October 2010

Burma goes to the
polls on Nov. 7th -
complete election

coverage next
month

Campaigning for the
2010 elections draws
to a close

pages 2 & 3

Working for change
within Burma's elec-
toral process

page 7

Tensions rise be-
tween Burma Army
and ethnic militias

page 11

Cartoon
Sai Mayku

page 12

Subscribe now f

Mizzima
Monthly Journal

For subscriptions
please contact
MIZZIMA NEWS
PO.Box. 31,
Chiang Mai University
Chiang Mai - 50202
Thailand.
(or)
Flat No. 1, 63C,
Ibrahimpur Road, Jadavpur
Kolkata - 700032India.
(on)
Mizzima Journal
Regional Representative

E-mail:

editor@mizzima.com
mizzima@mizzima.com

eb: WWW.mizzima.com
WWW.mizzima.tv

Mizzima

WWW.Mmizzima.com, wwwmizzima.tv

MoNTHY JOURNAL
Vol.8 No. 10

Pressure to form commission of inquiry mounts
UN asked to investigate crimes against humanity in Burma

Confronted by a Burmese
government staunch in their
unwillingness to alter political
processes, opposition groups are
finding strength in the growing
number of foreign governments
speaking out in support of a UN
commission of inquiry into crimes
against humanity and war crimes
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committed in Burma.

As of September 28th, eleven
countries — France, Canada, the
Netherlands, New Zealand, the
United States, United Kingdom,
Czech Republic,
Australia, Lithuania and Hungary
— have announced their support
for such a commission.

Than Shwe seeks Chinese support
for Burmese elections
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Chlnese President Hu Jintao (left) and Burma's Than Shwe oversee an honour
guardin Beijing during the Burmese leader’s recent state visit to China.

Khaing Kyaw Mya

New Delhi— Burmese junta
leader Than Shwe’s five-day visit
to China in the second week of
September was designed to cull
support for ensuing national

elections and to boost economic
ties between the nations,
according to an Indian policy
analyst.

The September journey was
the authoritarian’s leader’s first

Than Shwe continued on page 8
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Ataregular session of the UN
Human Rights Council in March,
the UN Special Rapporteur for
Human Rights in Burma, Tomas
Ojea Quintana, formally urged the
UN to consider the possibility of
establishing a commission of
inquiry into alleged crimes
against humanity and war crimes
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committed by the regime.

Several notable institutions
and individuals, including Harvard
Law School and Archbishop
Desmond Tutu, subsequently
rallied to the call.

In his report submitted earlier

Pressure continued on page 5

Gender and the 2010 election

Ye Maung & Khin Pyu Win

An increasing volume of
research links gender equality to
better development outcomes in
health, education and economic
performance. Indeed, societies
with greater equality between
women and men, girls and boys,
are healthier, safer and overall,
more prosperous.

Without a clear agenda to
address women’s inequality, the
new Hluttaw (parliament) will
struggle to address Burma'’s key
development challenges.

Meanwhile, interviews with
candidates and young women
voters reveal a big gap in
understanding the problems and
issues facing Burmese women
and what needs to be done to
address them. Many parties
appear ill-prepared to address the
challenge of gender inequality.

Women in leadership

According to the Gender-
related Development Index,
Burma underperforms in women
in leadership and political
decision-making roles. In fact,
some prominent women allege
women'’s leadership is rare
across all sectors of society.

A female industrialist
working in the fisheries and
aquaculture sector gave a
possible reason for the disparity,

Gender continued on page 8



October 2010

Election 2010

Vol.8 No. 10

Party leaders predict USDP to dominate all assemblies

Chiang Mai — August 30th was the
final date for political parties to submit
candidate lists to the Burmese junta’s
electoral watchdog. Most parties predicted
that the Union Solidarity and Development
Party (USDP) would emerge from the
polling with the most candidates elected
following nationwide elections on
November 7th.

Although the exact numbers of each
party’s candidates remain unknown, the
junta-backed USDP will have sufficient
resources to contest all constituencies,
according to a party spokesperson.

Parties have condemned the short
period given by the Union Election
Commission (UEC) to submit their lists and
the high cost for each candidate’s
registration fee. These factors, they said,
meant they were unable to run as many
party members as they had desired.

The USDP reportedly benefited from
a huge campaign war chest derived from
funds inherited from its precursor
organisation, the Union Solidarity and
Development Association (USDA). These
finances, rival parties contend, meant it
had more than enough money to run
candidates and pay them to take part in
the elections, providing the USDP a massive
advantage.

While some found it hard to predict
the poll outcome, others said there would
be no seats for opposition lawmakers in
the post-poll parliaments.

Democratic Party chairman Thu Wai,
who will contest a Mingalataungnyunt
Township seat in Rangoon Division,
predicted that even if the USDP was
challenged in the assemblies it would
realize an overwhelming majority in votes.

“There can be many debates in the
future parliaments, but the party that has
the majority of members will have the
upper hand,” he told Mizzima.

The Democratic Party will concentrate
on seats in the People’s Assembly Fifty
candidates from the party will contest in
Rangoon, Mandalay, Irrawaddy,
Tenasserim and Regu Divisions and in Mon
and Arakan States, he said.

Junta continues to

Myint Maung

New Delhi— Wiretapping by Burmese
authorities is reportedly on the rise,
prominent politicians say, as the country’s
first national election in two decades draws
ever nearer.

Dr. Aye Tha Aung, a secretary of the
Committee Representing the People’s
Parliament (CRPP), a group linked with the
opposition victors from the 1990 general
election, told Mizzima that politicians have
encountered difficulties during phone
conversations because of junta
wiretapping.

He said some phone exchange officials
told him the tapping of politicians phones
had been going on since former prime
minister Khin Nyunt was intelligence chief,
a post he was removed from in 2004.

“When we are on the phone the sound
level is usually very low, but sometimes |
hear an echo and notice that the sound is
different from that of normal phone
conversations,” Aye Tha Aung said. “Our
lines have been tapped in the past and
authorities are still using illegal phone taps
ahead of the election. We need to depend
on the phone to contact wi th the media.”

Sai Ai Pao, chairman of the Shan
Nationalities Democratic Party, also known
as the White Tiger Party, told Mizzima in a
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N Party Name Confesting Seafs
Union Solidarity and Development Party 1134
2 r: National Unity Party 999
3 National Democratic Force 164
4 Shan Nationals Democratic Party 156
5 Union of Myanmar Federation of
National Politics 51
47
44
8 Chin Progressive Party 39
88 Gener ation Student Youths
(Union of Myanmar) 38
Kayin People Party 38
All Mon Region Democracy Party 32
New Era People's Party 30
Peace and Democracy Party 9
Difference and Peace Party 7
United Democratic Party 7
Kaman National Progressive Party 6
Union of Democracy Party 3

Leading parties ranked by number of seats contested in 2010 election.

While National Democratic Force (NDF)
chairman Dr. Than Nyein agreed that most
of the members of the parliaments would
be from the USDR he said they might sti ll
sometimes lose assembly votes.

“The opposition may sometimes have
the chance of winning because the MPs

bug politician phon
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telephone interview that his line is also
being tapped.

A media pundit from Rangoon
commented, “The authorities tap the
phone lines of members of the opposition,
businessmen, journalists and writers. In
fact, they have recorded all incoming and
outgoing phone calls to and from Burma.”

Many politicians inside Burma estimate
that invasions of their privacy are
increasing in the run-up to the national
elections.

will need to consider the will of the people
in their constituencies. Moreover, if the bill
on the assembly floor is obviously fair, they
may not oppose it...to avoid losing face;
he surmised.

Thirty-four NDF candidates will contest
seats in the National Assembly with an

Phanida

Chiang Mai — The Kachin State
Progressive Party (KSPP) on September
25th announced its formal dissolution, after
the junta’s electoral watchdog rejected its
registration and in the face of continued
military intelligence harassment, the
party’s secretary has said.

The party, formed with 39 central
committee members including Dr. Manam
Tu Ja, was prevented from standing in
Burma’s first election in 20 years by the
Union Election Commission (UEC).

“We will cease [the existence of] our
party,” party secretary Tu Raw said.

Around 14 party leaders had tried to
stand for polls as independent candidates,
but the UEC rejected all of their
candidatures, reports said.

However, Waw Thar from the Lasang
Awng Wa Peace Group (LAWPG), was
accepted by UEC to stand in Waimaw
constituency two. The faction led by
Colonel Lasan Awng Wah broke from the
Kachin Independence Organisation (KIO)
last October and accepted the junta’s
proposal of conversion into the Border
Guard Forces under Burmese Army
command.

Regime leaders including Minister of
Industry (1) Aung Thaung had accused
KSPP leaders of continuing links with the
KIO ceasefire group, allegations that
Kachin leaders denied, saying the KSPP
leaders in question had already officially

additional 112 and 16 candidates
contesting in the People’s and State and
Divisions assembles, respectively.
However, chairman Than Nyein will not be
taking part in the election due to poor
health.

The chairman of the Shan Nationalities
Democratic Party (SNDP), or White Tiger
Party, Sai Aik Paung, said he could not
predict which party would win the majority
of seats in the assemblies. The party’s 157
candidates will contest seats in Shan and
Kachin States and Sagaing and Mandalay
Divisions.

“In the 1990 election the National Unity
Party (NUP), one of the junta-backed
parties, contested in every constituency,
but they failed. So, the result also depends
on the people’s desires,” Sai Aik Paung
prospered.

Apart from the junta-backed USDP and
NUR parties will avoid contesting in the
states of ethnic minorities because they
know the people will vote for parties
formed by their ethnic groups, according
to Sai Aik Paung.

Similarly, a party spokesman from the
88 Generation Student Youth (Union of
Myanmar) and Union of Myanmar
Federation of National Politics (UMFNP)
also predicted the USDP would win an
overwhelming majority seats in the
elections. Nonetheless, thirty-eight
candidates from the 88 Generation Student
party and 50 UMFNP candidates are in the
running.

To limit opposition party candidate
numbers, the junta increased the
registration fee and reduced the time
allowed for parties to submit their
candidate lists, UMFNP chairman Aye Lwin
said.

“They have the power, so they can do
as they wish. They limited the number of
candidates from opposition parties so they
will win easily against such weakened
competition,” he estimated.

There are 330 seats up for grabs in
the People’s Assembly 168 in the National
Assembly and 660 in the States and Regions
assemblies, for a total of 1,158 seats.

é@PP dissolves over denied registration, junta harassment

1.8, 8. ¢

resigned their KIO posts.

A member of the Kachin Consultative
Committee said that the decision to dissolve
also came after harassment by Military
Affairs Security (military intel ligence) staff.

“Military intelligence personnel asked
them [party members] various questions,
such as with whom they were contacting
and working with, in fear of their
opposition. So we will officially announce
the party is no more. It's better to dissolve
itas we can't do anything with this party,”
he told Mizzima.

The UEC's rejection of registering the
KSPP gives the junta-supported National
Unity Party (NUP) a major advantage, a
local resident and former KSPP member
told Mizzima.

“They [NUP leaders] might field NUP
candidates in some [local] constituencies
under these circumstances’ the r esident
said.

Nine candidates from the United
Democratic Party of Kachin State (UDPKS)
will contest in various Hluttaw (parliament)
constituencies. The UDPKS is deemed an
ally of the junta-backed Union Solidarity
and Development Party (USDP).
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Burma’s electoral body formally dissolves

NLD
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A man exits NLD headquarters in Rangoon on September 15, 2010, the day after
Burma's Union Election Commission formally dissolved it and five other political

parties. Photo: Mizzima.

Chiang Mai — The junta’s electoral
committee, on September 14th, declared
the National League for Democracy (NLD)
dissolved, according to a report on state-
run television.

“The NLD and other five political parties
were dissolved from today (September
14th),” a NLD member told Mizzima via
phone.

“It [the Union Election Commission,
UEC] also announced that existing political
parties could conduct electoral campaigns
by using state-run radio, newspapers and
the Myawaddy TV station. But there are
many restrictions on how parties run such
campaigns; he added.

Some NLD leaders and members
reached by Mizzima said they had expected
such a move for a while, ever since Aung
San Suu Kyi's party decided against
contesting the nationwide elections on
November 7th.

“I was not amazed. They have
constantly tried to attack our party in the
past, so the news did not cause us great

Rangoon mayor pushes city staff to vote USD

Rangoon Mayor Aung Thein Lin

Rangoon — The mayor of Burma’s
former capital has told departmental heads
to push municipal staff to cast their votes
in favour of the main junta-backed party
in polls set for November 7th, city
employees said.

Rangoon Mayor Aung Thein Lin told
municipal chiefs to hold special meetings
in their departments to pass on his
message that city civil servants should vote
for the Union Solidarity and Development
Party (USDP), of which he is a high-ranking
member, according to a municipal work er.

“But, it's not the desire of the
departmental heads. They just pass the
message on to the employees. They will
have to collect advance votes, all of which
will go to the USDR” the municipal of ficial
said, on condition of anonymity.

The former brigadier general is
chairman of Rangoon City Development
and a central executive committee member

surprise,” NLD vice-chairman Tin Oo said.
“Anyway, all of our part y members remain
united in carrying out our tasks.”

The party previously cited its
opposition to elections by referencing the
unfairness of the 2008 constitution,
electoral laws governing the polls and the
lack of inclusion of opposition groups and
ethnic minorities in the process as
justification for its refusal in taking part in
the polling.

Nyan Win, a NLD central executive
committee member and one of Suu Kyi's
lawyers, furthered, “That's [the UEC’s
announcement] not strange, and is in
accordance with the junta’s electoral
laws.”

“We’'d heard that the electoral
commission announced the NLD’s
dissolution but, as | understand it, the UEC
has neither the right to take that decision
nor make such an announcement. It only
has the right to decide the fates of the
parties that r egistered with it,” he added.

of the Rangoon Division USDPHe will stand
for election in the South Okkalapa
Township constituency.

The mayor reportedly utilized the same
tactic ahead of the 2008 constitutional
referendum.

“In the 2008 referendum we had to
castvotes in advance; a city engineer said.
“We didn't need to go to polling booths. In
the forthcoming election | heard that
authorities will do the same thing. | live in
Insein municipal housing, but they [USDP
members] told me | didn’t have to go to
the Insein polling station [for the
constitutional referendum]. They said they
would collect our votes.”

Municipal employees live in city
housing in Insein, Sanchaung,
Kyeemyindaing, Mingalar Taungnyunt,
Tamway and Botahtaung townships.

There are 21 departments in the
Rangoon municipality and departmental
heads were required to join the USDP as
members to keep their jobs. The
municipality has about 3,000 employees
and nearly all are eligible voters, of which
authorities have started to compile lists.

The USDP has filed a total of more than
1,100 candidates to contest seats in the
People’s Assembly the National Assembly
and the States and Regions Assemblies in
the forthcoming election, making it the
largest party.

With 975 registered candidates, the
National Unity Party (NUP), linked with the
Burma Socialist Programme Party of the
Ne Win era, is the second largest.

Among the 47 political parties that
have applied for registration, the electoral
commission has approved 42, while 32
have submitted lists of party members.

Mandalay and Shan NLD support

election boycott

Salai Han Thar San

New Delhi - Sympathetic residents
from Mandalay Division and Shan State
have agreed to boycott the junta’s
forthcoming election, in line with central
National League for Democracy (NLD) party
policy, the opposition group announced on
September 13th.

The week previously, NLD central
executive committee member Ohn Kyaing
and colleagues met grass-roots members
from 25 townships in Mandalay Division
and six townships in Shan State.

“Not only grass-roots members of the
party, but also many outsiders agreed to
support our party’s decision to boycott the
election,” Ohn Kyaing told Mizzima.

Central executive committee member
Khin Htay Kywe, central committee member
Nan Khin Htwe Myint, Kyi Win and NLD youth
chief Myo Nyunt accompanied Ohn Kyaing
on the trip. They met citizens at sites in
Mandalay and the Shan town of Lashio.

During talks, the NLD leaders explained
why the party decided to boycott the
election, the attitude and messages of party
general secretary Aung San Suu Kyi and
the people’s right to boycott the election
in accordance with the junta’s own

electoral laws, he said.

“After we held discussions with
township NLD leaders, they told us they
would pass our message on to the party’s
grass roots so [they] could in turn explain
itto the people,” he said.

The NLD, on August 19th, announced
an official boycott of the forthcoming
election, arguing that the junta’s 2008
constitution and 2010 electoral laws are
one-sided and unjust.

Following the party’s official decision,
party vice-chairman Tin Oo and colleagues
visited six townships in Irrawaddy Division,
after which residents also agreed to
support the boycott.

Also, from June 12th to early August,
NLD leaders visited about 200 townships
in Kachin, Karen, Mon, Arakan and
southern Shan States as wel as Mandalay,
Magway and Sagaing Divisions to explain
the party’s decision to boycott the election.

“It's very good that party leaders
visited townships across the country to
meet the grass roots of the party. Most
party members from my township like the
decision of the NLD of achieving democracy
through a campaign of social work and civil
resistance; Myo Naing, a NLD member
from Mandalay, said.

Six-party coalition to join forces on ethnic issues
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Opposition politicians meet to discuss electoral cooperation on October 2 at Rangoon's

KK Restaurant

Salai Tun

New Delhi — Six Rangoon-based
political parties have agreed to increase
cooperation ahead of next month’s general
election in the hope of enhancing their
prospects at the polls.

Around 30 leaders representing the
Union Democratic Party (UDP), National
Democratic Force (NDF), Rakhine
Nationalities Development Party (RNDP),
Shan Nationalities Democratic Party
(SNDP), Chin National Party and
Democracy and Peace Party on October 2¢
formally entered into the alliance.

Details of the pact were disclosed on
October 7. A key component of the
common platform is support for the right
to self-determination for Burma’'s
numerous ethnic groups.

“We will co-operate fully with ethnic
people. We respect their right to self-
determination and will promote racial
equality. Candidates from our alliance will

band together in conducting electoral
campaigns; NDF party leader Khin Maung
Swe told Mizzima.

He added, “In the future, we will
cooperate to introduce a system in which
ruling power and law-making power can
maintain the balance of power. We will
cooperate in working for the people in the
future parliament. We also agreed to
establish joint negotiation and
management committees.”

Symbolising the spirit of co-operation,
NDF and UDP leaders, including Khin Maung
Swe and UDP secretary Thein Tin Aung,
each attended the opening ceremonies of
both parties’ offices in Pegu (Bago) Division
on the morning of October 7 ™.

“A NDF ofice was opened in Regu. The
UDP also opened an office in Pegu. An
American diplomat attended the
ceremonies,” Khin Maung Swe added.

The six parties intend to field a total
of 396 candidates to contest the election
on November 7.
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Burmese petition India for release of freedom fighte

Mizzima football team members presenting copies of a Solidarity Football program
published by the Solidarity Committee for Burma's Freedom Fighters to the 34 Burmese
freedom fighters at Presidency Jail in Kolkata on April 28, 2008. Photo: Zau Shan/Mizzima.

Khaing Kyaw Mya

New Delhi— The Burmese community
in New Delhi, in a fervent appeal letter, has
urged India’s National Human Rights
Commission (NHRC) and the Chief Minister
of West Bengal to immediately release 34
Burmese freedom fighters languishing in
a Kolkata jail.

Those detained have been
incarcerated in jails in India since February
1998. And though their trial drew to a
conclusion in July of this year, the execution
of justice remains elusive.

More than 1,000 Burmese refugeesin
New Delhi, Burmese NGOs and the Burmese
Community Resource Centre (BCRC) signed
the letter, a copy of which is in Mizzima's
possession.

“We will hand over the letter by hand
during the three parties meeting (UNHCR,
Burmese representatives and NHRC). The
meeting will be held very soon, we are
waiting for their [NHRC's] response; said
Dr. Tint Swe, a representative of the
Burmese Community in New Delhi and
elected Member of Parliamentin Burma’s
1990 general election.

Burmese are requesting Indian
authorities to allow the 34 Burmese
detainees to travel to the Indian capital for
further formalities with the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees and to
allow them to live with Burmese refugees
in New Delhi.

“We want National Human Rights
Commission intervention because we see
that the NHRC is really powerful and very
effective because of their intervention in
the early years [of the case] preventing
the 34 from being deported to Burma,”
elaborated Dr. Tint Swe.

The call for their release comes after
the case was settled in July of this year,
with those accused agreeing to enter into
plea bargaining with the prosecuting
agency, the Central Bureau of | nvestigation
(CBI).

After a series of hearings from May to
July, judge Uday Chandra Nag of the City
Sessions Court in Kolkata on July 12th
pronounced a judgment of a fine of 6,000
rupees (US$1 = 46.5 rupees) each.

The 34 Burmese then moved the court
for the return of their bai | money, 340,000
rupees in total, deposited in early 1999.
However, the motion w as denied.
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“We applied for the bail money which
the 34 had deposited as security bond in
the nineties, but the court rejected the
motion. We are filing the petition again
with the High Court,” said lawyer Anil
Sharma, who is handling the case.

Khyrul Anam, the Superintendent of
Presidency Jail in Kolkata where the 34 are
presently lodged, told Mizzima that the
Burmese would be released once the fine
money is paid.

“After completion of the pr ocedure of
fine payment they will be released. This is
the rule. As they have not deposited the
fine money, they should stay in jail,” said
the Superintendent.

However, when further pressed by
Mizzima, he said he also requires an order
from the government as to where to send
the Burmese before they can be released.

He said that as foreigners who do not
want to be deported to their own country ,
prison authorities have to receive orders
from New Delhi as to where they will go.

The 34 Burmese, members of the
National United Party of Arakan (NUPA) and
the Karen National Union (KNU), received
consideration certificates by the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
in November 2009.

The India-based Arakan National
Council (ANC) says it wants the matter to
be brought before the Indian Parliament
and other organizations, including the
United Nations.

“They have suffered the maximum
punishment and | want strong action as
soon as possible to release them. | am
disappointed with the largest democracy
in the world (India) regarding the actions
against patriotic freedom fighters,” ANC
President Ashin Ariyavansha argued.

A Burma-born former Indian military
intelligence officer, Lieutenant Colonel
Grewal, betrayed the Burmese in 1998.
Having offered the Burmese shelter on
Landfall Island in the Andaman and Nicobar
Islands, he instead shot dead six of their
leaders.

The remaining freedom fighters spent
the first six years of their imprisonment
without trial. It was only in 2004, after
Indian human rights lawyer Nandita Haksar
petitioned the Supreme Court of India, that
an order eventually arrived in September
2006 stipulating a trial be conducted in
Kolkata on a day-to-day basis. The
subsequent trial began in January 2007 and
ended in July of this year.

P K&w Mon

continued from page 11

bear on local people’s militia outside the
terms of the ceasefire agreement
reached with the juntain 1995. Howev er,
the NMSP has thus far defied the junta’s
pressure and ultimatums.

Early in September, former
Southeast Command chief Major General
Thet Naing Win threatened the NMSP that
its troops would be regarded as
insurgents if they failed to surrender their
arms.

The NMSP has continued to reject
all junta pressure and responded that
they would like to resolve political issues
only through political means and would
continue negotiations with the
government elected on November 7th.

They have also rejected participation in
the polls.

The junta answered by imposing tight
restrictions on NMSP movement, asking
them to report itineraries in advance, the
retired Mon colonel said.

Junta troops near Mon-controlled
areas comprise 10 battalions under the
Yay-based Miitary Operations Command
No. 19 and five battalions under the control
of Thaton-based artillery division No. 606.
However, no significant junta tr oop
movements have been seen, a source
said.

The NMSP and the MNLA were created
in 1958 from a Mon separatist group, the
Mon People’s Front. They have controlled
the eastern hills of Mon State and portions
of Tenasserim Division since 1949.

Thai PM urges ‘inclusive process’
following Burmese polls

General Thein Sein during the 15th Asean Summit at the Thai resort town of Hua
Hin in October 2009.

Thea Forbes

Chiang Mai — Thai Prime Minister
Abhist Vejjajiva has called for the Burmese
junta to initiate a more inclusive process
after the nation’s first general elections in
20 years on November 7", according to a
reportin The Washington Post

Abhisit was talking to the Posta day
before attending the United Nations
General Assembly in New York at the end
of September.

He characterised the Burmese
elections as the first step in a continuing
process and challenged widely held
skepticism over the extent of change
possible from the military regime after its
controversial vote.

“Realistically, nobody expected that
just having these elections would shift
things...l think it should be seen as a first
step. Whether that step is big enough
depends on your expectations and
perspective on things,” Abhisit told the Post.

The Thai prime minister added, “For
us, what is important is that once they go
ahead, they lead to a more inclusive
process which would lay the foundation for
further steps and also for reconciliation
with the minority groups”

Thailand has an interest in the
regime’s reconciliation with minority groups
as the porous nature of the Thai-Burmese
border has meant the migration of
hundreds of thousands of refugees and
workers into Thailand over the past two
decades.

On whether detained pro-democracy
leader Aung San Suu Kyi and her National
League for Democracy (NLD) party could
regain their stance in the public arena, he
iterated, “They [the junta leaders] should
do all they can to open up the pr ocess”

Suu Kyi is a Nobel Peace laureate who
has spent 15 of the last 21 years in some
form of detention since her party’s
landslide victory in 1990 elections. Last
month, she had advised members of her
now-defunct party not to vote in the
election. Some ethnic groups under
ceasefire have also welcomed NLD calls
for a boycott.

Along with her party, ethnic minorities,
monks, students, human rights groups and
many Western governments have
denounced the polls as a sham. Criticism
has also been levelled at the elections
because of crippling media censorship of
opposition parties and the exclusion of Suu
Kyi.

Whether the result of the coming
election s likely to lead to a more “inclusive
process” remains to be seen as Burmese
state media has reported that some areas
of five ethnic-minority states (Kachin,
Karenni, Karen, Mon and Shan) were to
be excluded from participating.

The state claims the areas marked for
exclusion lack the appropriate conditions
for a “free and fair” vote, perhaps because
of the power armed ethnic groups such as
the Kachin Independence Organisation and
factions of the Shan State Army wield in
those areas.
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Indian border-state trade envoys tour Burma

Kyaw Mya

New Delhi— Trade ministers from the
four northeastern Indian states bordering
Burma met Burmese trade and investment
delegates in September in the military-
ruled country in a bid to boost border trade
and overcome hurdles, an Indian Chamber
of Commerce official confirmed.

The bilateral meetings organised by
the chamber were held in Rangoon and
Mandalay from September 13th to 16th and
attended by delegates of the Myanmar
(Burma) Federation of Chambers of
Commerce and Industries (UMFCCI) and
Burmese Foreign Affairs Minister Nyan
Win, the chamber official said in Kolkata.

The ministers and Burmese delegates
highlighted border trade problems,
attempted to promote a smoother trade
relationship and sought fresh investments
in each other’s countries, the official
furthered.

“We took representatives of the four
states bordering Burma — Nagaland,
Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur and Mizoram,”
the official said.

The long border area is rife with illegal
and unorganised trade. It is argued that if
the demarcation line is policed and trade
policies streamlined it would help both
countries, especially the northeastern
Indian states, as the area lacks adequate
connectivity and transport infrastructure.

“It's a good opportunity to strengthen
border trade,” the of ficial added.

Anjan Roy, the economic affairs adviser
at the Federation of Indian Chambers of
Commerce and Industries, believes that
improving Indo-Burmese border trade
would help to reduce customs duties as
most of the goods to and from Burma are
currently shipped through Singapore.

“Trade through the northeastern states
will cut the intermediate costs,” Roy
elaborated.

India is closely eyeing Burma'’s rich
natural energy resources and Indian
government corporations such as the Oil
and Natural Gas Corporation and GAIL of
India have secured stakes in gas fields and
onshore pipeline projects in Burma.

The Indo-Burmese border trade
agreement of January 21, 1994 boosted

UMFCCI and Burmese Foreign Affairs
Minister Nyan Win

border trade, formalizing the trade of 22
products, mostly agricultural and primary
commodities.

In 2001, a few items were added to
the list and in recent years the Indo-
Burmese relationship has been
strengthened significantly. On May 12th,
India added 18 categories for import and
export to permitted commaodities, including
bicycle parts, life-saving drugs, fertilizers,
spices, incense sticks, salt and stainless-
steel utensils.

Manipur’s border post is located at
Moreh, opposite Tamu in Burma, while
Mizoram’s gate is at Champhai bordering
Burma’s Chin State. Indo-Burmese trade
road No. 2 opened in 2004, linking
Zokhawthar in Mizoram with Rihkhawdar
in Chin State.

Mizoram mainly imports blankets,
leather shoes, slippers, pharmaceuticals,
fertilizers and livestock such as chickens,
pigs and cows, said Lalrinliana Sailo,
Mizoram Minister of Trade and Commerce,
a member of the delegation that traveled
to Burma.

Meanwhile, Burmese and Thai
ambassadors visited Manipur and Mizoram
from September 19th to 23rd,” S. C.
Sharma Director of DONER said.

According to official statistics, Indo-
Burma bilateral trade touched US$1.19
billion in 2009/2010, a 26.1 percent
increase on the previous fiscal year.

Burmese continued from page 12

his daughter can average 70 to 80 baht
(US$2.30 to US$2.60) a day. Over a
month, provided they work daily, it adds
up to the very low end of a single migrant
factory worker’s salary.

At first, the family scavenged for food
as well. Tins of fish or bits of chicken were
among the recyclables used in meals, but
that has stopped. They can now afford to
buy rice, fried eggs, vegetables and
bamboo. Ironically, no one appears dirty
and most family members’ clothing, while
basic, is noticeably clean.

About 10 metres away is another family
hut, the one with the TB patient, where
another family of six live. One of the sons
has found work at a nearby factory, making
2,400 baht a month. So, with other
members looking for things to sell in the
dump, the family has effectively doubled
itsincome.

The Burmese migrant situation is a
complex and fluid phenomenon, one
indicator of utterly failed politics in what
should be a rich land. Still, some
observations can be made.

Many types of work available to
migrants in the borderlands favour the
young, the strong and the single. The hours
are long and tiring. Those in the dump are
families. And while many Burmese families
live and work in Mae Sot, in the town there
is always rent to be paid, however much
families double up in small, inconvenient

living spaces to reduce the burden.

Further, why were some huts built
upon the garbage mound, rather than
further away, and on soil? The answer
might be that refuse offers, in such a rainy
environment in which such huts could be
quickly washed away, a more stable
foundation allowing for drainage.

Accessibility of the settlement to
outsiders offers a small side benefit. While
media are not supposed to pay for stories,
other visitors, shocked by what they see,
have made small donations to the families
(and larger ones to the school). A generous
Japanese group had been by the week
before. These can provide useful
supplements to family incomes.

To be sure, the environment of the
dump is not healthy; in fact, it is largely
the opposite of healthy. Nor is the possibility
of a sustaining income guaranteed; the
pickings may decline in value or amount
or the authorities may move the people
out.

Children not working in the dump can
receive some education, valuable for the
future, but only up to F ourth Standard. Yet,
those people living in the dump were not
ones who had given up, dying day by day
and merely hoping to stave off the
inevitable. Rather, they appeared to be
survivors, dealing with the hand they had
been dealt and calculating they can master
the environment (to the extent that they
knew how unhealthy it was) and move on
before the environment masters them.

Pressure continued from page 1

this year to the UN’s Human Rights Council,
Quintana assessed, “Given the gross and
systematic nature of human rights
violations in Myanmar [Burma] over a
period of many years, and the lack of
accountability, there is an indication that
those human rights violations are the result
of a state policy that involves authorities
in the executive, military, and judiciary at
all levels”

Benedict Rogers of Christian Solidarity
Worldwide and an author of multiple books
on Burma, adds, “A full international legal
investigation into the regime’s widespread
and systematic use of rape as a weapon
of war, forcible conscription of child
soldiers, use of forced labour, torture,
destruction of villages and killings is much
needed and long overdue. The crisis in
eastern Burma s Asia’s Darfur and cannot
be ignored any longer”

Rogers has written at length on alleged
acts of genocide committed by the
Burmese military and its officer class upon
the ethnic Karen population in eastern
Burma.

In 2004, the UN established a
commission of inquiry to look into alleged
violations committed by the Sudanese
government and its militia allies in the
western region of Darfur. While the
committee confirmed the findings of
widespread rights violations and
recommended the case be referred to the
International Criminal Court, it did not
however find the Khartoum government
guilty of practicing genocide.

Countries supporting the formation of
a commission for Burma have long been
critical of the country’s military
government, with Burmese authorities
believing the eventual interests of the said
governments is nothing short of the
overthrow of the present government.

However, as sanctions and cals for
dialogue have thus far failed to achieve
the goals of opposition forces and their
allies, the realization of a commission of
inquiry into crimes against humanity
committed by Burmese officials has
witnessed rapid growth in support ahead
of Burma’s November 7th general election.

With Burma’s standing military and
recently retired officers widely expected
to dominate any post-election ‘civilian’
government, opposition groups and
sympathetic members of the international
community hope that the findings of a
commission of inquiry could further
discredit the elections and new
government, forcing changes in the
behaviour of Burmese leadership if they

wish to receive international approval.

Critically, there is historical evidence
that a commission of inquiry may not meet
with outright vetoes from some members
of the UN Security Council. In the case of
Darfur, both China and Russia abstained
from referring the issue to a special
prosecutor. It is hoped simi lar action would
be forthcoming regarding a proposed
commission of inquiry for Burma, a country
in which Beijing especially maintains
significant interests.

The behaviour of China and Russia
concerning the formation of a commission
of inquiry is, howev er, also emblematic of
the limited scope a commission has in
realizing any findings and
recommendations acted upon.

Tellingly, the subsequent arrest
warrant issued by the International
Criminal Court for Sudanese President
Omar al-Bashir has thus far lacked effective
enforcement mechanisms, a significant
detraction from the potential impact of a
commission of inquiry. Today, al-Bashir
maintains his position as the country’s
President.

Nonetheless, a commission can, as
with Darfur, be formed by means of the
UN Security Council referring a case to a
special prosecutor. When a case begins this
way, the | nternational Criminal Court
maintains jurisdiction even over crimes
occurring in states that are not parties to
the Rome Statute, such as Burma.

The Rome Statute defines acceptance
of the International Criminal Court. The
Asian region, though, has witnessed by far
the least recognition of the institution,
greatly impacting any expected outcomes
from an inquiry process.

Only Bangladesh and Cambodia, in the
case of South and Southeast Asian
countries, have enacted or drafted
implementing legislation regarding the
International Criminal Court. India, which
in recent years has kept mum regarding
rights abuses in Burma in favor of pursuing
burgeoning economic ties, has long-aired
its disapproval of the International Criminal
Court, claiming ‘crimes against humanity’
are too broad in scope and ill-defined.

In the case of Burma, given the well-
documented list of rights abuses
committed by Burmese authorities and the
armed forces, it can be reasonably
expected that any commission of inquiry
would reach a verdict at least as guilty as
in the case of Sudan and al-Bashir.
However, whether such a verdict would
open up new channels to redress the
country’s political impasse or serve to
merely further polarize the situation
remains open to debate.

Interview  continued from page 6

Burmese military. It needs to mak e itvery
clear that it will not sell any weapons to
Burma. If it makes investments, those
investments must benefit local
communities and must be up to the
international standards of human rights
monitoring. Also, [India should] seek a
long-term growing engagement with
Burmese civil society and | think India can
play a very important role in that support,
not just within communities in Burma but
by including bright and young people out
of India and training them in a number of
different professions. India shouldn’t just
see it [engagement] in terms of self-
interest but in future, long-term [benefits].

Will China have more influence on
Burma in the near future?

| think China has a lot of influence on
the military leadership in Burma. | don’t
think any country has complete influence
over the military regime. | think they play
countries off each other all the time to get
what they want, they’re very skilled in that.

| think that China is probably their most
important bilateral partner at the moment,
but again that could change. That should
be the approach of the West, actually
engaging various levels of Burmese society,
and not necessarily the army, to counter
that influence. The West should at least
provide a bit of competition for China, and
India should do that as well.

Is China providing arms and
ammunition to Burma’s military?

Yes, Chinas been providing weapons
and military training for more than 22
years. They started in 1988 and it’s still
providing a lot of weapons, some are from
the Russians and North Koreans. This is
what is actually fuelling the military
authoritarian system in which the military
expands and recruits more soldiers. So,
every time someone from a different
country sells weapons you're actually
making sure that the military stays in
power. That’s one thing | ndia could do very
clearly, saying, “We will not sell weapons
to the Burmese military atall.”
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Elections ‘a cynical process of fake

regime change’

New Delhi— Human Rights Watch Asia
section senior researcher David Scott
Mathieson describes Burma’s elections in
November as an “elaborate scheme to
ensure future power for the military.”

His comments came after a panel
discussion on Burma and Tibet hosted by
the Foreign Correspondents’ Club of South
Asia in the Indian capital of New Delhi in
early September.

According to the Australian National
University website, the PhD candidate’s
research looks “at the relationship between
civilians and insurgents, conflict
displacement, the political economy of war
and the politics and history of modern
Burma.”

As part of his research and his work
with Human Rights Watch he has
conducted fieldwork in border areas of
Thailand, Burma, Malaysia and India,
spending time working with displaced Shan
communities and refugees along the Thai-
Burmese border.

After a talk that focused primarily on
Burma’s upcoming polls, Mathieson spoke
to Mizzima’s Pamela Sanyal and
Suchetana Paul on a range of issues
surrounding political realities in Burma, the
elections and the conditions under which
they are being held.

Do you think the upcoming
elections will be beneficial for the
people of Burma?

| can’t say that the coming elections
are beneficial for the majority of people in
Burma at all, and in fact the elections are
not really for the people of Burma but for
the military and people close to them to
gain legitimacy. You're seeing a transfer
of the centre of power from serving
military officers to a parliament that is the
same thing. Retired military officers
wearing civilian clothes instead of uniforms
is the same thing. This parliament is all
about preserving the current power
structure, just modified a little bit for the
foreign audience. But | don't think that
many people in Burma will be relieved
because it's not designed to actually
incorporate most people in the country.
Most of the people have been excluded
fromit. So no, | don't think it's going to
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benefit many people at all.

Many activists, NGOs, Western
governments and Burma analysts
have described the upcoming
elections as a sham? What is your
take on this characterisation?

I would call it a sham, a travesty and
a cynical process of fake regime change.
It's an elaborate scheme to ensure future
power for the military.

In what ways does Human Rights
Watch support the struggle for democracy
and human rights in Burma?

We don’t necessarily support the
struggle so much; our job is to document
human rights violations and abuses with
the aim of seeking change. We don’t take
sides and stand by the victims of human
rights violations everywhere. That includes
victims of abuses by the Burmese military
but also victims of abuses by the non-state
armed groups in Burma. We are there to
promote respect for human rights and,
necessarly, respect for democracy is part
of that. Our role is documentation to affect
change.

Why has there been a doubling in
the number of political prisoners since
20077

It's really because you had a group of
people working in different areas in
Rangoon, but also other places of Burma,
who were staging campaigns and
demonstrations against the government.
They were writing letters to [Senior]
General Than Shwe and were doing
demonstrations about declining living
standards related to electricity and poor
health. Basicaly, [they wer e] raising issues
through a lot of people in the country who
were feeling frustrated. The military saw
them always as a threat and realised that
by arresting representatives [from across
the movement’s leadership] it would
decapitate any kind of a emerging social
movementin the country. So, that doubling
was really about a thousand people [who]
represented a broader threat to military
rule because of the potential for broader
society to come behind that kind of
movement. So, basically, the leaders of
an alternative division of Burma are in
prison.

What would you say about Than
Shwe’s recent visit to India and the
signing of the five treaties?

| think it's far more positive for the
Burmese military and certain business
people. They will benefit from it, but
I don't see that it's going to benefit
the people of India that much.
Than Shwe came to India to get
support from the Indian
government and several weeks
later went to China to do pretty
much the same thing. He’s
basically selling off the financial
wealth of Burma to ensure their
[the junta and its leadership] hold
on power and to buy, if not
loyalty, then neutr ality from the
neighbours. That's what he is
achieving by this.

How do you think Human
Rights Watch could try to
help the Burmese people
more?

Our work everywhere is about
documenting serious violations
and following that documentation
and pursuing policy change. We do
a lot of different work on refugee
protection, protection of migrant
workers and the death penalty
[in] really hardcore conflict
areas such as the Congo and
Afghanistan. We’re not a
service delivery organisation,

which makes us a little

different. We don’t provide

tents, blankets and food to

people. We're purely a
research and advocacy
organisation.
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In the last week of September,
Mizzima’s website was targeted by a
Distributed Denial of Service (DDoS)
attack. The assault resulted in the
termination of service of Mizzima’s
primary websites for several days.

Sadly it is an occurrence that is
beginning to take on an aura of
familiarity. Similar attempts at silencing
Burma’s exile media were witnessed on
the one year anniversary of the
September 2007 Saffron Revolution as
well as in the spring of the same year.
Additionally, Burma'’s ruling junta pul led
the plug on the Internet at the time of
its violent suppression against the
protesters three years previously.

Commentators, while quick to point
out that definitive proof of the culprits
behind the cyber war are yet
unconfirmed, remain convinced that it is
a politically motivated crime conducted
at the behest of Burma’s military.

Moreover, with Burma'’s first general
election in twenty years scheduled to
take place in scant weeks, fears are that
the military regime is testing its capability
in stemming the flow of information via
Burma'’s exile media community, as
organizations including Mizzima are
preparing in-depth coverage of the

November 7" polling and its
repercussions.
However, beyond the crude

electronic game of political tug-and-war
looms a much more ominous cloud
when attempting to predict the future
political climate of the country.

The targeting of Burma’'s exile
media, which does for the most part
carry a distinctly varied message to that
of the country’s state-run media, speaks

Cyber war and the quest for unity and power

to the belief that there can be but a single
voice, a single system of values, if Burma
is to preserve its unity.

Yet, governance as an acknowledged
body of legitimacy draws power from its
ability to juggle and entertain competing
values and beliefs, while a doctrine that
proscribes to a singular voice for an
entire people is inherently unstable and
threatening to the unity of the country.

As such, the assessment on the part
of Burma’s military regime regarding the
role of media in a project of
manufacturing unity is made doubly
problematic by the regime’s belief that
it must also remain the dominant
political voice.

If Burma’s military were accepting
of a non-public political position within a
broader spectrum of governance, then
the propagation of the military’s belief
system within a gamut of views on
governance could, at least theoretically,
occupy one of many competing spaces
and serve a positive role.

But, this is patently not the case.
Instead, the regime’s unrelenting drive
for a singular voice in the quest for
national unity, combined with the demand
that the voice be synonymous with the
unchallenged political supremacy, places
the very physical sanctity of the state in
serious jeopardy.

The cyber attacks launched against
Mizzima and Burma’s exile media in late
September are thus emblematic of what
continues to be a skewed assessment on
the part of Burma’s military as to how best
to meet the demands of a unified 21
century state. And unless the misperception
is righted, further insecurity beckons both
Burma and its hostage populace.

Do you think that Burma, as a
divided society, paves the way for
exploitation by the military junta to
justify its repressive rule?

| think successive military regimes
have benefited from deep divisions within
the society. This is not just in terms of the
ethnic differences but also between rich
and poor and between different regions.
People in upper Burma and Burman areas
have very few ideas about what it's like in
Rangoon and other places. So, | think it's
a very simplistic, effective, brutal way of
keeping power in the country ...exploting
divide and rule.

Is it true that many political
prisoners, like those who had won
seats in the last election, are barred
from contesting in the upcoming
election because they propose a
challenge to the military
government?

| think that every political prisoner
poses a challenge on some level to the
junta, that's why they're in prison. Whether
they're from the National League for
Democracy or whether they're people like
Min Ko Naing from various generations of
students and many other people, they are
cross sections of Burmese society who
have chosen to stand up and speak up
[and] that's why they’re in prison. Not
necessarily because of what they've said
but because of what they represent to the
broader society and that is a threat to the
regime. That's why we do a lot of work

trying to promote who these people are
and the disgrace of the way they’ve been
treated. It's not just what's being done to

them, it's what's being done to Burmese
society as well.

Is Human Rights Watch taking any
steps against the military junta?

We don't take steps against anyone,
we document situations as we see them
and we advocate with various
governments, agencies and communities
around the world to improve human rights
situations wherever we find them. We are
completely independent and basically
expose perpetrators of human rights
violations and try to get them ended and
to protect people. Our basic function is the
promotion of human rights around the
world.

Do you think that by signing
agreements with Than Shwe, India is
indirectly supporting military rule?

Yes, merely by doing deals with Than
Shwe and bringing him to India they're
[India’s leaders are] supporting an
authoritarian system. But India’s doing this
for some kind of self-interest, it's not as if
it loves dealing with dictators. They're
doing it to get trade opportunities and
capture the influence from China, which is
emerging and growing in Burma. | think
India could have a better impact in different
ways if a change were to emerge. It could
still invest in and engage with Burma in
far more productive ways for Burmese
people if it just didn’t deal with the

Interview  continued on page 5
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New Delhi— Development adviser Dr.
Khin Zaw Win was arrested in 1993 at
Rangoon International Airport as he was
about to depart for Singapore to submit
his master’s thesis in public policy. Since
his release in 2005 he has conducted social
work and published several research
papers on the subject of democracy.
Because of his activities and writings he
has been criticised by many exile and local
Burmese opposition figures. The criticism
has only escalated with Dr. Khin Zaw Win's
support for the upcoming general election.

He and colleagues are to speak this
month at a conference on Burma’s
forthcoming election in Germany,
organised by the Friedrich Ebert
Foundation. As a result, activists in
Germany are planning to protest against
them, accusing them of propagating junta
policy.

Mizzima Editor-in-Chief Soe Myint
spoke with Khin Zaw Win to better
understand his position on the November
polls and Burmese politics in general.

Q: Dissidents and opposition figures
are painting those that support the current
electoral process as agents of the military
regime sent to lobby the international
community. What do you say in response
to this accusation?

A:These people are the opposition in
exile. | can understand their situation.
Some day, when the situation inside the
country is better, in my opinion, we shall
try to let these people join in the work of
reconstructing our country. | hope and wish
they will join in this work. But one should
not blindly make such slanderous attacks
if he/she does not know about the person
accused.

Military intelligence arrested me,
interrogated me and put me on trial,
sentencing me to 15 years imprisonment.
I spent 11 years in prison. So why should
| do what they want? | want only change.
Many people have tried for change in many
ways for 60 years. | am continuing this
work. So, please study what | am doing.
Please don’'t blindly disparage other
people. I've never spoken like that against
anyone. Not doing anything and only
looking for enemies will only have bad
consequences br our country.

Q: What is your opinion regarding the
elections?

A: The election is something we have
longed for many years. Unfortunately, we
have had a 20-year gap since the last one.
The people are also longing for the
election. The 1990 general election, in
which we placed very high hopes, didn’t
realise our expectations. This time, we
must try to get what we want. The situation,
though, is not as transparent as before.
We must, nonetheless, do our best.

Q: You said this election is an
opportunity. Can you expand on that
thought?

A: We have not had multiparty
democracy in Burma for almost 50 years.
The last Parliament was in 1962. After the
coup in 1962, Parliament was dissolved.
Many expected such a Parliament after the
1990 general election. But it didn’t
materialise. So, we want to re-establish
this system again. The people are facing
daily hardships in their livelihoods and this
is just the beginning. How can they express
their desires? Ther’s no way. Parliament
can fill this role to a certain extent; it can
be a forum. On the other hand, political
parties are so weak. So, ordinary people
cannot have a good impression of them
and politicians. But, the image of parties
can also be re-established through the
election. As for ethnic people, they need a
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Parliament more than us. They have lived
for many years without such a forum. They
have only this option, which is why | say
[the next] P arliament is an opportunity.

Q: The 2008 constitution reserves 25
percent of seats for the armed forces.
What is your opinion on this?

A: Yes, we must say this is a tragic
thing. | n early September 1988, when Dr.
Maung Maung was president, he offered a
proposal to the people. Besides the ruling
Burma Socialist Programme Party (BSPP),
he permitted other parties to stand for
general election in a multiparty democracy.
But, many people, especially the leaders
of pro-democracy forces at that time,
turned down this of fer. Now, we have to
start again from the beginning, from early
September 1988. This is not the situation
that we want. But what are our
alternatives?

Q: The USDP is expected to emerge
victorious, and speculation is that the
remaining MPs can be ‘yes-men’ only. What
is your comment?

A: Yes, if the USDP wins a controlling
number of seats in Parliament, the USDP
can pass and enact laws as they wish. Even
so, even if the opposition cannot win a
majority vote, they should try to get some
of their own forces in Parliament. Only in
this way will the power balance in
Parliament be altered. The opposition
could block legislation they do not like.

Another stumbling block for the
opposition is forming a government under
the 2008 constitution. Parliament can select
the President, and this President will appoint
the cabinet ministers. So, the most
opposition MPs can do in Parliamentis to
block unwanted bills and prevent them
from being passed. The opposition must
try to achieve this objective. If the majority
party pushes hard to pass unwanted bills,
the opposition must be assertive with
sound reasoning in blocking such
legislation. This is a process we have been
denied for 50 years, and we must restart
itnow.

Q: There was Nay Win's era, then the
military has ruled Burma since 1988 and
officers-turned civilian officials will likely
continue the supremacy of the military in
Burmese politics following November
polling. What sort of genuine changes do
you expect?

A: Many people have raised this
question. Many people talk about it. My
response to this question is that we should
not be so negative. This is a loser’s
mentality when entering a battle. Shall we
stay in the dark as before? Without efforts
from our side and without dealing with
them, we cannot expect change. It depends

ATTEMPTING

CHAMGE FROM WITHIMN

on our effort. So, no matter what number
of seats we get in this election, we must
stand boldly by our beliefs and fulfill our
responsibilities. We need our
representatives in this Parliament. Shall we
continue the current situation; making only
noise of our discontent for the rest of our
lives without making any effort by thinking
there will never be any change? What shalll
we do? As for me, | will not see our
country suffer such a fate. | cannot turn
my back on my country.

Q: What do think the government's
reasons are for holding this election?
Dissident groups claim the reason is to get
sanctions lifted and gain legitimacy. Do you
see it like this?

A: First, following 1988, the BSPP
government and armed forces accepted
the need for democracy. They offered a
proposal to restore democracy in our
country. We cannot deny this fact. This is
the promise that they gave to us. The next
pointthat I'd like to state is that our country
had democracy when we regained our
independence. If any government comes
into power by undemocratic means, it
negates the situation that we had in our
country upon independence. From another
perspective, our country has now been
ruled by a military dictatorship for 40 to
50 years. They know well they cannot
continue their rule in this w ay. Thus, the
country must be changed. The people from
inside the country want only democracy.
As for the sanctions, they will not be lifted
overnight. So, we must gradually make
our country freer and more democratic.
The force to implement this task will not
come from the ruling government. It must
come from the democrats who will push
this process ahead. It's very simple.

Q: May |l ask if there is any difference
between what you believed before 1988
and now?

A: Yes, you may ask this question of
me. | thank you for it. There are no
differences and no gaps in my beliefs. Why
should one want to change his beliefs after
having many experiences and much
suffering in his life? | don’t even have a
hand [mobile] phone. | shall continue my
work in my current situation and position.
I worked in Malaysia before 1988. | wanted
to see my country developed after | saw
other countries developed. In 1988, | had
many expectations. But, they did not come
true. However, we must be patient.
There’s no other way. | myself am old
enough. So, | must nurture the younger
generation by teaching them and advising
them. As before, | want my country to be
free, to progress and to be politically
democratised. | want to see the people fully
alert and aware about all these things. |

want to see reconciliation with the ethnic

peoples. | want to see this civil war ended

and long-lasting peace prevail. We must
work for these things. Attacking me will

not gain any productive result. Instead of

attacking me, prove yourself by doing
constructive work. That's all.

Q: So, what are you now doing to
achieve these goals, and through which
organisations?

A: | come from the development field.
First, | served in the health departments
in Burma and Malaysia. Then, | worked for
[United Nations children’s rights
organisation] Unicef in Burma, after which
| was put behind bars. When | was
released from prison | rejoined the
development field, as our country is quite
backward. This is my life's work. But,
development only cannot satisfy all
equations. | know well that politics must
also be changed. When newspapers report
that there will be demonstrations against
us and make slanderous attacks against
me, | am really annoyed and disappointed.
But, my work will not be halted. I'm now
working in the NGO sector, fulfilling the
people’s needs. At the same time, I'm
uplifting the younger generation through
capacity building. I'm educating them. I'm
paving the way for them. | have a lot of
work to do.

Q. Why have you decided against
contesting in the election as a party
candidate?

A. Just as in 1990, | feel | am more
useful and effective outside rather than
inside a party. | see part of m y post-1988
task as helping to build political parties
instead of one political party. It giv es you
a certain openness to all sides — not to be
caughtin the us-versus-them pattern. Also,
to be frank, political parties have not been
able to emerge from the old hierarchical
structures. If | were a NLD [National
League for Democracy] member | would
have been extremely unhappy at the way
major decisions about the party and
country were taken.

Q. Will you vote in this election?
A. Yes, | will certainly vote. And | wi ll
persuade others to vote too.

Q. What do you think of the NLD’s
decision to boycott the election?

A. I think it was very regrettable. | had
hoped that the NLD would somehow stand.
It could have won a substantial number of
seats. Even if a decision on that matter
were taken, | had hoped there would have
been consultation and debate. But what
happened was a very emotional reaction.
There are certainly immense problems
with the military regime, but was this an
apocalyptic battle between two huge
organisations and ideologies? There was
hardly any ideology and what's more there
was a great deal of “middle ground”
ignored. So we are left with only personal
antipathy. If one wishes to bui Id institutions
and systems, including those of democracy,
one has to put that work before one’s
feelings and one’s self. If one f ails in that
supreme task it will pass to other hands.

Q: Do you have anything more to say?

A: Yes, it's good to freely exchange
our views. | don’'t see anyone as my
enemy. So, I'd I ike to say to my friends in
Europe, if they disagree with my views and
want to stage demonstrations against me,
they can freely protest. But, instead of
protesting against me, I'd like to ask them
to come to the workshop. | invite them.
Then, we can exchange our views freely
and solemnly. | extend m y welcoming arms
to them.
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Gender continued from page 1

“We see a few women in leadership
positions because they have limited
education and there are so many cultural
norms and traditions working against
them.”

“I'n our society, many people thinkifa
girl passes 10" standard [10 years of
schooling], thatis enough for them — their
role is just limited to housework after they
marry. That kind of thinking pr events girls
from stepping up and advancing their
education. Men benefit from this situation
in terms of power and position,” she further
contended.

A noted Burmese female author told
Mizzima that the government had an
important role to play in ensuring women
enjoying equal rights with men.

“If you want women to get promoted
to higher positions, you have to give them
opportunities,” the author said.

In her opinion, it is a big problem in
literary circles, where women writers and
editors working in popular magazines and
journals are not promoted to high positions
despite being more than qualified.

“Actually, women are better at
attending to detail and work with more
accuracy. Many research shows that
women are more thorough in their work,”
she explained.

A female editor from an art journal told
Mizzima, “If we look at Burma'’s leadership,
all are men and [there are] very few
women. | respect women leaders such as
[former British prime minister] Margret Thatcher
and [US Secretary of State] Hilary [Rodham]
Clinton. I want us to have a similar situation. |
expectwe will get a chance one day”

Cho Cho Kyaw Nyein
Democratic Party (Myanmar)

“It's essential to provide
adequate social security and
development programmes for them
[women]. In order to carry out such
programmes the party will try to
enact relevant laws. In order to
enable women to improve their
education level, health and economic
development, the party will try to
provide help in various ways.”

Female
Party Candidates  Candidates
National Unity Party 999 30
Shan Nationals Democratic Party 156 9
Democratic Party (Myanmar) 47 6
Union of Myanmar Federation of National Politics 46 3
88 Generation Student Youths (Union of Myanmar) 39 8
Chin People’s Party 21 2
Rakhine Nationals Progressive Party 44 1
Kayin People’s Par 41 1
@] Kavin People’s Party
. : All Mon Region Democracy Party 34 1
New Era People’s Party 30 1
~~ | o d
= ifference and Peace party 7 1
E Peace and Democracy party 9 0
[ " ]
i [l Unite Democratic Party 8 0
National Political Alliancse League i3] 0
‘i Union Democracy Party 3 0
i e
f- Khami National Development Party 8 0
! National Democratic Party for Development 21 0

*Data f or the Union Solidarity and Development Party, the lar gest party contesting the election,
was not available. Similarly, statistics for the National Democratic Front wer e also unavailable.

“| see we have equal rights
between men and women in Burma,
because Burmese women can keep
hold of financial resources in a
household and husbands must
transfer their earnings to their wives.

I am ready to fight discrimination
against women. | will work for it
within the democratic framework. If

| get a chance to speak in the
Hluttaw | will prioritise economic
development and health and social
affairs. We have to work hard to
reach international standards.”

Union Solidarity and Development Party

National Unity Party

“We will operate within the
international human  rights
frameworks. Our plans are mentioned
in our party statements. We have a
clear agenda on women’s rights and
will prioritise them.”

Women in the new parliament

In 2008, the Women'’s League of
Burma tabled a report that oversees
the implementation of governments’
women'’s rights agendas. It stated that
as women were excluded from military
service they were effectively barred
from a quarter of all legislative
positions in the Hluttaws (parliaments).
It argued that the constitution therefore
further “cements” the military into 25
per cent of all seats in the lower and
upper houses, entrenching
discrimination.

Lway Moe Kham, secretary of the
Palaung Women'’s Organisation and a
member of the WLB, told Mizzima that
she could not see how any government
could do anything substantial for
women in Burma. This election, she
argued, would result in little more than
a “puppet government” of the current
Burmese dictatorship.

“If an election is carried out in
democratic way — and for that it must
include all groups, and be free and fair
—the government must first take steps
to educate women about the rights they
already have,” Lway Moe Kham
believes, “and for this awareness and
acceptance [must be imparted] in the
general population.”

There are many things to be done,
she said, especially in the areas of basic
health and education provision for rural
and indigenous women.

“We are doubtful that anything
significant can be achieved for rural
and indigenous women under this new
government,” she concluded.

“The party will emphasise and
implement women’s development
programmes. The party will also raise
the spirit of national patriotism and the
spirit to maintain national culture and
tradition among the female population”
and “protect women from human-
trafficking threats and implement
rehabilitation programmes for those
who were victims of such abuses.”

% |

Dr. Than Nyein
National Democratic Front (NDF)

Than Shwe continued from page 1

visit to Burma’s giant northern neighbour
since a massive overhaul in the junta’s
organisational structure that included Than
Shwe and top aides resigning their military
posts earlier this year.

The visit also came ahead of polls on
November 7th and represented a bid by
the regime to cement friendly ties with its
most powerful ally, observers said.

Than Shwe is commonly thought to be
looking for China'’s support for the junta’s
contentious nationwide polls, the first in
two decades, and for the Sino-Burmese oil
and gas pipelines to forge ahead. A new
energy transport deal was signed during
Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao’s recent visit
to Burma, according to reports.

Meanwhile, India is nurturing its own
policies towards Burma and would like to
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have a good rapport with neighbours such
as China, while preferring for Burma not
to discriminate between the two countries,
said B. G. Verghese, a journalist,
commentator and visiting professor at the
Centre for Policy Research in New Delhi.

“We hope the elections will be the first
step towards restoration of democracy in
Burma. India can only hope and pray that
this will be the beginning of a new
democratic era in Burma though it may
take time,” he said.

The China visit comes after Than
Shwe and his entourage of more than 80
junta ministers and their wives were
warmly welcomed in July by India. It was
concluded with the signing of a list of
treaties and memoranda of understanding.

A total of 31 agreements have been
signed in the past year during high-level

visits to Burma by Chinese leaders,
including those of Vice-President Xi Jinping
in December and Premier Wen Jiabao’s
visitin June.

Dr. Udai Bhanu Singh, a senior
researcher at a Ministry of Defence-funded
think-tank, the | nstitute f or Defence Studies
and Analysis in New Delhi, said India was
also keeping tabs on two Chinese naval
ships that docked early in September at a
Burmese port.

The Guangzhou and Caogu warships
enjoyed a ceremonial welcome and various
official visits while docked at Rangoon’s
Thilawar Port. The five-day visit by the ships
from China’s anti-piracy taskforce bound
for the Gulf of Aden, highlighted Beijing’s
growing naval reach and close ties with
the junta, the BBC reported on September
3rd.

China has assisted Burma with arms
supplies for some time, while India is
nowhere near China in this regard, remarked
Singh.

“The Chinese have been nurturing a
long-term relationship with Burma, which
accounts for the way the Chinese paid
attention to the B urmese dictator’s visit,” he
said.

China has spent around US$8 billion in
Burma during the current fiscal year,
including US$5 billion in hydropower projects
and more than US$2 billion in the oil and
gas sector

India, it is said, is aware that the
Chinese would attempt to further consolidate
their support for Burma in trade as military
ties strengthened apace.

China is now Burma’s third-largest
trading partner and investor after Thailand
and Singapore. India is ranked fourth.
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Britain condemns closure of NLD, labels election ‘a sham’

r

British Foreign Secretary William Hague
Khaing Kyaw Mya

New Delhi— British Foreign Secretary
William Hague has condemned the
November 7th Burmese election, calling it
“a sham” designed to keep the military
regime in power, even after the polls.

His comments were welcomed by the
London-based National League for
Democracy (Liberated Area-UK) and rights
monitor Burma Campaign UK. They follow
the announcement late on September 14th
by the junta’s electoral watchdog, the Union
Election Commission, that the National
League for Democracy had been abolished
for failing to re-register ahead of the vote
in November.

It was the first time that authorities
formally announced the ban on the NLD,
along with nine other parties, although the
party’s dissolution had de facto taken effect
in May.

The NLD led by Nobel laureate Aung
San Suu Kyi won a landslide victory in the
last national elections in 1990, but the
military regime never transferred power
to her civilian government. She has spent
at least 14 of the last 20 years in detention
and is currently under house arrest at her
home in Rangoon.

Hague’s comments were delivered in
a statement from Britain’s foreign ministry,
the Foreign and Commonwealth Office in
London.

He said, “These actions expose the
elections in Burma for what they are — a
sham process designed to keep the regime
in power and deny the Burmese people
their right to f reely choose their leaders”

“The elections should have been a
chance for national reconciliation, helping
to end decades of ethnic conflict and
needless poverty in the country,” he said,
continuing, “This opportunity is being
squandered.”

“These latest developments should be
greeted with dismay and condemnation by
the international community and a renewed
determination to support the people of
Burma,” he added.

Opposition counterpart David Miliband
agreed with Hague in comments to the
British Press Association.

“These elections will not be free, and
they will not be fair. All these elections will
dois tighten the junta’s grip on the throat
of Burma’s people;” he said.

“Political opinions in Burma are
effectively banned, and while the people
of Burma are prevented from being able
to speak out, it's important we do so on
their behalf,” Miliband said.

The NLD-LA-UK and Burma Campaign
UK both welcomed the British support and
urged other European nations and
countries around the world to cheer on
Hague’s condemnation.

The chairman of the NLD-LA-UK, Dr.

Win Naing, said it is very important for
leading European countries to reject what
the military regime is doing. He said the
group strongly objects to the disbanding of
the NLD and other ethnic parties as the NLD
was the official and leading opposition party
mandated by the people of Burma.

“It [the regime] can’t dismantle [the
party] like this, as it is an unofficial
government and just a mi litary regime,” he
said, referring to the fact that the majority
of Burmese who voted in 1990 elections
voted for the NLD.

Burma Campaign UK international co-
ordinator Zoya Phan also welcomed Hague's
statement, and said the British government
had been very supportive in promoting
democracy and human rights in Burma.

She said the group believed it was time
for other governments to join Britain in its
condemnation of the regime’s action and
to pressure it to enter into genuine dialogue
with the opposition, including the NLD and
representatives of ethnic parties.

She told Mizzima, “It is the principles
of human rights and democracy that the
British government is upholding and we
appreciate that. In comparison with other
countries, the British government is one of
the strongest supporters of democracy in
Burma.”

Reached for comment about the issue,
Khin Maung Swe, a leader of the National
Democratic Force (NDF), which broke away
from the NLD in order to contest the
elections, said his party had nothing to do
with the NLD disbanding.

He told Mizzima the issue was far from
his party because members were no longer
part of the NLD, and that the NLD itself had
wanted it to stay out of NLD affairs, he said,
referring to a speech by NLD leader Win
Tin.

“We have no regard for U Win Tin, which
is why we don't want to say anything about
the NLD anymore, we are striving to be
different from our political friends, which is
why we have no comment about Win Tin’s
group,” Khin Maung Swe said.

Britain is one of the strongest supporters
of political reform in Burma, and along with
the United States has led a number of
countries in imposing financial and travel
sanctions against the military regime,
families of junta members and junta cronies,
their companies and relatives. It is also
supportive of a global arms embargo against
the regime.

Additionally, Britain one of the first
supporters of a United Nations commission
of inquiry to investigate crimes against
humanity and war crimes perpetrated by the
Burmese military regime. The British backing
came in the wake of a recommendation by
the UN special rapporteur on human rights
in Burma, Tomas Ojea Quintana, for such
an inquest in his report to the UN Human
Rights Council in March.

A friend of Burma withdraws from
public life

=
'

Chiang Mai — The cause of
democracy for Burma is not short of
proponents, but few can be said to carry
a better pedigree than South Africa’s
archbishop emeritus Desmond Tutu.

Recipient of the 1984 Nobel Peace
Prize for his work in the campaign to end
apartheid in South Africa, Tutu made it
known earlier this year that with his 79 1
birthday on October 7 he will greatly scale
back his public activities.

Former South African President
Nelson Mandela —the joint recipient of the
1993 Nobel Peace Prize along with the last
president of apartheid-era South Africa,
Frederik Willem de Klerk — has caled Tutu
“sometimes strident, often tender, never
afraid and seldom without humour,
Desmond Tutu’s voice will always be the
voice of the voiceless?”

A long time vocal supporter of
Burma’s democracy movement and
especialy Aung San Suu Kyi, Tutu
expounded at length on his views
regarding Burma and its detained
opposition leader in an editorial written
for England’s Guardian newspaper last
summer.

In the essay Tutu writes, “I think of
my sister Nobel laureate Aung San Suu
Kyi every day. Her picture hangs on the
wall of my office, reminding me that,
thousands of miles away in Asia, a nation
is oppressed’

Both Tutu and Suu Kyi are members
of The Elders, a group of a dozen eminent
global leaders including former UN
Secretary General Kofi Annan and former
US Pesident Jimmy Carter.

In late August of this year, the
archbishop emeritus joined Amnesty
International’s open palm campaign for the
release of Aung San Suu Kyi, writing her
name on his palm and extending it forward
for all to see.

Referring to Aung San Suu Kyi as the
embodiment of a country’s hope, courage
and quest for freedom, Tutu has,
meanwhile, singled out Burmese
strongman Than Shwe for his inability to
comprehend the innate human drive for
freedom that cannot be suppressed
forever.

“Our world is sometimes lacking wise
and good leadership or, as in the case of
Burma, the leadership is forbidden to
lead,” Tutu furthered in his Guardianscript.

The South African, along with
supporting an international arms embargo
against Than Shwe’s Burma, was an early
advocate fora UN commission of inquiry

into crimes against humanity committed
by Than Shwe and his military regime,
voicing his confidence that an inquiry
would surely find the former Senior
General guilty on numerous accounts of
gross violations.

Having lived through apartheid and
fought for its end, Tutu believes there are
lessons inherent in the South African
experience from which Burma can benefit.
Long supporting a total economic boycott
of apartheid-era South Africa, the Nobel
Laureate further assesses targeted
sanctions as critical in the eventual
collapse of the apartheid government.
Similarities in the tactics of Burmese
opposition icon Aung San Suu Kyi as wel
as Western governments in their
approaches toward confronting Burma’s
generals are clearly discernable.

Though a vocal advocate for the
presidency of Barack Obama, Tutu
nonetheless credits the Bush
administration for its approach vis-a-vis
Burma, having spoken out skeptically of
the Obama administration’s possible
alternative approach to Burma, attempting
to counter negative policy with limited
engagement.

Tutu, for his part, maintains
Washington must differentiate between
engagement and wishful thinking when it
comes to dealing with Burma’s generals.

“Nothing in our experience suggests
that offers of aid will cause Burma’s
generals to change course; unlike some
authoritarian regimes, this one seems to
care not a bit for the economic well being
of its country,” penned Tutu on The Elders
website last spring as the White House
pondered a changed approach toward
Burma.

Archbishop Tutu, together with a
plethora of other accolades, was the
2008 honoree of the 18" W. Averell
Harriman Democracy Award, presented
by Washington’s National Democratic
Institute (NDI) “for his work on behalf of
democracy and human rights, which
includes a focus on Burma.” Aung San
Suu Kyi was previously honoured with
the same recognition.

While Tutu will still pursue public
activities once a week, and his
commitment in supporting Aung San Suu
Kyi and Burma’'s pro-democracy
opposition can be expected to remain
undiminished, the Nobel Laureate says
he is looking forward to watching cricket
and drinking tea with his increased
leisure time.
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Ko Wild

Chiang Mai— Former Coastal Region
Command chief Khin Zaw Oo, who is on
Britain’s financial sanctions list, has been
appointed to head one of the top two
military-controlled conglomerates.

Major General Khin Zaw Oo, promoted
to the post of adjutant general in a major
military reshuffle in August, has taken up
the position of chairman of the Union of
Myanmar Economic Holdings Limited
(UMEHL), the state-run newspaper New
Light of Myanmarreported on Sunday.

The group’s former chairman,
Lieutenant General Tin Aye, has retired
from his military position but is still a
member of the State Peace and
Development Council (SPDC), the junta’s
name for itself.

Khin Zaw Oo is a graduate of Rangoon
University and also of the Officer Training
School (OTS) in Hmawbi Township, one
of Burma’s previous military academies.

According to a 2004 report by Burma
Campaign UK entitled “The European Union
and Burma: The Case for Targeted
Sanctions; UMEHL is one of two major
industrial conglomerates controlled by the
military.

Aleaked UMEHL 1995-96 annual report
further reveals that two of its main
objectives are “to support military
personnel and their families” and “to try

Military to maintain dominant stance in
economic conglomerates
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and become the main logistics and support
organisation for the military by gradually
establishing industries” in a manner akin
to Haliburton’s services to US forces in the
Middle East and Afghanistan.

UMEHL has gained monopolies in a
wide range of businesses in Burma, such
as the export of consumer goods, gems,

agricultural products, timber, rubber and
the import of staple foods and cars.
Moreover, the state-run business of Bo
Aung Kyaw Port terminal and Burma’s Five
Stars Ship Company have been privatised
under UMEHL. The group has also bought
the building that housed the former state-
run People’s Department Store on

Pansodan Streetin Rangoon and renovated
it to be reopened as the Ruby Mart
shopping centre.

UMEHL also owns Bandoola
Transportation Company Limited (a
passenger bus and freight firm),
Myawaddy Bank and Myawaddy Trading
Limited.

Khin Zaw Oo is a known close confidant
of junta leader Than Shwe, providing the
reason for his choice as chairman of
UMEHL, a former military officer in exile
assessed.

The Burma Campaign’s 2004 report
also contends the UMEHL has been
managing the military armed forces’
pension funds, giving it a ready source of
financing.

The US State Department’'s 2008
investment climate statement on Burma
said that to set up ajoint venture, foreign
firms have reported that an affiliation with
UMEHL proved useful in procuring proper
business permits.

However, the report warned that,
“entering into business with the UMEHL
does not guarantee success for foreign
partners. Some investors report that their
Burmese military partners are parasitic,
make unreasonable demands, provide no
cost-sharing, and sometimes muscle out
the foreign investor after an investment
becomes profitable.”

Second white elephant caught this year

In western Burma

A white elephant in Burma's remote western districts. On September 23rd, a second
white elephant this year was captured in the region.

Khaing Suu

New Delhi— For the second time this
year, in what of ficials will see as a fortuitous
omen ahead of general elections scheduled
for November, a rare white elephant has
been captured in Burma.

Western Command troops led by
Brigadier General Soe Thein along with
other military and civilian authorities
worked together to catch the female
elephant on September 23rd north of the
township of Maungdaw in Arakan State.

The white elephant was a member of
a five-head herd spotted on September
20th, about 27 miles (43 kilometres) north
of Maungdaw, across the Naf River from
Bangladesh.

“It was caught today [September 23rd]
at about 12 noon. Lieutenant General Ko
Ko from the Ministry of Defence came by
helicopter yesterday. The Western
commander had arrived in advance. The
army surrounded the elephants. They used
four trained elephants to catch the wild
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white elephant,” a person close to the
township’s peace and development council
office told Mizzima.

A forestry department official
estimated the age of the female white
elephant to be 29 years.

Traditionally, white elephants,
associated as they are with the birth of
Buddha, were regarded as an indication
of peace, prosperity and the legitimacy of
the ruling monarch in Buddhist Southeast
Asian societ. Though Thailand is today the
only country where a monarch continues
to occupy political space, white elephants
are still revered by many throughout the
populations.

On June 26th, again in Maungdaw
Township, a 38-year-old female white elephant
was captured. Christened Badda Waddy, she
is being kept in the Burmese capital of
Naypyidaw on the premises of the Uppata
Thanthi Pagoda. In 2002, a large female white
elephant and a smaller white elephant were
also caught in Maungdaw Township.

Rangoon football team faces axe if defeated

Players of Yangon United FC. Unied’s entry |nto the finals wi Il largely depend on the
performance of Magwe FC. Photo: Mizzima.

Salai Han Thar San

New Delhi— Tay Za, the father of the
Rangoon United football club owner, has
issued an ultimatum to the team, coaches
and managers that they will all be sacked
if they fail to win the Burma National
League championship this season.

“Yes, it's true. Club owner Tay Za
issued a special warning to the entire team
to win the BNL trophy this year. We must
win the upcoming match against Okktha
[United],” team manager Aung Kyaw Lwin
told Mizzima.

After poor results in the last three
matches, Tay Za warned the team that
they need not play for the club owner, his
son Pye Phyo Tay Za, but must play
energetically for the people of Rangoon
Division and need to win all remaining
matches in the Burma National League.

Tay Za and his companies, most
notably the Htoo Group, and family
members are on United States, European
and Australian sanctions lists because of
their economic interests deemed in support
of Burma’s repressive regime.

Rangoon United had tallied goalless
draws against league rivals Southern
Burma United and Kanbawza on August
29th and September 4th, r espectively. But
the situation worsened in the Max Cement
Cup knockout tournament when they lost
2-0, again against Southern Burma, leaving
them out of contention.

Tay Za blames the players, managers
and coaches for the team’s inability to give
its fans satisfaction.

“The pressure is being put on us so
we can win the closing matches. Since the
inception of the BNL tournament we
planned to win the tr ophy. We'll try hard
to win all the remaining matches to get
this trophy,” Aung Kyaw Lwin said.

Rangoon has seven matches
remaining in the season, as they face
Okktha United, Manaw Myay, Zwekapin
Untied, Magway, defending champion
Yadanabon, Zeyar Shwe Myay and Delta
United.

Rangoon United currently stand fourth
in the league table, eight points off the pace
of top team Yadanabon, who have won the
national championship in both years of the
league’s existence.

“Though Rangoon has eight points less
than the top team they’'ve played one
match less. So, if they win their next match
the difference will be only five points. If
they beat Yadanabon the difference will be
reduced to only two points. Football is an
unpredictable game, so the chance of
winning the BNL trophy by the Rangoon
team can’t be ruled out,” prospered one
Rangoon United fan.

Aung Kyaw Lwin said 500 million kyat
(US$500,000) was spent on building the
team for this season, including construction
of its training ground and buying players.
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Northern tensions rise as Kachin troops

Chiang Mai — On September 23rd
Kachin troops fired shots at a Burmese Army
helicopter flying low over one of their
strongholds in the north of Kachin State
amid buiiding tensions between the ethnic
group and the military junta, an officer said.

Kachin Independence Organisation
(KIO) troops were showing the army that
they refuse to be intimidated, whether the
flight was sent to watch or cajole them, an
officer from the group’s armed wing, the
Kachin Independence Army (KIA), told
Mizzima on condtion of anonymity.

“The KIO encampment is in the hills
[surrounding Laiza], so, viewed from there,
the height of the helicopter seemed a little
low as it flew from the south of Laiza to
[the Kachin State capital of ] Myitkyina,” the
officer said. “So, KIO troops tried to shoot
it down in order to browbeat them [the
junta’s airborne troops].”

The incident occurred as the junta
army’s Northern Command is raising the
ante against the KIO, which on September
1stignored the junta’s deadline for bringing
its armed wing under Burmese Army control
within its Border Guard Force (BGF), which
the KIO has flatly rejected. The ethnic Kachin
group signed a ceasefire deal with the junta
in 1994,

“I think the helicopter aimed to observe
us, or the flight was intended to frighten
us. But, local residents were not afraid. They
are carrying on as usual,” the of ficer said.

The case was still being investigated

fire at junta helicopter

by the KIO, local residents said.

With the prospects of renewed hot war
looming, the KIO is in the process of moving
allits furniture, equipment and documents
from its Laiza oifice 10 its previous
headquarters at Lai Zin Bum (“bum” means
mountain in Kachin language), near the Sino-
Burmese border. Similarly, local people have
moved belongings across the border to
China, according to one local resident.

Early last month, the junta imposed
travel restrictions on KIO members,
requiring them to first report travel first to
Military Affairs Security (MAS) and to move
only with permission of the Northern
Command. The new rules also ban the KIO
or KIA from wearing uniforms or carrying
arms while traveling.

The junta’s army is also reportedly
erecting a barbed-wire barricade at their
Lajayan checkpoint near Laiza, manned by
Infantry Battalion (IB) 142. No one may pass
through between 7 am. and 7 p.m., a
source said.

Meanwhile, the Union Election
Commission (UEC) issued a notice on
September 16th that said village tracts
under KIO control were not in a position to
host free and fair elections, set by the junta
for November 7th.

Other exile media are reporting a rapid
and sizeable troop build-up near KIA
outposts in the state, with residents being
forced to erect fences and accommodation
for the increased number of soldiers.

Salai Tun

New Delhi — An armed clash took
place between an ethnic ceasefire group
that had rejected the junta’s Border Guard
Force proposal and the Burmese Army
late on September 14th, military
observers said, without being able to
provide casualty figures.

The skirmish between the Shan State
Army (North) (SSA-N) First Brigade led
by General Panpha and Infantry Battallion
147 under the Burmese Army’s
Northeastern Command occurred at
Namgmakyang in Hsipaw Township in the
north of the state, a major from the Shan
State Army (South) (SSA-S) told Mizzima.

“Yes, the armed clash took place. But,
we still don’t have detailed information.
We don’t know the numbers of killed and
injured in the armed clash. We are trying
to contact the SSAN to get inf ormation,”
the major expanded.

According to local sources, people
fled areas affected by the clash.

“Since the junta pressured the SSA-
N to transform into its Border Guard Force,
tension has increased in the area, so
some people felt fearful and moved to
other places. Some families from the

Shan and Burm@army units clash

Burma Army’s soldiers also moved to
safer places,” the major said.

Confirming the skirmish, the Shan
Herald Agency for News reported that the
armed clash had taken place between
troops of the SSA-N 1st Brigade and the
junta’s 55th Light Infantry Division in
Hsipaw Township. It said one SSAN
soldier was injured.

An officer from the Kachin
Independence Organisation (KIO) also
said that although there had been no
fighting between his group and the junta’s
army, the junta had imposed r estrictions
on KIO officers’ travel. He added that
junta fighter aircraft had, on September
11th, flown over areas controlled by the
KIO near the Sino-Burmese border.

Aung Kyaw Zaw, a military analyst
based on the Sino-Burmese border, said,
“I don’t know the exact area where the
armed clash took place but | think some
soldiers from both sides might've died in
the fighting. | don’t know which side had
trespassed [on the other’s territory].”

Meanwhile, the junta continues to
increase troop strength near the
headquarters of the United Wa State
Army (UWSA) in northern Shan State.

New Mon State Party issues shoot-on-sight orders

Ko Wild

Chiang Mai — The New Mon State
Party (NMSP) has ordered its soldiers to
shoot at junta troops if they intrude into
areas under its control, Mon military
adviser Colonel Kaung Yuk (retired) said.

The shoot-on-sight order was issued
after a three-day NMSP central committee
meeting.

“We have issued orders to our troops
to shoot at anyone intruding without prior
notice into our five-mile (8-kilometre)
radius base areas; Kaung Yuk commented.

“We told them [our troops] they didn’t
have to seek orders from higher authorities
and that they could shoot at anyone in pre-
emptive strikes. The shoot-on-sight order
is in effect for anyone intruding into our
areas with a hostile objective without
informing us,” he added.

During ceasefire negotiations with the
junta, 14 base areas including Minywa
near Kawbein village on the banks of the
Jai River in Mon State, Inngwa village in
Kyainnseikgyi Township in Karen State and
Pinchaungptya village in Tavoy District near

Kachin Independence Organization vice-chair-
man Lieutenant General N'ban La, who op-
poses the Border Guard Force proposal.

the Thai-Burmese border, were designated
NMSP-controlled areas.

The junta has been exerting increasing
pressure of various kinds on the NMSP’s
7,000-strong armed wing, the Mon National
Liberation Army (MNLA), to bring its troops
under junta command within the Burmese
Army’s Border Guard Forces (BGF). It has
also brought its powers of persuasion to

New Mon continued on page 4

Chiang Mai— The main ethnic political
organisation in Kachin State has ordered
gold mines in areas under its control in
the north of the state to halt production,
miners said.

The closures come amid rising
pressure exerted by the junta army’s
Northern Command on the Kachin
Independence Organisation (KIO), which
has refused to accept the junta’s proposal
of bringing its armed wing under Burmese
Army control within its Border Guard Force
(BGF).

More than 5,000 gold miners and
panners left their workplaces as all mines
along the May Likha River (a tributary of
the Irrawaddy) in Ingyayan Township,
upstream of the Myitsone hydroelectric
project, had been told to close, a miner
who had just returned home told Mizzima.

“Everyone left the area last Thursday
[September 16th]. All the gold mine
bosses and their miners were ordered to
close down operations in all the gold mines
north of Tanyanzuap,” he said. “Even
villagers living along the Irrawaddy River
are not allowed to go outside. They [The

Kachin trade, gold mines seif as war looms

Phanida

B st il i

A mining site in Danai Township in Kachin State

K1O] have also banned running engines,
even small Honda generators, to prevent
noise”

As aresult of the evolving atmosphere
of insecurity, rice trading has slowed along
the Myitkyina-Bamao highway and prices
of a range of commodities are rising, a
trader in Laiza said.

The Burmese army’s Northern
Command headquarters earlier this month
ordered a stop on all rice and fuel trading
in the upper Irrawaddy region, forcing the
price of arice bag (one and half baskets,
110 pounds or 50 kilogrammes) to 48,000
kyat (US$48) from 30,000 kyat and a 48-
gallon (180-litre) drum of diesel to 300,000
kyat from 220,000, an individual recently
returned from gold mine said.

“We stopped trading rice because of
the ban. [Additionally] the tomato price
rose to 800 kyat per viss (3.5 pounds, 1.6
kilogrammes) from the previous 600 kyat,
potatoes rose to 650 kyat from 550, onions
rose to 16,000 kyat from 14,000, and oil
prices rose to 16,500, for a carton
containing 12 cans, from 15,000, the rice
trader explained to Mizzima.
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Burmese migrant lifestyle choice: a Thai town dump

A family of Burmese migrants pose inside their small home on the slopes of a large garbage dump in
the Thai border town of Mae Sot. Dozens of migrant families live on and off the mountain of rubbish.

Photo: Albert Guzman/Mizzima.
Albert Guzman

Mae Sot— The air is harsh,
hot and humid, with an
oppressive odour that initially
assaults the senses. Mounds of
refuse, decaying waste and cast-
offs — evidence of the Thai-
Burmese border town of Mae
Sot’s lunge at prosperity — glisten
in the occasional sunlight.
However, it does not invite closer
inspection. A narrow dirt road
parallels a long, high mound,
while on the other side a large,
dank pond is covered with some
form of algae. A boatman on a
rickety raft floats in the pond
looking for something.

A short path leads upwards
through the main garbage
mound. It reveals several
ramshackle structures, builtin the
form of rice-field huts and
festooned with varied, if useful,
pickings from the town dump.
Some 30 or 40 Burmese people
live in these particular huts, while
elsewhere in the dump and
surrounding area there are many
more inhabitants — at least 100.
There is a well, not far away, to
provide water for the inhabitants,
who are all Burmese migrants,
though one guesses that leeching
from the mounds affects the

potability of the w ater, unlessiitis
boiled, as well as the taste.

The town’s dump and its
residents receive visitors from
time to time. These range from
media and aid or advocacy groups
to the merely curious or the local
authorities who have, at least
once, cleared the inhabitants out.
Often the impression is one of
utter degradation and destitution,
of people down on their luck and
who have either given up or been
thrown to the wall. “l can't believe
how people can live in such
conditions” is a sentence
commonly heard afterwards in
town among foreign visitors. And
to be sure, seeing a man in one
hut on his back and suffering from
tuberculosis did little to detract
from a very negative first
impression.

Yet even here, and in the
broader migrant community,
something far more nuanced is
going on. While many migrants
work in large factories, here,
albeit in stark conditions, one can
see people weighing the odds and
making what to them are rational
choices under the circumstances.

“We are from Mawlamyine
[Moulmein, capital of Mon State]
and have been here about two

years,” a tall, thin man, Min Swe
(a pseudonym), said. “lI had
several different kinds of jobs but
now there is nothing more, so we
had to come here.”

Min Swe, 40, and his wife,
35, have four children. The
youngestis a three-month-old boy
who was born inside the hut with
the aid of a traditional midwife.
There are three daughters. The
youngest, eight and four years
old, respectively, attend a nearby
primary school for migrants,
financed and operated with
outside assistance. The eldest
daughter, 10, works with Min Swe
in the dump. They work about
three hours in the morning before
taking a break for lunch and
continuing for four hours in the
afternoon.

“We look for things like this,”
he said, holding up a discarded
plastic children’s school bag. For
enough items such as this,
brokers will come from the town
and pay the scavengers. Other
discards, such as PET bottles, are
also wanted but slightly less
valuable. Migrants bring these and
other wanted items a short
distance to collection points.
Working together, Min Swe and

Burmese continued on page 5
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Rights abuses surge ahead of

November polls

A periodic review of human
rights transgressions in Burma
reveals a spike in election related
violations as the date for the
country’s first general election in
twenty years draws ever nearer.

The survey, compiled by the
Network for Human Rights
Documentation — Burma (ND-
Burma), identified 60 cases of
election related rights violations
in the first seven months of this
year.

The most prevalent instance
of abuse, accounting for 27
percent of all cases, concerned
intimidation and coercion,
including civilians being required
to give money and census
information to the junta-backed
Union Solidarity and
Development Party (USDP).

Second most prominent was
the denial of freedom of
movement, documented in 23
percent of cases. With respect to
the approaching elections, ND-
Burma found “monks and other
influential villagers suspected of
organizing in preparation for the
elections closely watched and
denied travel documents,
restricting their movement.”

Yet, electoral related
violations alone account for only
a fraction of all abuses
throughout the country.In total,
352 instances of rights infractions
committed by the regime are
chronicled for the period covering
January through July 2010. Of
these, 69 cases dealt with forced

labour and 56 the confiscation or
destruction of property.

However, in the recently
released report, ND-Burma
draws special attention to a
further 238 chronicled cases of
arbitrary taxation.

“The military,” contends the
findings, “has transformed
taxation from a routine and
legitimate  function  of
government into a tool of
repression and extortion.”

In a country estimated to
realize two-thirds of its
population employed in
agriculture, ND-Burma points to
the “average subsistence farmer
in Burma maybe being forced to
pay more than 50% of his or her
livelihood in so-called ‘taxes””

Bolstering the assessments
of a number of foreign
governments recently airing their
support for the establishment of
a UN commission of inquiry into
rights abuses in Burma, ND-
Burma believes the violations
documented “are acts that may
constitute breaches of
international humanitarian law
and international human rights
law” owing to their widespread
and systemic occurrence.

Other documented
transgressions directly linked with
the elections include arbitrary
arrest, lack of freedom of
expression, vote buying and favors
extended with an agreementtoin
turn support the USDP at the polls
on November 7th.
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