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Ko Wild

March 4 – A lesser known
organization, the ‘Whole Burma
United Revolutionary Front’
(WBURF), has claimed
responsibility for yesterday’s bomb
blasts in Rangoon, according to a
statement issued today.

The twin bombs, exploded
yesterday only an hour apart from
each other in Padomma Park,
Sanchaung Township, Rangoon
Division and at Hledan bus stop
on the Rangoon-Insein Road. The
Rangoon-based organization has
claimed full responsibility for the
bomb blasts.

Their statement No. 2/2009
sent to Mizzima through email
reveals these serial bomb blasts
are the first stage of the ‘battle
cry’ for toppling the military
dictators and they were ready to
escalate such attacks in future.

Since the ‘Burmese people’
are devout citizens, they do not

want terr orism. However, in the
past, the rul ing junta has
ruthlessly ki l led peaceful
demonstrators, who were
struggling for freedom from their
plight, the statement says.

The first bomb exploded at
Padomma Park at about 9:35
p.m. yesterday and another bomb
went off at 10:50 p.m at Hledan
bus stop. The loud explosions
damaged a car and the bus stop,
without causing any casualties.

The WBURF said that
peaceful demonstrations, issuing
statements, asking for concrete
action from the UN and foreign
governments, would not work
towards the emergence of a
civi l ian government and
elimination of current general
crises faced by the people in
Burma. Therefore, they have
launched this ‘retaliatory bomb
blast’ measure, the statement
says.

It also said that they could

Group claims responsibility for
twin blasts in Rangoon

Nem Davies

March 7 – A Rangoon-based
political group comprised of those
who support the Burmese junta’s
seven-step roadmap will hold a
meeting on the 15th of this month
to form a ‘Joint Action Committee’
with an eye to the 2010 general
election.

The Union of Burma National
Political Force, comprising 11
polit ical organizations, is
organizing the meeting in
connection with contesting the
2010 election as an alliance, as
opposed to independent
candidates with separate political
parties.

“The main theme of this
meeting will be contesting the
election as a group, collectively,
not as individuals,” remarked Ohn
Lwin, who is involved with
organizing the joint committee.

The group is comprised of:
delegates from the National
Convention, National Political
Association (Taungdwingyi),
Wunthanu NLD (Burma), Demo
NLD (Sagaing), National Political
Front (Rakhine State) and New
Generation Students of Study of
Modern Science and Political
Economy.

The group was established in
2007 and previously conducted
political activities related to the

emergence of the new
constitution as well as the anti-
sanction and pro-referendum
campaigns.

The meeting is expected to
be attended by about 50 people,
including some independents and
four additional organizations
besides those already mentioned
above.

“What we will do in the
meeting is joint action for
common work. If they don’t agree
with us, they can stay away from
us. We shall ask them their will
and opinion in the meeting. Then
we will issue a statement,” said
Ohn Lwin.

He also said that the group
would work for national
reconciliation, education, social
development and modernization,
and in opposition to sanctions and
smear campaigns against the
state.

“Our position is endorsing the
government’s seven-step
roadmap as the way out from the
current political and economic
crises,” Ohn Lwin added.

However the National League
for Democracy, the election
winning party in the 1990 general
election, remains opposed to the
junta’s new constitution, which
was approved through a tightly
controlled referendum in May
2008.

A  roadside Rangoon fuel shop selling gasoline in the black-market
on Friday, February 27, 2009. Photo-Mizzima. While a gallon of diesel
in the popular black-market costs Kyat 1,700, the government’s official
price remains static at Kyat 3,000.

Plans to contest 2010 election begin to
take form
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                 mizzima.news@gmail.com
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Phanida

March 12 – The Karen
aNational Union (KNU) has
expelled the youngest son of
former leader General Bo Mya,
Captain Nay Soe Mya, from the
organization for meeting with a
Burmese mil i tary leader in
Naypyitaw, according to the KNU.

Nay Soe Mya, a company
commander in the Karen National
Liberation Army (KNLA), met with
Major General Ye Myint of the
Burmese Army in Naypyitaw. He
was accompanied by KNU splinter
group leader Major General Htein
Maung, who previously reached a
ceasefire agreement with the
military regime. Captain Nay Soe
Mya was expelled from the KNU
two weeks ago.

“Yes, we expelled him from
our armed forces two weeks ago.
His father had a fine tradition in
our organization. But his case is
different. We have expelled him
from both the KNU and KNLA. He

joined with the lackeys of our
enemy. He is a traitor. Every son
of the good fathers cannot be
good son,” KNU Vice-Chairman
Pado David Tharkapaw said.

The KNU received information
about Nay Soe Mya accompanying
Major General Htein Maung while
visiting UN rights expert Tomas
Ojea Quintana in Karen State on
the 15th of last month. He then
proceeded to Naypyitaw to meet
with Major General Ye Myint,
according to the information
received by the KNU.

The renegade group led by
Major General Htein Maung split
from the KNU on 11 February
2007 and reached a ceasefire
agreement with Burma’s military
government, forming the ‘KNU-
KNLA Peace Council’.

The KNU has waged war
against successive governments
in Burma for the right to self-
determination for over 60 years,
making it the oldest running civil
war.

KNU expels son of former
leader

Sein Win

March 11  – A nuclear
scientist from Beijing University
died at the Central Hotel in
Rangoon while attending a
meeting organized by Burma’s
Nuclear Department under the
Ministry of Science and
Technology.

Mr. Zhang Peixin (47) w as
found dead in his hotel room on
the last day of the meeting.

Mr. Zhang arrived in Burma
on February 22nd, but failed to
appear at the meeting hall on
March 1st, his departure date.
Personnel from the host Ministry
and an Assistant Hotel Manager
then broke into his room, finding

Chinese nuclear expert dies
in Rangoon

Continued to Next Page  ÒÔ
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Salai Pi Pi

February 24  - Burma’s main
opposition party the National League for
Democracy on Monday clarified its
statement issued on February 17, saying
it is not to be misunderstood that detained
party leader Aung San Suu Kyi is in
agreement with the ruling junta’s
statement.

In its statement on February 17, the
NLD urged for a dialogue between Burma’s
military supremo Snr. Gen Than Shwe and
detained opposition party Aung San Suu
Kyi for a breakthrough in Burmese politics.

But the statement, in its reference to
the rul ing junta’s statement No. 1/2007,
had mistakenly said, “Confrontation, utter
devastation, economic sanctions and total
isolation, which are described in the
paragraph seven (7) of SPDC’s Statement
No. 1/2007, do not benefi t the country or
the people,” conveying a wrong message
that the NLD agreed with the junta’s
statement.

Nyan Win, NLD spokesperson, told
Mizzima that they are clarifying the
mistake as it can be misunderstood.

In its ‘Clarification Statement’ released
on Monday, the NLD urged readers to
correct the mistake and to read the
paragraph as, “Paragraph seven (7) of the
SPDC’s Statement No. 1/2007 asserts that
confrontation, utter devastation, economic
sanctions, and total isolation do not benefit
the country or the people.”

I n 2007, Than Shwe released a

statement saying that he is willing to
embark on a dialogue with the Burmese
democracy icon Aung San Suu Kyi on the
condition that she drop her confrontational
stand, utter devastation, call for sanctions
and total isolation.

The NLD, in its statement on February
17 said, Aung San Suu Kyi had conveyed a
message to the junta’s Liaison Minister
Aung Kyi that she is wi lling to talk to Snr.
Gen Than Shwe on his statement accusing
her and her party of choosing a path of
confrontation, utter devastation, calling for
economic sanctions, and total isolation.

According to the NLD statement, the
detained Nobel Peace Laureate also said,
she is willing to talk to Than Shwe if he is
willing to come to an agreement over the
accusations and is also willing to issue a
joint statement after the talks.

With regard to Than Shwe’s
accusation in his statement released in
2007, Nyan Win told Mizzima, “We have
nothing to withdraw, as the economic
sanctions were not imposed by us but are
only concerned with the country that
imposed the sanctions. And we have not
done anything that the junta accused us
of doing.”

Moreover, the NLD statement also
reiterated its call for a talk between Than
Shwe and Aung San Suu Kyi saying, “We
always keep the door open”.

“Instead of arguments and counter
arguments between these two VIPs, there
should be a dialogue for the sake of the
country,” the statement said.

Mungpi

February 27  - The International
Labour Organization and Burma’s military
regime on Thursday extended
Supplementary Understanding on the
treatment of complaints lodged against
forced labour for another 12 months,
Burma’s state-run newspaper said.

The New Light of Myanmar, Burma’s
military junta’s mouthpiece, on Friday
reported that Burma’s Labour Minister Aung
Kyi and ILO’s Executive Director Mr. Kari
Tapiola on Thursday signed the extension
of the Supplementary Understanding.

The ILO and Burma reached an
agreement in February 2007 to establish
a complaint mechanism for victims of
forced labour. Under the agreement, the
ILO was allowed to have a liaison officer
in Rangoon.

This Supplementary Understanding
supports the application of existing laws
prohibiting the use of forced labour in
Burma and provides a complaints’

mechanism, facilitated by the ILO Liaison
Officer in Rangoon.

Under Article 1 of the Supplementary
Understanding, Burmese citizens can, with
protection from reprisal, seek justice under
the law if they are subjected to forced
labour.

The Burmese junta’s Labour Minister
Aung Kyi said, signing the extension of the
Supplementary Understanding supports
Burma’s “political commitment to the
eradication of forced labour.”

Human Rights groups have criticised
military-ruled Burma for its appalling
human rights records and has documented
the widespread use of forced labour in
building army camps, constructing roads
and even including forced conscription of
children into the arm y.

Aung Myo Min, the director of the
Thailand-based Human Rights Education
Institute of Burma (HREIB), in an earlier
interview with Mizzima said, the Burmese
Army has at least 60,000 child soldiers.

NLD clarifies its statement ILO, Burma extend ‘supplementary
understanding’

Solomon

March 3 - Two members of an
underground activist group were given
fresh sentences by the authority on
Monday, representatives of the group said.

Two Generation Wave members, Aung
Ko Min and Nyein Chan (alias) Khaing Ko
Mon were sentenced up to 5 and 8 years
respectively, by the Sanchaung Township
Court in Rangoon Division, They were
charged with involvement in an illegal
organization and illegally crossing the
country’s borders.

“They were sentenced yesterday
without their def ense lawyer,” Moe Thway,
one of the members of GW, who is hiding
and communicating with the media, said.
“Nyein Chan has one more trial in the
Yangon (Rangoon) Divisional Court,” he
added.

Both the accused were arrested on
October 10, 2008 by the authority and a
printer and a computer were also seized.

However, officials of the Sanchaung
Township Court declined to comment
saying that they had no authority to speak
about the issue.

There are 10 GW members, who have
been sentenced up to 10 years and
altogether 17 members are being detained,
said the group.

The military junta has granted amnesty
for 6,313 prisoners, announced on
February 20, after the end of United

Nations Human Rights expert Tomas Ojea
Quintana’s six day trip to the country .

However, according to the Thai land-
based Assistance Association for Political
Prisoners-Burma (AAPP-B) till today only
30 political prisoners have been released.

The activists and opposition party in
exile criticized the amnesty of the junta,
saying it just meant easing off pressure
from the international community as they
did in the past.

“We cannot expect the political
situation in Burma, to improve just because
a few political prisoners have been
released. This is just a ploy to try and ease
international pressure,” said Tate Naing,
general secretary of AAPP-B in a
statement in February.

The UN Human Rights Expert said in
an interview to Mizzima, that he had
suggested to the Burmese government to
review their judiciary and to make it
independent and impartial for protecting
the fundamental rights of the people.

He also said the human rights situation
in Burma had not improved and release of
a few political prisoners was a good sign,
but it was not enough for development.

Recently, the European Union, United
States and the UN have called on the junta
for the release of all political prisoners and
in Burma there are more than 2000 political
prisoners, still behind bars, according to
AAPP-B.

Two activists sentenced to 5 and 8
years

Phanida

March 5  – The Rangoon based civil
society ‘Myanmar Egress’ on Thursday
denied rumors that the group is preparing
to contest the ensuing 2010 general
elections.

A senior member of the Myanmar
Egress, a group claiming to be into human
resource training and capacity building, on
Thursday told Mizzima that it has no plans
to get involved in party politics. They have
issued a statement explaining their stand
and to counter the rumours.

“I have nothing to say in particular as
we have already expressed our view in our
statement. This news has been circulated
among the people. In Burma, nothing is
free of speculation and rumors,” the senior
member of the group, who requested not
to be named, said.

Myanmar Egress in February issued a
statement saying it does not want to involve
itself in politics and has no plans to contest
the ensuing 2010 election, but is committed
to the upliftment of the people’s capacity
by training them and involving them in
community works.

The Myanmar Egress is made up of
seven people including Dr. Nay Win Maung,
publisher of the ‘Living Colour’ magazine,
‘The Voice’ weekly journal, and intel lectuals
and businessmen.

The statement says even though the
new constitution allows civil societies to
participate in party polit ics, this
organization will not form any political
party, will not conduct pol itical work and
its members will not join any other party
or organizations.

The group said they need to prove to
the people that they are not seeking any
political gain in providing capacity building

works in society, and by assisting people
and civil society.

The statement also said they are
prepared to join hands extensively with all
those who are working in the task of nation
building.

An off icial of the company
administration department Phyu Pyar Aung
said, “Our Myanmar Egress’s main mission
is to act as a ‘capacity development center’
so we are providing just training.

She added that the group has no
intention to f orm a political party, as the
group wants to work f reely.

“We issued this statement to make our
stand and true essence clear and to invite
all who wish to join us in this stand, ” she
added.

Myanmar Egress was established in
2006 and has provided research and
capacity building services and training since
then.

Meanwhile, critics said while Myanmar
Egress might not be directly involved in
politics, its founders, including Dr. Nay Win
Maung and Dr. Kyaw Yin Hlaing do have
political leanings and expressed doubts
about their motives.

Nyo Ohn Myint, in-charge of foreign
affairs committee of the National League
for Democracy-Liberated Area  (NLD-LA),
said Dr. Nay Win Maung and Dr. Kyaw Yin
Hlaing are part of a think -tank that harbours
a moderate view of ways to solve Burma’s
political deadlock.

While not directly exalting military
dictatorship in Burma, they see opposition
leader Aung San Suu Kyi’s stand as
extreme, Nyo Ohn Myint said.

But when contacted by Mizzima, Dr. Nay
Win Maung was unavailable for comment.

Some information added by Mungpi

Myanmar Egress denies rumours of
contesting in 2010 polls

not accept the proposed 2010 general
elections, which would only help prolong
military rule.

They also did not accept the release
of only a handful of political prisoners in
the recent amnesty for over 6,000
prisoners. If the UN, foreign governments
and NGOs blindly supported this move, they

would be the most pitiful blind people
groups in the world, the statement
ironically said.

The bomb blasts yesterday coincided
with the 47th anniversary of late Gen. Ne
Win’s coup against the democratically
elected government. Both blast sites were
killing fields during the nationwide uprising
in 1988, when many people were shot
dead.

Continued From  Front page ÒÔÒÔ

Mungpi

March 12  - The Burmese Prime
Minster General Thein Sein will lead a
delegation to Indonesia and Singapore,
sources in Naypyitaw said.

Thein Sein’s delegation is scheduled
to reach Jakarta, Indonesia’s capital on

March 15 and he will meet Indonesian
President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono.

An official at the Indonesian Foreign
Ministry confirmed the trip to Mizzima.

According to sources in Naypyitaw, the
capital of the military government, the
delegation will comprise ministers, deputy
ministers and other members totalling
about 50.

PM Thein Sein to visit Indonesia and
Singapore
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February 27  – There was exchange
of gunfire on February 18 between
Burmese Army troops and a drug
trafficking gang operating in Meng Peng
region, Shan State in the Golden Triangle.

The LIB 526 and 359 clashed with Sai
Nau Kham-led remnants of the former Khun
Sa’s MTA army.

“The clash occurred in Meng Peng
region with the LIB 526 and 359 of the
Burmese Army. Sai Nau Kham is still at
large along with his 30 to 40-str ong force,”
theThai based ‘Shan Herald Agency of
News’ (SHAN) Assistant Editor Sein Kyi  told
Mizzima.

Local military observers said that a
shell hit a Chinese ship navigating the
nearby Mekong River killing one Chinese
sailor and injuring three.

Col. Sai Lau Seng, spokesman of the
Shan Sate Army (South) said “We heard
that a clash broke out between Sai Nau
Kham led remnants of the MTA Army near
Wan Pong village, upper Meng Peng in the
Golden Triangle. We heard of it on February
22”.

Local observers said that Sai Nau Kham

was into drug trafficking while living in
Tachileik. He had close contacts with local
authorities and was later arrested with a
lot of narcotic drugs and arms. Later he
escaped from custody.

The gang is now collecting extortion
and protection money from drug traffickers
in Meng Peng region in the Burmese side
of the Golden Traingle area, the triangular
border of Burma, Thailand and Laos. He
recruited local villagers into his army.

The drug traffickers usually use
Chinese ships plying on the Mekong River
to transport their contraband from Wa and
Meng La region in northern Burma. Sai
Nau Kham and his army intercept these
drug convoys and collect tax when they
are tipped off on the movement of drug
consignments. They fire on drug convoys
when they refuse to pay them money as
tax.

Thailand, Laos, China and Burma are
jointly launching operations against drug
trafficking in the golden triangle area.

Similarly Sai Nau Kham opened fire
on a Chinese patrol boat navigating in
Mekong River on 25 February last year
killing three Chinese naval officers, SHAN
news reported.

Army-drug gang encounter in
Golden Triangle

Mungpi

March 4  - Burma’s ruling military
junta has tentatively scheduled its general
elections in March 2010, a source close to
the military establishment in Naypyitaw
said.

Although the ruling junta has not made
any announcement regarding the timing
and the election law that would allow the
formation of political parties, the source
said, the top-ranking Generals in Naypyitaw
have tentatively planned to hold the polls
in March.

This information, however, cannot be
independently verified, but a military
analyst, Aung Kyaw Zaw, based near the
Sino-Burmese border, said the junta w as
likely to hold the elections in the first quarter
of 2010.

“As far as I understand, the junta
wants to hold the elections in the first
quarter of 2010, and there is a likelihood
that they will discuss it in the upcoming
quarterly meeting,” Aung Kyaw Zaw said.

Sources said, Burma’s military leaders
were gearing up for the first quarterly
meeting and had ordered all its military
commanders to be present latest by March
6.

Aung Kyaw Zaw said, during the
meeting the Generals were likely to
discuss, apart from the normal topics, three

major points – elections and election law,
reshuffling of the positions among the
military and how to go about the ceasefire
with ethnic armed groups.

He said it was likely that the two
groups of military leaders – those who want
the election law to be announced soon and
those who want to postpone it – will
compromise during the meeting and come
up with the announcement latest by the
first week of April.

The second topic would be about
choosing whom to appoint to head certain
ministries and whom to retire in order to
be a candidate for the election, he said.

And regarding the third, the military
leaders were likely to discuss on how to
handle the ceasefire ethnic groups, he
added.

“One thing is for sure, the junta does
not dare to pressurize the ethnic armed
groups to the point of breaking their
ceasefire agreement, as it will have severe
repercussions,” Aung Kyaw Zaw said.

However, he added, the junta, at times,
plays around with the media and
deliberately delays or pre-pones their
schedules to get back at the media.

“Though the junta clearly has plans,
they can sometimes change their schedules
just to conf use the media,” he added.

Junta tentatively schedules elections
for March 2010

Solomon

February 20  – An official of the ethnic
rebel group the United Wa State Army has
alleged that the Burmese military regime
was pressurising the group to transform
its army into a militia under the junta’s
control.

An official of the UWSA, who requested
anonymity as he is not authorized to speak
to the pr ess, told Mizzima that Lt Gen Ye
Myint, Chief of the Military Affairs Security
(MAS), in January had pressurised the
UWSA to allow the junta to control its
armed group and asked it to participate
actively in the 2010 election.

Lt Gen Ye Myint, who came with Maj-
Gen Kyaw Phyo and Maj-Gen Aung Than
Htut to UWSA’s headquarters in Pang Sang
from January 18 to 19, urged the Wa group
to change its army into a militia to be used
by the junta as a border security force
under its control.

“Ye Myint pressured us to change the
leadership of our group and allow it to
control our army,” said the of ficial. “He

wanted the current leadership to retire and
to promote young leaders from our group.”

But the official said it was not possible
for the UWSA to accept the offer and
tension has again flared up between them
and the Burmese Army.

“We cannot agree to the terms of the
offer. We will observe the developments
before we decide whether to contest the
2010 election,” the of ficial said.

He added that if the Burmese Army
continues its pressure, the UWSA might
be forced to prepare militarily for self-
defence.

Meanwhile, Aung Kyaw Zaw, a Sino-
Burmese border based analyst said, “It is
impossible for Wa to agree to the junta’s
demand because they are living like a small
country in their own territory for nearly
two decades now.”

“The main problem is most of the
armed groups do not trust the junta, so if
they continue pressurising the armed
groups there is a likelihood of ceasefire
agreements breaking,” Aung Kyaw Zaw
said.

Junta urges UWSA to turn into
militia group

Phanida

March 3 – The ethnic Kachin people
are trying to form a political party to contest
the 2010 general elections in Kachin State.

The political party will be called ‘Kachin
State Progressive Party’ (KSPP) and its
members will be civilians. The party has
not yet become a legal party, ‘New
Democratic Army-Kachin’ (NDA-K)
Chairman Zakhon Ten Yeng said.

“It is still in the planning stage. We
have given a name to the part y. The
government promised to hold a multi-party
election. We can’t say yet when this new
party will become an officially recognized
legal party. It wi ll become a legal party
only after the people endorse it. The name
‘KSPP’ is just our proposal which means
‘Party for Kachin State Development’. It has
not yet reached the stage of being
endorsed by the people and supported by
the people,” he said.

“We should have a single and unified
political party in Kachin State for all those
who wish and initiate to form a political
party in our State for the benefit of all the
people living in this State regardless of their
race and creed. We should have one and
only political party with great unity and
solidarity. We shall give our support to such
a party”, he added.

The main aim of this party is to benefit
all ethnic nationalities living in Kachin State,
so that they can enjoy freedom in politics
and development in Kachin State through
a united effort, he said.

It is reported that the leaders of this
KSPP party are Dr. Tuja, Vice-Chairman of
Kachin Independence Army (KIA), Maj.

Manchi Thein Saung, Deputy In-charge of
NDA-K Liaison Department and Maj. Phone
Ram from the KIA splinter group led by
Lashan Awng Wah.

All these persons must resign from
their party posts if this party is officially
formed, he added.

“We must have freedom to organize if
the party is permitted to be formed. We
should exercise noble practices for the sake
of our country and our region through free
discussion,” NDA-K Chairman Zakhon Ten
Yeng said.

The transition committee called ‘
Jingphaw Mungdaw Pranwan Komiti’ was
formed in the middle of last year to contest
in 2010 election with the ceasefire groups
in Kachin State namely KIA, KIA splinter
group Lashan Awng Wah, NDA-K and
Kachin National Consultant Committee.

The members of all these ceasefire
groups must resign from their party posts
if they join this new Kachin political party
as civilians, a Major from NDA-K said on
condition of anonymity.

“They will join the political party as
civilians and they don’t need to wear police
uniform. All of them will become civilians
and they are reportedly trying to avoid
splitting into two to three political parties
in the State,” he added.

“I think there will be a total of 15
persons with five persons from each
group. I don’t know who will join them.
They are coming to all townships and
launching organizational tours,” he further
said.

KIA is an ethnic Kachin armed group
formed in February 1961 which reached a
ceasefire agreement with the military
regime in February 1994.

Kachin political party to contest 2010
election

him dead on the bed. After receiving the
information from the hotel, police and
medical personnel rushed to the scene for
inspection. They later confirmed the death
without finding any marks or injuries on
the body.

Doctors from Rangoon General
Hospital’s Forensic Department conducted
a post mortem and f ound Mr. Zhang’s

heart’s main arteries were blocked and
narrow, according to police sources.

Sources who investigated the case said
that the deceased was alone in the hotel
room when he died.

His wife and daughter traveled to
Burma and cremated his remains at Yeway
Cemetery on March 6th at 4:20 p .m.,
returning to China with the ashes.

Continued From Front Page  ÒÔ
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Usa Pichai

March 1 – Leaders of the 10-member
Association of Southeast Asian Nations on
Sunday, wound-up the 14th Summi t
agreeing to tackle the “illegal migrants in
Indian Ocean” issue in March.

The annual regional leader’s summit
held at Thailand’s beach resort of Hua Hin
was wrapped up on Sunday with leaders
of the 10 countries sealing several
agreements; including the cases related
to military-ruled Burma.

Abhisit Vejjajiva, Thailand’s Prime
Minister and the chairman of the group,
during a press conference on Sunday said
the bloc welcomed the “Burmese
government’s willingness to engage in
active cooperation with the UN Secretary
General’s Special Envoy as well as the UN
Special Rapporteur on Human Right to
address the international community’s
concern about the situation in Burma.”

He also welcomed the release of
political detainees and expected the
inclusion of all political parties in the
process leading to general elections in
2010 which will contribute significantly to
the national reconciliation process.

But Malaysian Prime Minister Abdullah
Ahmad Badawi during a separate press
conference said in reply to a reporter’s
question that Burma has indicated its
willingness to directly interact with the UN
process rather than with ASEAN on the
country’s democratization.

Abhisit, during the press conference
said the summit had agreed to use the term
“Illegal migrants in Indian Ocean” to
indicate Rohingya, Bengalis and other
groups of migrants in the Indian Ocean.

During a separate press conference,
Abhisit told the Thai media that the
Rohingya issue wil l  be tackled in
cooperation with related states.

“However, the best way to solve the
problem is from the cause,” he added.

ASEAN in its joint statement released
on Sunday noted on the Rohingya issue
that cooperation among countries of origin,
transit and destination is of great
importance. The group tasked the ASEAN
Secretary-General to coordinate with the
Burmese government to obtain relevant
statistics related to these illegal migrants
in the Indian Ocean.

Meanwhile, Thailand’s Foreign Minister
Kasit Piromya has accepted an invitation
from the Burmese Foreign Minister Nyan
Win, to make an official visit to Burma at
the end of March, according to Tharit
Charungvat, Director-General of the
Department of Information and Foreign
Minister spokesman.

The invitation was extended during a
separate meeting between the two
ministers during a meet on Saturday on
the sidelines of the summit. The two
ministers also agreed to discuss illegal
migrants, border crime and drug trafficking
during the visit.

On the Rohingya issue, Kasit was
informed by his Burmese counterpart that
there has been tripartite cooperation since
1990 between Burma, Bangladesh and the
UNHCR. However, the problem did not lend
itself to easy solutions, given the complex
nature of the problem and the long shared
border between Burma and Bangladesh.

Minister Nyan Win, nevertheless,
reiterated his country’s willingness to take
back the Rohingya, calling them members
of the Bengali minority group.

The issue of Rohingya boatpeople has
become heated in the region after about
1,000 of them were rescued off Thailand,
India and Indonesian coasts since
December 2008.

On the issue of drug trafficking, Nyan
Win informed Kasit that Burma has made
a lot of effort in solving this problem but
still faced the illegal import of precursor
chemicals for methamphetamines.

ASEAN wraps-up 14th Summit

Solomon

March 4  - Members of the ethnic
Karen rebel group – Karen National Union
– have began moving back into Burma,
after Thailand warned them not to set up
base in their terri tory, a source close to
the rebel group said.

The source, who did not want to be
named, said KNU leaders had recently been
told by Thai military authorities in the
border town of Mea Sot, to move out of
the town and to avoid Thailand’s territory
for their activities.

“The Thai authorities issued the notice
informally about 10 days ago. The Thai
military told KNU to move out of their
territory and several KNU members have
left,” the source said.

However, the source, said a few
leaders had remained in Mea Sot town,
but were keeping a low profile.

“Currently, the KNU leaders cannot
move around as freely as they did in the
past, they need to be mor e careful,” he
added.

The KNU, however, denied any official
comment.

KNU, the longest running insurgent
group of Burma, which has been waging
war against the regime, earlier had strong
bases inside Karen state of Burma. But,
they suffered a heavy blow after their
stronghold – Manerplaw – was overrun by
a joint group of the Burmese Army and a
Karen splinter group – the Democratic
Karen Buddhist Army – in 1995.

Since then, several leaders, including

deceased KNU General-Secretary, Pado
Mahn Shala Phan, had taken shelter in
Thailand’s border town of Mea Sot.
Although, the Thai authorities were aware
of the KNU leader’s presence, they did not
take any official stand against the group,
which would force the KNU to leave
Thailand.

Occasionally, Burma’s military rulers
have news reports in the state mouthpiece,
New Light of Myanmar newspaper,
accusing Thailand of hosting the rebels,
whom they term as ‘Destructive Elements’.

The source said, the current wave of
pressure seems unlikely to be Thailand’s
policy but the country could be acting on
mounting pressure received externally.
Thailand, has unofficially hosted the KNU
and other ethnic rebels in their territories
bordering Burma.

“It is unlikely to be Thailand’s official
policy to force the KNU to move out of their
terri tory, but i t must be pr essure coming
from outside,” the source added.

The source, however, added that i t was
not the first time that members of the KNU
and its armed wing Karen National
Liberation Army, were forced to stay out
of Thailand.

“It is not the first time, but things turn
back to normal later,” the source added.

Nyo Ohn Myint, in-charge of the
Thailand-based Foreign Affairs Committee
of the National League for Democracy-
Liberated Areas (NLD-LA) said, those who
have long observed Thailand’s policy on

Pressure mounts on KNU to move
out of Thailand: Sources

Salai Pi Pi

February 27  – Leader of an ethnic
Karen resistance group, Colonel Ner Dah
Mya is facing trial in a court in Thailand,
charged with illegal possession of a
weapon , an official of the group said.

Saw David Taw, a Central Committee
member of the Karen National Union, on
Friday told Mizzima that Col Ner Dah Mya ,
son of the late Karen leader Saw Bo Mya,
was facing trial at the Tak provincial court
in Thailand, after he was released on bail
on January 19.

Saw David Taw said the Ner Dah Mya
was arrested by the Thai Army on January
18, near Umpien village in Tak province,
opposite Burma’s Myawaddy town, and
charged for possessing a weapon and
illegally transporting migrants.

“He was arrested on February 18 but
was released on bail the next day,” Saw
David Taw said.

Although Ner Dah Mya was released
on bail, Saw David Taw said, “He continues
to face trial in a provincial court.”

The Karen National Liberation Army,

the armed wing of the KNU, is Burma’s
oldest insurgent group fighting for self-
determination since 1948.

The KNLA suffered a heavy blow in
1995, when its headquarters Manerplaw,
was overrun by the Burmese Army. Since
then, the KNLA have been forced to retreat
to the Thai-Burmese border and form
temporary jungle camps. However, i t
continues to fight a guerrilla war against
the Burmese Army.

David Taw said, Ner Dah Mya was in
Tak province helping the KNLA in the area
and denied the charges of illegally
transporting migrants into Thailand. He
said the heightened bilateral relationship
between the Burmese military regime and
Thailand might have led to the arrest of
Col Ner Dah Mya.

“I think, our Colonel [Ner Dar Mya] has
been arrested because the Burmese
regime pressurized the Thai Army,” Saw
David Taw said.

He added that the Burmese Army
might have mounted pressure during the
regular monthly meetings, held between
Border Committees of the two countries.

Salai Pi Pi

March 4  – In a bid to promote
tourism, Thailand has decided to exempt
Burmese tourists as well as tourists from
several other countries, of visa fees to
Thailand for three months —March to
June—an official at Thailand’s immigration
office said.

Thailand, which has been reeling
under internal political turmoil since last
year, decided to exempt the f ee for tourist
visa applications for 42 countries, including
military-ruled Burma, as part of its
promotion of tourism.

“It is about promoting tourism in
Thailand, while it is facing the global
economic crisis,” the immigr ation official
told Mizzima on Wednesday.

An official at the Thai Immigration
Bureau Head Office said, the exemption
was part of Thailand’s plan to boost its
tourism industry, which was severely
affected by political unrest, particularly by
the seizure of its international airport by
demonstrators in November last year.

Currently, Thailand gives Visa on
Arrival for citizens of 20 countries for a
stay not exceeding 15 days and citizens of
another 42 countries are given a visa-free

stay in Thailand, for 30 days.
However, those who wish to stay longer

than those periods are required to apply
for visas, which give a standard 60 days,
at the Thai embassies or diplomatic
missions abroad before their arrival in
Thailand, the official said.

The Thai Foreign Affairs Ministry, in
its press release on Wednesday, said the
decision to exempt fees for tourist visas
was passed by the Cabinet in January. And
the exemption would be effective from
March 5 to June 4.

Meanwhile, a Burmese tourist
appreciated Thailand’s new plans but said
it would not attract Burmese travellers, as
the military-ruled country was also reeling
under the global financial crisis.

“We appreciate it [exemption on tourist
visa] but we have to wait and see how it
goes,” the tourist said.

He added that only a few Burmese
people visit Thailand officially with a Visa,
while the larger majority cross over the
borders and smuggle themselves into
Thailand to seek better employment.

Earlier in Burma, travellers were
required to pay an amount of USD 35 as
fee for tourist visa application at the Thai
embassy in Rangoon.

Thailand exempts tourist visa fee for
42 countries

KNU Colonel faces trial in Thai
Court
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February 25 – The European Union’s
current Presidency in a statement on
Monday urged Burma’s mil i tary
government to release all political
prisoners, including detained opposition
leader Aung San Suu Kyi, lift all restrictions
on political parties and embark on a
dialogue with opposition groups.

“The Presidency of the EU, strongly
calls for the immediate and unconditional
release of all political prisoners and
detainees, including Daw Aung San Suu
Kyi, lifting of all restrictions on political
parties, and an all-inclusive dialogue
between the authorit ies and the
democratic forces, including ethnic groups,”
the statement said.

From January to June 2009, the Czech
Republic holds the EU Presidency and will
later transfer it to Sweden, in the second
half of 2009. The Czech Republic has been
supporting the Burmese democratic
movement and has lately accepted
Burmese refugees into its country.

Its former President Václav Havel along
with South African Arch Bishop Desmond
Tu Tu, in September 2005, published a
report on Burma, titled, “Threat to Peace”
and called for the United Nations Security
Council to adopt a resolution against
Burma’s military rulers.

The statement said, the Presidency
recalled the United Nations General
Assembly resolution, which stated that the
political process in Burma was “not
transparent, inclusive, free and fair, and
that the procedures established for the
drafting of the constitution, resulted in the
de facto exclusion of the opposition from
the process.”

The Presidency also shared the view
expressed by Gambari, the UN Secretary-
General’s special advisor on Burma, that it
was time for Burma to demonstrate its
commitment in “addressing concretely the
issues of concern to the international
community.”

The EU, since 1996, has had a common
position on Burma, which includes
economic sanctions, an arms embargo and
visa bans on Burmese military officials and
their family members. The common
position also restricts visits to Burma, by
high-level officials from EU member states.

The EU further tightened its sanctions
on Burma following the junta’s crackdown
on monk-led demonstrators in September
2007.

However, in r esponse to the
humanitarian crisis due to Cyclone Nargis,
the European Commission provided Euro
39 million (USD 50 million) for the initial
recovery project in 2008.

During the weekend, Germany’s
Members of the Parliamentary Committee
for Economic Cooperation and
Development, Jürgen Klimke and Hellmut
Königshaus, visited Burma’s Irrawaddy
delta, where Cyclone Nargis had struck,
to see the process of recovery work being
done by the Triparti te Core Group, formed
with the UN, Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN) and the Burmese
junta.

It is the second visit by an European
high-level delegation. Last month, the
Minister of Environment and International
Development of Norway, Erik Solheim, and
Minister for Development Cooperation of
Denmark, Ulla Toernaes, visited the delta
to assess the progress of Post-Nargis
response and future recovery needs.

EU presidency urges Burma to
implement political reforms

Salai Pi Pi

February 19  – A United Kingdom-
based charity group on Thursday rejected
the call by a campaign group on travel
agencies, to stop business deals with
Burma, saying tourism helped the people
of Burma.

Network Myanmar, a charity group led
by former British Ambassador to Thailand,
Derek Tonkin, in a statement on Wednesday
said, promoting tourism in Burma helped
the people of the country as it could create
jobs for many people.

“We believe that responsible tourism
can make a valuable contribution to the
cause of democratic reform in Myanmar
[Burma],” Derek Tonkin, Chairman of
Network Myanmar, said in the pr ess
release.

Tonkin’s comment came after a UK-
based campaign group, Tourism Concern,
on Tuesday said at least 24 tour operators
in UK, had business links with Burma by
arranging clients for hotels and resorts,
owned by Burmese military junta’s cronies,
who were blacklisted by the European
Council.

However, Tonkin and members of
Network Myanmar said that tourism had
overwhelming support of the vast majority
of the local population, as it helped to
address unemployment problems in
Burma.

Tonkin said he rejected the call by
‘Tourism Concern’ on tour operators to
withdraw from Burma, until meaningful
democracy was restored. He dubbed the
report by ‘Tourism Concern’ as “misleading
and irresponsible.”

“The further isolation of the long

suffering Burmese people cannot possibly
be in their inter ests,” Tonkin said.

However, Rachel Noble, spokesperson
of ‘Tourism Concern’ defended its stand
by saying the European Union’s trade
sanctions against the Burmese military
regime, have had no impact on the normal
Burmese people, but cut off the lifelines of
the regime.

She said it was the regime that had
tormented the Burmese people and
brought about their economic downfall.

“The Burmese people are starving
because of the regime’s mismanagement.
You cannot just blame the sanctions,” Noble
said.

“Some people are keen to point out
that the West’s isolation policy is not
effective because they are striving for
business deals in that country [Burma],”
she added.

The Tourism Concern also called on
the UK government to update and
implement the European Council 2008
regulation and to issue clear guidelines to
all UK tour operators and tourism
establishments, not to breach the EC trade
ban.

However, a report in UK-based Travel
Weekly said the ‘Bales Worldwide’ travel
agency, one of the tour oper ators, which
Tourism Concern has accused of funding
the Burmese regime, has defended its
decision to make Burmese destinations in
its tour programmes.

“We are a non-political organization
and there is a lot of potential harm you
can do by isolating a country,” I ain Fenton,
Sales Director of Bales Worldwide, was
quoted as saying in the report.

Charity Group says tourism will help
restore democracy in Burma

February 24 – The Burmese military
junta’s recent amnesty for prisoners,
including a few political prisoners, was
welcomed by United Nations Secretary-
General Ban Ki-moon on Monday, who said
it was the ‘First Step’ towards the release
of more political prisoners and the
implementation of democracy.

“This is the time for Myanmar [Burma]
to seize the opportunity before it, to send
positive signals,” Ban Ki-moon said.

However, the world body leader ur ged
Burma’s military government to continue
releasing the rest of the estimated 2000
polit ical prisoners, including pro-
democracy icon Aung San Suu Kyi.

He also urged for a resumption of
dialogue, between the Government and
the opposition, “without delay and without
preconditions”.

Burma, on Saturday, began releasing

prisoners across the country as part of an
amnesty granted to 6,313 prisoners, who
the government said had displayed good
conduct.

Opposition sources said, 24 political
prisoners, who were nearing the
completion of their original prison terms,
were among those released.

The UN Secretary General’s statement
came on Monday following a meeting with
his Group of Friends on Myanmar, which
includes neighbouring countries of the
Association of South East Asian Nations
(ASEAN), and other concerned States.

“We have unity of support. But, at the
same time I would like to see some unity
of approach among members. This is what
we are now continuing to consult with the
countries concerned,” explained Ban Ki-
moon with regard to further discussions
with the Group of Friends.

Last week, Ban Ki-moon’s special
adviser on Burma, Ibrahim Gambari,
briefed the 15-member UN Security
Council, where he said he still awaited a
‘tangible outcome’ of his latest visit to
military-ruled Burma.

Gambari recently visited Burma from
January 31 to February 3, and was able to
meet the Burmese Prime Minister Thein
Sein, and detained pro-democracy leader
Aung San Suu Kyi, as well as five members
of the central executive committee of her
party – the National League for Democracy.

However, junta supr eme Snr. Gen
Than Shwe refused to meet the visiting
envoy.

Ban Ki-moon welcomes release of
political prisoners

February 20  – The President of the
United Nations General Assembly on
Thursday urged Burma’s military regime
and the opposition to immediately embark
on a dialogue without setting any pre-
conditions.

The call came after the General
Assembly’s Vice-President Raymond Wolfe
was briefed by the Special Envoy Ibrahim
Gambari on his recent visit to Burma on
behalf of the President Miguel D’Escoto
Brockmann.

In a statement, the spokesperson of
the President said the General Assembly
President “joins the Secretary-General in
calling on both the Government [of Burma]
and the Opposition to resume substantive
dialogue without preconditions and without
further delay.”

Gambari, UN Secretary-General’s
special envoy to Burma, during his recent
visit to Burma, from January 31 to February
3, met Burma’s Prime Minister Thein Sein
and detained opposition leader Aung San
Suu Kyi.

Gambari also met several other junta
ministers and officials but could not meet
junta supremo Snr. Gen. Than Shwe who
continues to remain elusive.

He also met five members of Aung
San Suu Kyi’s National League for

Democracy party’s central executive
committee. A spokesperson of the NLD said
Gambari’s latest visit had not yielded any
fruitful result.

But the NLD welcomed the Secretary
General’s call for dialogue between the
junta head Than Shwe and opposition
leader Aung San Suu Kyi and urged the
UN not to give up its efforts to promote
democracy in Burma.

Gambari, who visited Burma for the
seventh time since his appointment in
2006, is also scheduled to brief members
of the Security Council on Friday on his
latest trip to Burma.

Meanwhile, the United Nations Special
Rapporteur on the situation of Human
Rights in Burma, Tomas Ojea Quintana, on
Thursday wound up his six-day visit to
Burma saying human rights in the country
is still ‘challenging.”

During a brief press conference before
leaving the country, Quintana said, he had
received a positive response from the
Burmese Chief Justice and Attorney
General on making changes on domestic
laws that limit the fundamental rights of
the citizens.

But he failed to receive any concrete
commitments from Burmese officials.

UNGA president urges Burmese junta
and opposition to start dialogue

Burma, said while they were not certain
about the pressure on KNU, they did not
rule out the possibilities.

“We heard that the KNU is facing
pressure to stay out of Thailand, but we
still cannot confirm i t,” Nyo Ohn Myint said.

But, he added that he was aware of
the KNU leaders moving out of the border
towns and from Thailand’s territories.

It was also likely that Thailand had
been urged to drive away the Karen rebels

from their terri tory, during the Thai Army
Chief’s visit to Burma, he said.

“Thailand might be acting on pressure
from the Burmese junta, and the two
countries might have reached an
agreement during Thailand’s military
commander’s visit to Burma,” he added.

Thailand’s Army Commander-in-Chief,
Anupong Paochinda, in mid-February
visited Burma on a two-day official trip and
had met the Burmese Army’s top leader,
Senior General Than Shwe.

Continued From ÒÔ



March 2009 Vol.7   No. 3
page 6 JournalMizzimaThe

Opinion

Mizzima JournalThe

Editorial
August  2008

It is the policy of Mizzima to correct significant errors as
soon as possible. If you believe that we have made an
error, or you have questions about The Mizzima’s journalistic
standards and practices, you may contact us by email
mizzima.news@gmail.com, by phone +91-11-2853 7814,
+66-85 718 1017.

Correction policy

Interview with Mr Quintana

The United Nations Human Rights expert Tomas Ojea Quintana, who recently
concluded a six-day visit to Burma, said the release of 24 political prisoners along with
over 6,000 other prisoners is not enough to dub it as a significant improvement in
human rights.

Quintana, who for the second time visited Burma from February 14 to 19, said he
did not find improvements in the human rights situation in Burma, and the regime
needs to prove its willingness to address the human rights issues by implementing his
recommendations.

But Quintana said, he will continue pushing the Burmese military junta in his next
trip, probably in early summer this year, to implement his r ecommendations.

In order to find out more about his recent trip and the situation of human rights
assessed by him, Mizzima’s reporter Solomon talks to Quintana in an exclusive interview.

Q:What do you think of the human rights situation in Burma and are you satisfied
with your recent trip to Burma?

A:  What I can say is that the human rights situation in Myanmar [Burma] has not
improved, that is what I said in m y first pr ess conference in Yangon [Rangoon]. However,
considering the programme, I am satisfied in some points of the programmes, like
establishing an understanding with the Chief Justice, during our discussion about the
Independent judiciary. He accepted my recommendation.

Q:What was the main objective for this mission and what were you able to achieve?
A:  This is my second mission, and as I have requested to the government, it is

particularly to assess the human rights situation inside the country. I went to I nsein
Prison and I spend in Insein, more than 4 hours and 2 hours interviewing political
prisoners. One of the goals of my mission was to gauge the reaction and to measure
the level of willingness of the government to implement my recommendations.

And one of my recommendations was the release of prisoners of conscience. I was
very clear that it should start right now.

Q:As you were able to meet some of the political prisoners, what is your assessment
of their situation?

A: Well, as I said, in my opinion, at the moment, the human rights situation has not
improved. The government should address all the human rights si tuation in the country ,
it’s not only the question of prisoners of conscience, it is also the situation in frontier
Kayin [Karen] state, where there is an armed conflict, which may affect civilian, and
also the situation in North of Rakhaing [Arakan] State, concerning the Muslim residents.
So that is my general opinion, however, I wi ll like to address standard issues during my
presentation to Human Rights council in March.

Q:Were you able to go to all the places that you wished to go and were you able to
meet with all the people that you wanted to?

A:  My problems, as I said, there are some of my requests that were not accepted
by the government, and some of them were accepted. So, I am still working on this, I
am already starting to discuss my next mission during this year. So I think that this is
the way to that end, right now deterring my mandate, it is very important for me to go
inside the country to have a firsthand evidence and then, as I said, to discuss with the
government implementation of recommendations to improve the human rights situation.

Q:When is your next mission?
A:  I don’t have any dates in this regard. But, as I said, during my second mission I

started discussion about a third mission to the country during this y ear, may be in early
summer.

Q:Do you feel that your trip was controlled by the government?
A:  Well, the problem is a question of negotiation with the government. But as far

as my visit is concerned, I visited two prisons - one in Karen State Pa-an Prison and
also Insein Prison - and I had discussions with concerned authority regarding my
recommendations. I think it was a programme that somehow fulfilled some of my
expectations but of course I am looking forward to have a better programme during my
next mission.

Q:What do you think of the prison conditions in Burma?
A:  Well, there are situations particularly concerning, the general prisoners count

on their family members to support in terms of food and other supplies, this is a problem
because some of the prisoners don’t have family and they fail to get supply of food and
others.

Q:Did you also request to meet Daw Aung San Suu Kyi?
A:  I requested to meet Aung San Suu Kyi but the government did not accept this

request. But I will again request during my next mission.
Q: Why do you think the government refused to allow you a meeting with Aung San

Suu Kyi?
A:  I cannot say, because the government didn’t give any reasons. But Aung San

Suu Kyi, as I say in my report, she is under arbitrary arrest, against not only international
human rights standards but also even against the national law. During this mission, I
was explaining that she is under arbitrary detention and she was not granted any
access to the court. So, this is part of my mandate as human rights expert from the
human rights council to verify arbitrary detention.

Q:Did you also request to meet the leaders of the National League for Democracy?
A:  I requested a meeting with many representatives of different political parties

including the NLD but this was not granted.
Q: What do you think of the government’s decision to grant Amnesty to more than

6000 prisoners? Do you see it as a development after your visit?
A: Well, I think so one of my recommendations is the progressive release of prisoners

for conscience. So the decision of the government to release many of these prisoners

Challenging human rights in Burma
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Every time when spring is in the air in March; every time when we hear the
mellifluous voice of the Koel (Eudymanys Scolopacea), the images of a historical
event fleet past  in our minds, frame by frame in slow motion.  

The day is unforgettable for our people, as it is historical and is an epic movement
in our modern history. A shocked world appreciated, defying the might y enemy with
determination and courage, not bowing to the repression and insult to our nation
and people despite our national mindset and spirit of sympathy and kindness to
everyone, richness in military strategy of our people in fighting against hegemony
and highhandedness, invincible national spirit, the icon of national unity and a thrilling
movement.  

The frames of this movement in our mind reminds us of the withered leaves
and bare trees in the heat of spring, singing Koels and red arm badge with white
star, white star in the flying r ed flag, arms and ammunitions of different sorts borne
by revolutionaries without wearing uniforms, determined spirit, selflessness and
sacrifices showing on their faces, joining hands together under the leadership of a
national leader, exciting and energetic young soldiers of ‘Burma Defence Army’ ready
for battle against Japanese fascists.  

This was the beginning of the historical day in our modern history popularly
known later as ‘Revolution Day’, on which day the wave of unity hit the r epressive
fascist system and freed our country from the yoke of these fascists.  

The embryo of this revolution originated on 27 March 1945 and now it has been
64 years. But those who always distorted the historical facts to cover the truth and
wished to exploit the history for their own benefit made this historical day senseless
and bloody.  The nation marked this historical day as ‘Revolutionary Day’ unti l its
43rd anniversary at the ‘Revolution Park’ in Rangoon where the anti-fascist army and
its soldiers started their journey under the leadership of our national and
independence hero Gen. Aung San. After that, i t was changed to ‘Armed Forces
Day’ and has been celebrated annually under this name unti l today. So this year the
annual celebration will be ‘64th Armed Forces Day’ instead of ‘64th Revolution Day’.  

The essence and tradition of these two ev ents are quite contrary.  
Under these circumstances, the new generation is not aware of the essence of

the revolution, bitterness of fascism and revolutionary spirit against what was
repressive rule. Now they recognize this day only as saluting the ageing and frail
military dictator. They see this day as aggravating people’s hatred against the dictators
instead of winning people’s hearts.  

No one is interested in this ‘armed forces day’ and watch the event now.  
The number of veteran revolutionaries who took part in this historical struggle

is dwindling day by day so that these persons who know well the true facts need to
hand them over to the younger generations otherwise this historical event will be
forgotten and eroded from our history once and for all.

Forgotten anti-fascist revolution
day
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 The United States on Friday said it is
reviewing its Burma policy and is looking
at various ways to engage the Burmese
people.

Gordon Duguid, deputy spokesman of
the US state department, during a regular
press briefing on Friday told reporters that
the US is looking at various ways to make
the Burmese military junta change its
behaviour.

“Our Burma policy is under review. We
are looking at ways in which we can try to
affect the leaders in Burma,” Duguid said.

Duguid’s statement came days after
the Secretary of State Hillary Clinton,
during her Asian tour in Indonesia said the
US is considering various ways including
lifting of the economic sanctions that it
imposed on the Burmese military to better
engage with them.

During a press conference in Jakarta,
Clinton said, “Clearly, the path we ha ve
taken in imposing sanctions hasn’t
influenced the Burmese junta,” but she also
said that the path adopted by Burma’s
neighbours of “reaching out and trying to
engage them has not influenced them,
either.”

She did not deny that that easing
sanctions was one of the ideas under
consideration by the Obama administration
as part of a major policy review, saying
“we are looking at possible ideas that can
be presented.”

But Duguid, during the press briefing
said, “But the goal remains the same in
Burma, and that is to have a representative
government that responds to the will of
the people, and that will needs to be freely
expressed.

“So at the moment, is there any change
on the U.S. sanction on the Burmese
regime? No, there is not,” he added in
response to a question raised.

The United States joined by the
European Union have imposed economic
sanctions on Burma’s military rulers for its
reluctance to implement political reforms
and its appalling human rights record.

The US in July 2008, strengthened its
sanction by passing the JADE – Junta Anti-
Democratic Efforts - in response to the
junta’s brutal r epression of monk-led
protests in September 2007, where at least
30 people were killed and hundreds of
monks and activists arrested.

Sanctions failed
The US’s indication of reviewing its

Burma policy and admitt ing the
ineffectiveness of economic sanctions
came at a time when critics and observers
are divided in two schools of thought over
the effectiveness of sanctions.

Derek Tonkin, a f ormer Bri t ish
Ambassador to Thailand and a long time
observer of Burmese politics, said sanctions
missed the target but further polarised the
junta. And it has also caused unintended
consequences to the general population

and caused stagnation in the living standard
of the people.

In an interview wi th Mizzima, Tonkin
said, “Sanctions have not achieved the
main purpose, which is to induce the
regime to change its policy and to introduce
political reform.”

He said, while it might not be the best
to totally lift sanctions, as it would mean a
reward without an effort for the military
rulers, the EU or the US could definitely
remove some of the individuals from the
blacklist, as they have been randomly
included without proper assessment.

The US and EU has maintained a list
of individuals, whom they feel are
benefiting from the ruling junta and are
providing financial assistance to it and
imposed a ban on travel and frozen their
assets.

Tonkin said, “Many of the individuals
included in the blacklist are strong
supporters of the NLD,” referring to Burma’s
main opposition party – National League
for Democracy.

But he said, while it would not be
pragmatic to totally lift the sanctions, there
should be a different approach to bring
changes in the country.

Similarly, Aung Naing Oo, a Burmese
analyst based in Thailand, in an earlier
interview with Mizzima said, sanctions are
political tools and are meant to bring
behavioural changes in the junta but it has
missed its objectives.

He said, with regional countries
including India, China and the Association
of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), of
which Burma is a member, continuing to
engage the junta, sanctions are not
bringing the desired political changes.

He added that it would be wise to
reconsider the sanction policy on Burma

and move on with a much more concerted
effort instead of merely imposing
sanctions.

More concerted efforts
Benedict Rogers of the Christian

Solidarity Worldwide, who has been
following on Burma’s human rights, said
the international community should
increase diplomatic and political efforts to
bring changes in Burma.

Talking to Mizzima, Rogers said, “A
combination of increased diplomatic and
political efforts by the international
community led by the United Nations is
needed.”

He also said, so far the international
community has failed to send a strong
message to the Burmese junta that their
behavioural changes could result in lifting
certain sanctions.

“I think the regime at the moment
thinks that whatever they do, sanctions are
going to stay, therefore, they won’ t do
anything,” Rogers said.

“But if we can link sanctions to
progress then it could work. I don’t think
sanctions should be lifted unconditionally,
the regime needs to take the first step ,”
he added.

Aye Thar Aung, a veteran ethnic
politician in Rangoon, said sanctions are
not called by the Burmese people and it
solely depends on the countries that
imposed it.

But, he said, sanctions or no sanctions,
the international community should
increase its efforts in bringing change in
Burma.

“It is not for us to say whether there
should be sanctions or not, but definitely
an increased effort by the international
community is needed,” said Aye Thar
Aung, who is also secretary of the

Committee Representing the Peoples’
Parliament (CRPP), a group formed with
members of elected MPs of the 1990
election.

What’s best?
While to an extent, observers and

critics agree on sanctions’ failure to induce
behavioural change in the regime, there
seems to be no unanimous answer on how
best to deal with the Burmese junta.

Andrew Selth, a research fellow at
Griffith Asia Institute, Griffith University,
during a talk in early February at New
Delhi’s ‘Institute of Peace and Conflict
Studies’ on “Burma and the Limits of
International Influence” said the
international community needs to
understand the mindset of the junta while
dealing with the junta.

Selth, an expert on regional security
said, there are only limited international
influences over theBurmese regime and
even China, which is considered the closest
ally of the regime, only has limited
influence.

According to him, understanding the
mindset and viewing it from the junta’s
point of view could be helpful in trying to
help bring changes in the country.

Burma, as portrayed by the
international media as a rogue country may
be true but the regime running the show
from Naypyitaw, Burma’s new jungle
capital about 300 km north of Rangoon,
are smart enough to play international
politics, Selth said.

Selth said getting in to the junta’s
shoes and thinking from their point of view
could help understand how best to
approach the military regime, that rules
Burma for nearly half a century.

Some of the information is contributed
by Nem Davies

of conscience is part of the fulfillment of this recommendation but of course I still give
in my last report that there are more than 2000 prisoners for conscience. So, as far I
know, the information that I received, only 24 are included in this 6000 people who
were released.

As a human rights envoy, I ha ve to address the questions of freedom - freedom of
expression, freedom of assembly, and freedom of political participation – pr escribed in
the Universal declaration of Human Rights. And so I am addressing the question of
prisoners of conscience to have the rights to exercise these liberties.

Q: What do you suggest to the Burmese regime to do in order to improve the
situation of human rights in Burma?

A: Well, you can see in my report, I reported to the human rights council and to the
General Assembly. I n my report, I stated that the go vernment should start r eleasing
prisoners of consciences. Secondly, the government should reform the judiciary because
at the moment, the judiciary is not independent and not impartial. So, the rule of law
shall apply in the country, so it should start right now to r eform the judiciary. The third,
the government should review all matters of the legislation which is against the human
rights law, and the fourth is that the government should start reform of the military and
the police, in order for them to respect human rights. As I said, in the regional parts of

the country, where human rights are at a stake, and in other cir cumstances we have
the military and the police may be involved in human rights violation. So these are my
recommendations.

Q: What kind of improvement do you see and what is the government’s reaction to
your recommendations in your first visit?

A: As I always said human rights in the country [Burma] has not improved. After I
left the country, the government released more than 6000 prisoners including 24 political
prisoners, this I would say is important, but of course not enough.

Q: During your trip to Karen state, it is reported you met Karen ceasefire groups,
but did not meet the Karen National Union. Why did you not meet the KNU or did you try
meeting the KNU?

A: It is right that I went to Karen State to try to access the situation of the armed
conflict. So during this mission, I only met groups, who had a cease-fire agreements
with government but I will try to meet the KNU during my next mission.

Q: Is there anything else that you would like to add?
A: As I said, after I left the country , the government decided to release prisoners

but that is not enough. We should all be working together with the government and
neighbouring countries including the ASEAN, which is a powerful regional group, to
work with the [Burmese] government to improve the human rights situation in all fields.

Continued From ÒÔÒÔ
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The United Nations’ human rights
envoy to Burma is currently half-way
through a six-day visit to the country ,
assessing the current human rights
situation. During his trip, the special
rapporteur, Tomas Ojea Quintana, hopes
to meet privately with some of the
Burma’s key political prisoners, according
to UN sources.

But many analysts and diplomats in
Rangoon believe the trip is only a “show-
boat” mission, agreed to by the junta to
give them face before the regional
grouping of the summit South-East Asian
leaders of ASEAN meet in Thailand in two
weeks time.

“The SPDC [State Peace and
Development Council] invited the UN VIPs
only to prevent a strong declaration being
adopted at the ASEAN summit criticising
them,” a senior diplomat told Mizzima, on
condition of anonymity.

The UN envoy made his first visit to
Burma last August, and is keen to see what
developments there has been since,
before he reports to the UN Human Rights
Council, scheduled for later next month.

But pro-democracy activists and
human rights advocates believe the visit is
very timely, as more than 300 political
dissidents have been sentenced to stiff jail
terms in the past six months – around 20
leading student activists from the pro-
democracy movement 20 years ago were
each sentenced to 65 years in prison for
their alleged involvement in the anti-prices
protests in September 2007.

On the eve of his visit, UN officials told
Mizzima that the envoy had hoped to meet
senior members of the junta, opposition
leaders and representatives of the
country’s ethnic minorit ies. He is
particularly keen to talk to the detained
opposition leader, Aung San Suu Kyi,
according to UN sources, but is not overly
hopeful that a meeting with her will be
arranged, they added. Mr. Quintana had
also planned to visit some of the key ethnic
minority areas in Burma’s border regions,
including Arakan, Karen and Kachin states.

“It is important that the envoy visit
ethnic areas – and tries to set his own
agenda,” said a UN expert who declined to
be identified. “It is good for him to show
the junta that he does not want to be
herded around and sees places other than
Rangoon and the capital Naypitdaw.

He was heavily criticised by opposition
groups after his last visit for not being
adventurous – flying in a helicopter with
the former deputy foreign minister Kyaw
Thuu around the Irrawaddy delta – which
was devastated by Cyclone Nargis last May
– on a superficial inspection tour of the
government’s aid efforts. Nor did he try to
see Aung San Suu Kyi on that visit, telling
Mizzima that was too sensitive a request.

So far the envoy has been able to visit
Karen area, and is expected to visit the
Kachin region bordering China in the north
before he leaves Burma on Thursday [19th
February]. It is highly unlikely that he will
be allowed to go to Arakan, a UN official in
Rangoon told Mizzima. And that may yet
prove to be the crucial visit, if the envoy is
able to make his trip count for anything
other than helping the regime dodge
regional and international criticism,
especially over its handling of its Muslim
minority.

The issue of the Rohinyga refugees,
who have fled Burma’s north-western
province, will be high on the envoy’s
agenda on this visit, a senior UN official

told The National on condition of anonymity.
The issue of the Rohingyas has surfaced
again recently after several thousand,
trying to get to Malaysia in small boats from
Bangladesh, were towed out to sea a set
adrift by the Thai military authorities after
they were intercepted in Thai waters. They
were given litt le food or water, and their
boats engines disabled. Around a thousand
ended up in the Andamans and several
hundred made it to a small Indonesian
island.

It has become a major regional issue
– with the Thais defending their actions
and now calling for a regional conference
to discuss the matter. “The problem of the
Rohingyas is a regional issue and needs
to be tackled regionally,” the ASEAN
secretary-general Surin Pitsuwan told
Mizzima earlier last week. Thailand and
Indonesia have agreed to hold a bilateral
meeting in Bali month, Thailand’s foreign
minister told journalists last week. Thailand
hopes to use the Bali process to resolve
the Rohingya issue. The ASEAN summit will
also discuss the matter later this month,
according to Thailand’s Prime Minister,
Abhsit Vejjajiva, who is hosting the ASEAN
meeting.

These Burmese refugees are
members of the ethnic Rohingya Muslim
minority, who l ive in northern Arakan state,
in western Burma bordering Bangladesh.
They have fled social and religious
persecution by the Burmese military
authorities there. Most human rights
activists believe that the abuses committed
by the junta in the Muslim-dominated
areas of western Burma are worse than
anywhere else in the country.

“Burma’s Rohingya minority is subject
to systematic persecution – they are
effectively denied citizenship, they have
their land confiscated, and many are
regularly forced to work on government
projects,” Benjamin Zawacki, Amnesty
International’s Burma researcher told
Mizzima. “The regime creates conditions
and circumstances that make it clear to
the Rohingyas that they are not wanted or
welcome in the country; so it’s no surprise
that they try to flee the country by the
thousands,” he added.

During his mission to Burma last
August, Mr. Quintana suggested to Burma’
ruling junta that they should implement
four key human rights elements before the
national elections which are scheduled to
held in 2010. These include legislative
reforms to ensure human rights protection,
the progressive release of political
prisoners, the independence for the
judiciary and training on human rights for

the army.
But it is the issue of political prisoners

that is certain to be the key issue on this
visit. The UK-based human rights group,
Amnesty International says the number of
political prisoners doubled last year to over
2,100. The opposition National League for
Democracy (NLD) has begun a renewed
campaign for the release of all political
prisoners. Last week the NLD launched a
petition calling on the country’s military
rulers to free all political prisoners,
including the group’s leader, Aung San Suu
Kyi who has spent more than 13 of the
last 20 years under house arrest.

The signature campaign is aimed at
showing the government and the world
that Burma’s people support freedom for
all political dissidents, the NLD spokesman,
Nyan Win told Mizzima.  These signatures
will be collected from all over Burma,
despite restrictions on political activity by
the country’s military rulers, he added.

“The release of political prisoners is
by far the most important issue for Burma
at the moment,” according to the Burmese
dissident and democracy campaigner, Aung
Din, now living in exile in the United States.
“How can there be free and fair elections
if most of the opposition politicians are
behind bars,” he added.

Mr. Quintana is also expected to be
pre-occupied with this issue during this
visit. He hopes to see some of the key
political prisoners, including the student
leaders Min Ko Naing and Ko Ko Gyi.

But he will also be seeking clarification
of Aung San Suu Kyi’s legal position.
Lawyers for the opposition leader insist that
under the country’s draconian security
regulations Aung San Suu Kyi can only be
held for a maximum of six years. This
should run out at the end of May — but as
the opposition leader was held in prison
immediately after her arrest in 2003 and
was allowed to have a hysterectomy before
being returned to house arrest – the
regime believes October is the date her
detention started.

Most analyst and diplomats in Rangoon
believe there is no way she will be released
anytime this year. The regime does not
want senior opposition figures to compete
in the elections planned for next year,
though they would like a token contest to
prove the elections are free and fair. The
Constitution already bars Aung San Suu
Kyi from standing, as she was married to
a foreigner – the renowned British
academic and Tibet scholar Michael Aris.

If the regime feels it has effectively
sewn up the elections – it may be tempted
to release political prisoners in the lead-

up to the elections, including Aung San Suu
Kyi. This may then encourage the NLD to
field candidates, at the last moment, but
with the odd stacked against them.

No matter what the regime may be
thinking, political prisoners and a genuine
dialogue between the military and pro-
democracy leader are the key issues that
are going to dog them in the international
arena, as well as at ASEAN. The regime
knows this only too well, and over the last
few months have been conducting a
diplomatic charm offensive. Three weeks
ago, Ibrahim Gambari, the UN special
adviser to the UN secretary general, Ban
Ki-moon made another unsuccessful foray
into Burma’s political mine-field. The UN’s
chief for refugees, that UN High
Commissioner for Refugees, Antonio
Guiterrez is also expected to visit Burma
in the next few weeks.

Mr. Quintana had been hoping to come
earlier than the current visit, but his trip
was put off several times, according to UN
officials. The authorities were suggesting
March, but the envoy insisted that it had
to be this month – and that in the last two
weeks of February he would be gathering
information for his human rights report in
the region, irrespective of whether he was
give permission to visit Burma. That was
enough to make the junta relent and allow
him in – their charm offensive would
certainly have been deflected if they
refused to receive him.

But most analysts and activists are
understandably pessimistic that the UN
envoy will emerge from this visit with any
concrete results.

“We have seen it all before, the regime
allows high-profile UN visits to help deflect
international attention and pressure from
them,” the f ormer political prisoner and
spokesman for the Burmese government
in exile, Zin Linn told Mizzima. “They come,
they talk and they leave, and nothing really
changes.”

Just in case anyone is under any
illusion that these UN visits lead to an
improvement in the human rights situation
in Burma or helps political dialogue, the
regime showed its true colours on the eve
of the envoy’s visit – by extending the
house arrest of the NLD’s deputy chairman
of the NLD, U Tin Oo for another year and
sentencing two other party activists, Nyipu
and Tin Min Htut to 15 years in jail on three
offences, including the electronic act –
which means breaking the regime’s ban
on unauthorised use of computers. More
important ly, their la wyers were denied
access to the court during their trial.
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Phyusin Linn

 - Hundred years ago, Phar Kant used
to be a very quiet city nestled among the
forests in northern Burma before someone
found the great treasure lying beneath it.

Now Phar Kant is one of the most
important and dynamic cities in the
country’s economic landscape. It is one of
a few major places on earth that produce
green gems – jade. Phar Kant always is a
popular place in international gems market
for its quality jade.

British people were noted to be the
first explorers who started massively
taking the green stones out in Phar Kant.
Since then, that small city never had a
chance to rest peacefully again. Since the
country’s independence in 1948,
governments and rebels always had been
trying to get control over it for their budget
supports. During the socialist era, it was
one of a few financial sources that allowed
the government in Rangoon to keep
marching on their dream road of so called
Burmese way to socialism.  But Phar Kant
never forgot to support native Kachin ethnic
rebels fighting for self-determination with
its green treasure. Civil war in northern
Burma was fuelled by Phar Kant for
decades. It is a place where one can see
both sides of Burmese Army officials and
ethnic rebels digging stones out in the same
place.

It is 100 miles north-west of Myitkyina,
capital of Kachin State and is under control
of Burma Armed Forces’ Northern
Command. It always is a place where every
Commander who was appointed as the
commander of Northern Command never
missed to put their one eye on.

Nation wide uprising calling for multi
party democratic system in 1988’s changed
the nation’s political and economical
features. Military government that
promised to hold a free and fair election
said that the country was opening its doors
for market economy. And the new
economic policy brought a new wave to
the places like Phar Kant. New investors
appeared and productivity was increased.

In early 1990s, government in
Rangoon achieved a cease fire with Kachin
rebels. And Kachin leaders into a new
newly cease fire were meant to be
accommodated in region’s new economy
with prosperous incentives. The military
government strategically accommodated
the Kachin rebels by giving plots in Phar
Kant. Kachin rebels who once were well
known for their guerrilla tactics have
become businessmen. Since then Burma
Army and Kachin rebels have been digging
the soil together in Phar Kant.

But they are not alone in Phar Kant
but many groups out of a total 18 cease
fired groups in the nation are involved in
the jade industry.

China’s economic miracle was
escalating the production speed in Phar
Kant and the buyers from China’s Yunnan
Province were behind everyone who was
running business in Phar Kant. Appetites
of Chinese people who always believe that
those green stones bring good luck are met
by Phar Kant’s support. Phar Kant’s stones
go not only to the people in mainland China
but to Taiwan and Chinese Diaspora across
the world via mer chants in Yunnan. The
more people want to decorate themselves
with the jades, the more diggers Phar Kant
receive orders. The environment in the
region has changed.

Miners sliced the mountains and the
lakes became plain fields. Trees were
removed from the ground and forests
were swept away. Since every acre in the

region could be having gems beneath,
every piece of land becomes precious.
Government issues the license to the
companies at 40 million Kyat per acre and
anyone who wants to mine the jade has
to buy the licence from the licence holder
at 150 million Kyat per acre. Cronies who
got the license from the government easily
earn big profit by selling their licence back
to others without doing anything.

Whenever authorit ies and the
companies have no place left to start a new
site, villages were moved from their place
where they had been living for generations.
Those villages can stay in near by areas
until they are asked again to move to

Green Vs green: Jade Industry threatens environment

another place.
U-Ru Creek has been flowing through

Phar Kant for centuries. Until early 1990s,
U-Ru was a clean and a green creek, said
a man who migrated to Phar Kant 15 years
ago. Its water was clear as crystal and
even the fish under the water could be
seen. And the environment also was still
green with trees, he continued.

But now the classic creek has been
threatened by miners. (As shown in the
pictures) Miners impatiently are trying to
block the Wai Khar Creek that flows into
the U-Ru Creek since they want to have a
short cut road between the mining site and
the city. Since the water way is cut, water

could not flow naturally and flood spread
to the villages. The more the miners dig,
the more soil comes out and blocks both
of U-Ru and Wai Khar Creeks.

Seikmu Village in Phar Kant, along the
Wai Khar Creek was flooded and buried
deep under the mud. (As shown in the
pictures) Local people simply had to leave
their homeland without benefiting from the
jade industry.

Once one of the greenest regions has
become a plain field with a man made
landscape.

Phar Kant is the mayhem of a nature
where human beings are cutting the parts
of the earth with their knives.
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February 24  – Despite the authorities
banning the sale and transportation of
poultry and eggs following the outbreak of
the Newcastle disease in Prome, the sale
of banned items thrive in the black market.

With the ban lasting nearly two
months, the prices of poultry and eggs fell
to half and sale of the products began in
the black market.

“The poultry products are not being
sold in the market openly. But we can buy
them if we want and its sale thrives. Most
of the buyers are from low income groups
of daily wage earners and odd job workers.
Earlier, they could not af ford to buy them.
The prices of poultry products fell to Kyat
200 per 10 ticals (5.76 oz) from Kyat 350-
400. The price of an egg is Kyat 80,” a
local resident said.

Poultry farm owners are transporting
chickens and eggs to Naypyitaw and
Rangoon markets on the sly to cover the
expenses incurred by daily chicken feed,
chicken meat shop owners and chicken
feed shop owners said.

In the Rangoon market, chicken can
fetch at least Kyat 4,000 per 1 viss (3.6
lbs) and an egg is Kyat 100.

The outbreak of avian flu was first

reported in Mandalay and Sagaing
Divisions, and then it was detected in Pegu,
Rangoon in the second round. Finally the
severe Newcastle disease (twisted neck
disease) outbreak was first reported in
Prome.

At least 9,000 chickens and quails have
been culled in poultry farms in Myothit,
Prome.

“The authorities instructed poultry
farm owners to cull all the birds in the farms
including meat chicken. Only some egg
chicken farms in Prome town area were
spared culling. Now the culling drive has
been extended to rural area in Prome.
Over 9.000 chickens and quails have been
culled in town areas alone, excluding the
numbers culled in rural areas,” a staf f f rom
a chicken feed shop said.

During the outbreak of the diseases,
MRC Company owned poultry farms in
Nyaung Nha Pin, outskirt of Rangoon which
had 20,000 chickens was burnt down in a
bushfire, an Animal Husbandry Department
announcement said.

The Animal Husbandry Department is
planning to move all poultry farms in
Pyinmana, Naypyidaw areas to outside the
town areas by the last week of this month.

Chicken sells in black market in Prome

Salai Pi Pi

February 20 - With the Burmese
military junta’s profound objection to the
celebration of Chin National Day, ethnic Chin
in Rangoon are albeit being forced to mark
the day under different banners, organisers
said.

 On Friday, Chin people in Rangoon,
celebrated the 61st anniversary of Chin
Nation Day under the banner of ‘Fresher
Welcome’ of University students.

 “We requested the local authorities
in the township and district levels in
Rangoon but they rejected our request to
allow us to hold the Chin National Day
celebration,” an organizer said.

 “So, we had no choice but to celebrate
our national day under a different name.”

 But in Hakha, capital of Chin State,
authorities forced Chin community leaders
to observe the Day as ‘Chin State Day’, a
local resident said.

 “Actually, we prefer to use the actual
name ‘Chin National Day’. But the
authorities do not allow us to do so. So
we have no choice,” she added.

 Chin National Day was adopted at the
first Chin National Conference held on
February 20, 1948 in Falam town in Chin
state. During the conference, Chin leaders
agreed to abolish the use of the
chieftainship system of administration and
agreed to form a democratic system of
governance.

 However, the Chin National Day was

later renamed as the Chin State Day during
the rule of the Burma Social Programme
Party (BSPP) regime led General Ne Win,
who assumed power in a military coup in
1962.

 Salai Kipp Kho Lian, a Germany based
Chin activist, alleged that changing the
Chin National Day into Chin State Day is
part of the junta’s nationalization policy to
eradicate the identity of ethnic minorities
in Burma.

 Kipp said it was on January 3, 1974
that the Burmese regime declared the Chin
Special Division into Chin State so February
20 cannot be in anyway observed as Chin
State Day.

 “It does not make any sense to change
Chin National Day into Chin State Day,” Kipp
said.

 “It is apart of the Burmese regime’s
Burmanization campaign to eliminate
ethnic groups,” Kipp alleged.

 But he said, “The more they [the
regime] oppress us, the more we become
active to promote our national identi ty.”

 On Friday, Chin people around the
world including New Delhi, Denmark, and
Malaysia marked the Chin National Day.

 In New Delhi, more than 1000 Chin
communities gathered in the western
region of the city to celebrate the Chin
National Day, where they performed
traditional dances and sang folk songs to
depict the culture of various ethnic groups
among the Chin community.

Chin National Day turns into State's
Day celebration in Burma

Nem Davies

March 3 – Cyclone Nargis victims in
Labutta Township, I rrawaddy Division
badly need potable water, a relief team said
today that.

The villagers of 35 villages in the
township are facing acute water crisis.
They came to those into relief work and
asked for water, a Thai based ‘Emergency
Assistance Team-Burma’ (EAT-Burma)
said.

“These villagers want emergency
water supply. The villagers are having to
come to town and buy bot tled water. They
came and told us of their pl ight,” EAT-Burma
Secretary Man Mann said.

At least 80,000 people died in the
devastating cyclone in May 2008 and most
of the ponds and reservoirs became
unusable after being inundated by sea
water. Water shortage followed as a result.

A local villager said that even the
unaffected ponds and reservoirs have dried
up in this hot season. The limited number
of existing ponds and reservoirs cannot
provide water to all of them, the villager
said.

“In some villages, the ponds are too
small. The villagers from other villages
come and fetch water from these ponds.
Some villages accept them and some don’t.
So they have quarrels. The river water will
be more salty starting next month. Then it
will be not usable for either bathing or
potable water,” he added.

Due to water shortage, most of the
villagers have to go to town to buy w ater.
The water sellers are selling from water
carts at Kyat 300 for a 5-gallon can. The
price has now risen to Kyat 500.

EAT-Burma expects that the w ater
crisis will be more severe in the dry season
from mid-February to mid-May.

Similarly a villager from Ohnbin village,
Dadeey Township said that they would f ace
water shortage before monsoon though
some ponds and reservoirs still have some
water.

“We are not facing water shortage right
now in our area because our ponds and
reservoirs are still having some water. But
I think it will not last long until monsoon.
These ponds will dry up soon,” he said.

In Betut village, an hour’s boat ride
from Labutta, the villagers are also facing
water shortage though the local authorities
are supplying potable water to villages in
local areas with a water purifier machine.

“The supply teams are trying to provide
water to us. But their supply cannot meet
our demand”, a local resident in Labutta
said.

EAT-Burma said that the vi llagers in
cyclone-hit areas will face outbreak of
water borne diseases such as diarrhea and
food shortage within two months unless
this potable water shortage crisis can be
handled properly.

Thus the villagers will probably migrate
to town en masse, a volunteer of relief
operations said.

“The water crisis in these villages is
very severe. They might migrate to the
town as refugees again later because the
capacity of the relief operations cannot
meet the huge demand irrespective of their
great efforts,” he said.

The devastating cyclone Nargis which
lashed Rangoon and Irrawaddy Division on
May 2 and 3 last year left nearly 140,000
dead or missing and many homeless.

Cyclone Nargis victims badly need
potable water

Aye Aye Win mizzima

Phanida

March 4 – The local Burmese military
junta authorities arrested nine persons in
Zaythit Ward, Twante, Rangoon Division at
about 1 a.m. yesterday for allegedly not
registering overnight guests.

The Ward Peace and Development
Council (PDC) Chairman, hundred-
household headmen, police, immigration,
fire fighters and beat constables came and
arrested ‘Miba Metta’ fishery exchange
owner Khin Zaw and his employees Aung
Ko Latt, Htwe Hla, Naing Lin, Than Myint,
Zaw Myo Latt, Kyaw Thu Lynn, Tint Tint
Hla and her baby.

Khin Zaw is known by local residents
as the person who joined hands with the
‘National League for Democracy’ (NLD)
party members in exposing corruption and
bribery cases of local authorities. Last
month he also signed for the signature
campaign launched for the release of NLD
leaders Aung San Suu Kyi and Tin Oo.

“All of them had r egistered in the
guest register. But they wer e arrested at
about 1 o’clock yesterday and sent to police
custody. A total of eight persons, work ers,
a mother and her infant were arrested.
They did not get bai l yesterday”, Township
NLD Organizing Committee Joint-Secretary
Zaw Min Tun said.

The workers hail from Obo East, Obo
West, Kunchan Ward, Mya Koe village in
Twante Township and Zwekapin village in
Maubin Township. All of them ar e still in
township police custody.

“According to the Towns Act, people

living in the same township do not need to
register as guests. Only the people from
other townships need to register in the
guest register as stipulated by the Act.
However, all of them wer e registered
according to the law by ‘Miba Metta’ fishery
exchange. But they were arrested contrary
to the law,” Zaw Min Tun said.

“They were registered with Twante
Police Special Branch (SB), Township
Police Officer, Township Peace and
Development Council (TPDC) Chairman,
Beat Constable and Sub-Inspector of Police
Aung Naing Oo too. We have records that
all of them signed,” he added.

It is learnt that Ward PDC Chairman
Than Oo will file a case against all of them
because of non-performance of guest
registration at Twante Township court. The
Township NLD Chairman and advocate Kyin
Toe are acting as defence lawyers in this
case.

Similarly at midnight on February 27,
Ward PDC Chairman Than Oo and his
colleagues accompanied by two police
personnel came and searched the NLD
members’ homes on the pretext of
inspecting overnight guests staying there.
Then Khin Zaw filed a case of trespassing
of the premises by the police, but the
Station House Officer refused to register
the case.

Mizzima contacted Twante Police
Station to verify the case and for more
details. An official at the police station
confirmed the arrests of the people but
refused to give details as he was not
authorized to talk about the case, he said.
He hung up.

Whistle blower on corruption framed
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February 25 – Rangoon-based
‘Ecovision’ reporter Eint Khaing Oo, who
was arrested and sentenced to two years
of imprisonment for reporting on victims
of Cyclone Nargis, was honoured with the
first ‘Kenji Nagai Award’ on February 21.

At the award giving ceremony held at
the Sixth ‘Burma Media Conference, in
Thailand’s Chiang Mai, organisers said, the
award was named after a Japanese
journalist, who was killed while covering
on the September 2007 protests in
Rangoon.

The Award, which is co-sponsored by
the APF, for which Nagai worked for, and
the Burma Media Association (BMA), will
be given every year to outstanding
Burmese journalists, who proves their
courage in reporting from Burma under the
strict surveillance of its military rulers,
organisers said.

“In fact, there are many professional,
seasoned and veteran journalists in
Burma. And also there are many more
journalists, who are serving their lengthy
jail terms in Burma. But, we choose Eint
Khaing Oo because she was arrested while
conducting her journalistic work in
covering the news,” said Maung Maung
Myint, President of BMA.

He said, the BMA had tried to contact
Eint Khaing Oo’s family to accept the prize,
but were not able to get through, for which
they have chosen her close friend, Suu Mon
aye, who is also a reporter for the Burmese
Service of ‘Radio Free Asia’ (RFA) to
accept the award on her behalf.

Suu Mon Aye said, “I feel proud for
her [Eint Khaing Oo] for being recognized
through her work by this foreign news
agency. But at the same time, I f eel sorry
for her too.”

“I couldn’ t help thinking of her , while I
was accepting this award on her behalf at
the ceremony. I w as thinking of her situation
inside the prison. At the time of the
ceremony, it is afternoon, so i t might be
meal time in the prison and she might be

having her lunch inside the prison. Or,
maybe she was having a bath or cleaning
her toilet pot. She may or may not know
that she is being given this prize. So, I feel
extremely sorry for her,” she added.

The Award, which contains a cash
prize of USD 1,000, would be sent to her
family, Suu Mon Aye said.

Nagai was killed by the Burmese Army
on streets of Rangoon while video-shooting
on the protests during the so-called
‘Saffron Revolution’. I n memory of the
deceased Japanese Photojournalist, a
documentary film of his life was shown at
the conference.

Maung Maung Myint said the BMA will
maintain the tradition of giving the award
in the future to reporters, who risked their
freedom or are struggling for the freedom
of press and are arrested while conducting
their journalistic work, at the BMA annual
conference.

Burma Media Conference is the
meeting place and discussion forum of
Burmese Media professionals including
journalists, writers, poets and bloggers
both inside and outside of Burma. Started
since 2003, the conference was the sixth
Burma Media Conference.

The BMA is a group with over 150
members that include Burmese journalists,
writers, poets and bloggers both inside and
outside of Burma.

During the sixth BMC, held from
February 21-23, participants discussed on
problems faced by Burmese News agencies
including cyber attacks launched on their
websites. Other agendas include
discussions and suggestions on the need
for Burmese journalist to prepare for the
upcoming junta’s 2010 general elections,
and the need for the use of a common
Burmese internet font - Myanmar Unicode.

The conference was also graced with
video messages from veteran journalists
from inside Burma – Ludu Sein Win, Win
Tin, and Dagon Taya.

Jailed Burmese journalist honoured
with ‘Kenji Nagai Award’ Phanida

February 17  – Pegu Division
members of the ‘National League for
Democracy’ (NLD), began their ‘Free Daw
Aung San Suu Kyi’ signature campaign for
their leader from the 14th of this month.

 The youth wing of the NLD party
collected signatures from the people in
eastern Pegu Division, Daik Oo, Kawa,
Thanatpin, Waw and Thayawadi in western
Pegu Division.

 “Our youth leaders collected
signatures from the common people. The
people are interested in this campaign. But,
some people did not dare to give their
signatures out of fear and they were also
unaware that they could participate in such
campaigns at their own free will as their
right,” Pegu Division NLD Organizing
Committee member Daw Khin Nyunt Mu
told Mizzima.

 However, people from all walks of life
including workers, cycle rickshaw pullers,
doctors and lawyers added their signatures
in this campaign.

 She said that this was a public
awareness campaign among the people on
political prisoners, who are languishing in
jails for their political conscience.

 Similarly, the NLD party members held
prayer meetings this morning in Pegu and
Thedaw vi llage, Meiktila Township in
Mandalay Division, for the freedom of all
political prisoners including Daw Aung San
Suu Kyi.

 “They offered floral and oil lamps at
the southeast corner of Shwemawdaw
pagoda platform in Pegu and said prayers
at 6 o’clock this morning. Then we offered
alms to 30 invited monks at 8 a.m,” she
said.

 Similar alms food offering ceremonies
were held in Meiktila, they offered alms to
130 monks, Meiktila Township NLD
Secretary Daw Myint Myint Aye said.

 Moreover, the people f rom Meiktila
sent a letter signed by them to Snr. Gen.
Than Shwe by post yesterday asking him
to provide 24 hours a day uninterrupted
power and water supply in Meiktila.

 “We sent a letter signed by over 500
people to Naypyitaw (new jungle capital)

by post demanding full supply of water and
electricity in Meiktila. This movement can
be joined by all those who signed in this
petition let ter boldly. We could collect 513
signatures for this let ter,” she said.

 The letter says, in Meiktila, electricity
is supplied by 6 hourly load shedding to 13
wards in Meiktila city by dividing the whole
city to A, B & C. But the power supply is
never available even for this 6 hourly period
and also the people rely on tube wells in
the city, though the big Meiktiala r eservoir
is seen in the city.

 This letter was copied by copier
machines and these copies were sent to
local authorities of the District Peace and
Development Council (PDC), Township
PDC, District and Township Electrical
Engineers Offices, Mandalay Division and
Township City Development Committees
(municipal bodies).

 “In Kyigon ward, electricity is
available once in every 10 days. But this
ward has not been provided power for
over one month now. In Thirimingalar
ward, power is available once in every four
days. It got power on 7th for the last time
and since then, the area was blacked out.
It should not be like that. The water supply
should be available regularly in this
technologically advanced age. We can say
such unavailability of water and power in
our city has been continuing for over a
decade,” she said.

 During this campaign, ten-household-
headmen from Aung Zeya Ward
summoned the people, who had signed on
the petition letter and warned them not to
sign such a letter in future.

 A similar campaign was launched in
Chauk, Magwe Division by NLD party
members and the local authorities collected
signatures citing non-involvement in this
campaign to counter the people’s
campaign, a local resident from Chauk told
Mizzima.

 A local resident said that they had
already got over 800 signatures in this
campaign and expected to get at least
10,000 more signatures. The letter signed
by the people will be sent to the authorities
on the 25th of this month, the local resident
added.

Nem Davies

February 23 – The prize giving
ceremony of the ‘Tawphayalay Aung Zay
Memorial’ literary prize was cancelled as
the Burmese junta authorities did not give
permission for the ceremony.

The ceremony was planned for
tomorrow at a hotel in Kyauktada
Township, Rangoon Division. But the local
authori t ies, Township Peace and
Development Council (TPDC), didn’t give
permission for the ceremony and it had to
be canceled.

“The hotel asked for official permission
for the ceremony from us. They said that
we need to bring an official permission
from the Press Scrutiny Board (Censor
Board) unless the host is the official Literary
Organization. We need this permission,
they said. But they didn’t give any other
reason,” Daw Davies Thant Zin, daughter
of late Tawphayalay, told Mizzima.

“We haven’t ever asked for such
permission. We have had to change the
venue as we didn’t get permission. All the
invitations have already been sent out”, she
added.

The ceremony was held at Thamada
(President) Hotel last year without any
permission. No similar literary ceremonies

have been asked for such permission by
the authori ties earlier, it is learnt.

The literary circle said that the ban on
holding the prize giving ceremony in the
pretext of a permission being required
might be due to the translated-book
releasing ceremony held in January this
year which was attended by ‘National
League for Democracy’ (NLD) part leader
U Win Tin who served a long prison term.

The host of this ‘Tawphayalay Memorial
Literary Prize’ ceremony invited over 100
persons from the media and literary circles
including U Win Tin.

The ‘Tawphayalay Memorial Literary
Prize’ has been given annually since 2007.

This year, two priz es for Selected
Short Stories category and Magazine
category with a prize money of Kyat
100,000 each will be awarded.

The royal blood Tawphalay is the great
grandson of the last Burmese King Thibaw
and Queen Su Phaya Latt. He was born to
the fourth princess, the granddaughter of
King Thibaw, and fourth among his siblings.

He wrote some historical books
including ‘The new generation loved by
people’, ‘Ngamauk Ruby in London’ and
‘From Yadanbon to Ratnagiri’.

He died on 18 June 2006.

Tawphayalay literary prize giving
ceremony venue changed

‘Free Daw Suu Kyi’ campaign spreads

March 7 – Starting from beginning of
June, the Press Scrutiny and Registration
Board will digitize its works of censorship
on journals, according to the official of this
department.

Currently the editors and publishers of
print media have to submit the draft copy
of their publications in hard copies to
censor board assessors. Now this will be
changed to digital format by presenting soft
copy stored in either CD or memory stick.

This new system will be first introduced
to weekly journals and later be expanded
to other print media of monthly magazines
and books, one of the assessors working
on news journals from this department
said.

In this new system, the weekly
journals must bring the soft copy of their
draft publications in either CD or memory
stick to Censor Board. Then the Censor
Board will view these draft copies and
layouts on their computers connected by
LAN network and edit them.

In the first stage, the edited draft
copies and layouts will be sent back to the
journals concerned by printed copies. Later
these draft copies will be sent back to the
media concerned by email and vice versa,
this assessor said.

A staff from this department said that
the computers have been connected by

network connection and the trial run was
undergoing.

But the media circle in Burma sees this
new system as impractical as the internet
speed in Burma is too slow to download
an upload these files.

But an official from this department
said that the current system of submitting
two third of the total pages be submitted
one week before the publication date the
rest be submitted 2-3 days before the
publication date will remain unchanged.

This notorious censor board popularly
known in Burma as Press Kempatai named
after the Japanese military intelligence
service during the Japanese occupation in
WW II, not only edited and deleted the
pictures, illustrations and texts of the
publications submitted to them for
censorship, but also they asked ‘no
objection’ recommendations from the
Ministries and Departments concerned for
the news and articles written on them.
Moreover they inserted some texts and
paragraphs written by themselves in these
publications.

An editor who usually deals with the
censor board viewed this new system of
editing and censoring on computers
connected by network by the censor board
staff will create more manipulations in
censorship by rewriting the news and
articles as they wished.

Censor Board will digitize censorship
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February 16 – Famous
comedian and film director
Zargana’s prison term was
commuted by 24 years by the
Rangoon Division court on
February 13.

Now Zargana, who is serving
time in Myitkyina prison, Kachin
State will have to serve the
remaining 35 years.

“His lawyers came home on
their way back from the court and
said that some of his prison term
has been commuted on February
13,” his mother Kyi Oo told
Mizzima.

The commuting of his prison
term came a day before the UN

Human Rights envoy Tomas Ojea
Quintana’s visit to Burma which
starting on Saturday.

“I was not shocked when my
son was meted out such a harsh
prison sentence, thinking that they
did it by exercising undue power
in their hands. Now I am not
happy when I hear of such
commutation of his prison
sentence”, Kyi Oo said.

“They (authority) might have
commuted the prison sentence
after realizing it is too harsh,” his
defence lawyer Zaw Lin said.

He was handed out a total of
45 years charged with 3 cases of
disaffection to the State and
Government under the Video Law.
Now the court commuted 8 years

in each case totaling 24 years.
His family members said that

they would appeal against the
remaining 35 years sentence at
the Supreme Court in the coming
weeks.

The court inside the Insein
prison sentenced him to a total
of 45 years on 21 November 2008
in three cases under the
Electronic Law. And then the
Rangoon Western District Court
charged him in five cases for
committing crimes against public
tranquility and Video Law and
sentenced him to total of 13 years.
So the grand total of his prison
sentence became 59 years.

Zargana’s prison term reduced by 24 years

February 20 - Burma has
announced it will release 6313
prisoners on Saturday, f rom
prisons across the country, state
television and radio reported on
Friday.

The announcement,
however, did not mention whether
political prisoners would be
included among those released.
Burma’s rul ing junta has
persistently denied the presence
of political prisoners in the
country.

The announcement came a
day after UN human rights expert
Tomas Ojea Quintana wound up
a six-day visit to Burma on
Thursday.

A journalist in Rangoon told
Mizzima, “It could be a move by
the ruling junta to save face after
Quintana visited the country.”

But he added that it was
unlikely that political prisoners
would be included among those
freed. “Most of those released
would probably be criminals and
robbers,” he added.

But sadly, despite the
announcement both on television
and radio, people remain
unaware of the overwhelming
nature of the news as they could

not tune in to their TV sets due to
electricity failure.

“I heard it from a friend but I
cannot watch TV, because there
is no electricity,” a Rangoon-
based correspondent said.

Meanwhile, a court in
Rangoon on Thursday reduced 8
and half years of the
imprisonment term of blogger
Nay Phone Latt, leaving him to
serve 12 years. Aye Aye Than,
mother of Nay Phone Latt told
Mizzima, “The Yangon [Rangoon]
Divisional Court today announced
that 8 and a half years have been
reduced from my son’s

imprisonment term.”
Nay Phone Latt, who was

arrested on January 2008, was
sentenced to a total of 20 and half
years under various counts
including the Electronic Act and
Video Act.

Nay Phone Latt is the fourth
political prisoner, whose sentence
has been reduced since last week,
just before the UN human rights
expert paid a second visit to
Burma.

Other political prisoners
include, popular comedian
Zargarnar, Kay Thi Aung and Wai
Myo Htoo.

Junta announces release of over 6000
prisoners

March 3 – The military establishment in Burma has arrested at
least five people since January in connection with an international
drug trade.

The arrests came in the wake of raids conducted in Rangoon’s
upper class residential quarters, following the narcotics drug control
police seizing 83 blocks of heroin from containers in a ship that was
bound for Singapore on January 25.

Police seized the heroin packets kept inside timber in three
containers owned by Jewellery Luck Company, on a Singaporean-
flagged ship ‘Kota Tegap’ bound for Singapore from Asia World port
in Ahlone Township of the largest business city.

The port is owned by Tun Myint Naing, son of a former drug
kingpin Lo Hsing Han, who the US treasury Department has blacklisted.

Following the raid in Rangoon port, police continued to carry out
searches in FMI city in Hlaingtharyar township and seized another
320 blocks of heroin, the source said.

The police had arrested Kyaw Sein, possibly a big boss of the JLC
Co. Ltd. along with his brother-in-law Shwee Ann and company’s
exports in-charge Win Nyunt, and three other Chinese including one
woman. They were charged under the illicit drug control acts.

However, the source said, Kyaw Sein, reportedly a Kokant ethnic
was only detained for a brief period of about a week and was released.

“He was released after he spent about a week in police custody.
All charges against him have been dropped,” the sour ce added.

However, the rest continued to be detained and were interrogated
to reveal the drug racket, in which they are suspected to be involved.

Some of them were detained previously at the Drug Elimination
Museum of Kyundaw Road and Hanthawady Road in Kamayut
Township but later moved to an unknown location.

But another suspected Chinese, known as Mr. Shell, reportedly
escaped to the ethnic Wa controlled territory in Shan state, according
to police.

The initial interrogations were conducted by the Special Branch
Police and the central Intelligence Department including a woman in-
charge Yi Yi, said the source, who is also close to Jewellery Luck
Company.

Following the interrogations, the accused revealed that the heroin
was brought from Pinlong areas in Shan state in eastern Burma and
was transported by a truck to Rangoon transiting Shan state’s capital
Taunggyi.

The heroin was carried in a hidden hollow space under the truck
and the driver was reportedly paid 13 million Kyat, according to
preliminary investigations by the police, the source said.

Win Nyunt supplied timber planks in Rangoon’s upscale residential
areas and the suspected Chinese men packed the heroin blocks with
mica sheets, newspapers and polyethylene plastics, the investigation
reveals.

It is estimated that the sized drug would be worth US dollar 100
million.

The source said, the Burmese police were tip-off by an international
drug agency that heroin was being kept in wooden planks and were
being exported to Taiwan along with the names of suspected
distributors, the name of the ship and the scheduled date of the ship’s
departure from the port in Rangoon.

Following the tip-of f, the Burmese Navy ordered the suspected
ship to stop and ordered it to turn back to the Asia World terminal
port.

In total 180 kilograms of heroin was seized.
However, the source said, there are doubts behind the release of

Kyaw Sein because during the interrogation, Jewellery Luck Company’s
General Manager (GM) Taung Htaik Min was seen closely associating
with military leaders.

“He [Taung Htaik Min] was seen at the wedding ceremony of the
Burmese Prime Minister Gen Thein Sein’s daughter,” the source said.

Sources in Naypyitaw said, several businessmen close to the junta
had given gifts to Thein Sein’s daughter Yin Thuzar and her husband
Captain Han Win Aung at the ceremony held in a government guest
house in Naypyitaw in late January.

Moreover, during the Chinese New Year, on 26 February, Kyaw

Five arrested in crack-down
on heroin racket
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Sein reportedly presented 14
high-ranking Burmese military
officers with watches worth 10
million Kyats each as New Year
gifts, sources added.

The Jewellery Luck Company
Limited was set up in 1999 and is
into Hotels, Karaoke lounges,
Massage parlours and Disco
Clubs in Rangoon. After 2004,
Jewellery Luck began an export

and import business of timber and
other hard woods.

Aik Hawk a.k.a Hsiao Haw, an
ethnic Wa businessman and son-
in-law of Bao Youxiang, Chairman
of the United Wa State Army is
also a co-founder of Jewellery
Luck Company and he left the
company in late 2004, an insider
said.

Jewellery Luck Company has
its head office at the Olympic

Hotel, which is also believed to
be owned by Kyaw Sein, in
downtown Rangoon.

The company is also known
to pay its staff high salary at about
5 to 10 million kyat per month for
a General Manager, and maintains
a sound relationship with the
military generals, the source
added.

(Salai Pi Pi added the
additional information)


