortcomings in their own strategy and
embrace a more inclusive political
process.

And, if done correctly, the net r esult
for the ex-officer corps will be an
enhanced image. And the enhanced image
will have ultimately arisen not due to any
proclivity to don civilian garb over military
uniforms, but rather owing to the
structural changes they were willing to
initiate in Burmese society and institutions.
Quite simply, it is not the clothes that mak e
the man.

Cosmetic change alone can’t fix
Burma’s problems
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Burma has been plunged into a deep
crisis, casting a cloud of uncertainty over
the country’s first multiparty vote in more
than 20 years. Squarely the military
leaders are to be blamed. They brutally
seized power and it is their responsibility
to return power to where it belongs –
namely with the people. In  1990 they tried
to show their commitment by holding
elections, but refused to honor the results.

Nonetheless, under pressure from
peoples’ movements and the international
community, the r egime entered into a
facade of dialogue for peaceful transition
to civilian rule. But after a lot of drama
and gimmicks their true colors have been
revealed. The junta still refuses to pay heed
to the complaints that the opposition has
been venting for years. Never have they
entered into talks on the issue of elections.
On the contrary, they have kept hundreds
in jail as political prisoners, including
democracy icon Suu Kyi.

Arrogantly and contemptuously, the
junta is proceeding with plans to hold its
election under the widely condemned 2008
constitution. And now, to add insult to
injury, the r egime has passed electoral
laws banning all activists who have served
prison sentences from contesting the
election. Deliberately, the junta has
provoked the National League for
Democracy to tighten the noose around its
own neck by provoking an intra-party vote
to keep the NLD out of the election.

To understand the lack of validity in
the present constitution, we have to trace
the country ’s constitutional history.
Previously, the electoral process and
electoral laws were quite different and the
stakeholders were political parties, not the
military. Presently, the mi litary is the
lawgiver and king and can do no wrong.

History has shown that a number of
authoritarian regimes collapsed while
negotiating democratic reforms and

through electoral competition. Some who
were clever, however, redrew their pol itical

institutions along “formally”
democratic lines
that were ultimately
a g a i n s t
democrat izat ion.
This is the case in

B u r m a .
When an
authoritarian
regime is in
crisis it
a t t e m p t s
“protracted”
t rans i t ion ,
managing the
pace and
trajectory of
change by
conduc t ing
limited electoral

exercises.
This happened in both

Kenya and Mexico.
There are strong arguments in favor

of Burma’s opposition boycotting the
election. A critical prerequisite for a
democratic election is a free environment;
the keeping of over 2,000 political prisoners
is in direct contradiction to this. Their
release and ensuing declaration of amnesty
is essential. Secondly, in order to create a
level playing ground, the military cannot be
a political party contesting the election.
There must also be freedom of assembly,
an independent media, independent election
commission, independent election
observers, equitable allocation of resources
and an impartial judiciary.

None of the above criteria currently
exist, thereby justifying a boycott. A boycott
is a last option. It is a form of political protest
in which voters feel the election system is
biased; it is a peaceful political tool.

Declarations of various political parties
and groups indicate that opposition to the
electoral laws is widespread. The main

opposition part y, NLD, which won a
landside victory in the 1990 election,
declared that it is not taking part in the
country’s 2010 election because of the
unjust electoral laws. Leaders of the Shan
Nationalities League for Democracy have
also declared their support for the NLD’s
posit ion. Meanwhile, the United
Nationalities Alliance (UNA), a coalition of
12 ethnic parties that won 67 seats in
1990, has also declared they will not
participate in the election.

Further, several armed ceasefire
groups continue to defy the junta’s call for
them to transform their forces into a
Border Guard Force. And internationally,
leaders from the UN, USA, EU and ASEAN
have criticized the electoral laws and
expressed the view that the election cannot
be free and fair. The overall picture is that
the scheduled election has lost its
credibility, and that a br oad boycott deals
a major blow to the legitimacy of the
election while unifying opposition forces.

The question now arises, what is next
after the boycott? The military has a
stomach for a high level of bloodshed in
confronting protests. Yet initiating social
movements that hinder the regime’s ability
to govern or minimize voter participation
are the only alternatives. The deciding
factor is the ingenuity of the opposition in
spreading their arguments to voters who
are the ultimate authori ty. The democratic
potential of the people has thus far been
unrealized. Faced with a national and
global boycott, the junta will become more
frustrated and desperate and stoop to all
foul means available to prevent any
renewed unrest. Repression is the only tool
left in its hand. If repression is successful
then authoritarian rule continues. But if it
fails, concessions are given and democracy
asserts itself.

Boycotts do carry an impact, but the
final result depends on the interaction
of different factors. The challenges are
before both the junta and the opposition.

In the summer of 2001 a team of
missionaries was taken prisoner in Kabul
for allegedly proselytizing Christianity, a
crime in Taliban-ruled Afghanistan. I w as
rather intrigued to see how the crisis would
be resolved, supporters of the missionaries
flaunting the rights violations of their
captors, whi le according to Taliban
jurisprudence a crime was indeed
committed.

Alas, my curiosity was to go wanting.
On a clear autumn day in New York the
world watched as two towers thundered
to the gr ound. Subsequently, the Taliban
abandoned Kabul in an overnight
withdrawal eerily similar to that of Ahmad
Shah Massoud five years previously. The
missionaries were simply left behind to
await their de facto liberators, realpolitik
crudely interfering with the global rights
debate.

In the face of the National League for
Democracy’s recent decision not to register
with the Election Commission – a verdict
that was left in no doubt once the
organization’s supreme leader, Aung San
Suu Kyi, voiced her opinion on the matter
a week before the ostensible convening of
a Central Committee debate to discuss the
issue – the party is evidently prepared to
further spike the number of members
locked behind bars, rallying to the call of
rights in the face of perceived unjust
domestic law.

As with trials carried out in courts
throughout Burma dealing with political
activists, the Taliban tr ial of the
missionaries was decried as a “sham” – a
court with “no recognized authority”
offering up a predetermined verdict based
not on “normative” modern law but instead
on some outdated and discredited

interpretation of religious ideals.
Right versus wrong. Just versus unjust.

Good versus evil.
But is it so simple?
The venerable Vietnamese Buddhist

monk Thich Nhat Hanh asks, ‘Can we look
at each other and recognize ourselves in
each other?’ His poem Call Me By My True
Names reads in part:

I am the child in Uganda, all skin and
bones,

my legs as thin as bamboo sticks,
and I am the arms merchant,
selling deadly weapons to Uganda.

I am the twelve-year-old girl, refugee
on a small boat,

who throws herself into the ocean after
being raped by a sea pirate,

and I am the pirate,
my heart not yet capable of seeing and

loving.

As popularly carried in the media, the
dominant position of opponents of the
Burmese election cannot be said to be
respectful at all, the military as an
institution being popularly demonized. Yet,
there were even recent degrading words
and threats directed against fellow NLD
members who might not hold to the same
policy opinions regarding party registration.

And of course the same holds true for
the armed forces, the posturing of the
military, unresponsive to the pleas of the

people, only exacerbating a destructive
mentality of fear and loathing concerning
their civilian counterparts.

Respect and understanding, for all
parties to the conflict, should not be
confused with agreement. But respect and
understanding – internal as well as
external – do allow for a potential avenue
of dialogue to decide matters and reach,
when necessary, alternative strategies or
negotiated settlements.

I am a member of the politburo,
with plenty of power in my hands,
and I am the man who has to pay his

“debt of blood” to my people,
dying slowly in a forced labor camp.

  Introspection continued on page 6
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Oklahoma City –  European Union
foreign ministers on April 26th agreed to
extend existing economic sanctions against
military-ruled Burma for another year and
called on the military regime to stop the
“violation of international human rights and
humanitarian law.”

“The Council deems it necessary to
extend the restrictive measures provided
for in the current EU decision by another
year,” a statement b y the foreign ministers
of the 27 European nations said.

But the Council emphasized its
readiness to revise, amend or reinforce the
restrictive measures in the light of
developments on the ground.

“The EU stands ready to respond
positively to genuine progress in Burma/
Myanmar,” the gr oup said.

The EU also urged the Burmese regime
to cooperate with the United Nations and
its special envoy Tomas Ojea Quintana and
comply with UN recommendations “by
taking urgent measures to put an end to
violations of international human rights and
humanitarian law.”

The Council additionally called on the
Burmese military regime to embark on a

EU renews sanctions against
Burmese regime

Mungpi

genuine political dialogue between all
stakeholders, including ethnic groups and
the political opposition to bring about a
peaceful transition to a democratic, civilian
and inclusive system of government. It,
however, expressed serious concerns over
election laws published by the junta in early
March saying they “do not provide for free
and fair elections and notes that the
authorities of Burma/Myanmar still have to
take the steps necessary to make the
planned elections later this year a credible,
transparent and inclusive process.”

The EU first introduced sanctions on
Burma in 1996. The sanctions have since
been updated, renewed and extended
every year in April. They include visa bans,
an arms embargo, limiting diplomatic
contacts, freezing officials’ offshore
accounts and suspending non-
humanitarian aid and development
programs.

The EU’s extension of sanctions on the
Burmese regime for another year was
applauded by campaigners, with Burma
Campaign UK director Mark Farmaner
responding, “The EU is right to maintain
existing sanctions in l ight of the
deteriorating human rights situation in
Burma.”

“We welcome the EU’s call for the
regime to respect international human
rights law, but are disappointed that they
have not explicitly expressed support for
the recommendation of the UN Burma
expert that a UN commission of inquiry
should be established,” Farmaner said in
a statement released shortly after news
of sanctions being extended.

The Burma rights group said relaxing
sanctions would be a green light to the
generals to increase human rights abuses,
help finance increased abuses, and
surrender potential leverage against the
regime.

It also urged the 27 member-countries
of the EU to abide by its common policy on
Burma and to use the sanctions to
effectively target the junta as part of
coordinated diplomatic efforts.

Chiang Mai – Burma is still included
on the list of the 10 worst countries for
violating media freedom, as the military
regime is reported to have only tightened
such restrictions last year, argues a report
from the US-based democracy and rights
watchdog Freedom House.

Washington-based Freedom House
finds in its report, Freedom of the Press
2010, that the Burmese junta is continuing
to monitor Internet cafes, while at least
17 journalists were arrested and
imprisoned as of the end of last year.

The report was based on surveys of
the condition of worldwide press freedom
during last year and maintains Burma in
its 10 worst-rated countries along with
Belarus, Cuba, Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea,
Iran, Libya, North Korea, Turkmenistan and
Uzbekistan. In these states the press is
said to act as a mouthpiece for the regime,
with cit izens access to unbiased
information severely limited and dissent
crushed via imprisonment, torture and
other forms of repression.

The report categorizes countries as
‘Free’, ‘Partly Free’ and ‘Not Free’. Burma,
China, Laos, Cambodia and Vietnam are
listed as ‘Not Free’, while Thailand is rated
‘Partly Free’.

In Burma, daily papers and broadcasts
are wholly owned or controlled by the
military regime. Though private periodicals
are allowed to be published, the censorship
board remains tightly governed by military

Burma still among worst states for
press freedom

Ko Wild personnel.
The works of cartoonist “Aw Pi Kye”,

as one example, which depict the topsy-
turvy situation of Burmese society, are
banned by the military regime. Meanwhile,
blogger Nay Phone Latt, who spread
updated news during the 2007 Saffron
Revolution to the outside world, is serving
a 12-year prison sentence.

Cartoonist Han Lay, a winner of this
year’s Hellman/Hammett prize awarded by
New York-based Human Rights Watch, said
there is “no freedom at all” on all fronts in
Burma. The prize, created in 1989, is given
to writers who have been victims of
persecution.

“The situation is worse than before.
All the people are trapped with no outlet.
They don’t know what freedom is. All of
their potential and caliber has been
eliminated,” Han Lay told Mizzima.

The cartoonist attended Rangoon
Painting Sculpture and Arts School from
1982 to 1984. After the 1988 uprising he
fled to the bor der. He is now working wi th
Thailand-based Irrawaddy Magazine.

Freedom House reports that the
world’s press freedom has on the whole
declined for the eighth consecutive year.
A mere one in six people are said to live in
countries with a ‘Free’ press, with only the
Asia-Pacific region estimated to have
shown overall improvement over the
course of 2009. Regional declines were
especially prevalent in the former Soviet
Union and Latin America.

US Senator seeks Burmese perspective on foreign policy

Oklahoma City – Burmese activists
and community leaders in the United
States have urged US Senator Richard
Lugar to continue pushing for targeted
sanctions on Burma’s military rulers, as
they say the junta has failed to respond

positively to the Obama administration’s
new engagement policy, according to a
senatorial aide.

Keith Luse, a senior Foreign Relations
Committee assistant to Senator Lugar,
told Mizzima that Burmese ethnic leaders
at a meeting in the senator’s electorate

Mungpi

state of Indiana on Sunday expressed their
view that the US should maintain targeted
economic sanctions against the regime.

The meeting was held to obtain
feedback from Burmese activists and
community leaders on the new US-Burma
policy, launched by Democratic President
Barack Obama last September, Luse said.

Senator Lugar, a Republican, is the
ranking opposit ion leader on the
committee. Democratic Senator John Kerry
is the panel’s chairman.

According to Luse, with the Burmese
junta not responding positively to the
Obama administration’s engagement
efforts, various Burmese ethnic leaders at
the meeting said, “Senator Lugar should
continue to support sanctions. And the
Senator and Congress should encourage
the Obama administration to press the
UNSC to act on Burma being referred to
the I nternational Criminal Court,” added
Luse, who attended the meeting on behalf
of Senator Lugar, referring to the Uni ted
Nations Security Council.

After more than a decade of imposing
financial sanctions and diplomatically
isolating the Southeast Asian nation, the
US last September announced a policy to

seek direct engagement with Burma’s
military rulers, while maintaining existing
sanctions.

US and Burmese officials proceeded
to hold meetings including a visit by US
Assistant Secretary of State for East Asian
and Pacific Affairs Dr. Kurt Campbell, the
highest ranking US official to visit Burma
in 14 years.

However, no significant progress was
made and the Burmese junta has lately
busied itself with election plans, which the
US ranks below international standards.

“As you are aware, the Obama
administration has embarked on a new
Burma policy. Senator Lugar is interested
in obtaining feedback from Burmese in
Indiana about this new policy approach.
Do they agree, or do they have other
suggestions?” Luse told Mizzima about the
meeting on Sunday.

Fort Wayne, Indiana, is home to about
1,500 Burmese, the largest contingent of
Burmese refugees in the United States.
Many were previously active in student
and labor unions and political parties such
as the opposition National League for
Democracy, having fled their homeland to
escape the oppressive military regime.
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Chiang Mai –  A report issued at the
end of April by New York-based Human
Rights Watch sharply counters claims that
following Cyclone Nargis there was a
general opening of space across Burma.

Human Rights Watch notes in its
extensive research that despite making
some significant gains in fixing areas
severely affected by the cyclone, the
“Burmese government continues to deny
basic freedoms and place undue
restrictions on aid.”

The rights body’s deputy Asia director,
Elaine Pearson, added: “Two years after
one of the world’s worst natural disasters,
local aid workers still feel the brunt of
continued repression by the military
authorities.”

“Intense international pressure
pushed the military government to open
the door to foreign aid agencies, but
Burma’s generals have kept it shut for

domestic critics, many of whom
remain in prison for speaking out for
fellow citizens in need,” she said.

The interviews and evidence
presented in the report paints a stark
picture of life in Nargis-affected areas
where the Burmese regime’s dictatorial
and corrupt methods are assessed to have
severely hampered a rapid recovery.

One of those interviewed for the
report was a young woman from an
isolated village in Laputta Township. She
failed to receive any assistance of any kind
for more than a month after the cyclone
and told an interviewer: “No one came to
rescue us. When we heard there were
donations in other villages we went there
and begged for food. We begged from
the cars passing on the road. We got [into]
trouble from the authorities...we ran to
the cars and asked for donations. Later
we were forced to return to our village
by the authorities. They said the local
officials would come [and] give us
donations. We were threatened with
arrest if we did not r eturn.”

Her story and the many others
presented in the report offer a stark
contrast to the claims of some

Report details regime’s post-Nargis failure
Thomas Maung Shwe

international NGOs who praised the post-
Nargis conduct of the Burmese regime.
Last May, in an interview in The New York
Times, Oxfam’s former Burma policy
adviser, Lilianne Fan, optimistical ly
claimed that with regards to Nargis, the
“overall response of the government has
been remarkable.” Fan went as far as to
suggest that those in the regime “are
‘getting it’ more and more each day that
they are involved in the recovery process”.

The report exposes the Burmese
mil i tary regime’s obsession with
conducting what the group called a
“sham” constitutional referendum in the
wake of the worst natural disaster to hit
the country in decades. A young woman
from Dedaye Township described the
referendum process to Human Rights
Watch this way: “I have no idea what the
constitution is. But we did vote after
Nargis. We were told just to cast a ‘Yes’
vote. I don’t know how the result came out.

At the time, people were struggling hard to
survive. We just did what we wer e told.”
Documented in the report are the

great lengths the Burmese regime
undertook to deter private individuals from
helping their fellow citizens. Notice to
Philanthropists, Donors is the title of one
of the regime’s pamphlets distributed in
Nargis-affected areas that is featured in
the report. The pamphlet strongly
discourages private donors from giving
assistance to those affected by the
cyclone, claiming that doing so “destroys
people’s motivation to return to their
previous vocations.”

In a fitting tribute, the report takes its
title from an interview comedian and relief
activist Zargana gave with exile media just
before his arrest in June 2008.

“I want to save my own people. That’s
why we go with any donations we can get.
But the government doesn’t like our work.
It is not interested in helping people. It just
wants to tell the world and the rest of the
country that everything is under control and
that i t has already saved its people.”

The much-loved comedian was jailed
for 35 years after “illegally” delivering aid
to victims of the cyclone.

Laputta Township (May 3 ,2009)

Chiang Mai –  More than two years
since Cyclone Nargis hit Burma, the lack
of drinking water continues to affect more
than 180,000 residents of the Irrawaddy
delta region, according to the United
Nation’s office in Rangoon.

Victims are from Labutta, Bogalay, and
Mawlamyine Kyun Townships, the UN
office’s spokesman in Rangoon, Aye Win,
told Mizzima. He added that water scarcity
was exacerbated by the dry season and
that residents lacked an effective way to
get water.

However, the figur e was about half the
number of those affected in the three
townships last year, he said.

Although the region received US $6.48
million for drinking w ater, healthcare
systems and personal hygiene, an addition
16 million is still required, according to the
UN office.

Although the 3,800 lakes in the delta
damaged by Nargis have been repaired
and maintained, there remain difficulties
obtaining fresh water, Aye Win added.

Lakes in Phoe Thu Chaung village
(Amar Township, Phyarpone District),
those that stored rainwater, have started
to dry, a villager told Mizzima.

“There are three lakes in our village.
Among them only one has water. All the

Kyaw Kha

180,000 need drinking water in
Irrawaddy delta

people from nearby villages depend on it
for water, so it’s fast to empty. Currently,
the water level is just two feet so we can’t
depend on it anymore. The drinking water
that we stored in pots will be enough for
just thr ee days,” the vi llager explained.

According to recent research, 180,000
people need drinking water while 100,000
people are in need of homes, the UN
reported. Although estimates for the
region’s Nargis relief needs for 2009 to
2011 reach US $691 million, less than 200
million has thus far been received.

Cyclone Nargis, which hit the
Irrawaddy delta at winds of more than 100
miles per hour (160km/h) on May 2nd and
3rd, 2008, killed at least 140,000 people
and displaced another 2.4 million people

View of Thaunggale village in Laputta
Township of  I rrawaddy Division, where

more than 700 people were killed by Cyclone
Nargis on May 3, 2009. Photo – Mizzima.

Mizzima –  Continuing its privatization
spree, the Burmese military junta has now
begun to lease out the country’s natural
heritage, with Hlawga National Park, in
Mingaladon Township, being handed over
to Htoo Trading Company to operate.

The park is presently the property of
the Ministry of Forestry but will be
transferred to the private firm, which will
assume responsibility for all the employees.

“If the government leases it to a private
company the maintenance will be more
systematic. I don’t know the number of
years the lease is for. A contract will be
signed in the end of April,” confirmed a

Min Thet

Hlawga National Park handed over
to Htoo Company

park official.
“The park generates revenue mainly

from elephant rides by visitors among
other entertainment facilities. Those
wanting to shoot films in the park also have
to pay a fee,” he added.

Owned by the Ministry of Forestry,
Hlawga National Park is in Rangoon Division
and came into existence in 1980. The park
spreads over 1,500 acres and includes a
wildlife refuge, a mini-zoo and a buffer
zone. There are around 200 species of
birds in the park. However, Cyclone Nargis,
which ravaged Burma in May 2008, caused
substantial damage, uprooting hundreds of
trees within the park’s jurisdiction.

unilateral suppression and oppression.
We therefore respectfully apologize to the
people,” announced the main opposition
party in an ‘Appeal to the Public’.

The NLD said they had decided against
registering the party with the Election
Commission because the junta’s electoral
laws were unjust and unfair. They added,
however, that they would nei ther abandon
the people nor the democracy movement,
and pledged to continue their struggle,
under the leadership of Aung San Suu Kyi,
by non-violent means. The NLD won 392
out of a total 485 seats in the 1990 general
election, but the military regime refused
to hand over power.

With the hope of achieving national
reconciliation in the country, the part y had
attended the junta-sponsored National
Convention to draft the constitution, but
their efforts left them empty-handed. Aung

NLD apologizes continued from page 1 San Suu Kyi is demanding dialogue with
the junta’s leaders while she is still under
house arrest, the three-page plea
reiterates.

“She [Daw Aung San Suu Kyi]
narrowly escaped from the violent Depayin
incident in 2003 but she has no grudge
against the perpetrators and focused only
on resolving all national issues in the
country instead and continued demanding
dialogue,” the appeal continues.

Moreover, she is said to hold no grudge
against anyone for sentencing her to a
prison term for allegedly entertaining her
uninvited visitor, US citizen John Yettaw.
But she has asked junta leader Senior
General Than Shwe for a face-to-face
discussion on the issue, the appeal
underscores.

The plea further adds that being forced
to accept and abide by the 2008
Constitution are of themselves violations
of human rights.
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Chiang Mai –  As the latest deadline
to enroll in the junta’s Border Guard Force
(BGF) scheme expired on April 22nd, the
Kachin Independence Organization (KIO)
reaffirmed its rejection of the regime’s
offer to bring its troops under the command
of the Burmese Army’s BGF.

Four junta representatives, including
Northern Command Chief Major General
Soe Win and Colonel Thet Pone from
Military Affairs Security, met an eight -
member KIO delegation including
Chairman Layauk Zauhara, General
Secretary Dr. La Ja and Vice-Chief of Staff
Colonel Guan Mau at Northern Command
Headquarters on April 22nd for about 1½
hours. During the meeting, the KIO refused
to accept the junta’s offer to transform
their army into a BGF.

“We told them we could not accept
their offer at all. Both the Kachin people
and our grassroots level KIO members
could not accept the BGF,” one of the
delegates at the meeting told Mizzima.

The KIO reiterated that it would adhere
to its stance of joining the Federal Army
only as Kachin battalions.

Soe Win responded that he would
convey the KIO’s reply to Naypyitaw, the
delegate said.

KIO Joint General Secretary Colonel
Sin Wah said the group wanted to reach a
resolution to the standoff without violence.

“Whether the government is attacking
us or not is up to them. We cannot
comment on it. We just want to resolve
the crisis peacefully”, he told Mizzima.

The KIO, with its 20,000-strong force
including a regular army of 8,000 troops,

warned Naypyitaw not to resort to military
force in attempting to end the dispute.

The junta has given all ethnic ceasefire
groups three ultimatums, starting from April
28th of last year, to place their armies under
the control of the BGF.

Meanwhile, the United Wa State Army
(UWSA) has joined the KIO in rejecting the
junta’s ultimatum. “Today (April 22nd) is the
last date to reply to them. But what we want
is different from what they want. They
rejected eight points of our nine-point proposal.
We have no more to say to them [the junta]
as they have rejected our terri torial rights,” a
UWSA officer confided to Mizzima.

KIO repeats ‘No’ to Border Guard
Force offer

Phanida

KIO (Kachin Independent Organization)
female police officer and male soldier in

Laiza, Kachin State
Chiang Mai –  The New Mon State

Party (NMSP) is making preparations in
case war breaks out between it and the
Burmese Army, after i ts militia – presently
under ceasefire – rejected the junta’s order
for it to be brought under the command of
the Border Guard Force, a spokesman said.

The junta had given the party until April
22nd to respond to its offer of a place for
the party’s militia in the new guard force.
However, the part y rejected the offer and
has since secured all documents from its
communication offices and ceased all
operations, except for those in Moulmein,
in preparation for a crackdown, party
spokesman Naing Chay Mon said.

“We answered to the junta on the
deadline of April 22nd that we could not
accept their proposal. So, we have closed
offices so that if the junta takes action
against our organization, most of our
members will not be left in the ar ea,” he
elaborated.

He said Rangoon, Ye Township,
Myawaddy Township, Three Pagodas Pass
and Than Phyu Za Yap offices have been
closed, and only two staff members are
left in charge at the office in Moulmein,
capital of Mon State.

The party agreed to a ceasefire with
the junta in 1995, after which offices were
opened for bilateral communications with
the government. Its rights to do business
were previously revoked, so the party had
no concerns about economic loss from the
closures, former party member Naing Tin
Aung said.

“We had invested heavily in timber
businesses. Later [some years after the
ceasefire], the government revoked our
permits to conduct those businesses. So,

we have nothing to lose f rom the closures,”
he said.

After the initial years of ceasefire, the
party also ran bus lines and import-export
businesses but, those permits were also
later revoked by the regime.

Tension is building between the junta
and the New Mon State Party and both
sides were preparing for possible armed
clashes, assesses Thai-based political
analyst Aung Thu Nyein.

The junta maintains three military units
and one military operations command
centre at Ye.

It also has three units at Three
Pagodas Pass, its Southeastern Command
at Moulmein, and many military units
positioned between Moulmein and Mu Done
Township.

Sources said more than 400 villagers
from Ye Township fled to the Hlokhani Mon
refugee camp on  the Thai-Burmese
border on April 25th owing to concerns
about the outbreak of renewed hostilities.

Mon separatists formed the Mon
Peoples Front, later superseded by the
New Mon State Party (NMSP), in 1962.
Since 1949, the eastern hills of the state
(as well as portions of Thaninthaya Division)
have been under control of the NMSP.

Many Mon were against the 1995
ceasefire agreement, but the NMSP
convinced many to try a polit ical
compromise with the regime. In 2003, the
party joined the national constitutional
convention, where it proposed that the
junta create a federal union of Burma. The
junta turned down the proposal, and in
2007 the party sent only observers to the
convention. NMSP leaders say the 2008
constitution is undemocratic, failing to
account for ethnic rights.

New Mon State Party prepares for
war

Phanida

One seat for us would benefit Shan
State, new party says

Khaing Suu

Members of the Shan Nationalities League for Democrocay, including Khun Tun Oo
(front row, center).

New Delhi –  A new ethnic Shan party
believes winning even a single seat in the
forthcoming election would be to Shan
State’s advantage, implored Shan
Nationalities Democratic Party officials,
explaining why they are joining the race.

The party registered with the Election
Commission in Naypyitaw on April 8th and
will contest in 44 of the 55 Townships in
Shan State as well as some Townships of
other States and Divisions, confirmed the
party’s chairman.

“We will contest both Shan State and
some other States or Divisions where there
are Shan nationalities. We will contest in
the constituencies where there are
possibilities that we can win, ” part y
chairman Sai Eik Wawn, 65, told Mizzima.
“When the new government is formed,
even if we can take one seat in parliament,
we will be able to act for the benefit of
Shan State and the whole country.”

The former general secretary of the
Shan National League for Democracy
(SNLD) is also a salt merchant and owns
coffee farms. Vice-chairma Sai Hswang Si

was elected to Parliament in the 1990
election.

Sai Eik Wawn is a former teacher and
a patron of the Shan Literature and Culture
Association. He is well known and regarded
among Shan people in Rangoon. But, his
former party, the SNLD, declared that i t
would consider taking part in the
forthcoming election only if the junta
released the party’s leaders, presently
serving lengthy prison terms.

The SNLD won 23 seats out of 485
constituencies in which voting was held in
1990, ranking it as the second highest
winner after the NLD.

The headquarters of the Shan
Nationalities Democratic Party will be in
Rangoon and the party said it will meet
the required number of party members on
time. The Pa-O National Organization, the
Palaung National and Wa Democratic
parties have already registered.

The 55 Townships in Shan State
include six Townships in the USDA’s self-
administered zone, three in the Pa-O’s, two
in the Palaung’s, two in the Kokant’s and
two in the Da Nu’s.

Ethnic continued  from page 12

The NDF’s Central Committee meeting
was held on April 23rd and 24th, with 18
representatives from seven of the eight
groups attending.

A NDF statement said it supports the
rejection by ceasefire groups of the junta’s
proposal to transform armed wings into a
Border Guard Force (BGF).

Mai Phone Kyaw said the NDF has
established a mutual understanding with
other ceasefire groups and has already
conveyed its intention to them.

He added that the NDF has suggested
to the United Wa State Army (UWSA),
often accused of producing opium, to fight
for its national rights. He also pointed out
that there is enough evidence of the
involvement of top junta leaders in opium
production operations.

The statement furthered the NDF

opposes the 2008 constitution and the
junta’s upcoming anticipated one-sided
election, which will only legitimize the
military dictatorship and increase its
stranglehold on the country. It f urther
welcomed the NLD’s decision not to re-
register the party with the country’s
Election Commission.

The NDF was formed from 13 ethnic
armed groups on May 10, 1976, to fight
for ethnic rights and self-determination.

Later, some groups arrived at ceasefire
agreements with the junta, leaving eight
groups, the Karen National Union (KNU),
Chin National Front (CNF), New Mon State
Party (NMSP), Pa-O National Liberation
Organization (PNLO), Palaung State
Liberation Front (PSLF), Wa National
Organization (WNO), Lahu Democratic
Union (LDU) and Arakan Liberation Party
(ALP) in the National Democratic Front fold.
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Rangoon –  Hand grenades lobbed
into the X2O pavilion last week in
Kandawgyi Park, Rangoon, caused the
three blasts during water-festival
celebrations, according to an army
engineer on the case.

A team of military engineers and
crime-division police investigated the site
of the attacks under the supervision of an
army commanding officer and a police
commander. Three hand grenades were
thrown into the massive crowd in front of
the pavilion and two detonators were
found, an official who asked to remain
anonymous said. “The grenades were

Rangoon blasts were grenade
attacks: army engineer

thrown into the crowd. We found two
safety pins. The pins were about 20 yards
(18 meters) apart,” he expanded.

The bombs exploded at the X2O
pavilion as the Rangoon Division No. 4
Military Region Commander Colonel Ohn
Cho arrived on an inspection tour. He was
reportedly hit by shrapnel in his abdomen
by one of the three blasts, which killed 10
people and left some 170 injured.

By April 18th, three days after the
explosions, some 50 patients still remained
in Rangoon General Hospital, most in the
hospital’s neurology department.

The army engineer explained the
rationale behind the verdict: “We knew that
there were around 300 or 400 people
present during the incident … many people
were dancing so we could assume the
bombs could not be time bombs,” he said,
without elaborating. “We heard boxes of
cigarettes were thrown from the pavilion
and that some people threw them back …
So, we think criminals threw the grenades,
mixing their actions with those of the box
throwers.”

As the blasts went off when
government officials were arriving at the
pavilion, Mizzima asked the engineer if the
attackers were targeting officials. However,
he remained noncommittal regarding the
motivation behind the deadly attack.

New Delhi –  Four workers were
injured at the Thaukyegat hydropower
project in Htantabin Township after shells
believed to be fired by Karen National Union
troops fell on the site operated by a
subsidiary of Asia World Company, which
has close ties to Burma’s ruling junta.

At least two shells hit the site in Pegu
(Bago) Division on April 27th. The injured
are being treated at one of two Taungoo
Township hospitals.

“We are not yet clear about [detai ls of]
the attack … whether it was a clash or an
attack on the project to teach the junta a
lesson for going ahead with the project
against the wishes of the local people. But
there was a skirmish,” KNU Joint Secretary
(1) Major Saw Hla Ngwe said.

He said the project commenced after

Myint Maung

Suspected artillery strike wounds
four at dam project

land was confiscated from farmers and
forced labor enlisted.

The more than 70 Chinese experts from
Yunnan Province who work at the si te left
after the suspected artillery attack.

On April 17th, a series of blasts hit the
Myitsone hydropower project site in Kachin
State on, injuring a Chinese engineer.

Both the Thaukyegat and Myitsone
projects are managed by Asia World
Construction, a subsidiary of Asia World,
owned by Tun Myint Naing (a.k.a. Steven
Law), son of the notorious drug lord Lo Hsing
Han.

The parent company is the subject of
direct sanctions by the European Union, the
United Kingdom and the United States over
alleged close links to drug-trafficking and the
Burmese junta, according to government
websites.

New Delhi –  Burma’s main opposition
party, the National League for Democracy
(NLD), is to halt its political activities and
“plunge headlong into possible social work”
from May 7th onwards, according to a NLD
spokesman.

Ohn Kyaing, a spokesperson and party
Central Executive Committee (CEC)
member, made the comments on April 26th
after attending a meeting of the committee
at party headquarters in Bahan Township,
Rangoon. “We will stop political work from
May 7th and we will plunge headlong into
possible social work,” he told Mizzima.

The group will provide social services
including programs for HIV patients, access
to pure drinking water for victims of
Cyclone Nargis, attending to families of
political prisoners, legal aid to clients sued
in political cases and preservation of the
natural environment, Ohn Kyaing
elaborated.

“Our party is a political party, so we
need to carry out tasks which can help to
improve the people’s living conditions,”
furthered fellow CEC member Win Tin.

“We will help the victims of injustice,
we will lead when the people need [us to
lead], we will [continue to] fight for the
people’s rights. These are social tasks.
When we don’t have offices, we need to
go to the people and pay for services for
them,” he said. “We will find politics among
the people. Some tasks may match current
tasks or we may find more powerful tasks.
Our tasks may involve ‘soft politics’. Either

NLD to focus on grassroots
social work

Myint Maung
way, we will move among [the people] and
provide for the grassroots.”

Sixteen of 20 CEC members attended
the meeting. Those counted among the
absentees were General Secretary Aung
San Suu Kyi, who is under house arrest,
and party Chairman Aung Shwe.

Members also decided against
removing party signboards and flags from
NLD offices. “We may be able to open the
offices, but if the authorities order them
closed and locked, there’s nothing we can
do. They have the power,” Win Tin said.
“All the same, we won’ t voluntarily close
the offices but will keep the flag flying.”

Aung San Suu Kyi urged her party to
keep the signboards and flags up when she
met her lawyers on April 24th, despite the
party’s impending forced dissolution on
May 6th.

The junta released electoral laws on March
8th that appeared designed to directly hamper
the Nobel Peace Laureate and her party,
forbidding anyone who has been imprisoned
from taking part in polls along with anyone
who has been married to a foreigner, both
conditions with which the NLD leader cannot
comply. While parties must re-register before
May 6th or cease to exist, the NLD chose against
re-registering, arguing an election under such
laws would be unfair and unjust.

Though there were at one time about 300
NLD offices throughout the country, the military
junta closed them all after the Depayin
massacre of May 2003. However, after i t
declared the electoral laws on March 8th, it
allowed the NLD to reopen more than 100
offices.

New Delhi –
Burmese pro-
democracy leader
Aung San Suu Kyi
underwent a suspected
heart check-up at
Rangoon General
Hospital (RGH) on the
evening of Sunday
April 11th, National
League for Democracy
(NLD) party leaders
have confirmed.

Party spokesman
Nyan Win told Mizzima
that details were
sketchy. “We don’t
know yet in detail. But we know that she
underwent a medical check-up and
examination by doctors and then she went
back home. We have just learned about
it,” he said.

However, party Central Executive
Committee (CEC) member Win Tin had
more information after speaking to her
family physician. “We heard from Dr. Tin
Myo Win that her health condition was
good but that she was taken on Sunday
night to RGH (Rangoon General Hospital)
and was checked with cardiac medical
equipment for about 45 minutes. But if it
was for an ECG test it could have been
done at her home,” he surmised.

“I heard Aung San Suu Kyi was
suffering from a gastric problem and is
on medicine. Maybe the side effect of the
medicine was making her dizzy. I too ha ve
heard Dr. Tin Myo Win took an ECG
machine to her home,” Win Tin continued.

“Aung San Suu Kyi is a sparse eater.
So, she could have developed gastric and
had to take medicines. But, I think her
illness is not serious,” he added.

The clinical examinations included an
ECG test at RGH on Sunday night from
9:15 p.m. to 9:30 p .m., after which she
was transported back to her lakeside
home.

Suu Kyi has heart tests in hospital

Dr. Tin Myo
Win had taken
c a r d i a c
m o n i t o r i n g
equipment to
her home and
checked her
heart on April
8th, in what was
her second
check-up for the
month. Aung
San Suu Kyi
receives a
routine check-up
at her home on
the f irst

Thursday of every month and additional
checks when necessary.

She recently told her lawyers when
they visited her home to discuss her legal
cases that she was being administered
medicine for low blood pressure and
gastric disease. She has also suffered
from leg cramps since last May.

“When we met her last Wednesday
and discussed matters we didn’t think that
she was ill. But she told us she felt dizzy
and had low blood pressure. We informed
the authorities about her health. They in
turn inf ormed her family doctor. We have
heard Dr. Tin Myo Win examined her but
we are not aware of the detai ls,” lawyer
Kyi Win commented.

Dr. Tin Myo Win was unavailable for
further comment when contacted by
phone.

The Nobel Peace Laureate was
charged last May with breach of her
house arrest terms over US citizen John
Yettaw’s uninvited visit to her vi lla after
he swam across Inya Lake in Rangoon. A
trial court sentenced her to three-years
jail last August over the mat ter, with junta
leader Senior General Than Shwe
subsequently commuting her sentence to
18 months and ordering that it be served
under house arrest.

Myint Maung

Myo Thein
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Washington’s delicate dance
with Burma’s generals

Bangkok – A senior
American diplomat is expected to
visit Burma in the near future to
try to kick -start Washington’s
lagging engagement policy with
the junta, according to
government officials in the
Burmese capital.

US Assistant Secretary of
State for East Asian and Pacific
Affairs Kurt Campbell is to arrive
after Chinese Premier Wen
Jiabao’s visit in mid-April, said
officials in Naypyitaw. However,
senior US officials have dismissed
the information as merely rumor.

“Neither Kurt Campbell nor I
plan to visit Burma next week,”
Campbell’s deputy, Scot Marciel,
told Mizzima. “We’ve said publicly
that we have been working to
find dates that would work for
another visit, but nothing has
been scheduled.”

“We are keen to get there
and we have been talking to the
Burmese about a visit, various
dates have been discussed, but
as of today we don’t have any
set dates,” he added.

Nevertheless, the regime
seems keen for the diplomats to
revisit after their last trip to
Burma in November.

When dates are finalized,
this would be the US diplomat’s
second visit since US Secretary
of State Hillary Rodham Clinton
announced a change in US policy
towards the junta last year – one
of maintaining sanctions, but
addit ionally engaging the
generals in a dialogue.

Campbell is expected to meet
detained pro-democracy leader
Aung San Suu Kyi, other National
League for Democracy (NLD)
leaders, representatives of ethnic
groups and key regime officials.

Though he failed to see junta
leader Senior General Than Shwe
on his previous visit, he is
expected to meet him this time,
according to senior military
sources. The credibility of the
forthcoming elections and the
NLD’s decision against running
wil l  reportedly feature
prominently during the envoy’s
talks with both the government
and the opposition.

“We certainly are very
concerned about the election laws
and the situation facing the NLD,”
Marciel said. “The laws put the
opposition in a very difficult
position.”

Washington has already
taken a hardline on the polls and
dismissed them as neither free
nor fair, claiming the pr ocess

could be neither credible nor
inclusive while more than 2,000
political prisoners remained in jail
and Aung San Suu Kyi barred from
taking part, stress successive
statements by US diplomats and
government officials.

“Burma’s new election laws
are a step backwards,” Marciel,
who is also the US envoy to
ASEAN, told an Asia-Pacific
security seminar in Washington in
early April. “They are effectively
preventing the main opposition
party from participating. This is the
opposite of the path towards
national reconciliation.”

Campbell’s visit was originally
scheduled for March 11th and 12th
during his extended trip to Asia in
preparation for the US president’s
planned visit to the region. But this
was cancelled at very short notice,
just before he was to arrive and
without reasons given, senior
Burmese officials said.

One of the main reasons
proffered is that the US diplomat
wanted to avoid being caught in
the same embarrassing position
as Senator Jim Webb had found
himself on his groundbreaking visit
in August. He was allowed to
escort out of the country convicted
US citizen John Yettaw, who was
seriously ill. The Vietnam veteran
had swum across Rangoon’s Inya
Lake to Aung San Suu Kyi’s house
and entered uninvited, which
resulted in the opposition leader
being sentenced to three years’
hard labor for breaking the
conditions of her house arrest.

The US government in recent
months had taken up the case of
the American citizen and Burmese
pro-democracy activist Nyi Nyi
Aung, who was sentenced to five
years in jail after being arrested
at Rangoon airport in September.
He was an 88 Generation student
leader who American consulate
officials had visited regularly.
“Campbell cancelled his visit at the
last moment because he did not
want to be ‘Yettawed’,” said a
former US diplomat, declining to
be named.

A week after the trip was
cancelled the Burmese junta
released Nyi Nyi Aung and allowed
him to take a flight back to the
US. Burmese state-run media
announced the early release was
because of the junta’s “friendship”
with the US government.

“This goodwill gesture by the
generals may be a key reason that
Campbell’s trip is back on,”
remarked a former US diplomat.
“It is being seen as a sign that the
junta is prepared to take
engagement with Washington
more seriously, as the last trip
was an absolute disaster.”

The envoy’s planned visit
comes at a crucial time, just after
the NLD announced that the
country’s unjust electoral laws
made it impossible for the party
to re-register and contest the
elections.

Many countries, including the
US, have strong reservations
about the NLD’s decision, or at
least the timing of it. Existing
political parties have until early
next month to r egister. “This is
Aung San Suu Kyi’s second
biggest mistake of all time,” a
Bangkok-based senior European
diplomat who deals with Burma
told Mizzima. “It’s a decision that
has condemned the NLD to
oblivion.”

Privately, senior members of
the US State Department have
also voiced frustration with the
NLD’s election decision, according
to Asian diplomats who have
discussed the issue with their
American counterparts.

But it is unclear whether
Campbell intends to try to
convince Aung San Suu Kyi to take
a more nuanced stance on
registration and participation in
the election.

One option that may be
discussed is that at this stage the
NLD does not have to fully reveal
its hand. Under the electoral laws,
it could apply for its existing
registration to continue by lodging
a Nga-1 application with the
electoral commission. This would
require it to name only two of its
top officers: chairman Aung Shwe
and vice-chairman Tin Oo. It
would not have to declare its
acceptance of the 2008
constitution nor expel any of its
members currently serving jail
terms.

The party would have 90 days
after the acceptance of its
registration to provide the list of
party members. The electoral
commission would then have to
individually challenge those
members it felt failed to comply
with the regulations.

“This … would give the NLD
the initiative and put the ball in
the regime’s court,” a Burmese
legal expert said. “The NLD could
still decide at the end of the 90-
day period to dissolve, or to submit
party lists including those in
prison, forcing the regime to
deregister them.”

Campbell will certainly be
renewing US concerns directly
with junta leaders about the
questionable freedom, fairness
and credibility of the polls. And if
there is any room to maneuver,
the US diplomat is well placed to
exploit it.

Than Shwe is concerned
about the already mounting global
opposition to the elections, a
process by which he wants to give
a measure of legitimacy to the
civilianized government that
emerges. Already many Asian
countries are publicly and
privately raising their concerns
with the regime.

But there will be no easy
solutions. Any concessions, which
could lead to an inclusive and
credible electoral process, will be
hard to wring out of the regime.
Campbell’s trip will re-emphasize
Washington’s commitment to
engaging the junta. But it was
never going to be easy, Marciel
confided to Mizzima in Bangkok
in November.

“We predicted it would be a
long and difficult process, and
unfortunately we wer e right,”
Marciel recently emphasized.

Larry Jagan

Rangoon –  Turnout at the
“Lifestyle and IT 2010” exhibition,
which started on April 28th at the
Tatmadaw (Armed Forces) Hall
in Rangoon, witnessed an 80
percent drop in visitor numbers
compared with other trade fairs
held this year, organizers say.

About 10,000 visitors
registered on the first day of the
four-day show, while previous
fairs this year saw 50,000
participants daily, said a staff
member of the organizing
agency, Milky Way International.

“We arranged detailed
security measures for this
exhibition. I think the people were

scared after recent bomb blasts.
Even on the opening day, only
few visitors came,” the Milky Way
staff member expanded.

There were more than 100
exhibitions by more than 50
companies, displaying computer
goods, electrical appliances,
furniture, clothes, foodstuffs and
general merchandise.

Due to the low visitor
turnout, a number of company
representatives said the show
would be unprofitable and that
they would probably not cover
costs.

“I think the bomb threat has
driven people away from

Bomb scare drastically
reduces trade fair attendance

Myo Thein

Ethnic alliance vows to
continue armed struggle

KNU troops at the 60th anniversary of the party along the Thai-
Burmese border in 2009.

Chiang Mai – In a major
development that may lead to
fresh conflict between armed
ceasefire groups and the Burmese
Army, the National Democratic
Front (NDF) has declared that it
will join hands to attack the junta
on multiple fronts.

“The flames of civil war will
be fuelled. We are discussing
amongst ourselves to open many
frontlines around the country if
the junta opens even one,”
warned Mai Phone Kyaw, General
Secretary of the NDF.

Ethnic continued on page 10

Bomb scare continued on page 4


