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Mungpi

June 15  - Veteran journalist
Win Tin said on Monday Burma’s
military rulers are going the whole
hog to garner diplomatic support
from regional countries in the face
of growing international
condemnation over the trial of
Opposition leader Aung San Suu
Kyi.

Win Tin, who is also a central
executive committee member of

the Aung San Suu Kyi led National
League for Democracy said, the
visit of Sri Lankan President Mr.
Mahinda Rajapaksa and
Singapore’s Senior Minister Goh
Chok Tong are all part of the
junta’s effort to cosy up to
regional countries.

“Clearly, the junta is in a tight
spot as the international
community has reacted more
sharply than it had anticipated.
And since it might be difficult for
the regime to try and influence
the West, they at least want the
support of r egional countries,”
Win Tin added.

On Sunday, the junta’ s
mouthpiece newspaper reported
the visit of Sri Lankan President
Rajapaksa to Burma. Rajapaksa
was received in Naypyitaw by the
Burmese Army Chief Snr. Gen
Than Shwe — a rare gesture by
the junta supremo.

Similarly, Singapore’s former
Prime Minister Goh Chok Tong on
a four-day visit to Burma last
week had meetings with Than

Junta seeks regional
support: Win Tin

Salai Pi Pi

June 9  – Bent on humiliating
and insulting detained pro-
democracy leader Aung San Suu
Kyi, a number of anonymous
groups, believed to be pro-junta,
have distributed her morphed
vulgar pictures in homes in central
Burma.

Local residents in Mandalay,
Burma’s second largest city, said
they have received distorted
pictures – depicting Daw Aung San
Suu Kyi in compromising positions
with men – dropped in their
compounds in the morning.

The business card-sized
pictures, which are apparently
designed with Photoshop software,
shows detained Opposition leader
Aung San Suu Kyi with two men,
supposedly John William Yettaw
and her late husband Michael Aris.

“The pictures had the words
“Darling I miss you” in Burmese
language. In one of the pictures
Daw Suu is seen curling up in the
arms of Yettaw,” the angry
resident told Mizzima.

The resident said the pictures
were dropped in their compound

before they woke up in the
morning, leaving no trace of who
had done it. But he was quick to
blame members of pro-junta
groups such as the Union
Solidarity and Development
Association (USDA) or the Swan
Arrshin.

Character assassination of Aung San
Suu Kyi

Continued to Page 2 ÒÔ

Similar pictures have also
been reportedly distributed in
Myingyan and Kyuakpadaung
townships in Magwe division.

The act is being viewed as a
lowly effort to humiliate the
Burmese Nobel Peace Laureate
even as the junta has charged her

of flouting her detention law and
put her on trial after an American
man, John Will iam Yettaw,
sneaked into her lakeside house
in Rangoon in early May.

Meanwhile, a Frequency
Modulated (FM) radio station

A supporter of Aung San Suu Kyi holds her poster during a protest against Burmese Junta. (File Photo)

Ko Wild

June 12  - The special court
in the notorious Insein prison on
Friday fixed June 26 for the
hearing of a defence witness in
the on-going trial of opposition
leader Aung San Suu Kyi.

The court, which opened at
10 a.m. (local time) on Frida y,
adjourned after a brief session.
Judges Thaung Nyunt and Nyi Nyi
Soe fixed June 26 for the hearing
of Daw Khin Moh Moh, a defence
witness earlier disqualified by the
court.

“We began at 10 a.m. (local
time). Aung San Suu Kyi also
arrived. But the session was brief
and the judges fixed June 26 for
the hearing of the second defence
witness,” Nyan Win, a member of
Aung San Suu Kyi’s legal team,
said.

Khin Moh Moh is the second
witnesses to be allowed to testify
in the Burmese pro-democracy
leader’s trial. The defence team
had submitted four witnesses but
the district court had earlier

rejected three. But after an appeal
by Suu Kyi’s defence lawyers, the
divisional court allowed the
second witness to testify.

The other two witnesses are
Tin Oo, vice-chairman of the
National League for Democracy,
who is also currently under house
arrest, and Win Tin, veteran
journalist and central executive
committee member of the NLD.

After the divisional court
rejected the request to allow the
other two wi tnesses to testify, Suu
Kyi’s defence team had appealed
to the High court. Though the high
court on Thursday fixed June 17
for the decision on reinstating the
other two witnesses, hours later
it cancelled the hearing and
postponed it indefini tely.

Nyan Win said, following the
court proceeding on Friday, he
was able to meet party leader
Aung San Suu Kyi for 15 minutes
and discussed the case.

“She is in good health and
looks active and strong,” Nyan Win
said.

Court adjourns Suu Kyi’s trial
till June 26
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Mungpi

June 9  - The Rangoon Divisional Court
on Tuesday decided to allow a second
defense witness to testify in the trial
against pro-democracy leader Aung San
Suu Kyi.

The decision came following a request
by defense counsels to reinstate three
witnesses – Tin Oo, Win Tin and Khin Moh
Moh – previously barred by the District
Court in Insein Prison.

Nyan Win, a member of Aung San Suu
Kyi’s legal team, said, “The court has
allowed only Daw Khin Moh Moh to testify,
despite our appeal to reinstate all three of
the witnesses.”

Earlier the District Court in Insein
Prison allowed only one defense witness
– Kyi Win – to testi fy, barring the other
three, while allowing 14 prosecution
witnesses to take the stand.

“I really do not know the reasons given
by the court today [for their decision]. The
court just said that since two of the
witnesses have been barred by the District
Court in line with the law, they are

June 10  - Burmese opposition leader
and pro democracy icon, Daw Aung San
Suu Kyi, who is currently detained in
Rangoon’s notorious Insein prison, on
Wednesday, met her lawyer Nyan Win.

Nyan Win, a member of Aung San Suu
Kyi’s legal team and spokesperson for her
party NLD, said he met her for over one
and a half hours on Wednesday and
discussed the case, which she is currently
facing at Insein Special Court.

“Daw Aung San Suu Kyi looks fine, but
she is unhappy over the injustice prevailing
in her case and has asked me to continue
fighting legal ly,” Nyan Win said.

On Tuesday, the Divisional Court
decided to allow another witness to testify
about Aung San Suu Kyi, but rejected two
other witnesses, whom the Defense
Counsels have requested to reinstate.

Nyan Win said, he would submit yet

another appeal to the High Court on
Thursday, requesting that the two other
witnesses be reinstated. The two
witnesses are Tin Oo, Vice-Chairman of
the National League for Democracy and Win
Tin, a veteran journalist and central
executive committee member of the NLD.

The District Court in Insein prison had
disqualified three out of four witnesses,
whom the defendant had submitted.

Nyan Win said, “It is not in line with
the law as there were no reasons cited for
the rejection.”

The final argument from both lawyers,
which was earlier fixed for June 5, had
been postponed to June 12, but Nyan Win
said, he does not believe the District Court
can resume the proceedings, as the
defense team will appeal in the High Court
to reinstate the two other witnesses,
earlier turned down from testifying.

rejecting them,” Nyan Win recounted of the
appellate court’s decision.

But Nyan Win said he, along with the
other three members of Aung San Suu
Kyi’s legal team, believes the Divisional
Court’s decision was unfair and not in line
with the law.

“We will take the case further to the
High Court and request a review of the
decision of the Divisional Court,” he said.

Meanwhile, the court in Insein Prison
has fixed the next hearing of the case for
Friday, June 12. Only then, according to
Nyan Win, will they know when Khin Moh
Moh will be allowed to testi fy.

“Probably, the court wi ll adjourn and
appoint another date, as we are going to
appeal to the High Court concerning the
reinstatement of the other two defense
witnesses,” he added.

He said at its current speed, the trial
will continue for some time yet, as the case
will be subjected to possible further
reviews.

“Only when the issue of reinstating the
witnesses is over will the case resume in
the I nsein Court,” he concluded.

Second defense witness to testify in
Suu Kyi trial

Salai Pi Pi

June 2  – While the world remains
fixated on the trial of National League for
Democracy (NLD) Chairman Aung San Suu
Kyi, a veteran politician has called on the
international community to press equally
hard for the release of the party’s Vice-
Chairman, Tin Oo, who is being held under
house arrest.

Win Tin, veteran journalist and Central
Executive Committee member of the
National League for Democracy (NLD), on
Tuesday said while monitoring the trial
against party leader Aung San Suu Kyi and
pressing for her release is important, the
international community should also push
the military rulers to release Tin Oo.

“I would like to urge the authorities to
release him because his five years
[detention] is alr eady completed,” Win Tin
told Mizzima.

Tin Oo, a retired military General, was
arrested along with Nobel Peace Laureate
Aung San Suu Kyi on May 31, 2003, after
a brutal attack on their motorcade by a
junta-backed mob during a political tour
in the town of Depayin in upper Burma.

Win Tin, a former political prisoner
himself, said Tin Oo, like Aung San Suu
Kyi, has passed more than five years of
detention and is thus due to be released.

“There is nothing that we can do
except raise our voices for his release,”
he added.

Tin Oo, following the brutal attack in
Depayin, was initially taken to a prison in

Kale Township in Sagaing Division. But in
February 2004 he was brought back to
Rangoon, where he has remained under
house arrest ever since.

Tin Oo, as was the case with Aung
San Suu Kyi, is being kept detained under
section 10 (b) of the Law Safeguarding the
State from Danger and Subversive
Elements, which allows the state to detain
individuals up to a maximum of five years.

Win Tin said even if the junta counts
Tin Oo’s detention date commencing from
February 2004, the duration of the
sentence is now still more than five years
and counting, and hence in violation of
Burmese law.

However, the junta, in F ebruary 2009,
announced the extension of his house
arrest for yet another year.

Bo Kyi, co-founder and Joint-Secretary
of the Assistance Association for Political
Prisoners (Burma), based in Thailand, on
Tuesday said that the continued detention
of Tin Oo and Aung San Suu Kyi clearly
shows the lack of respect for the rule of
law in Burma.

“Actually, they [ Tin Oo and Suu Kyi]
should be the ones to prosecute the
authorities for their brutality in Depayin,
but it has turned into the opposite. This
shows that there is no rule of law in
Burma,” Bo Kyi stipulated.

On Sunday, the junta’ s Deputy Defense
Minister told a regional security meeting
in Singapore that the trial against pro-
democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi is
being conducted according Burmese law,
a domestic affair in which no other states
or external parties should interfere.

He said the trial was in keeping with
the universal legal principle that no one is
above the law; further arguing, “If
offenders of the law are not faced with
action, anarchy will prevail and there will
be a breach of peace and security.”

Tin Oo, an ex-military man, is well
respected among soldiers. He was also
among the founding members of the
National League for Democracy, which won
a landslide victory in the 1990 election, the
result of which has never been honored
by the mi litary.

Call for the release of NLD Vice-
Chairman Tin Oo

Aung San Suu Kyi meets lawyer to
discuss ongoing case

based in Naypyitaw, the junta’s new jungle
capital, has reportedly aired a new humour
programme that mocks members of the
Opposition party the National League for
Democracy, particularly Aung San Suu Kyi
and the latest incidents related to the
uninvited Yettaw’s visit to her home.

Listeners in Rangoon said,
broadcasters of Padaukmyay FM Radio had
included a new gossip section named
“Yettaw and the pr etty girl” in their
programmes and talk about how the pro-
democracy leader was visited by a strange
man in the intervals in their programmes.

“These days, they air gossip about the
romantic story of Daw Suu and… I don’t
want to talk about that programme in
detail. It is nonsense, dirt y and a lowly act,”
said a listener of the Padauk May FM radio
in Rangoon.

Padaukmyay FM radio, which is aired
from 5:30 a.m. to 8:30 a.m. (Burma
Standard Time), has a nationwide
coverage through relay stations.

“The mockery programme is for about

20 minutes and then they play songs – and
it continues like that al ternatively,” the
listener added.

While opposition groups see the trial
of Aung San Suu Kyi as an excuse for the
junta to continue detaining her , pro-junta
groups have been capitalizing on the
incident of Yettaw’s visit to def ame the
Burmese democracy icon.

Besides the radio talk-show and the
distorted pictures, an internet blog,
supposedly created by a pro-junta blogger,
has come up with demeaning pictures and
messages about Daw Aung San Suu Kyi.

The blog, which is reportedly allowed
to be viewed inside Burma, has several
morphed caricatures of Daw Aung San Suu
Kyi and several other men including
caricatures of Yettaw and US president
Barack Obama in obscene acts.

In messages posted on the blog, the
writer accuses pro-democracy activists and
groups including Daw Aung San Suu Kyi of
leaning towards the West and depicts them
in vulgar caricatures.

Aung San Suu Kyi, meanwhile is

Shwe and other junta brass.
Win Tin said, such visits are indications

that the junta is seeking support from
regional countries. He said the junta had
not anticipated that there would be such a
loud outcry from the international
community by putting on trial Opposition
leader Aung San Suu Kyi.

“It [junta] seems to have miscalculated
on the strong support for Aung San Suu
Kyi by the international communi ty,” Win
Tin said.

The junta wants to gauge China’s
reaction over the mounting pressure and
is likely to go ahead and sentence the
Burmese Nobel Peace Laureate, if China
gives the green signal, he said.

According to Win Tin, the junta is
determined to sentence Aung San Suu Kyi

to a prison term and put her away before
their proposed 2010 general elections. But
it had not anticipated such an outburst
from the international communi ty.

Sources said Thura Shwe Mann, the
third leader in the Burmese military
hierarchy, last week visited China without
making any official announcement. On
Monday, the Chinese News Agency Xinhua
reported that Vice-Senior General Maung
Aye, number two in the mi litary hierarchy,
is visiting China.

Observers believe these visits are
aimed at explaining and trying to convince
China about the junta’s stand regarding the
trial of Aung San Suu Kyi and the regime’s
plans ahead.

Win Tin said, “Whatever the
circumstances, the junta is likely go ahead
with i ts plan if China approves.”

Continued From  Front Page ÒÔ

Continued From  Front Page ÒÔÒÔ

standing trial in the Insein prison court
under charges of violating her detention
law. Her lawyers have pleaded not guilty.
The trial has attracted international
criticism and calls for her immediate
release have come from countries
including the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (Asean), which traditionally
maintains a policy of non-interference in
member state’s internal affairs.

The junta, however, has paid no heed

to the calls saying the trial was  being
conducted in accordance with the law of
the country and it is an internal matter
where no other country should interfere.

Opposition groups and critics see the
trial as an effort to continue detaining Aung
San Suu Kyi in a move to keep her out of
the public scenario before their planned
election in 2010.

Some information contributed by Myint
Maung
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Phanida

June 12  – The ‘Forum for Democracy
in Burma’ (FDB) in exile has urged the UN
Security Council to tackle the Karen refugee
issue by taking action on the grounds of
crime against humanity.

The FDB made the demand yesterday
after the combined forces of the Burmese
Army and the DKBA launched a fresh
offensive against the ‘Karen National Union’
(KNU) this month and about 4,000 refugees
fled to Thailand.

“With innocent civilians feeling the war
zone, we call upon the UN to address this
problem at the earliest within the
framework of ‘crimes against humanity’,”
FDB General Secretary Dr. Naing Aung told
Mizzima.

The FDB alleged that due to the failure
of the junta to perf orm its duty, hundreds
of thousands of refugees are fleeing from
their homes. Besides there are the issues
of the child soldiers, crime against
humanity, including rampant assault and
rape of women in Burma.

“The junta commits these crimes by
virtue of having arms in their hands. The
arms embargo should be imposed on them

by the international communi ty. The UN has
to take effective measures to curb these
crimes committed by the junta,” Dr. Naing
Aung said.

In their demand made to the UN,
besides the Karen refugee issue, the FDB
pointed to other crimes such as rape of
ethnic women as a result of irresponsibility
by the junta. The statement also said that
there were over 100,000 refugees in nine
camps along Thai-Burma border and most
of them are ethnic Karen.

The FDB Joint-Secretary Soe Aung
also said that there were about 2,100
political prisoners languishing in prisons
after the junta systematically imprisoned
pro-democracy forces. The military junta
wil l  perpetuate and establish its
stranglehold if national reconciliation is not
achieved, he said. KNU is an armed ethnic
organization which has waged war for the
right to self-determination against
successive Burmese governments for about
half a century.

FDB comprises of seven pro-
democracy organizations of students,
youths and women’s organizations. It is a
Thai-based organization into pro-
democracy movements.

Solomon

June 9  – Over  3,500 Karen in eastern
Burma have fled to neighbouring Thailand
in the aftermath of fresh conflicts along the
border between Karen armed rebels and
the Burmese Army and its ally.

A member of the Thai-Burma border
based Committee for Internally Displaced
Karen People (CIDKP), which  keeps tabs
on and provides assistance to displaced
people in Karen State told Mizzima that the
refugee influx has risen sharply in the past
few days as a result of fresh fighting along
the border.

“People continue to flee to the bor der.
There are now about 3,500 people here,”
said Black Town, a member of the CIDKP.

He said the refugees are now being
protected by the Thai Army and social
groups. A coalition of International non-
government organizations, the Thailand-
Burma Border Consortium (TBBC), is
providing food, medical care and other
supplies.

“Villagers are forced to serve the
military and are used as porters if they fail
to give money to the arm y,” said Black
Town.

David Takarpaw, Vice-Chairman of the
Karen National Union, Burma’s longest

operating armed group, said the Burmese
Army and its ally, Democratic Karen
Buddhist Army (DKBA), a KNU splinter
group have launched a fresh offensive
against the KNU as of June 3.

The attacks were launched against the
Karen National Liberation Army’s 7th
Brigade on June 3, but fighting had stopped
from Monday night. The KNLA is the armed
wing of the KNU.

“Now the fighting has stopped. But we
carefully moni toring the si tuation,”
Takarpaw said.

Takarpaw said, l ike in earl ier
operations, the Burmese Army uses the
DKBA forces to fight in the fore front while
they stay behind and use mortars.

The fresh attacks could be aimed at
diverting international attention from the
ongoing trial against Burmese pro-
democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi.

The KNU has been fighting against
successive central governments of Burma
since 1948 and are among the few armed
groups that have not signed a ceasefire
pact with the military junta.

“They planned to completely destroy
our 7th Brigade but it is impossible. More
soldiers from the DKBA will die. And they
need to realize that,” said Takarpaw.

Fresh clashes force many Karen to fleeFDB urges UN to address Karen
refugee issue

Nyein Chan

June 3  – About 300 people from
proper Burma have been resettled to
Arakan State under the government’s
border region developmental projects.

The group of people, who belongs to
Rangoon, Mandalay, Pyinmana, Prome and
Bassein, have reportedly migrated to
“model villages” built in Maungdaw and
Buthitaung Townships by the authori ties
under its Development and Resettlement
Project of Border Regions. The group of
people are the third batch to be resettled
to the region.

“They came here with their whole
families including men, women and
children,” an of ficial of the bor der security
force, also known as Na-sa-ka, in
Kyikanpyin told Mizzima.

Earlier in January and March, about
300 people (150 households) and 500

people (150 households) have arrived
these villages.

These Na-ta-la villages are located in
Buthidaung and Maungtaw Townships since
2001 and contains about a 100 houses in
each villages. Under this plan, a total of
100 such villages will be built in this border
region. About 2,500 households are
believed to have arrived in these model
villages.

The authorities gave these new
settlers a 80’x60’ plot of land each, a house,
farmland, cow and food for six months, a
local resident of Aungmingala village said.
But a rumour has spread that the
authorities collected money from these
new settlers for this project.

Buthitaung and Maungdaw Townships
is predominantly occupied by Rohingya, a
Muslim minority, whom the go vernment of
Burma does not recognised them as
citizens.

Villagers forced to relocate to Arakan
State

Solomon

June 16 – The Daewoo International
led consortium on Monday agreed to sell
gas from the A-1 and A-3 blocks of its
offshore gas production in western Burma
to the China National Petroleum
Corporation (CNPC).

A press official of Daewoo told Mizzima
on Tuesday that the company signed a
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) on
Monday for the sale of natural gas to CNPC.

Kim, the officer from the Press
Department of Daewoo in Seoul said the
agreement will be effective “probably for
25 to 30 years.” And the gas wi ll be sold
only to “the company in China from the A1
and A3 blocks.”

The MoU comes in the wake of
protracted negotiation between the stake
holders - Daewoo International, India’s Oil
and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC), Gas
Authority of India (GAIL), The Korean Gas
Corporation (KOGAS), Myanmar Gas and
Oil Enterprise (MOGE) and CNPC, the
official said.

Daewoo’s press statement said, the
company, following this agreement, is
expecting a profit of more than $ 10 billion
for over 25 years not only through the sale
of gas but also from constructing a pipeline
and gas transportation business during the
period of sale.

The sale of gas will start in 2012, the
company said.

Meanwhile, the EarthRights

International (ERI) and the Shwe Gas
Movement (SGM), campaign groups, have
accused the Korean government for failing
to investigate the Korean corporation
regarding their involvement in human
rights abuses connected to the gas project
in Burma.

“The Korean government is failing to
hold Korean corporations accountable for
abuses connected to natural gas
development in mi litary-ruled Burma,” a
joint statement issued by the ERI and SGM
said on Monday.

The groups said despite their
complaints about Korean corporations
flouting the Organization for Economic
Cooperation and Development (OECD)
guidelines for Multinational Enterprises,
has failed to take any serious action.

According to the groups Korean
corporations including Daewoo has
violated OECD guidelines. It called on the
Korean government to take the initiative
in investigating the mat ter.

The groups, having failed to receive
concrete replies or seen action, will urge
the ensuing OECD’s annual meeting, to be
held f rom June 16 to 17, at i ts
headquarters in Paris, to address the
Korean corporation’s investment in the
Burmese gas project.

“This is an opportunity for the OECD
Investment Committee to build confidence
around the OECD guidelines as a viable
standard for corporate accountability,” said
ERI Burma Project Coordinator Matthew

Daewoo signs MoU to sell gas to
China

Nyein Chan

June 16 – Four officials of the
Budithaung prison in Arakan state in
western Burma have been removed from
their posts following the arrest of a man
possessing a documentary film on the
conditions inside the prison.

Sources in the Ministry of Home Affairs
told Mizzima that Budithaung prison in-
charge Tin Tun, prison doctor Htay Win,
jailer Win Maung and anther prison officer
Thein Kyaw were dismissed on June 7 by
the authorities.

While it is still not clear why they were
sacked, observers believe that it might
have to do with the seizure of a video film
last month on the conditions inside the
Budithaung prison.

“The video tape shows, the living
condition in the prison and how prisoners
are being forced to work. The tape was
seized from a man who was travelling from
Budithaung to Maungdaw town,” a source
in the Military Affairs Security (MAS) told
Mizzima.

The arrested man was identified as
Thein Oo and is a resident of Budithaung
town, sources said.

A person, who tried to visit the prison
recently, said authorities have beefed up
security in the prison and meetings with
visitors are seldom being allowed.

At least 20 political prisoners including
Reverand Monk Ei Tharya, Ko Ko Gyi and
Ma Ni Ni Nay Myint are being held in the
notorious prison, sources said.

Four prison officials sacked in
Western Burma

Smith said in the statement.
Rights advocates have documented

that there are numerous violation of human
rights including forced relocations, forced
labour, extra-judicial killings, arbitrary
arrests and detention by the Burmese Army
along the gas pipeline project causing

thousands of villagers to flee into the
jungles or to neighbouring countries
including Thailand.

“The Korean government conveniently
dismissed our complaint and now the OECD
must fi ll the gap,” said Wong Aung,
Coordinator of the Shwe Gas Movement.
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Salai Pi Pi

June 10  - More than one-hundred
Indian Members of Parliament (MP) on
Wednesday called on Prime Minister Dr.
Manmohan Singh to press Burma’s military
regime to release Nobel Peace Laureate
Aung San Suu Kyi and restore democracy
to the country.

One-hundred eighteen Indian MPs
joined the petition initiated by the Indian
Parliamentarians Forum for Democracy in
Burma (IPFDB), urging Manmohan Singh
to secure the release of Aung San Suu Kyi
and support the reinstatement of
democratic governance in Burma.

“We strongly call on the Indian
government to intervene in the current
situation to urge upon the Burmese
generals through all possible diplomatic
and other demarches to release Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi and impress upon the regime
in respecting democratic principles,” said
Abani Roy, Member of I ndia’s Upper House
of Parliament, in a press conference held
at the Indian Women Press Corp. on
Wednesday.

Abani Roy added, “As the largest
democracy and good neighbor, we have a
moral obligation to rescue her [Aung San
Suu Kyi] and the country from the

devastation.”
The call of the Indian MPs comes as

India’s government has remained silent for
the past month regarding Aung San Suu
Kyi’s ongoing trial, while other members
of the international community including
the United Nations, United States, European
Union and Association of Southeast Asia
Nations have expressed their concerns and
called for the immediate release of Suu
Kyi and political reform in the troubled
Southeast Asian nation.

Sharad Joshi (MP), co-convener of
IPFDB, also urged India’s National
Congress party, recently returned to power
by voters, to review its soft approach to
the military regime as its silence over the
suffering of the Burmese people has only
served to make the regime more
aggressive.

“We understand that the military
regime in Burma currently headed by
General Than Shwe continues to pose a
threat to the lives and liberties of hundreds
of thousands of innocent people in Burma,”
MPs told Manmohan Singh in their petition
letter.

Indian MPs also reminded the Indian
government that an inclusive political
process and free and fair elections in 2010
will not occur if the regime continues to
detain Aung San Suu Kyi along with the
more than 2,100 other political prisoners.

Dr. Tint Shwe, Information Minister of
the exile-based National Coalit ion
Government of the Union of Burma
(NCGUB), further articulated in a press
conference today that India’s government
should not only engage with the Burmese
regime but should also reach out to the
Burmese pro-democracy movement as
well.

Indian PM urged to secure Suu Kyi’s
release

Usa Pichai

June 15 - Thailand’s Army Chief has
insisted that no armed group has entered
Thai territory, after the r ecent clashes
between the armed wing of the Karen
National Union and the Burmese Army.

Thailand’s Army Chief, Gen Anupong
Phaochinda, said that Karen villagers from
Burma, had escaped to Thailand, but there
were no reports that KNU soldiers had also
fled to Pobphra district of Thailand.

“We raised surveillance to prevent
infiltration by armed groups and also to
prevent cross-border exchange of fire.
Recently, the vi llagers were worried about
their safety because some bullets went
astray on the Thai side. When the local
Thai villagers feel confident about their
safety, they wi ll return home,” he is
believed to have said, according to a report
in Thai newspaper, Matichon, on Monday.

Lieutenant General Thanongsak
Apirakyothin, Thailand’s Third Army Chief,
has said regarding the current conflict near
the Thailand and Burma border, that he
believed the battle would be over soon and
in that case the Burmese Army and the
rebels should remove their troops.

Thanongsak said that Thai villagers,
who were affected due to the fighting were
relocated to safer areas, which was
provided by local authorities and security

officials. “The number of refugees is
estimated at 2,800 but not more than
3,000 people have been sent to shelters
on the Thai side. Mainly they are women
and children and none of them are
suspected soldiers or porters from the
armed group,” he added.

Thai health officials from Thasongyang
districts of Tak province have set up a
medical center, to provide health check ups
for about 3,000 Karen villagers, who
escaped from conflict-torn Burma, and
who currently are in Mae Song and Mae
U-Su villages, since June 2. About 50
refugees suffered from diaorrhea, malaria
and respiratory diseases. The officials have
asked for more medicine from the
provincial health office, because it is
unlikely that the refugees can return home
in the near future due to the ongoing
battle.

The European Union last week
expressed “serious concern” over the
mounting military offensive by the Burmese
Army and its allies against the Karen
National Liberation Army, which has
resulted in large numbers of civilians in
eastern Burma fleeing to neighbouring
Thailand.

However, the Burmese military junta
“categorically rejected” the European
Union’s concerns over a growing offensive
against the Karen armed group, state
media said on Sunday.

The New Light of Myanmar newspaper
quoted the Burmese military regime’s
Foreign Ministry’s statement that said
Myanmar was “disappointed with the
politically motivated declaration of the EU
presidency, which was released without a
thorough study of Myanmar’s insurgency
problem”.

“Therefore, the Ministry categorically
rejects the factually incorrect declaration
made by the EU presidency, relying on
inaccurate information originated from the
insurgent groups and biased media
reports,” i t said.

Thai Army Chief denies presence of
KNU soldiers among refugees

 Solomon

June 15  – The Taiwan External Trade
Development Council (TAITRA) has signed
a trade agreement with the Union of
Myanmar Federation of Chambers of
Commerce (UMFCCI) as part of its effort
to forge closer economic ties with
Southeast Asian countries.

An official in the TAITRA office in
Bangkok told Mizzima on Monday that the
TAITRA on June 8 signed a Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU) on bilateral trade
with the UMFCCI as part of Taiwan’s efforts
to forge closer economic ties with the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN), a booming economic bloc.

The MoU, according to the official, was
signed during a TAITRA’s trade delegation’s
visit to Burma and Cambodia.

The official, who wished not to be
named, said Burma being a member of the
ASEAN, which is a booming economic bloc,
is of interest to Taiwan.

While the trade pact is the first official
agreement, the official said, trade relations
between the two countries, howev er, go a
long way back.

“Bilateral trade relationship with
Myanmar [Burma] has been existence over
a long time,” said the of ficial, adding that
there are at least 200 Taiwanese-owned
enterprises operating currently in Burma.

The Burmese Opposition in exile,
however, said Taiwan should consider the

polit ical impact of having a trade
relationship with military-ruled Burma
before signing any trade pacts.

Nyo Ohn Myint, in-charge of the
Foreign Affairs Committee of the National
League for Democracy-Liberated Area
(NLD-LA) in exile said it is not f or Taiwan
to seek only economic benefits, instead of
supporting the movement for the
restoration of democracy in Burma.

“They [ Taiwan] should not do i t. Their
investment only benefits the military
government, their family members and
their cronies but not the people,” said Nyo
Ohn Myint.

He said Taiwan’s ruling Chinese
Nationalist Party-Kuomintang (KMT) is
emphasizing on economic development and
is building political relationship with the
other country based on it.

He said, even before this MoU, there
has been ongoing trade between the two
countries because Taiwan wants to bui ld
a good relationship with China so it is also
building a good relationship with China’s
ally - Burma.

“There are a lot of Taiwanese living in
Burma and I think they lead this trade
agreement,” said Nyo Ohn Myint, adding
that they should be more careful of the
impact of the trade relations rather than
focusing on economic gains.

Burma, in support to the one-China
policy, has had no diplomatic relationship
with Taiwan.

Taiwan, Burma sign trade pact

Mungpi

June 2  - Increasing militarization and
internal conflict has pushed Burma down
to 126th place in the new Global Peace
Index, which measures the level of peace
in countries across the world.

The 2009 Global Peace Index, released
on Tuesday, reveals that Burma’s peace
has been further reduced by continued
militarization, internal armed conflict and
human rights violations.

Ranking 126th among the 144
countries included in the Index, Burma also
ranks as the 22nd worse country in Asia,
ahead of only North Korea, Pakistan and
Afghanistan.

The Index calculates the level of peace
in a country using 23 qualitative and
quantitative indicators ranging from a
country’s level of military expenditure to
its relations with neighboring countries and
the level of respect for human rights.

The indicators, selected by an
international panel of experts including
academics and leaders of peace
institutions, shows that in 2008 global
peace has been jeopardized by the global
recession and an increase in violent conflict
and political instability.

In Burma, reports suggest that human
rights violations and militarization
continued to increase in 2008.

According to the Karen National Union
(KNU), an ethnic armed rebel group based
along the Thai-Burmese border, its Army
had more than 1,000 clashes with the
Burmese Army and their allies over the
course of the preceding year.

The KNU said the junta, in early 2009,
concluded a three-year military campaign
against the rebel group, with an aim to
eliminate them.

The increasing incidence of armed
conflict has produced thousands of
internally displaced persons along the Thai-
Burmese border, according to the
Committee for Internally Displaced Karen
People (CIDKP), a group helping internally
displaced persons.

Additionally, following deadly Cyclone
Nargis in May 2008, the worst recorded
natural disaster in Burmese history, human
rights violations reportedly reached a new
height.

Rights groups and international
governments condemned Burma’s ruling
junta for blocking aid supplies in the
immediate aftermath of the cyclone. And
even though the junta later opened up and
accepted external help, rights groups said
violations, including restrictions on
movement within cyclone hit regions, have
continued to hamper rel ief and
rehabilitation efforts.

The Index, which is in its third year,
defines peace as “the absence of violence”
and looks at internal indicators including
homicides, percentage of the population
in jail, availability of guns and the level of
organized crime.

It also looks at external indicators
including the size of the mi litary, exports
and imports of arms, battlefield deaths,
UN peacekeeping contributions and
relations with neighboring states.

The study is endorsed by several
prominent individuals including Nobel
Peace Laureates Martti Ahtisaari – former
President of Finland, Archbishop Desmond
Tutu, His Holiness the Dalai Lama, former
President Jimmy Carter and Kofi Annan –
former Secretary General of the United
Nations. It is maintained by the Australia-
based Institute for Economics and Peace.

Burma ranks 126th in Global Peace
Index
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June 10  – United Nations Secretary
General Ban Ki-moon says despite some
progress in combating the incidence of child
soldiers in Burma, there remains much
work to be done, urging the military
government to increase their commitment
to ridding the country of child soldiers.

In a report, his second on the subject,
released yesterday and dated June 1, Ban
outlined what he perceives to be a “lack of
interest” on the part of Burmese authorities
to aggressively put an end to the practice
of recruiting child soldiers.

As such, Ban urges the junta to
“redress the prevailing culture of impunity,
to launch investigations into all incidents
of recruitment and use of children, and to
prosecute people responsible for such acts
under the Penal Code.”

Additional recommendations to
Burma’s military leaders made by the
Secretary General entail :  further
engagement with the U.N.’s country task
force, ratification of the Optional Protocol
to the Convention on the Rights of the Child
and enhanced humanitarian access.

According to the report, those most
susceptible to finding themselves serving
in the ranks of Burma’s Army include
unaccompanied street children and
loiterers in the vicinity of railway stations
and pagodas – including novice monks.
Orphans are said to be at particular risk
from Army recruiters.

Of the specific cases brought to the
Secretary General’s attention, one account
chronicled the recruitment of an 11-year
old boy who, after serving in the Army for
a handful of years, was found suffering
from a myriad of diseases and afflictions,
including testing positive for HIV/AIDS.

Though Ban acknowledges a degree
of progress made on the part of Burma’s
generals in addressing the problem, he
stipulates that it remains very difficult to
verify the purported steps implemented by

the junta unless the process involves either
the International Labor Organization or
International Committee of the Red Cross.

In the period covered by the study, of
40 cases filed with the International Labor
Organization, 28 realized the release of
the soldier in question. However, i t is
cautioned the reported cases are believed
to only represent a fraction of the overall
population of child soldiers within the ranks
of Burma’s armed forces.

Most cases filed with authorities,
moreover, arise from the country ’s urban
centers – Rangoon and Mandalay – as the
rural population is said to still be largely
uninformed as to the possible legal
recourses available to them and the rights
of children.

The presence of child soldiers is also
said to persist in the ranks of numerous
ethnic rebel outfits – both allied to the
junta and fighting against the central
government. Ethnic-based armies said to
be or suspected of recruiting child soldiers
include: Karen National Liberation Army,
Shan State Army – South, Karenni National
Progressive Party/Karenni Army, Karen
National Union/Karen National Liberation
Army – Peace Council, Kokang Army,
Democratic Karen Buddhist Army and
United Wa State Army.

Interestingly, Ban states that additional
difficulties may arise in the near future in
combating the incidence of child soldiers
in Burma as the country is “undertaking
some structural political changes,” an
apparent reference to the upcoming 2010
general election and a foreseen altered
political landscape.

Child soldiers are defined as those
under the age of 18.

Ban’s second report on the subject of
child soldiers in Burma covers a period of
time from October 2007 to March 2009.
The results of the study will be submitted
to the United Nations Security Council.

Child soldiers still a fact of life in
Burma: Ban

June 15  – More than 100 former
political prisoners world wide, have put
their signatures on a statement calling for
the release of Burmese democracy icon
Aung San Suu Kyi and urged the UN
Security Council to impose a global arms
embargo on Burma.

The former political prisoners from
over 20 countries across Asia, Africa, Latin
America and Europe have signed a special
“64 wor ds to Aung San Suu Kyi”, a
campaign that urges Aung San Suu Kyi’s
supporters to tweet, write text messages,
send videos and photographs to a Website
– 64forsuu.org, launched by campaigners
on May 27 to mark the Nobel Peace
Laureate’s 64th birthday on June 19.

The former political prisoners in their
64 words for Aung San Suu Kyi said, “The
continued denial of your freedom
unacceptably attacks the human rights of
all 2,156 political prisoners in Myanmar.
As those also incarcerated for our political
beliefs, we share the world’s outrage. We
call on the United Nations Security Council
to press the Myanmar Government to
immediately release all political prisoners,
and to restrict weapons that strengthen its
hand through a global arms embargo.”

Kim Dae-jung, South Korea’s former
President and Nobel Peace Laureate in his
words said, “Aung San Suu Kyi’s continued
detention shames Asia.”

Malaysia’s Anwar Ibrahim called on the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations

(ASEAN) to scrap its policy of non-
interf erence saying, “ASEAN cannot
continue its policy of non-intervention. It’s
time to work together for regional stability
and prosperity.”

Several signatories are themselves
under house arrest including Yuan Weijing
and Zeng Jinyan of China.

Others who signed their names include
Anwar Ibrahim, former Deputy Prime
Minister of Malaysia, Ingrid Betancourt,
former Senator and Nobel Peace Prize
nominee kidnapped by the Colombian
FARDC, Kim Dae-jung, former President of
South Korea and Nobel Peace Prize
Laureate, Lech Walesa, former President
of Poland and Nobel Peace Prize Laureate,
Nelson Mandela.

The others are Shirin Ebadi, lawyer
and Nobel Peace Prize Laureate; Shao
Jiang, a survivor of the Tiananmen Square
massacre, Terry Waite, the B ri tish
humanitarian and author, Vaclav Havel,
writer and former President of the Czech
Republic, and Yuri Feodorovich Orlov,
nuclear physicist and former Soviet
dissident.

The ‘64 words for Aung San Suu Kyi’
campaign, dedicated to her 64th birthday
and the 14th time that she will celebrate it
in solitary confinement, has been signed
by several prominent personalities
including British Prime Minister Gordon
Brown and British soccer player David
Beckham.

Over 100 former political prisoners
call for Suu Kyi’s release

Salai Pi Pi

June 4  – United Nation’s Secretary-
General Ban Ki-moon on Wednesday said
he would like to revisit military-ruled Burma
and assist the country in the realization of
former Burmese U.N. Secretary-General U
Thant’s vision of democracy.

Speaking at a New York luncheon held
in honor of the centenary anniversary of U
Thant’s birth, Ban said the former
Secretary-General was a strong advocate
of democracy and had worked hard to
bring peace under his concept of ‘One
World’.

“It is a sad irony that U Thant’s vision
of democracy has not been realized in his
own country. That is why I would l ike to
visit Myanmar [Burma] again this year,” Ban
iterated.

Ban earlier revealed his plan to pay a
visit to Burma during an interview with CNN,
saying he would like to go back to the
Southeast Asian nation as soon as possible
and push for the release of detained
opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi and
other political prisoners.

The world body chief also praised U
Thant, the first Asian to become U.N.
Secretary-General, for his commitment
toward world peace and his efforts in
defusing Cold War tensions and in helping
to lay the foundations for sustainable
development.

Ban Ki-moon is the second Asian to be
elected Secretary-General of the U.N.

During his tenure as the third
Secretary-General, from 1961 to 1971, U
Thant successfully mediated and prevented
the possible outbreak of war in Yemen in
1962 and Bahrain in 1968 amidst fears of
a wider regional conflict.

Ban, during his visit to Burma in the
aftermath of Cyclone Nargis in May 2008,
paid homage to U Thant’s mausoleum in
Rangoon.

U Thant was born in Pantanaw in
Burma’s Irrawaddy Division on January 22,
1909, and passed away on November 25th,
1974, due to lung cancer.

Despite his popularity on the
international stage, Burma’s former military
strongman, General Ne Win, who assumed
power in a bloodless coup in 1962, refused
to honor U Thant with a state funeral after
his body was flown back to Burma from
New York.

Ne Win’s lack of respect immediately
provoked Rangoon University students into
action, taking the body of U Thant to the
university in order to organize a grand
funeral. However, tr oops sent to the
campus by Ne Win to confront the students
instead opened fire on the gathering.

The event, which started off as a
demand to hold a state funeral for U Thant,
is known in modern Burmese history as
the ‘U Thant uprising’, as following the
bloody crackdown students and civilians
marched the streets of Rangoon in protest
against Ne Win and his Burma Socialist
Program Party.

U Thant’s vision of democracy
unrealized in Burma: Ban

June 12  – The German and French
Heads-of-State, Angela Merkel and Nicolas
Sarkozy, during a joint news conf erence
Thursday in Paris declared they are trying
to enlist the assistance of China and India
to exert further pressure on Burma’s
military authorities concerning the trial of
Aung San Suu Kyi.

French President Sarkozy announced
he and Chancellor Merkel are “very
worried” by the plight of the 63-year old
Burmese opposition leader, who faces a
possible five-year prison sentence for
allegedly violating the terms of her house
arrest.

Sarkozy also revealed he recently
attempted to phone the pro-democracy
leader, but the mi litary government denied
his request, qualifying the Burmese junta’s
attitude as “extraordinary”.

“We are asking our Chinese and Indian
friends for help and to take into account
the concerns that we have for the Nobel
Peace Prize winner ahead of a conviction
that appears, unfortunately, unavoidable,”
said Sarkozy.

For her part, Merkel invited all “our
partners in the r egion”, particularly I ndia
and China, to help to improve Suu Kyi’s
treatment in terms of human rights.
“France and Germany are seeking the best
means to help her,” added the German
Chancellor.

Following European elections held last
weekend, the leaders of the Paris-Berlin
axis chose to speak in a common voice in
order to confirm their unity on the issue
and to attempt to strengthen a still shaky
European foreign policy foundation.

It is the first time the French President
expressed himself openly and officially
regarding Suu Kyi since she was charged
for allowing a foreigner into her home early
last month.

In the wake of Suu Kyi’s confinement
within Rangoon’s Insein Prison, France,
through First Lady Carla Bruni-Sarkozy,
made a public appeal for her release,
referring to the opposition leader’s fragile
health and warning that a jail sentence
could prove “l ife-threatening”.

France, Germany join ranks in
seeking release of Suu Kyi
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May Kyaw

(interview wi th Dr. Naing Aung)
  Dr. Naing Aung, General Secretary of the Thai land based ‘Forum for Democracy in

Burma’ has rejected the information that FDB is having contacts with  John William
Yettaw, an American man who swam across Innya Lake and intruded into Aung San
Suu Kyi’s house.

He responded to the news and allegations posted on, as he called it, a rumour
mongering pro-junta ‘Thakinwe’ website (www.tharkinwe.com) depicting a photograph
of a meeting between Yettaw and FDB.

Dr. Naing Aung said that the man in the photogr aph was not Yettaw but an Australian
journalist Phil Thornton, which was posted on the FDB website. This is an attempt by
the junta to mislead the people and a distortion of facts, he said.

In order to have a clear understanding on the rumoured connections, Mizzima’s
reporter May Kyaw talked to Dr. Naing Aung.

Q: The Thakinwe website claims that Mr. Yettaw came to the FDB office. Is it true?
A: The ‘Thakinwe’ website is a pro-junta website which usually posts news of the

junta and supports the regime. I cannot say whether it is true or not. I’d only like to say
that by seeing such news it is becoming clearer that the junta is concocting and distorting
facts to mislead and confuse the people.

Q: ‘Thakinwe’ posted the news with a photograph as evidence. They said that the
man in the photogr aph was Mr. John Yettaw.

A: He is not Yettaw. He is an Australian journalist Phil Thornton who f requently
gives training to us. And also this photograph was not taken at the FDB office, but at the
office of the ‘Association for Assistance to Political Prisoners-Burma (AAPPB) while he
was imparting ‘media strategy’ training to us.

Now they are trying to exaggerate and are framing a case against the accused
having contacts with pro-democracy organizations on the border and that he is a CIA
agent. All this, when they are standing trial.

Moreover they accused him of coming to Burma and doing this job at the behest of
the border based organizations and having contacts with these organizations to mislead
the people.  I think everything has been revealed in what his defence lawyer Khin
Maung Oo said in the media.

Recently, the SPDC (junta) accused us of planting bombs. And then again they
accused us of having contacts with Yettaw. I’d l ike to say this is the junta’ s attempt to
mislead and confuse the people and the international community.

Q: Dr. Naing Aung, do you mean the man in the photogr aph is not Mr. Yettaw, and
that he is another man? Or do you mean this photograph is doctored?

A: No, he is not Mr. Yettaw. But the photogr aph is a real one posted on our FDB
website, www.democraticforumburma.org. This photo was included in our electronic
media, Forum Journal Vol. 1, I ssue No. 1, publ ished on April 2009. This has also been
included in our press release. He is not Mr. Yettaw.

Q: How did ‘Thakinwe’ get this photograph?
A:  We publish our electronic media on our website as a monthly online magazine.

We posted this news with this photograph in this publication and so it is likely that the
photograph was taken from our website and then f abricated and concocted the story.

FDB denies having contact with Yettaw

Despite the UN Security Council’s threat of imposing sanctions, the Communist

dictatorship of North Korea is defiant and is going ahead with its plan of becoming a

nuclear weapons state.

Since the 1990s the economy of North Korea with a population of 23 million has

been deteriorating and millions of its people are on the brink of famine. But the

ostentatious and recalcitrant leader Kim Jung-il does not care, for he cares only

about his plutonium weapons.

At the same time, south of the Korea peninsular is developing and is heading for

the top slot in Asia. The people of South Korea can enjoy one of the highest living

standards in the world. But in the North, the leader , a fan of Hollywood movies, is

talking of principles of self-reliance repeatedly and using public money only for building

its military strength. The GDP of North Korea is less than 3 per cent of South Korea.

After the nuclear bomb test on May 25, the UNSC unanimously voted for a

resolution to impose sanctions on North Korea. But the North defied the sanction by

testing a ballistic missile capable of carrying a nuclear warhead.

While the people of the whole world are concerned over North Korea, which has

an army of one million, becoming a nuclear weapons state, the leaders of the Burmese

junta may be one of those who would like to emulate North Korea.

Burma severed diplomatic ties with North Korea after agents of North Korea

assassinated South Korea’s cabinet members and officials including the Prime Minister

and three ministers in the 1983 bomb blast at Martyrs’ mausoleum in Rangoon. The

current regime approached North Korea to help build their military might and is

getting technical assistance in recent years. Now they have restored friendly

relationship based on mutual sympathy and common ground of facing the same

hardships.

In an emergency resolution adopted by the UNSC, including China, which has

traditional influence over both North Korea and Burma,  North Korean vessels can be

stopped and searched on high seas along with imposition of an arms embargo and

financial sanctions. Even then, it is unable to rein in North’s nuclear weapons

programme.

Though it is believed that Burma is still far from possessing nuclear weapons, it

is very clear that it is expanding its military might. But only few will doubt the dream

of Burma, ruled by Senior Gen. Than Shwe, the father of the bride, who wore

diamonds like cascades in her wedding reception, to become a second North Korea.

Dream of Burmese Generals

Ko Wild

 In a testimony given in the special court hearing of the case in Insein prison
yesterday, the American John William Yettaw who swam across the Innya Lake and
sneaked into  detained leader Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s residence testified that he once
met Bo Kyi from Thai based ‘Association for Assistance to Political Prisoners – Burma
(AAPPB).

Mizzima’s reporter Ko Wild interviewed Bo Kyi to find out about what matters they
discussed during their meeting.

Q. We heard that Yettaw met you during his visit to the Thai-B urma border. I s it
true?

A. Yes, certainly, he met me. We can say he visited AAPP. He came and discussed
about political prisoners and he visited our exhibition too.

Q. When did you meet him?
A. Last year. I am not sur e of the date or month an ymore, I think i t was was in

November or December last year.
Q. By which name did he intr oduce himself to you. Was it the name Yettaw?
A. Yes, he told me a name but as you know, we cannot remember and memorize

these foreign names.
Q. Did you recognize him when you see the photograph of Mr. Yettaw?
A. When I first saw him in the newspapers, I seemingly recognized him. And then

when he talked about writing a book, then I remembered and recognized this man
whom I saw here before.

Q. What are the things that you discussed with him?
A. I discussed with him mainly issues of political prisoners, the current situation,

about my experience, the experiences of other persons among other things. He also
said that he would write a book mainly on the issues of the people persecuted and
tortured. He asked me if we would take revenge on these perpetrators. I told him that
we would not take revenge on these people and we can forgive them. We are striving
for restoration of democracy and human rights in our country. We are not doing i t f or
taking revenge against them. I discussed with him things like that.

Q.  Yettaw swam across and entered Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s house. Did he discuss
about this plan with you during your meeting with him?

A. No, I don’t know about it. He didn’t say anything about this plan to me.

What did Yettaw discuss with Bo Kyi?
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Aung San Suu Kyi has said “Fear is a
habit” in Burma. And the fear the junta has
incited among its own population has in
turn come to increasingly provoke fear on
the part of the junta i tself. While the “people
are conditioned to live in fear; they fear to
lose their friends, their l iberty, their means
of support,” continued Aung San Suu Kyi,
suspicion and a lack of confidence have in
turn been internalized within the mindset
of the military to a state of paranoia, as
they fear the loss of power.

The transfer of the capital to
Naypyitaw, as one example, shows this
increasing feeling of insecurity within the
ranks of the junta. Analysts speculate the
move of the capital was premised on one,
or a combination of, the f ollowing three
criteria: a return to the royal tradition and
a further snub directed at Brit ish
colonialism; as a further line of insulation
against a popular uprising, as witnessed
in 1988 and 2007; and in response to a
sense of insecurity, a reaction borne out
of even greater concern following the
invasion of Iraq by the United States in
2003. It is indeed still highly probable the
junta considers a foreign invasion possible,
in particular one commanded by the CIA.

The habitual and reciprocal cycle of
fear is only exacerbated with an angry
population dissatisfied with military
governance, tired of political repression
and losing patience with the inability of the
regime to effectively address the economic
situation. Moreover, the international outcry
against the junta is becoming more and
more virulent in a time of enhanced political
tension surrounding the trial of Aung San
Suu Kyi.

Fear and paranoia on the part of the
leaders not only raises the potency of the
regime directed at the population, but

heightens the paranoia of the leaders of
the Tatmadaw as well.

Since Ne Win, Burma’s leaders have
exhibited a pathological mistrust and fear
of everything from abroad. This paranoia
is not simply due to a whimsical desire of
the military to cl ing to power. Overcome
with a mentality of feeling surrounded by
hostile forces, a spirit of isolationism on
the part of the military is at the same time
an attempt to feel secure.

The Generals have attained such a
level of paranoia and fear of the “other ”,
originating from either inside or outside
the country, that, as is now pr oven, they
have constructed tunnel networks to serve
as emergency shelters.

Burma analyst and author Bertil
Lintner, wri ting for Yale Global Online on
Tuesday, revealed how North Korea has
been secretly helping Burma to build a

tunnel complex around Naypyitaw, among
other strategic locations. Speculated to
have begun in 2003, the tunnels, it is
believed, are now ready for use.

“North Korean technicians have helped
them construct underground facilities
where they can survive any threats from
their own people as well as the outside
world,” according to Lintner, adding, “It is
not known if the tunnels are linked to
Burma’s reported efforts to develop
nuclear technology.”

Lintner explains that the export of such
know-how to Burma was first documented
in June 2006, when intelligence agencies
intercepted a message from Naypyitaw
confirming the arrival of a group of North
Korean tunnelling experts at the site.

As exhibited in other instances, North
Korean tunnelling technology is typically of
high quality, with tunnels running as deep

as 40 meters below the surface and
offering amenities such as electricity,
ventilation and running water.

It remains unknown how Burma’s
Generals paid for the North Korean
expertise, with Lintner suggesting that
payment could even have consisted of food
or gold from the country’s riverbeds.

But can tunnels keep the Generals safe?
Can burrowing underground assuage the
internal uncertainty and looming questions
inhabiting the minds of Burma’s military
authorities?

Trapped, victims of a cycle of habitual
fear and paranoia incubated from their very
own machinations, the existence of the
tunnel complexes highlights just how
insecure the Tatmadaw’s leadership feels.
And in time, there will be no place left for
the Generals to turn in times of paranoia,
to hide from the fears they themselves first
created.

Htet Win

United Nations intervention on the
Burma front, supported by regional
countries, is desperately needed to
implement an inclusive process directed at
cracking the existing political impasse, as
the ruling junta and opposition groups have
yet to be able to chart a path forward
themselves.

Mainly because of their own
wrongdoings, the ruling generals are
frightened of their own people as well as
of Aung San Suu Kyi, increasingly feeling
insecure about their future and believing
in no one.

The junta has already created a state
within the state, selfishly misusing the
country’s natural resources. It is an
approach that has found favor with China
which, like a vulture, has feasted off a
country victimized by its ruling generals for
more that four decades. Beijing has said it
will not interfere with the country’s affairs,
observing that events in Burma should be
decided by its own people. But how
irresponsible and unreasonable is such a
stance?

The main barrier to the country’s
progress is the military government, whose
life is primarily supported by the Chinese
government, another notorious
authoritarian regime.  China’s long-term
interest in Burma is access to the Indian
Ocean, through which it is expecting such
strategic benefits as a military presence
and enhanced trade.

The government-to-government
interests of Beijing and Naypyitaw are well
matched on the basis of self-interest,
resulting in a deadlock in Burma’s political
progress and a lack of domestic economic
opportunities. Exploiting Burma’s natural
resources such as gas, timber and
minerals, Beijing has provided options for
the military rulers of its impoverished
neighbor.

Burma has become a vassal state of
China, realpolitik dooming Burma to
existence within the Chinese sphere of
influence. The generals understand this
and play the China card very well.

The natural wealth of Burma is a curse
on the civilians. If Burma were an
economic basket case bereft of all natural
resources, no country would bother to
come in and the military would not be able
to fund itself to buy off the loyalty of rank
and file soldiers.

The monolithic structure of the Army,
which is maintained by Machiavellian-styled
generals, rewards the loyal and
mercilessly punishes dissenters. For the
soldiers, the Army is their benefactor,
without which they are like fish out of
water. For them i t is a case of hanging
together or being hanged separately.

Time and again soldiers have fired on
opposition elements, including monks,
while China, India, ASEAN and all
neighboring countries keep on standing by
them, hiding behind the political fig leaf of
not interfering in the internal affairs of

Burma.
Meanwhile, in the capacity of alternate

ASEAN chairmanship, Thailand’s recent
statement is welcomed as a “policy of
engagement with the rul ing military.” The
statement expressed “grave concern” over
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s trial, also noting
that the trial is testing the honor and
credibility of the military regime.

But the junta lashed out at the
statement, retorting that Thailand was
meddling in its internal affairs. It is
apparent that the military dictatorship is
like a dying man who is unresponsive to
any voice or touch, starkly rejecting even
international overtures of constructive
engagement. It also fears the international
community.

Wresting power from military dictators,
no matter how corrupt and hated, is a
messy thing, and rarely if ever can be
successfully pulled off without some form
of support from governments abroad.

According to a Burma critic, “It is even
more difficult when the rulers are willing
and able to use brutal force. Unfortunately,
Burma falls squarely into this situation.”

At the end of the day everything lies
in the willingness of the ruling clique to
enter into talks with the civilians,
regardless of their political or ethnic
composition.

As long as the soldiers think they alone
know what is best for the country and are
mired in their fear of retribution, nothing
will move forward.

The military is expected to accept
civilians as fellow countrymen and not as
enemies bent on stringing them up from
the nearest lampposts. The biggest
obstacle block is the ingrained mentality
of the soldiers who see the whole political
process in Burma in black and white terms.

Although vocal in exile, the actual
strength of the opposition lies inside Burma.
However, they need a rallying point and
cause for hope.

The best hope lies in trying to get
zealous “Young Turk”, reform-minded
military officers to come around and start
to think ther e is a way, a peaceful and more
inclusive way, out of the pr esent structural
crisis.

Aung San Suu Kyi is perhaps the only
person who can instill this group with the
idea that we can all work together for a
better tomorrow.

The message should be: “Talk to us.
We are not here to destroy you [the
generals]. We want you to be involved and
be part of building a new nation out of
these ashes.”

A recent statement by the U.N. Security
Council is also noteworthy, “The f uture of
Burma lies in the hands of its entire people.”
However, the people need the pr actical
support of their neighbors as well.

The time is now for Burma’s neighbors
to f ul ly support the U .N.’s positive
intervention – such as Secretary General
Ban Ki-moon’s planned visit – in the Burma
issue.

Unified international approach needed for Burma
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Signs that the government in Burma
is losing its power are everywhere. While
the latest collapse of a pagoda recently
re-anointed with help from the wives of
Army generals may provide a sign of
diminishing divine right for the military
junta, other important clues come from the
reason why a military government armed
to the teeth is very afraid of the gentle
lady who speaks softly from behind bars
as well as barefoot monks who pray
peacefully.

Some observers justify military rule in
Burma with an assumption that without the
Army there will be a power vacuum and
chaos will ensue. Aside from the obvious
question of whether temporary stability
provided by a bloody tyrant is to be
preferred over the long term struggle
toward a meaningful political reconciliation,
the urgent question in Burma is what if the
military has already lost its power and
legit imacy. What i f  the Burmese
government no longer has the power or
capacity to rule without the constant use
of violence? Can an Army which clings to
power through the barrel of the gun still
be considered a legitimate source of
power?

The source of legitimacy originates
from the people. As the government in
Burma has failed to justify its rule in
meeting the wishes of the people, the
ruling military desperately seeks external
sources of legitimacy from sources like the
United Nations and ASEAN. The seduction
of wealth accrued from Burma too often
influences the world to forget lessons
learned from the past – for example
American support for the Shah of Iran. A
belief that through friendly encouragement
powerful nations can help the military in
Burma liberalize and democratize is not as
innocent as it may sound.

Burma is an important reason why
ASEAN and the United Nations appear to
be weak and irrelevant today. ASEAN often
protest that if it dares speak out against
the Burmese generals it will push Burma
further into the lap of China. At present,
ASEAN and the United Nations have not
been able to muster enough courage to
stand up for principles, preferring to

instead cling to the status quo while the
Burmese people continue to wait.

Some observers believe that without
a decisive military victory against the
Burmese generals or intense pressure
from international forces, the military will
never give up its monopoly on power. But
in recent history, few countries have
gained democracy from military victories
or powerful intervention from abroad
despite the many nations that have
managed to gain democracy in the last half
century.

In addition, few military victors
relinquished power after obtaining it in the
name of f reedom and democracy. And
more important ly, historical evidence
quashes the myth that only a government
with a strong grip on power, even if it relies
heavily on violence, is capable of providing
stability and development. More recent
evidence suggests, on the other hand, that
a government formed following a military
coup is likely to continually struggle for
power and in such an atmosphere peace
is only temporary. The use of violence
alone to maintain power denotes weakness
not strength. A brutal government is a weak
government and is dangerous not only to
the people in Burma but also to neighboring

countries in its potential to cause regional
instability.

It is possible that the Burmese military
mistakenly believes that the appearance
of democracy in the 2010 election is equal
to the appearance of legitimacy. But
democracy and legitimacy are not the same
and should not be confused. True
democracy may confer legitimacy but a
lack of legitimacy cannot easily be glossed
over with a make-believe election.

The use of force is a clear sign of the
lack of persuasive power, resulting in ever
more coercive measures employed against
its own citizens. Ashin U Gambira, the
intel lectual leader of the Saffron
Revolution, is imprisoned under charges
of telling the people that the military
dictatorship cannot survive without support
from the people and outside world. Further,
the military is now getting ready to put
Aung San Suu Kyi – daughter of the
founding father of modern Burma, in
notorious Insein Prison following an
outrageous accusation that she committed
a crime because Army cadres near her
home were unable to stop an American
man from entering her compound.

Ashin U Gawsita, the frontline Saffron
Revolution monk featured with his

loudspeaker in the movie ‘Burma VJ’, said
that when peaceful people are forced at
gunpoint on the street of Rangoon by the
government as seen during the 2007
Saffron Revolution, it becomes obvious that
the Burmese regime is no longer a
legitimate power but a group of terrorists
or thugs. Additionally, U Pyinya Zawta, the
executive leader of the All Burma Monks
Alliance from the Saffron Revolution, said
that for every violent force there is an equal
force for peace in the universe. He teaches
that if all those who believe in peaceful
change in Burma — from inside the country
and from other nations — can act in unison,
there will be a strong enough force to end
Burma’s military oppression.

It is not a question of what China or
Russia will do to prolong the military
oppression in Burma. It is a question of
what the Burmese people and the rest of
the world are willing to do to help end the
reign of terror in Burma, where the military
generals are powerless against The Lady
who knows no fear.

(May Ng is a member of Justice for
Human Rights in Burma. To view her
poems about Burma, please visit: http://
www.othervoicespoetry.org/vol33/ng/
index.html)

Celeste Chenard

“A clear cut international policy on the
2010 election is needed”

Through his words, veteran journalist
Ludu Sein Win has fought to improve the
situation in his country for over four
decades, tireless in his pursuit of a better
Burma.

Beginning his career as a reporter at
the left-wing Ludu newspaper in the mid-
1960s, it wasn’t long before his words and
associations drew the ire of Burma’s then
military head-of-state, General Ne Win,
who ordered the publication shut down in
1967. As a consequence, Ludu Sein Win
spent the ensuing 13 years in jail, and ever
since his release a subject of surveillance
at the hands of Burma’s security forces.

Today, despite paralysis in his right
hand and the need of mechanically-
assisted breathing, Ludu Sein Win, 69, still
receives young people at his downtown
Rangoon home, reveling audiences with
both his personal story and his opinions
on issues critical to Burma’s future.

With the 2010 general elections
looming on Burma’s political horizon, Ludu
Sein Win, in a recent sitting, didn’t mince
his words – making a resolute appeal for
a unif ied stance, inclusive of the
international community, in combating the

junta’s heretofore unilateral roadmap.
According to Ludu Sein Win, “The

feelings of the people and my own feeling
is totally to boycott the election. If we don’t
recognize the national convention,
boycotting the election is the only possible
strategy.”

The media, international community
and political activists, in his estimation
should all come together in not recognizing
the national convention, thereby
encouraging a nationwide boycott of the
election.

When specifically asked about the role
of the international community in the 2010
elections, he made a clear request: “I want
to ask Western countries and the exiled
media to try to conduct a concerted effort,
with a unanimous decision, to compete
with the r egime.”

His words are a reminder that
whatever politics the U.S. opts to employ
towards Burma will greatly impact
worldwide opinion and influence the
behavior of many other countries.

After all, should not the Obama
administration seriously consider the fact
that effective and collective action by the
international community may be the only
way to successfully, if indirectly, undermine
the junta?

However, though advocating for a firm
and continued rejection of the 16-year
national convention process, a long-
standing position of Burma’s democratic
opposition and activists, Ludu Sein Win also
recognizes the imminent need for reform
within the ranks of the opposition’s
leadership.

In Ludu Sein Win’s opinion, what is
really important now is to build a revitalized
and strong leadership inside the country,
one that can bring new blood to the actual
National League for Democracy (NLD)
leadership, which is presently epitomized
by leaders in their 80s – or older.

“What we need is good leadership”,
he argues. “Look at the NLD headquarters,
there are no activities, no discussions, no
arguments…only quiet. Chairmen are over
90 years old and some cannot walk without
assistance, or are blind. They discuss
nothing and read nothing.”

“A leadership of octogenarians with no
knowledge about the Internet cannot
compete with young, well educated
members of the military,” he continued.
“The NLD needs a new organization within
its headquarters because with this current
leadership we cannot compete with the
government…we cannot beat the
government.”

Ludu Sein Win envisions a pivotal role
for the evolving new media technologies,
in a cyber war that Burma’s military
government seems to have already
acknowledged.

In a recent speech, a senior figure in
Burma’s military regime accused foreign
media of spreading lies to undermine
national uni ty, a state-contr olled
newspaper reported on Sunday.

“Some countries (...) are using the
media as a weapon to weaken unity, to
disrupt stability and to deceive the
international community,” Adjutant General
Thura Myint Aung is additionally quoted by
the AP as saying in a speech Saturday,
marking the 14th anniversary of state-run
Myawaddy Television.

The implacable censorship board, a
highly controlled Internet and the pure
number of jailed bogglers and journalists
demonstrates just how seriously the
regime considers the threat emanating
from alternative sources to that of state-
run media.

Undoubtedly, international media and
the exiled media in particular have a key
role to play in the coverage of the coming
elections. Understanding this, isn’t it time
to publish stories regarding the elections,
especially since Burma’s domestic media

Reflecting on the wisdom of Ludu Sein Win
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The youth brusquely inserted himself
between me and the shoe repairman. I had
often taken my damaged footwear to this
particular gentleman, a middle-aged man,
slight in build, who occupies a small area
of sidewalk in central Rangoon between a
vendor of pirated movies and a fried
vegetable stand – but never had my
business negotiations been usurped by
local street thugs simply out to take a cut.
“You have money,” were the thr ee words
seemingly repeated ad infinitum – fingers
jabbing in my direction. For his part, all
the repairman could do was lower his head
and eyes in silent apology.

It is often said development depends
on the degree of political openness in a
country. I n Burma, relative economic
openness was initiated in the early 1990s.
However, without any corresponding gains
in political openness Burmese society is
instead increasingly characterized by social
inequality. I n the wor ds of Aung San Suu
Kyi, the country practices “close friends
capitalism based on the favors of those who
have good relations.”

In Rangoon the establishment of a two
tier economy is easily identifiable. Upscale
malls, Internet cafes and clubs have sprung
up, giving sections of the former capital
an outward impression of modernization.
But only a short distance away a very
different Rangoon presents itself. Despite
official statistics that detail economic
growth in excess of ten percent for the
better part of the decade, since the early
1990s it is estimated that the percentage
of Burmese living below the poverty line
has increased from 20 to 30 percent.

There are still shocking levels of
poverty in some of the city’s poorer
districts, public transport is overcrowded,
and for most of the population electricity
remains intermittent at best. Infrastructure
is in particularly poor shape, with badly
decaying buildings, potholed roads and
destroyed pavement – as if run over by a
bulldozer – common sight.

A small population of privileged elite
does live in special neighborhoods. They
drive big cars, a luxury few Burmese can
afford due – among other reasons – to
archaic import restrictions which can
geometrically inflate the price of a new
vehicle. Meanwhile, taxis – invariably
without all their working components – are
driven by university graduates. Not
uncommonly, two or thr ee friends will
together rent a taxi and work in shifts,
impossible, they say, to otherwise account

for the rent of the vehicle.
At the 50th Street Bar and Grill a group

of young Burmese elite on a recent night
mixed easily with the local expatriate
population, talking of trips abroad and
planning the weekend’s reverie – in this
case a concert by a band from the United
States on Friday and poolside barbeque
the following day. Priced in dollars, some
of the Burmese in attendance that evening
spent the equivalent of two percent the
estimated average per capita income of
their fellow countrymen and women.

And, on the shores of Inya Lake –
oblivious to the nocturnal adventures of a
Mr. John Yettaw transpiring at the very time
– a well-off crowd packed the Power Light
musical restaurant, adorning the female
dancing troupes and singers with an array
of garish gifts. If a girl is lucky enough to
have a special following, it is said she can
earn up to 300,000 kyat (approximately
$300) in a single night. In comparison, in
addition to room and board a live-in
business assistant may expect to earn
20,000 kyat for an entire month’s work.

And even if the recent global financial
crisis, in addition to Cyclone Nargis, has
taken its toll on Burma’s financial indicators
– growth last year was said to have slowed
to 4.5 percent from previous double-digit
highs earlier in the decade – the military
leaders and their business associates
continue to live lives of luxury compared
to the vast majority of Burma’s population.

In contrast to the sparkle and glitz that

dot Rangoon’s landscape, for most it
appears it is becoming more and more
difficult to make daily ends meet. Stagnant
or nonexistent salaries fail to account for
the ever increasing prices of commodities.
While every morning people still go to the
market, it is becoming more and more
challenging for women to work within their
budgets to feed entire families.

An elderly, barefoot man wi th a
hollowed chest makes his nightly rounds
through the city – literally covering dozens
upon dozens of blocks – hawking shrimp
crackers he carries in a large plastic tub
to those frequenting the open-air teashops.
Children, grime from the streets caked to
their skin and thankful for even a 10 kyat
note, tug at the shirts of people watching
movies and videos on television sets placed
out on the sidewalks.

Business is not good and people are
keeping what money they can to feed their
families and cover the basic needs of the
household. An increasing number of youth
are leaving the country in search of greener
pastures.

Amidst this wanting economic
landscape, recent political events have
transpired to concoct a potentially volatile
social atmosphere. Authorities continue to
postpone the verdict of opposition leader
Aung San Suu Kyi, buying time and hoping
to secure the domestic situation while
mollifying international discontent.

In the past, a deteriorating economic

situation has led to protests that inevitably
took on a political overtone. Less than two
years ago, in September 2007, the mi litary
brutally crushed protests originally ignited
by an overnight drastic rise in the cost of
fuel. Similarly, the massive unrest of 1988
came after years of disastrous socialist
economic policies – and the instant
demonetization of much of the currency –
left a population desperate for reform.

Given the current polit ical and
economic climate in Burma, could history
again repeat itself in the form of a mass
uprising?

In a repressive state such as Burma,
many people live in constant fear – including
financial fear. Although some people have
discreetly shown their dissatisfaction with
the behaviour of the authorities in placing
Aung San Suu Kyi on trial – gathering in
front of Insein Prison in support of the
detained Nobel Laureate – the streets of
Rangoon are generally absent of a sense
of civil uprising. People surely care about
the fate of ‘The Lady’ and greatly respect
her, but are at present more interested in
simply surviving than in politics.

Nonetheless, who can predict the
reaction of the population when the final
verdict against Suu Kyi is announced? Even
though the streets of Rangoon may be full
of fortune-tellers – valued commodities to
both rich and poor alike, in Burma it is often
wise to expect the unexpected.

(Additional wri ting by Joseph Ball.)

have not yet (or ever will?) discuss electoral
issues?

But to what extent can media, and in
particular new media technologies, really
affect the regime’s self- imposed
isolationism and stimulate political change?

“The exiled media are very important
for us,” confirms Ludu Sein Win, “they ar e
our only weapon to counter the propaganda
and misinformation of the authorities – they
are the only media the whole nation can
rely on for information and comments.”

“It is very important for members of
the exile media to work hard for the course
of the country and for the sake of the
people,” he explained. “The media must
reflect the real situation of our nation and
the real feeling of the people and they must
offer opinions and guide the people.”

However, the example of the 2007
uprising proves that intense media
coverage and pressure are not enough to
beat the regime. Media can pair with
political transition or provide a supporting
role, but alone cannot launch a successful
transition. This doesn’t mean that one
should underestimate the role of the
media. On the contrary, the various forms

of media pressure are greatly needed to
raise the awareness of the people and to
stimulate the necessary conditions leading
to the collapse of the regime.

When speaking of the media, Ludu
Sein Win emphasizes the role of the
international and exiled media for those
inside Burma, as for him they represent a
vital community working toward a hoped
for transformation of Burma’s socio-political
and economic scene.

In his mind, it is not the tactics or the
strategy that matters, but the effective
application of general pressure from the
outside world.

And even if it is assumed that change
can only come from inside Burma, a strong
and concerted approach to advocacy at the
international level may yet be the most
productive means to pursue change and
demonstrate support for political activists,
a strategy that could also lend itself toward
the vital emergence of a strong, internal
opposition leadership.

But could such a strategy actually bear
fruit? Do Ludu Sein Win’s prescriptions to
cure Burma’s wounds have a chance to
succeed? With certainty, it wouldn’ t be a

piece of cake. But after years of failed
politics, it should at least be worthy of
pursuit, if an alternative approach to Burma
is indeed required.

Even inside the U.S., American
politicians don’t agree about the right
policies to adopt. In a letter to Secretary
of State Hillary Clinton, 17 members of
Congress recently gave notice they were
“greatly concerned” by indications that the
United States was considering lifting
sanctions on Burma.

Further, U.S. Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton admitted, in February, that both the
policy of constructive engagement by the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations and
the sanctions-led approach applied by the
U.S. and European Union have failed to
achieve any results.

It is a position echoed in the words of
Ludu Sein Win with respect to next year’s
projected polling: “We need a clear cut
policy on this 2010 election. Sanctions are
a part of the fight, not a solution. ”

Ultimately, what is clear is that
opposite strategies cannot undermine a
country ruled by a band of generals
unwilling to give up their prerogatives,

especially when the main trading partners
of Burma – India, China and the nations of
Southeast Asia – continue to willingly make
deposits into the coffers of the generals.

Nevertheless, at the end of the da y,
Ludu Sein Win remains true to his roots
and heart. Despite his overtures for a
strong stance and strategic vision for
Burma from the international community
and exile groups, Ludu Sein Win is a self-
professed romantic, still dreaming of
popular uprising and believing in the
Burmese peoples’ abil i ty to free
themselves of the generals’ yoke.

Even though he doesn’t see the
prospects for another uprising in the near
future and hammers home the need for a
concerted and enhanced international
approach to Burma, he maintains, “Change
will not come f rom outside the country, we
cannot rely on U.N or U.S intervention. We
must rely on ourselves, we have the people
power.”

For Ludu Sein Win, looking back at the
events of late September 2007 proved to
him that the Burmese people are not afraid
and still willing to sacrifice to see a better
Burma, even if it may cost them their lives.
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June 12 – Despite of promised by
authorities to provide round-the-clock
electricity supply in Rangoon, an official
from Ministry of Electrical Power in
Naypyitaw said, it is almost impossible until
next month.

Rangoon Electricity Board Secretary,
Lt. Col. Maung Maung Latt, in a recent
briefing to journalists said, Rangoon would
get all round-the-clock electricity in July.
However, the of ficer from the concerned
Ministry said it was unlikely.

Despite getting regular rainfall, it will
take some time for the water to reach the
required level in the reservoirs of
hydroelectric power stations, because of
extreme heat during this year and high
vapourization.

Rangoon, Burma’s former capital,
normally receives regular power supply
from July to November, during the
monsoon period, but the electricity supply
is given in a rotation-wise to various
townships during the dry season of

November to March.
During this dry season, water level in

the reservoirs falls down leaving a low
pressure that reduces the electricity
generation capacity.

However, local residents said the
situation is worse than the previous years,
despite regular rainfall. Even the alternate
transmission of power in their townships,
is not available this year.

“The electricity situation is so terrible
this year. We got electricity for only 1-2
hours per day in March and April. Even
during the al ternate transmission of power,
we could not get it on time. We usually get
in daytime schedules, but most of the time
we failed to get electricity during the night
time schedules of power rotation,” a local
resident from Rangoon told Mizzima.

While the entir e country, including
Rangoon, gets electricity only alternately,
the junta makes sure that their new jungle
capital Naypyitaw, in central Burma,
receives regular supply.

Rangoon still lacks proper electricity

Phanida

May 27  – Buddhist monk Ashin
Gambira who staged a protest in prison
and demanded a meeting with military
junta supremo Snr. Gen. Than Shwe was
said to have been transferred to Kalay
prison.

Gambira recently staged a protest by
shouting and demanding a face-to-face
meeting wi th Snr. Gen. Than Shwe.
Following this show of defiance he was
transferred to Kalaymyo prison from
Khamti prison in Sagaing Division.

“Yesterday my mom called me and
said that he was transferred to Kalay as
told by her friends. But we still don’t know
when he was shifted. We heard that he
was moved due to his poor health,” his
elder sister Khin Thu Htay told Mizzima.

The authorit ies tr ied him in
Kyimyindine court in Insein prison for
leading the 2007 Saffron Revolution. He
was sentenced to 12 years in prison in three

cases on November 19 last year. He was
also charged with insulting the religion and
committing crime against public tranquility.

He was later sentenced to an
additional 56 years in prison in nine cases
in Kamayut Township court and another
four cases in Ahlone Township court. So
his total prison term is now 68 years.

He was arrested in Singai Township,
Mandalay Division on 4 November 2007
when he was on the run following a
manhunt by the authorities.

 Politically active Ashin Gambira
became a leading monk of ‘All Burma Monks
Alliance’ (ABMA) in the nationwide monk-
led protests popularly known as ‘Saffron
Revolution’ in September 2007 while he
was pursuing his religious studies of
‘Dhamasariya’ at the age of 29.

He suffered from brain and
neurological diseases while he was being
held in Insein prison.

 Though his mother Daw Yay was
planning to visit his elder brother Aung
Kayw Kyaw who is serving 14 years in
Taungyi prison in Shan State, she changed
her mind to meet Ashin Gambira in Kalay
prison instead this week because of his
poor health.

“My mom said that she would go there
within a week and she would prepare food
for him. Khamti is cold and he had asthma
when he was young. We spent a lot of time
and money to cure the disease. I think now
this old disease has resurfaced. She would
go to Uzin (monk) first, ” Khin Thu Htay said.

 Other family members who are
serving in different prisons are in good
health, she added. They are her younger
brother Aung Ko Ko Lwin in Kyaukphyu
prison in Rakhin State and her husband
Moe Htet Lian in Mawlamyine prison in Mon
State.

Moe Thu

June 3  - A Chinese f irm has
technically reached an agreement with the
Canadian firm Ivanhoe Mines to buy the
shares of its subsidiary, active in Burma,
according to a Burmese mining expert.

“Half of the stakes in the Myanmar
Ivanhoe Copper Company Limited (MICCL),
a joint venture with the military-run Mining
Enterprise (1), is to be sold to the Chinese
firm, which is yet to be identi fied,” the
expert said.

The half stake of the joint venture’s

copper mine in Monwya in the Sagaing
Division in Burma, is an investment project
facing international criticism, he said.

The project, one of the huge copper
mines in South-east Asia, produces some
40,000 tonnes of copper cathode a year.

Meanwhile, the Canadian company –
listed on the stock exchanges of Toronto,
New York and NASDAQ under the symbol
IVN – plans to boost its production up to
200,000 tonnes a year, i f the mi litary
government approves it and the required
electricity supply is met.

The Monywa operation was halted last

U Gambira transferred to Kalay prison

Phanida

June 5  - Eight people, including
prominent Buddhist abbots Ashin Sandar
Dihka and Ashin Yawainwe, have been
injured in a lift accident at the Bodhi
Tathaung Monastery in Upper Burma.

A lift in the B odhi Tathaung Monastery
in the town of Monywa in Sagaing Division
broke and fell from a height of 20 feet,
injuring Ashin Sandar Dihka – abbot of
Shweparmitawra, Ashin Yawainwe, a monk
from Bodhi Tathaung Monastery and five
civilians – all of whom were on the lift at
the time of the accident.

The injured were reportedly taken to
Mandalay Hospital where they are receiving
treatment.

“The lift is mainly used for work

purposes, carrying goods. We seldom use
the lift. It happened because the lift was
being used with a motor. They went in the
lift to cl imb up to the top of the pagoda, ” a
monk from Bodhi Tathaung Monastery told
Mizzima.

The lift, currently used at the Pagoda,
was a temporary lift used for lifting
construction materials and is run by
motors.

Bodhi Tathaung standing pagoda
began construction in 1995 and after 13
years of construction the opening ceremony
was held on February 19, 2008.

The pagoda is located at about 12 miles
east of Monywa town in Sagaing division
and has the height of 424 feet with 32
storeys.

Lift accident in upper Burma injures
eight

May Kyaw

June 2  – Dr. Tun Lwin, the Director
General of Burma’s Meteorology and
Hydrology Department has tendered his
resignation, departmental sources said.

Though the reason for his resignation
is still not clear, it is learnt that the 61-
year old Dr. Tun Lwin has begun to hand
over charge to his successor.

“Saya (boss) is not working here now.
He resigned from his post on health
grounds,” a staf f member of the
Meteorology Department told Mizzima.

Dr. Tun Lwin had also been working
as announcer of the weather forecast in
the state-media since 1980 in his capacity
as DG.

Till Cyclone Nargis, he was known as
a credible and reliable person relating to
weather forecast. He was also known in
media circles as a media-friendly person.

After the contentious Cyclone Nargis
warning in May 2008 where the
department failed to provide warning in
time through the media, he became the
epitome of failure. He was in short, in the
eye of the storm.

According to unconfirmed reports from
sources close to government circles, in the
wake of Cyclone Nargis the regime planned
to sack him and make him a scapegoat.
But surprisingly he was conferred with a
doctorate degree instead and he became
Dr. Tun Lwin of the Meteorology and
Hydrology Department.

According to civil service rules and
regulations in Burma, the superannuation
age is 65. He surprisingly retired from his
post at 61.

Dr. Tun Lwin was born in Kala village,
Ngazun Township, Sagaing Division in 1948.

He graduated with Physics as his major
in Burma and then studied Meteorology
and Hydrology in Florida, US.

He won the Distinguished Service 2nd
Class medal in Industry in 2003 and the
regime conferred on him a honourary
doctorate degree in 2008.

He served as a permanent member of
the International Meteorology and
Hydrology Association in 2006 and Asia
Region Natural Disaster Prevention and
Preparation Council, Burma Chapter
Chairman in 2007.

DG of Meteorology and Hydrology
Department resigns

Ivanhoe’s Burma stakes to be sold to
Chinese firm

year for undisclosed reasons. However,
responding to the military government’s
bloody suppression of the 2007-September
uprising led by Buddhist monks, Ivanhoe
Mines released a statement the following
month, noting that a constitutional change
appeared to be jeopardised  by the
military-ruled state’s reactions.

The operation has three deposits, in
two of which the JV is active, namely

Sabetaung and Kyeesintaung.
There are over 1,000 employees in the

Monywa Copper project including a few
expatriates.

In the October 2007 statement as well,
Ivanhoe Mines said the ownership of its
Myanmar assets was transferred to an
independent third party trust.

Ivanhoe is also exploring for copper,
uranium and gold in China, Mongolia and
Australia.
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May Kyaw

May 28  – Burma’s censor board
suspended the publishing license of the
‘PHOENIX’, an entertainment journal f or
this week’s issue after it published some
censored news.

The censor board under the Burmese
Ministry of Information suspended the
publishing of this week’s issue of this
journal. It is publ ished every Thursday.

The censor board also reminded the
journal authorities to publish only
entertainment news.

“They have no time to edit when the
journal is being censored. The censor
board can give them permission to publish
only on Wednesday. But they alr eady

published the journal by that time, ” a
person belonging to the censor board circle
said.

The journal fraternity said that they
do not have enough time to make
necessary changes if the censor board
sends its censored and finalized draft copy
on Wednesday for the Thursday issue.

This journal reported the news of
objection by the ‘Eleven Media Group’
against the ‘Lucky Eleven’ advertisement
by Yangon Media Group in its 27 May issue
by carrying out interviews on legal ground.

Though the economic impact on the
journal due to a week’s suspension is not
too heavy, its marketing will be hit f or the
newly published journal.

Phanida

June 12  – The appeal cases of
famous comedian and film director Zargan
a.k.a. Thura and Sports Journal editor Zaw
Thet Htwe has been admitted by the High
Court.

Zargana and Zaw Thet Htwe are
serving 35 and 11 years in prison
respectively. Their lawyers filed the appeal
case for the second time and the High
Court admitted it on June 3.

“We can submit our argument for
admitting our appeal case. The court has
accepted it for all the four co-accused. The
lawyers filed the appeal and we have hope.
Our families will do everything,” Ma Khaing
Cho, wife of Zaw Thet Htwe, said.

The co-accused of Zargana and Zaw
Thet Htwe are Thant Zin Aung and Gadone
a.k.a. Tin Maung Aye.

They were charged under eight cases
including section 33(a) of the Electronic
Law, section 505(b) of the Penal Code
(disaffection towards State and

Government) and section 295(a) of the
Penal Code. Zaw Thet Htwe was sentenced
to 19 years and Zargana was sentenced
to 59 years in prison respectively.

However, the Divisional Court
commuted the sentences of Zaw Thet Htwe
by eight years and Zargana by 24 years.
So they have to serve the remaining prison
terms of 11 and 35 years.

Zaw Thet Htwe is serving his sentence
in Taungyi prison in Shan State. His wife
met him on June 7 in a prison interview
and said that his health is fine.

But the High Court dismissed a similar
appeal case of blogger Nay Phone Latt
after allowing the lawyers to argue on June
22.

Nay Phone Latt was sentenced to a total
of 20 years in prison after being charged
under the Electronic Law. Then the
Rangoon Divisional Court commuted his
sentence by eight and-a-half years in
February. He is serving his prison sentence
in Pa-an prison in Karen State.

Appeal cases of Zargana and Zaw
Thet Htwe admitted

February issue

PHOENIX entertainment journal
suspended this week

June 4  – A domestic company,
Zaykabar, is all set to launch a Frequency
Modulated (FM) radio broadcast in Taungyi
town, capital of Shan State in mid-June, a
company official said.

The official at Zaykabar said, the
groundwork has been completed and
audiences will be able to tune-in to the
programmes when it first go on air on June
15. I nitially, the range will be receivable
from Taungyi and Rangoon.

The ‘Cherry’ FM Radio station will be
headed by Zay Zin Latt, daughter of
Zaykabar Company’s boss Khin Shwe and
daughter-in-law of Gen. Thura Shwe Man,
the thir d in the junta’ s hierarchy.

“We have planned to go on air on June
15. We have completed recruiting and
training of staffs. Some are experienced
staffs from the Rangoon and Mandalay FM.
We will add some novelties in our
programme, which will be different from
other FM stations,” a staf f of Zaykabar
Company told Mizzima.

The main broadcasting station,
however, wi ll be based at Rangoon’s
Hmyaw Sin Kyun, where the headquarters
of Zaykabar Company is also based.

Similarly, Shwe Than Lwin Company
is also planning to launch its ‘Thazin’ FM
and ‘Ramanya’ FM radio programmes in

Loikaw of Kayah State and Mawlamyine of
Mon State respectively.

Meanwhile, the ‘Forever Group’ of
Company, which br oadcasts the
government’s MRTV4, has taken over
‘Pyinsawaddy’ FM programme from the
Rangoon-based ‘Myanmar Radio and
Television’ (MRTV) Studio.

The Pyinsawaddy FM launched its
programme on March 27, the Anti-Fascist
Resistance Day, this year in Sittwe, capital
of Arakan State. The FM airs a daily
programme from 7 a.m to 7 p.m and can
be received within a radius of 25 miles from
Sittwe.

Sources in MRTV4 broadcasting
station said authorities are planning to
expand the MRTV4 broadcasts in Thandwe
(Sandoway), Ann and in the Irrawaddy
Division.

Burma’s military rulers have privatized
eight FM Radio stations to its business
cronies, most of whom the United States
and European Union have blacklisted on
its economic and financial sanctions list and
imposed travel ban.

The junta has allowed setting up of
several FM stations with entertainment
programmes, after its Information Ministry
announced that it will “Counter Media with
Media”.

Junta allows more FM Radio
Stations

May Kyaw

June 9  – Burma’s state-run
newspapers have warned radio listeners,
who do not pay tax, that action can be taken
against them on the basis of the Wireless
Law.

The reminder issued by the Ministry
of Post and Telegraph appeared in state-
run newspapers on June 7.

“Radio receiver tax must be paid once
every three years but most people do not
pay. However, the people did pay the tax
in the past. It is only Kyat 60 for three years.
We issue them license certificates when
they pay the tax,” a postal of fice staff in
Rangoon told Mizzima.

In the wake of Cyclone Nargis which
lashed Burma in May 2008, people rely
more on cheap short wave radios which
are affordable by common people to get
true facts and information relating to
Burma. The use of these cheap radios
among the people has increased
considerably.

“After Nargis, Chinese manufactured
radios have been on brisk sale. Now after
Daw Suu has been put on trial, the radio
is more in demand among people. Radios
are selling like hot cakes. A radio can be

bought at a mer e Kyat 4, 500,” an electric
appliances and electronic goods dealer
said.

Most of the people are unaware about
the need to pay tax for the use of the radio,
a postal office staff said.

“It’s unimportant. No one knows about
paying tax for listening to the r adio,” he
said.

Though the reminder was issued to
pay radio tax through the state-run media,
the postal offices in Burma haven’t yet
received any specific instruction regarding
the tax or the r eminder, he added.

A list of radio users have been
compiled this year and articles appeared
recently in the state-run media reporting
the government’s policy which says satellite
receivers and dishes should not be
permitted for public use.

Moreover, the Ministry of
Communication is selling USD 50 worth
one-time-use mobile SIM cards, envelopes
and is now introducing three-months-
advance bill payment for telephone users.

Though it issued a reminder to pay
radio tax, the satellite receiver annual fees
are yet to be accepted by the department
concerned.

Junta reminds radio-listeners to pay
tax
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June 1  – The 180-foot high
Danoke pagoda in Dala Township,
which was being renovated,
collapsed on Saturday afternoon
leaving many injured including
naval personnel from the
Irrawaddy Naval base.

The pagoda located on Dala-
Letkhokekone Road collapsed
while renovation work on its bell
and bell-shaped structure was
underway.

The hospital staff in Rangoon
General Hospital’s Emergency
Ward said that at least 30 patients
were admitted in the ward. Some
patients were admitted to Dala
and Twante hospitals, he said.

“The incident occurred at
about 2 p.m. yesterday when we
were climbing the scaffold. I
heard a deafening noise and I
looked up and saw the structure
had collapsed from the bell-
shaped structure and the portion
above it. I clambered to the
ground immediately and saved
myself. One of our five-member
group, was admitted to the
emergency ward,” a painter who
escaped death narrowly said.

According to survivors, the
pagoda collapsed starting from
the bell-shaped structure and then
within a few minutes the whole
structure came down completely.

“There were about 54
volunteer naval personnel at the

renovation site. There were
about 100 people at the work site
including villagers and scaffolding
workers. The pagoda started to
collapse when the scaffolding
workers were dismantling and
removing their scaffold from the
bell-shaped structure. There
were countless injured persons at
the construction site. We had to
take the people and rush them to
the hospital immediately in the
available cars,” a painter said.

There were Saya Khin Nyein
— two persons from the pagoda
trustee and two army officers
supervising the renovation when
the pagoda collapsed.

“Seventeen sailors have
arrived here so far. The injured
are still coming in. We are not
sure of the total number of
injured persons. Some of them
were admitted in Dala and Twante
hospitals,” a Naval Sergeant, who
is attending to the patients in
Rangoon General Hospital

Emergency Ward said at about 7
p.m. local time.

It is learnt that most of the
patients are navy volunteer
workers, mainly from the No. 36
naval force. After emergency
treatment at RGH, they are being
transferred to No. 2 Army
Hospital.

The pagoda was damaged by
Cyclone Nargis and was being
renovated. The umbrella hoisting
ceremony was held on May 8.

“A rumour circulating among
local Dala people says according
to a dream ousted Gen. Khin
Nyunt had, the pagoda must be
renovated by a team led by a
woman. And then the rumour also
said that this dream also
predicted there would be an
accident when the umbrella is
hoisted. My husband went only
today for volunteer work and now
he is injured. Both his legs are
broken,” the wi fe of an injur ed
local villager told Mizzima.

Many injured in Burma pagoda collapse

Myo Thein

June 1  – The price of gold
has been unstable in Rangoon
ever since Daw Aung San Suu
Kyi’s trial began and was at its
highest on May 26.

In the first two months of
2009, the price of gold was stable
at about Kyat 500,000 per tical
(about 16 gm). It climbed slowly
from the second week of March.
The price of gold touched the
highest point at Kyat 550,000 on
May 26 (Tuesday) when Daw
Aung San Suu Kyi gave her
testimony in court inside the
Insein prison precincts.

“When the market opened on
Tuesday, the price cl imbed by
about Kyat 8,000 even though the
world gold price was stable on the
day. We experience similar
fluctuations whenever there is an
unstable political situation,” a gold
merchant from Latha, Rangoon
said.

On that day the price of gold
was the highest at Kyat 555,500
in the morning but dropped to
Kyat 548,000 in the evening when
gold merchants sold their stock
in bulk.

“The price of gold has been
unstable since Daw Aung San Suu
Kyi was arrested. It has been on
the rise since and shows no sign
of abating.  Normally gold prices
rise in the range of Kyat 1,000 to
2,000. If the price hike is between
Kyat 3,000 to 4,000, it is felt to
be unstable. The market

becomes unpredictable then,” a
trader in gold for about 15 years
said.

“We have witnessed such a
situation before with the price
rising by Kyat 10,000 when the
political situation became volatile.
Though we saw a fall in gold price
at the end of last month, I think,
it wi ll rise again,” the tr ader
added.

The price of gold peaked on
May 26 and dropped slightly. It
fluctuated between Kyat 540,000
to 545,000 till May 29.

Gold price highest during Daw Aung San Suu
Kyi’s trial

A Myanmar Airways
aircraft on Saturday crash-
landed at the Sittwe airport in
Western Burma’s Arakan
state, reportedly injuring three
people, including the pilot. The
landing gear and one wing of
the XY-ADW jet carrying 80
passengers was severely
damaged. The plane was flying
from Rangoon to Sittwe.

Salai Pi Pi

June 11  – The Burmese military junta is likely to respond
positively to suggestions by Singapore’s former Prime Minister Goh
Chok Tong over Aung San Suu Kyi’s trial, Burmese analysts in exile
said.

Goh Chok Tong, according to reports, told Senior General Than
Shwe, during his meeting in Naypyitaw, that the trial of Nobel Peace
Laureate Aung San Suu Kyi’s is a domestic issue but has an
international dimension.

Besides, Goh Chok Tong, during the meeting, also w arned Than
Shwe that the regime’s ensuing election in 2010 could be disrupted
if Aung San Suu Kyi continues to be  detained.

Nyo Ohn Myint, in-charge of the Foreign Affairs Committee of
the National League for Democracy – Liberated Area (NLD-LA) in
exile on Thursday said the remarks made by Goh Chok Tong to
Than Shwe on Aung San Suu Kyi’s case is yet another significant
development.

“Actually,  economic issues were the priori ty of his [Goh] visi t
but it is significant that he frankly spoke about Aung San Suu Kyi
with Than Shwe,” Nyo Ohn Myint told Mizzima.

Nyo Ohn Myint also expected that the Burmese regime will
listen and respond positively to the suggestion of the former
Singaporean Prime Minister, as Singapore has significant influence
on the Burmese regime mainly on economic, education, technology
and health sectors, especially as Burma is currently facing sanctions
from the United States and European Union countries.

“It would be very difficult for Senior General Than Shwe to
reject his [Goh] suggestion,” said Nyo Ohn Myint. “They [the junta]
might not respond immediately but when even their close friend
does not agree with what they do , I think they wi ll consider it,” he
added.

Win Min, a Burmese analyst based in Thailand also appreciated
Goh’s open diplomatic talk with the Burmese military supremo while
the regime continues to turn a deaf ear to the international outcry
over the trial of Aung San Suu Kyi.

“Goh is also representing the ASEAN. I think Than Shwe will
consider his suggestion,” said Win Min, referring to the 10-member
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean) of which Burma
and Singapore are members.

“It is good to see that Goh openly talked with the Generals [the
junta] about the matter relating to Aung San Suu Kyi’s trial where
the regime is not paying heed to the pressure from the international
community,” he added.

Last month, ASEAN expressed its concern over the trial of Aung
San Suu Kyi for allegedly giving shelter to an American man John
William Yettaw who swam to her lake-side home and stayed there
for two nights in early Ma y.

Singapore is the third largest investor in Burma after China
and Thailand. Its investments are mainly in the areas of infrastructure
such as construction of hotels, shipping and services.

Goh, on third day of his visit to Burma, also travelled to Taunggyi,
capital of Shan state in eastern Burma to promote tourism.

“I don’t think, the junta will bluntly reject Goh’s suggestion as it
is dependent on Singapore for economic reasons,” Win Min said.

Nyo Ohn Myint also said that China, Singapore and ASEAN are
the lifeline of the Burmese regime and are important for Burma as
well.

During his four-day visit to Burma, Goh also noted that the
Burmese regime’s forthcoming election should be inclusive and Aung
San Suu Kyi led NLD party should be allowed to participate in the
national reconciliation process.

Nyo Ohn Myint also said that Goh apparently cautioned Than
Shwe and told him that the regime would face unnecessary challenge
from the international community by refusing to respond to the
calls to release Aung San Suu Kyi.

“He [Goh] is fully aware of the political imbroglio in Burma. It
seems he indirectly told Than Shwe that in order to initiate a political
process, the election is necessary. However, without the opposi tion
NLD, particularly Aung San Suu Kyi participating, it will be difficult
to recognize the election result,” Nyo Ohn Myint said.

Observers appreciate Goh’s
blunt suggestions to Than Shwe


