
Supporters and party members of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi wait outside the Insein prison, while she
was being tried at a special court in the prison precincts. Photo – Mizzima. At least 500 people had
assembled around Insein Bazaar.
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May 26 -On Tuesday
afternoon, opposition leader Aung
San Suu Kyi gave her testimony
to the special court in Insein
prison. Below is a summary:

Aung San Suu Kyi testified
that she had lived with party
members Daw Khin Khin Win and
Win Ma Ma and gave a brief
explanation of her house arrest.
She testified on how she came to
know that the American citizen
John William Yettaw had arrived
at her residence and that because
of his pleading had agreed to
allow him to stay for a while and
that she also spoke to him.

But she said she does not
know whether Mr. Yettaw had
deliberately left some materials
at her home, and that she had
thought that Yettaw had left the
house by May 5, between 11:45
p.m. and mid-night (local time).

She said she saw Yettaw
heading towards the lake but since
it was dark she could not see
where he had gone.

Moreover she also said that
she had not seen any security
guards inside her compound when
Yettaw arrived and when he left
the house. She said, that she was
not aware of Yettaw taking
pictures of her house. This she
only came to know  in court.

Summary of Aung San Suu Kyi’s
testimony

May Kyaw

May 15  – Aung San Suu Kyi,
who was transferred to Insein
prison from house arrest to face
trial on charges  framed by the
Burmese junta said through her
lawyer today that she did not
commit any crime.

Aung San Suu Kyi said to this
to her lawyer Kyi Win when she
was produced before the

Rangoon West District Court
inside the Insein prison.

“I didn’ t commit any crime,”
her lawyer Kyi Win quoted her as
saying to Mizzima

“She didn’t say these words
off hand. She has already read the
charge sheet filed against her and
knew well under which section the
charge was framed,” he added.

Aung San Suu Kyi was
produced before the Rangoon

West District Court inside Insein
prison today along with her two
live-in companions who take care
of her, Khin Khin Win and her
daughter, and US citizen John
William Yeattaw who intruded into
her residence.

“The case No. is 47/2009. All
four of them were produced
before the court simultaneously,”
said Hla Myo Myint, assistant to
her lawyer Kyi Win.

‘I did not commit any crime’: Aung San
Suu Kyi

            Continued to Page 3 ÒÔ

May 26 -Burmese opposition
leader Daw Aung San Suu Kyi on
Tuesday looked a litt le weak, but
otherwise appeared fine. She
spoke to the audience before and
after today’s hearing but since her
voice was low the only words that
could be heard were reportedly,
“Thank you for your concern,” and
“I am happ y to see you.”

Diplomats and other invited
guests stood up as a sign of
respect as she entered the
courtroom, prompting security
personnel to remind them to sit
down.

The trial began at 1:05 p.m.
(local time) and concluded at 2:00
p.m. (local time). One of her
lawyers, Nyan Win, apparently
complained to the judges that he
had not had adequate
opportunities to meet with his
client. But his complaint drew no
reply from the judicial panel.

  As the proceeding began the
judge read out questions to Daw
Aung San Suu Kyi, who generally

answered in one or two
sentences.

She was first asked whether
she knew about the restriction
order on herself and her two live-
in aides, to which she answered
she only knew of the restrictions
on her.

When asked of whether she
knew about a November 30,
2008, incident in which American
John Yettaw reportedly made his
first visit to her house, she said
she had heard about it but did not
see him.

Asked of whether she knew
about his subsequent intrusion on
the night of May 3, 2009, she
replied she knew about it only in
the morning at around 5 a.m.
(local time), adding that it was
Khin Khin Win, one of her live-in
aides, who informed her.

Asked whether she knew
Yettaw prior to his visi t, Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi said she only learned
of him and his identity when he
was found in her home.

She was then asked whether
she reported to the police when
Yettaw left the pr emises on May
5 at about 11:45 p.m. She replied,
“No.”

Next asked whether she had
spoken to Yettaw, she responded,
“Yes.”

She was then questioned as
to whether she knew of Yettaw’s
return path following his visit. She
replied that she knew he headed
toward the lake but that since it
was dark she could not say for
sure what route he took.

The judge then asked
whether Yettaw had left i tems,
including a Mormon book, at her
home on purpose or had forgotten
them. She replied she did not
know whether he had forgotten
them or deliberately left them
behind.

She was then asked whether
she had provided food and
accommodation to Yettaw. She
said she had afforded him
temporary refuge.

Asked whether she knew
about Yettaw taking photos and
video, she replied that she only
knew of the photos and videos
when they were presented in the
court.

The judge then asked of the
situation of the security personnel
at her home. She replied that
there were no security guards
inside her compound, but did not
know the situation outside her
compound.

Aung San Suu Kyi and her
guests

Wearing a purple coloured
dress,  Daw Aung San Suu Kyi
arrived in court at about 12:55
p.m. (local time) on Tuesday.

As she walked in, her lawyer
Nyan Win handed her a note. She
then wore her spectacles and read
through it. After reading it, she
greeted diplomats, who had
come to hear her testimony in
court.

Foreign diplomats and other
invited guests stood up as a sign

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s cross-examination
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May 14  - British Prime Minister
Gordon Brown on Thursday said he is
“deeply concerned” that Burma’s detained
pro-democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi
may be charged with breaching her terms
of house arrest, and called on the ruling
junta to immediately r elease her.

In a statement released on Thursday,
May 14th, Gordon Brown said, “I am deeply
disturbed that Aung San Suu Kyi may be
charged with breaching the terms of her
detention.”

The British Prime Minister’s call came
as the Burmese government on Thursday
morning began the trial of Aung San Suu
Kyi, two live-in aides and an American who
allegedly swam across Inya Lake to gain
access to her compound.

The Nobel Prize Laureate was charged
under section 22 of the penal code,
pertaining to the protection of a criminal
with intent to disturb the stability of the
state, while her two assistants were
charged with abetting a criminal.

John William Yettaw, the American in
question, was apparently charged for
disturbing the stability of the state in
addition to charges leveled against him
under the Immigration and Rangoon
Municipal Acts.

Brown, in his statement, said the
junta’s decision to charge the Burmese
democracy icon clearly shows that they are
determined to extend her detention period,
which is set to expire on May 27th.

“The Burmese regime is clearly intent
on finding any pretext, no matter how
tenuous, to extend her unlawful detention,”
Brown said.

If found guilty under the charge, Aung
San Suu Kyi could be sentenced to a prison
term of three to five years, fined 5,000
kyats ($US 5) or incur both penalties.

The western district court in Insein
Prison on Thursday adjourned after a brief
hearing, scheduling the next hearing for
May 18th. After the court session, Aung
San Suu Kyi was not brought back to her
lakeside villa, instead being detained at a

separate building in the notorious Insein
Prison complex.

While the motives that pushed the
American man to pay a visit to Suu Kyi are
still unclear, members of the international
community along with Burmese opposition
groups have voiced the opinion that the
charge and trial are totally unjust, calling
for her immediate release.

Campaigners, including the UK-based
Burma campaign UK and Christian
Solidarity Worldwide (CSW), have urged
the United Nations and the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), of which
Burma is a member, to immediately send
an envoy to seek the release of Aung San
Suu Kyi.

“It is essential that the U .N., ASEAN
and key members of the international
community such as China and India act
immediately to secure her release and
safety, and the r elease of all  her
associates,” said Mervyn Thomas, CSW’s
Chief Executive, in a statement on
Thursday.

The European Union on Wednesday
also called on the Burmese government to
ensure the safety of Aung San Suu Kyi and,
following reports suggesting that her health
is deteriorating, to allow her medical
attention.

The E.U. referred to her detention as
a breach of international norms.

While members of the international
community have raised their voices against
the charges, Burmese residents of
Rangoon said they are outraged by the
conduct of John William Yettaw, as it has
brought “The Lady”, referring to Aung San
Suu Kyi, more trouble in addition to what
she must already endure on a daily basis.

An editor with a local weekly journal
in Rangoon told Mizzima on Thursday that
he clearly believes the incident to have
been masterminded by the junta and that
Yettaw would not ha ve gone to Aung San
Suu Kyi’s house of his own conscience.

“What would he [Yettaw] benefi t out
of this. I am really angry at what he has
done. All Burmese people are angry at
him,” the edi tor lamented.

Gordon Brown condemns junta for
charging Suu Kyi

May 22  – Burma’s Foreign Minister,
Nyan Win, has denied allegations that the
regime has framed its case against Aung
San Suu Kyi, arguing instead that it was
the synchronized foul play of the opposition
forces that has resulted in the current trial.

“We are trying to restore constructive
engagement with the outside world,
including the U.S., Japan and E.U. At this
crucial time, some opposition forces at
home and abroad might try to sabotage
and derail this work of constructive
engagement with the international
community with an intention of bringing
back international pressure on Myanmar
[Burma]. This [the situation surrounding
the trial] may be the synchronized foul play
of these elements,” the state-run New Light
of Myanmar reported today in citing the
Foreign Minister.

It was the junta’s f irst public
announcement denying allegations of
framing the case against Aung San Suu
Kyi with the intention of prolonging her
detention and barring her from contesting
the upcoming 2010 election.

Additionally, according to the paper,
Nyan Win and his Japanese counterpart,
Foreign Minister Hiro Fumi Nakasone,
talked over the phone on May 18th, the

first day of Aung San Suu Kyi’s court
hearing.

The paper reported that the Japanese
Foreign Minister expressed his worries
over Aung San Suu Kyi’s trial, saying he
was concerned over the successful holding
of the 2010 general election and the
negative effect on the junta’s image that
this case may have in the international
community.

“Though it is the judicial process of
Burma, we urge you to take into
consideration the opinions of the
international community and to take action
in a more appropriate way,” Nakasone
reportedly told Nyan Win according to the
state-run daily. “Moreover, it is a crucial
time for the transition to democracy in
Burma, so that this democratization
process should be made respectable to
the international communi ty too”.

Aung San Suu Kyi’s present term of
house arrest is set to expire on May 27th,
after six consecutive years of detention,
and cannot again be extended according
to existing Burmese law.

The New Light of Myanmar added that
Nyan Win gave his assurances that the trial
would be conducted within the framework
of the law.

Junta denies framing case against
Suu Kyi

Mungpi

May 25  - Pro-democracy leader Aung
San Suu Kyi on Tuesday will be produced
before the special court in Insein jail and
will be asked to give her testimony, in a
trial, where she has been charged for
breaching her detention law, her lawyer
said.

Nyan Win, one of the defence counsels,
said the court on Monday concluded the
hearing of prosecution witnesses, as the
prosecution withdrew nine witnesses, and
has fixed Tuesday for the accused, Aung
San Suu Kyi, to giv e her testimony.

“Tomorrow, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi will
give her testimony to the court and we will
also submit a list of witnesses as defence
counsels. We have primarily selected Win
Tin, Tin Oo, Kyi Win and Daw Khin Moe
Moe as witnesses for the accused,” said
Nyan Win, adding that the list could expand
or even be reduced depending on the
situation.

Burma’s democracy icon, Aung San
Suu Kyi, has been accused of breaching
her detention law by accepting an uninvited
American man, who allegedly swam across
the Innya Lake and entered her house.

She was charged under section 22 of
the penal code of Burma’s 1974
constitution, but her lawyer said, the
authorities are using conflicting laws, as
his understanding was that the 1974
constitution has been nullified by the junta’s
2008 constitution.

In order to clarify his doubts, when
lawyer Nyan Win asked the prosecutor
whether Burma is using a dual constitution,
the judge overruled the questions saying
it was irrelevant.

“Yes, I did ask the question as I am
confused whether we have two
constitutions but the judge overruled the
question,” Nyan Win told Mizzima.

Speedy trial
Nyan Win said, the case seems to be

moving at a fast pace and that he fears
the regime wants to end it as quickly as
possible and sentence Aung San Suu Kyi.

Since the first court hearing on May
18, the trial has been conducted on a day-
to-day basis. And by the sixth-day of the
trial, the court concluded the hearing of
prosecution witnesses.

Nyan Win earlier told Mizzima that the
trial is likely to take about two to three
months, but on Monday he said his
predictions were likely to be wrong.

Win Tin, veteran journalist and central
committee member of the NLD, said the
junta wants to conclude everything as
quickly as possible and sentence Aung San
Suu Kyi to another five years.

“It is quite obvious that the junta is
doing things as fast as possible because
they want to finish the trial and sentence
her to another fiv e years, if not mor e,” Win
Tin told Mizzima.

The junta’s ploy is to put the Nobel

Peace Laureate away from the public scene
before the ensuing 2010 elections.

Ineffective International outcry
The trial against Daw Aung San Suu

Kyi has attracted outbursts by several
governments across the world and even
made the United Nations Security Council
issue a press statement. But Win Tin, a
veteran journalists and central committee
member of the NLD said nothing much will
change because of this.

He said the Burmese junta does have
a fair understanding that there will be
outbursts which are rhetorical in nature
by the international communi ty.

“But this is well-planned. And the
government will not make a move unless
they know where the end would be,” he
said.

He said it is impossible for the junta
not to notice Mr. John William Yettaw
swimming across the Innya Lake and
entering Aung San Suu Kyi’s house. And
since this is his second time, it is only
obvious that the junta had planned the
ploy.

Following the charges against Burma’s
democracy icon and her trial, the
international community including the UN
and the Security Council issued statements
of condemnation and urged the junta to
immediately release her.

UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon,
last week, indicated that he wished to pay
a visit to Burma as soon as possible to talk
to the military junta on the trial against
opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi but
he has not mentioned how soon he can
make the visit.

While welcoming the interests of the
international community on Burma, Win Tin
said, Ban Ki-moon’s visit itself will not have
much effect as the junta is determined.

Crit ics, meanwhile, said the
international community has been making
rhetorical condemnation of the junta’s
actions, but nothing much really has
changed as the outbursts are rarely turned
into action.

On Monday, European and Asian
foreign ministers kicked-off a two-day
meeting in Hanoi, Vietnam. Reports,
quoting diplomats, suggest that the
Burmese issue is likely to be widely
discussed among the ministers at the
sidelines of the meeting.

But on Monday, Burma rejected a
statement issued by Thailand as the chair
of the 10-nations grouping of Association
of Southeast Asian Nations on the trial
against Aung San Suu Kyi saying it is
against the tradition of the grouping.

Public Anger
However, Win Tin said, the trial

against Aung San Suu Kyi has ingited public
anger and it would not be wise for the
government to underestimate the level of
peoples’ anger.

“As I sit in f ront of the I nsein Bazaar
everyday of the trial, I have seen the
peoples’ anger, particularly among the
youth. They have asked me what they
should do? Or would they be sitting all day
without taking any action?” he asked.

While he said he cannot definitely tell
what might happen, but if the junta
sentenced Aung San Suu Kyi, it would
really bring out the anger in the people.

“This time, I am sure, it will not be
just another story of the junta’s injustice,
because the level of anger among the
people is high. And the junta cannot expect
the people to simply disperse, after they
sentence Daw Aung San Suu Kyi. It will
not be as simple as just drawing the
curtain,” he added.

Suu Kyi’s trial will not end simply:
Win Tin
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May 13  - The body of Brigadier
General Kaung Myat of the Burmese Army,
who reportedly died during a clash with
ethnic Karen rebels, will be cremated on
Wednesday.

The Karen National Union, an armed
resistance group that has fought Burma’s
central government for over 60 years, said
Brigadier General Kaung Myat was killed
during a recent battle.

Major Saw Hla Ngwe, Joint Secretary
(2) of the KNU, on Wednesday said Brigadier
General Kaung Myat, commander of
Military Operations Command No. (5)
based at Thandaung Township in Pegu
Division, was killed during a battle with the
KNU on May 11th.

While the Burmese Army made no
announcement of the battle, the state-run
newspaper, New Light of Myanmar, on
Wednesday carried an obituary of
Brigadier General Kaung Myat. The paper,
though not mentioning where the
cremation will take place, did say family
members would hold a ‘Swan’ offering to
Buddhist monks for the deceased Brigadier
General at the family’s residence in
Rangoon’s Thingankyun Township.

Brigadier General Kaung Myat, age 49,
graduated from officer training batch 23
and is the third son of Captain Khin Hla,
who lives in Mandalay.

He is survived by his wife Khin Htwe,
son Maung Kaung Kyaw Myat and daughter
Hla Myat Noe, who live in the Thingyankyun
residence.

KNU claims Burmese Army Brigadier
General killed

Myo Gyi

April 29  – In a renewed effort to
persuade ceasefire armed groups to join
them, Burma’s military junta on Tuesday
met with six Sino-Burmese border based
ethnic armed ceasefire groups.

The junta’s Military Affairs Security
(MAS) Chief Maj. Gen. Ye Myint and
regional command commanders met ethnic
leaders of six ceasefire groups on Tuesday,
separately at the same time in their
respective regions.

Northern Command Commander Maj.
Gen. Soe Win met ‘Kachin Independence
Organization’ (KIO) and the ‘New
Democratic Army’ (Kachin) – (NDA-K) from
Kachin State at its command HQ in
Myitkyina, separately in the morning and
evening respectively, political and military
analyst Aung Kyaw Zaw, based on the
Sino-Burma border told Mizzima.

The ceasefire groups from Shan State
(North) namely ‘United Wa State Solidarity
Party’ (UWSP), ‘Shan State Army (North)
(SSA-N), ‘Myanmar National Democratic
Allied Army’ (MNDAA) and ‘National
Democratic Allied Army’ (NDAA) met MAS
Chief Maj. Gen. Ye Myint and the Northeast
Command Commander separately.

The UWSP held its meeting in Tangyan,
Shan State (North) and the 171st Military
Region met in Kengtung, eastern Shan
State separately. Aung Kyaw Zaw said that
it was unusual and significant to see the
UWSP meeting  in Tangyan, rather than
the usual venue of Lashio.

“The Northern Command Commander
was due to meet KIA on April 28 in the
morning at about 9  a.m. or 10 a.m. The
Zakhung Teng Ying group will meet at
about 1:30 p.m. As for the Northeast
Command, the Command Commander will
meet SSA-N at Ruili Guesthouse in Lashio
and Laokaing Region Commander Brig.
Gen. Win Maung will meet the Kokang
group in Laokaing in the evening,” he said.

Maj. Gen. Ye Myint met the most
powerful ceasefire group UWSA, in
Tangyang in the morning and met the 171st
military region in southern Wa State and
arranged to meet NDAA in Kengtung, it was
learnt.

The junta informed these ceasefire
groups in advance to bring the military
commanders of their groups along with
their leaders.

Aung Kyaw Zaw said that it had been
suggested that the discussions between
them would focus on military affairs before
the ensuing 2010 elections and there would
be no concrete results from these
meetings. These ceasefire groups would
continue in keeping with their own plans
in the meantime.

The speeches delivered at the
functions by their respective leaders
revealed that the ceasefire groups were
unlikely to accept being disarming and
reorganization of their forces. The
unilaterally drafted and approved 2008
Constitution was also totally unacceptable
to them.

They would discuss only the general
issue of reorganizing the ethnic armed
forces as border security and
administrative forces under the respective
military commands. This is one step lower
than the junta’s previous demand of laying
down arms. The conclusion drawn from
the non-existence of open confrontation by
the ceasefire groups against the junta, that
they would do whatever the junta said, is
totally wrong, Aung Kyaw Zaw said.

“It is likely that some leaders will be
alienated from their respective
organizations and they will enter politics
by forming a political party. Some would
be with their forces and it is unlikely that
they will surrender their forces to the junta
within 1 or 2 years. Some organizations
such as KDA and Zakhung Teng Ying would
do such a thing. But I do not think other
organizations would do any such thing,” he
said.

Some leaders from ethnic Kachin
armed groups in Kachin State are planning
to form a Kachin State Progressive Party
and those who join this party must resign
from their mother organizations.

The current meetings suggest the
dilemma among them. For the ceasefire
groups, reigniting armed resistance at this
moment is both impractical and impossible.

The ceasefire groups were unavailable
for comment.

Junta meets leaders of ethnic
ceasefire groups

Nyan Win said, strangely, security
around Insein Prison on Wednesday was
less visible, though the roads remained
blocked with barbwire barricades.

“I did not see many security forces on
our way to Insein, but I think the security
personnel are in plainclothes and are
mostly keeping away from the main road,”
he speculated.

Demand for open court trial
The NLD, Aung San Suu Kyi’s party,

meanwhile issued a statement on
Wednesday demanding public access to the
court.

The party, in its statement, argues that
the junta’s laws permit trials to be
conducted under public scrutiny.

“Plainly, we reject this trial. B ut i f the
trial is to be continued, it should done in
an open court where the people can gain

access,” Win Tin, veteran journalist and
central committee member of the NLD,
told Mizzima.

Meanwhile, a correspondent of a
foreign news service who was allowed
access to the court on Wednesday said it
is good that media personnel were allowed
in but that the junta should think of opening
up the court sti ll further.

“As a citizen of Burma, I would l ike to
see more openness and transparency in
the trial,” he said.

But, he continued, it is uncertain
whether the junta would allow any
diplomats or journalists to enter the court
on Thursday.

“Though there hasn’t been any notice,
I will still wait outside of the prison. Maybe
they will allow us to enter again l ike today,”
he added.

Continued From  Front page ÒÔÒÔ

May 25 -Burma on Monday rejected
Asean’s statement on the trial of pro-
democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi,
saying the statement violates the traditional
practise of the grouping.

The regime’s response, carried in the
official newspaper, the New Light of
Myanmar, on Monday said, charging and
conducting a trial against Aung San Suu
Kyi is an internal affair of Burma and the
statement of Thailand issued as the
alternative chairman of Asean is against

the principles of the grouping’s charter and
is tantamount to interfering in the internal
affairs of Burma.

The statement said, “Such an act may
cause an undesirable tradition in ASEAN.”

“Whatsoever it may be, this statement
issued by the Alternate ASEAN Chairman,
which is not in conformity with ASEAN
practice, incorrect in facts, interfering in
the internal affairs of Myanmar [Burma] is

strongly rejected by Myanmar[Burma],”the
statement added.

Burma rejects Asean statement

Continued From Front Page  ÒÔ

of  respect to Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, as
she walked into the court and took a seat.

Security officials in the court urged the
people to take their seat, but the invited
guests stood until Daw Aung San Suu Kyi
sat down.

The court  convened at 1:05 p.m.
(local time).

 In the court room
Foreign diplomats and selected

journalists have entered the Insein special
court room, where opposition leader Aung
San Suu Kyi will be giving her testimony.

Win Tin, the central executive
committee member of the National League
for Democracy, whose name had been
submitted as one of the witnesses for the
accused, however, on Tuesday was not
allowed to enter the court.

“Only when the court sends me a
notice, I wi ll be giving my testimony.
Because if the judge accepts me as one of
the wi tness, they will send me a notice,”
Win Tin told Mizzima.

Outside the prison precincts, about 200
supporters and party members of Aung San
Suu Kyi have gathered, waiting for the
outcome of the trial.

“Till today, the r oads are blocked.

There is heightened security  everywhere.
I think it looks more than other days. They
have blocked the bazaar. The security
forces are also all around the bazaar.
Previously, there were about two, but
today there are about four people in a
group,” Win Tin said explaining the
situation around the Insein prison.

Suu Kyi’s house arrest term can
be extended to six months: Police

A police officer on Tuesday told
journalists, during a press briefing inside
the Insein prison, that the house arrest
term of Aung San Suu Kyi can be extended
to another six months, even if there were
no new charges levelled against her.

The police officer Myint Thein of the
Special Branch explained to journalists and
diplomats that the house arrest term,
which will expire on May 27, can be
extended up to November. He explained
that while the authorities were still in the
processes of considering whether or not
to extend the house arrest term, the
American man appeared on the scene.

The press briefing was also attended
by Burma’s Police Chief Khinyi along with
29 foreign diplomats, 15 foreign
correspondents and 10 domestic
correspondents.
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May 15  - Thai Foreign Minister, Kasit
Piromya, has said Thailand would not
pressurize Burma on Aung San Suu Kyi’s
case, but hoped Burma would conduct the
court trial wi th tr ansparency.

The Thai Foreign Minister said in a
press conference on Friday that Thailand
was concerned about Burma’s recent
political confusion and Aung San Suu Kyi’s
illness.

“The facts are still unclear on the US
citizen case, and we also want the
Burmese government to declare how he
could swim to her house, which is under
tight security by the Burmese authorities
and what is his objective for this action.
However, the court trial on Ma y 18 should
be conducted with transparency and
Thailand is ready to send representatives
to the court if the Burmese government
allows us to,” Piromya said.

Suu Kyi was charged on Thursday of
allowing an unauthorized US national to
visit her in Rangoon. She was brought to
Rangoon’s Insein Prison to hear charges
against herself, two part y members, who
live-in with her and her personal doctor
for allowing an unauthorized visit.

“We hoped that the Burmese
government would release Aung San Suu
Kyi after her house-arrest of 6 years, which

would follow the ASEAN statement
(released at the ASEAN Summit 14th
March 2009) which hopes that Burma will
follow their r oadmap to democracy, which
included the release of political prisoners,”
Piromya said.

ASEAN has not yet released an official
joint opinion on the case, but the Thai
Foreign Minister said that the ASEAN
countries may hold a side meeting on the
Burma issue at the ASEAN high level
officials meeting on May 19, 2009.

He also added that the US embassy in
Bangkok had contacted the Thai Foreign
Ministry on the case and reported that
Hillary Clinton, US Secretary of State would
contact Surin Pitsuwan, ASEAN General-
Secretary or may contact Thailand, which
is the current ASEAN bloc’s president for
discussions on the situation in Burma.

US Secretary of State, Hillary Rodham
Clinton, has urged the government of
Burma to immediately release democratic
activist Aung San Suu Kyi, calling the latest
charges against her “baseless.”

The minister said that he had
appointed a Thai ambassador in Rangoon
to discuss with ASEAN member countries
in Rangoon, regarding the case.

He also said regarding the discussion
with ethnic minorities, which are anti-
government armed groups, that Thailand
had discussed matters with the Karen
National Union and had got a document
from the group in reply, but could not y et
reveal the contents.

In addition, Thailand is also trying to
discuss with others ethnic groups such as
Shan and Mon on the possibility of joining
the Burmese junta’s national reconciliation
process. “If they want peace, then armed
fighting is not the solution, ” he concluded.

Earlier, Piromya mentioned during his
visit to Burma in March, that the Thai
government had agreed to hold talks with
the Karen National Union to join the
national reconciliation program towards
Burma’s general elections in 2010,
following a call by the ruling Burmese
military junta.

Thailand hopes for transparency in
Aung San Suu Kyi’s trial

May 24  - Thai security officials on
Sunday took pictures and kept a watched
on participants of a peaceful demonstration
in protest of the charges against Burmese
opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi by the
ruling military junta.

The small but vocal gathering marched
for about 200m on Thai soil from the Moei
River past the Immigration office alongside
the Thai-Burmese Friendship Bridge,
between Mea Sot and Myawaddy towns.

Thai military and police kept a watched
and took pictures of the protesters, who
made a brief speech at the crowded
market place of Mea Sot town in Tak
province of Thailand, before dispersing.

While the soldiers hung back from the
main group, photographing them from a
distance of 60-70m, the police were closer
with some blatantly photographing the

marchers, many of whom were foreigners.
The small group about 75 people

marched in protest against Burma’s military
ruler for charging Nobel Peace Laureate
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and conducting a
trial against her at the notorious Insein
prison in Rangoon.

On Friday, the special court in I nsein
accepted the charges against Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi. She was charged for
breaching her detention law, by accepting
an uninvited American man, who allegedly
swam across the Innya Lake and entered
into her house.

The protestors called the charges
unacceptable and called on the
government to stop the trial and to release
her along with other political prisoners as
soon as possible.

Protests in Thai-Burmese border
town for Aung San Suu Kyi

Usa Pichai

May 19  – Current holders of the
ASEAN Chair, Thailand has released a
statement on Burma’s present political
crisis, the blocs first official reaction to the
ongoing trial of Burmese pro-democracy
leader Aung San Suu Kyi.

On Tuesday, Thailand, as the ASEAN
Chair, expressed the group’s grave concern
about recent developments relating to
Aung San Suu Kyi, especially given her
fragile health.

“In this connection, the Government of
the Union of Myanmar is reminded that the
ASEAN leaders had called for the
immediate release of Daw Aung San Suu
Kyi. Furthermore, the Government of the
Union of Myanmar, as a responsible
member of ASEAN, has the responsibility
to protect and promote human rights,”
noted the statement.

Additionally, the group concluded that
it is required of the junta to provide timely
and adequate medical care toward Aung
San Suu Kyi as well as to accord her
humane treatment.

The statement follows strong criticism
from various human rights organizations
that the group has not asserted itself
enough in relation to this case, believing
ASEAN countries should prove their stated,
strong intention of improving the regional
human rights situation. Meanwhile, exile
Burmese groups and international activists

have gathered in protest near the Burmese
Embassy in several countries, including
ASEAN members states.

Last Friday, U.S. President Barack
Obama formally extended sanctions against
Burma, while the E.U. continues to mull
an increase in sanctions against the
regime.

The statement also added, “With the
eyes of the international community on
Myanmar at present, the honour and the
credibility of the Government of the Union
of Myanmar are at stake. Thailand, as the
ASEAN Chair, reaffirms ASEAN’s readiness
to contribute constructively to the national
reconciliation process and the peaceful
transition of democracy in Myanmar.”

Thai Prime Minister Abhisit Vejjajiva,
following Tuesday’s cabinet meeting, said
Thailand is ready to “constructively” take
part in the reconcil iat ion and
democratization process in Burma,
specifying, “We will monitor the situation
closely but will not establish a deadline or
take other inappropriate actions.”

“We [Thailand] also hope that
Myanmar will listen to neighboring
countries in ASEAN because our policy
toward Myanmar remains unchanged. We
don’t have any idea to enact the same
policies as countries that are situated
farther away,” confirmed Abhisit according
to a report in the Thai newspaper
Komchadluek on Tuesday.

Regional leaders call for Suu Kyi’s release

Mungpi

May 21  - Burmese opposition leader
Aung San Suu Kyi’s international lawyer
has said the United Nations Security Council
should convene an emergency meeting if
the military regime convicts her in the
current trial, which he said is “a pretext to
continue detaining her”.

Jared Genser, president of US-based
Freedom Now, said, “The time for outrage
statements and condemnation is over and
the time f or action is now,” and called on
the international community to act on
Burma and not to fail the Burmese people
once again.

Though the charges against the
Burmese Nobel Peace Laureate are
“patent ly ridiculous,” Genser said there are
indications that the junta will sentence her
to a prison term of another three years, if
not more.

“But if she is convicted, I will be calling
for an emergency meeting of the UN
Security Council…by convicting her the
junta will be violating the demands of the
Security Council in the 2007 presidential
statement,” said Genser.

On Thursday, authorities continued the
trial of Aung San Suu Kyi for the fourth
day in a special court in Insein Prison. But
the trial was again conducted behind closed
doors, with no diplomats or journalists
allowed inside.

Authorities on Wednesday for the first
time allowed 30 diplomats and 10
journalists to witness the proceedings of
the court.

“I went to the prison gates this
morning again, but the authorities did not
allow any of us to enter,” a correspondent
for a foreign news agency who went to
the prison told Mizzima on Thursday.

Nyan Win, one of the defense counsels
and the NLD spokesperson, said four
witnesses were produced on Thursday and
the session lasted longer than usual as a

witness showed a video clip confiscated
from American John William Yettaw.

He added that the court has fixed the
next hearing for Friday, May 22, saying “i t
is rather speedy. And looks like the trial
will be over before long.”

Genser said the reason for conducting
the trial in a speedy manner could be to
avoid more international pressure and to
close the case as soon as possible.

Aung San Suu Kyi, who has spent
more than 13 of the past 19 years under
house arrest, will complete six years of
her latest house arrest term in the last week
of May. Burma’s military regime last year
argued with international and domestic
lawyers that Burmese law allows for the
detention of a person for up to six years
and extended her term f or another year.

But Genser said her house arrest term
already expired a year ago and that the
junta has no choice but to r elease her.

Along with Genser, most opposition
groups as well as Burma observers believe
that the charges and current trial are a
pretext to continue detaining her and to
exclude her from the 2010 election, the
fifth step of the junta’s seven-point
roadmap to democracy.

But her absence in the 2010 election
would only be further proof of the junta’s
intention of rigging the election to legitimize
their rule, critics said.

On Wednesday, US Secretary of State
Hillary Clinton told a congressional hearing
that the 2010 election cannot be legitimate
without the participation of Aung San Suu
Kyi.

But Genser said the 2010 election is
already fundamentally flawed as the 2008
constitution, which is the basis for the
election, is already flawed.

“It is already determined that the
election in 2010 will not be free and
fair…and will enshrine the military’s role
forever. And her [Aung San Suu Kyi’s]
conviction would only r einforce that,”
Genser concluded.

Time for international action: Suu
Kyi’s lawyer
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Mungpi

May 19  - British Prime Minister
Gordon Brown on Monday sent an open
letter to Burma’s detained opposition
leader Aung San Suu Kyi, saying “people
are standing with you not just here in
Britain, but everywhere that democracy and
freedom are upheld.”

Brown, addressing the Burmese
democracy icon as “Daw Suu”, said, “We
are heartened by your tremendous
courage, your inspirational leadership, and
by the knowledge that no oppression is so
great that the forces of liberty cannot
prevail.”

The British premier also reiterated his
support for her by saying the British
government is committed to work with
international partners to support Burma’s
path to stabi lity, peace and economic
recovery.

He said he had also worked with
partners in the EU to maintain sanctions
that are “tough and targeted against those
individuals who wish to deny the Burmese
people their rights.”

“And I wi ll continue to pr ess your
neighbours in Asia to work even harder
for your release and that of all political
prisoners in Burma,” he added.

Brown, referring to the Burmese
regime, said, “The people of Burma have
suffered nearly half a century of conflict
and isolation…the time for a transition to

democracy is now.”
Brown’s letter comes amidst a trial

that the Burmese Nobel Peace Laureate is
facing in Rangoon’s notorious Insein Prison
for charges of breaching her terms of
detention. On Tuesday, Aung San Suu Kyi,
her two live-in party members and the
American who allegedly swam across Inya
Lake and entered her house, were
produced before the court for their second
day of hearing.

Protesting the junta’s charges against
Aung San Suu Kyi and the trial, foreign
ministers from the EU on Monday urged
for fresh sanctions against the Burmese
regime and on Tuesday hinted that they
will call on China and Asian countries to
also pressure the regime.

Meanwhile, the US State Department
on Monday said the trial of Aung San Suu
Kyi does not help the US in considering the
easing of sanctions.

Ian Kelly, a department spokesperson,
during a press briefing on Monday said the
US is undertaking a thorough policy review
on Burma, though president Obama on
Friday sent notification to Congress for the
extension sanctions against the country.

“We are right now involved in a
thorough interagency policy review on
Burma and how to get them to do the right
things vis-à-vis Aung San Suu Kyi and the
people of Burma,” Kelly said.

“I think the – this review will consider
a whole range of options, including
sanctions,” he added.

Kelly said the US is concerned over the
charges against the Burmese Nobel Peace
Laureate and believes the charges are
“being used as a pretext to either extend
her house arrest or, even more disturbingly
perhaps, justify a prison sentence.”

The state department said the charges
against Aung San Suu Kyi are unjustified
and reiterated its call for the Burmese
regime to release her along with the more
than 2,100 other political prisoners
lingering in prisons across Burma.

British Premier sends extra-ordinary
letter to Suu Kyi

Mungpi

May 23  - United Nations Security
Council on Friday expressed concern over
the political impacts in relation to the
charges and trial against Burmese
opposition leader Daw Aung San Suu Kyi.

The 15-member body, in a pr ess
statement, reiterates its call for the release
of all political prisoners including Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi, and urged the Burmese
military junta to engage in a political
dialogue.

The UN Security Council calls on the
Burmese junta to create “necessary
conditions for a genuine dialogue with Daw
Aung San Suu Kyi and all concerned parties
and ethnic groups in order to achieve an
inclusive national reconciliation with the
support of the United Nations.”

The UNSC’ statement came a day after
the special court in Rangoon’s notorious
Insein prison on Friday said it has accepted
the charge against Nobel Peace Laureate
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi. She was charged
for breaching her detention law.

The pro-democracy leader was taken
from her lakeside home, where she had
stayed more than 13 of the past 19 years
under house arrest, to Insein prison and
was charged after an American man
allegedly swam across the Innya Lake and
entered her house in early May.

She has been facing a court trial since
May 18.

Nyan Win, her defense lawyer and
spokesperson of her party – National
League for Democracy, told Mizzima on
Friday that the court has decided to accept
the charge made against her.

But the Burmese Democracy Icon
earlier told her lawyer that “I am innocent. ”

Her trial, however, has ignited a chorus
of international condemnation on the
Burmese junta, saying it is trump-up case
to try and continue detaining her , as her
six-years of house arrest term will expire
by the end of May.

Her International Lawyer, Jared Genser,
who is also the president of US-based
‘Freedom Now’ calls the charges “Patently
Ridiculous.”

The UNSC’s statement came after
member states had an informal meeting
earlier this week on Burma and the
ongoing trial against the Burmese
opposition leader.

While most of the council members
agreed to issue a statement, China, a veto-
wielding country, has opposed it saying the
matter is Burma’s internal affairs. Japan
and Russia have also appeared to be taking
cautious position.

Friday’s press statement read out by
the Council President Vitaly Churkin of
Russia said, “The members of the Security
Council affirm their commitment to the
sovereignty and territorial integrity of
Myanmar [Burma] and, in that context,
reiterate that the future of Myanmar
[Burma] lies in the hands of all of its
people.”

On October 11, 2007 and on May 2,
2008 the council issued press statements
on Burma and had called the ruling junta
to release all political prisoners including
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and to start a
dialogue with her and all other political
actors.

UN Security Council voiced concern
over Suu Kyi’s trial

Mungpi

May 6  –- The United Nations Security
Council has been urged by a United States-
based Human Rights group on Wednesday
to protect tens of thousands of children
who are brutally abducted and recruited
as soldiers in Burma.

Watchlist on Children and Armed
Conflict in its new report titled “No More
Denial: Children Affected by Armed Conflict
in Myanmar (Burma)” urged the United
Nations Security Council to pressure
Burma’s military junta as well as ethnic
armed rebel groups to stop all recruitment

of children into their armed forces.
The 60-page report, released on

Wednesday, documents children being
killed, raped, forcibly displaced, abducted
and recruited as soldiers by the Burmese
Army, who, the gr oup said also attacked
schools and denied access to humanitarian
assistance.

The condition of children is worse in
parts of the country, where the Burmese
Army and ethnic insurgents are engaged
in decades’ long war, the r eport said.

Children as young as nine are recruited
as soldiers by the Burmese Army and non-
state armed groups even from public places
such as bus and train stations, the report

Child soldiers a reality in Burma:
Rights Group

said.
The group said, “The SPDC must no

longer deny these children access to
sufficient and lifesaving humanitarian
assistance,” and calls on the United Nations
as well as the international community to
protect children from violence,
maltreatment and abuses in Burma’s
ongoing armed conflict.

While the group charged the Burmese
military junta, officially known as State
Peace and Development Council (SPDC),
for its continuous violation of human and
child rights, it also said non-state armed
groups (NSAG) are no exception in
recruiting children into their armies.

“Most NSAGs have reportedly recruited
and used children in their armed groups,
albeit on a much lower scale than the
Myanmar Armed Forces,” the r eport said.

The group in its recommendations,
called on the UN Security Council to break
its silence and to call on the SPDC and other
NSAGs to immediately release all children
from their armies and to set a deadline
for them to comply with international
standards.

“If tangible progress is not achieved
within the specified time frame the Security

Council should impose targeted measures,
in line with Resolutions 1539 and 1612,”
the report urged.

The report also urged the Association
of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), of
which Burma is a member, to make the
promotion and protection of the rights of
the child a priority in its policy and to take
effective measures to ensure that all
members protect children from the effects
of armed conflict, to end the use of children
in armies and armed groups.

The Watchlist on Children and Armed
Conflict was formed in 2001 in response
to the need for improved monitoring and
reporting on violations against children.

In April, UN Secretary General Ban Ki-
moon, in his annual report to the Security
Council on Children and Armed Conflict said
the Burmese junta’s army and nine other
armed ethnic groups are still recruiting
child soldiers.

Ban said, both the Burmese junta and
a list of armed ethnic groups, including
ceasefire groups and active anti-
government forces, are continuing to
recruit children into their armies.

Both the junta and armed ethnic groups
have denied the allegations.
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May Kyaw

The Kachin Independence Organization (KIO) has said that they need to seek public
opinion of the Kachin people in transforming and integrating their army with the Burma
Army as one army in the country.

 Kachin State Transitional Period Executive Vice-Chairman (2) Dr. Tuja responded
to the offer extended to them by the Burmese military regime on April 28. It has been
learnt that the KIO CC meeting is being held and discussions on the ‘Border Security
Force’ (BSF) matter is underway.

 We present here an interview wi th Dr. Tuja by Mizzima reporter May Kyaw for
further details of KIO’s opinion on the issue.

 Q: Are you preparing to transform KIO into BSF?
 A: This is just what has been proposed by the junta. KIO needs to discuss it. We

can decide only after a detailed discussion with KIO leaders, community leaders and
others.

 Q: When did the junta first talk about this proposal?
 A:  Northern Command Commander Brig. Gen. Soe Win invited our KIO Chairman

on April 28 and informed him about it. They explained this matter to us. The regional
command commander explained to us about their plan. KIO Chairman and his team
could not give any comment on this pr oposal at that meeting. I n this way, the meeting
was concluded without producing any results. Only after that, KIO has planned to hold
a Central Committee (CC) meeting to discuss how to handle this matter. Currently, the
CC meeting is in progress.

 Q: What is the main agenda of your CC meeting?
 A: The main issue is transformation of our army into a Border Security Force.
 Q: Will it be convenient for you if you accept this BSF offer?
 A: They (the junta) haven’t yet said anything on the limitation of our army’s strength.

Even if this plan materializes, we must have a detailed discussion among us to proceed
with this plan. KIO leaders are of the view that if we agree on the transformation issue,
we will have to make more mutual coordination and negotiation between us on detailed
technical matters.

 Q: Are there any difficulties in resolving transformation of your army to BSF?
 A: We can say we have reached a turning point in dealing with the government,

which needs negotiation. It will take more time for practical and technical matters to be
negotiated. We have the will to do this negotiation. KIO is an organization, which is
devoted to and sacrificed for our people and our region. We do not see this issue as a
trivial mat ter, but as an important issue, which needs to be implemented thr ough
negotiation. KIO leaders have accepted this proposal in principle. But for the practical
and technical matters, we need to hold many more negotiations between us.

 Q: As a BSF army, in which places will KIO deploy these units?
 A:  No details have been finalized yet. And also the government has not disclosed

anything regarding this matter. However, in accordance with the international la w, there
are provisions about what distance from the border the BSF units can be deployed.
There are many international laws and treaties governing this matter. We must comply
with all these instruments.

 Q: What is the current strength of KIO?
 A: We cannot divulge that in detail as I do not know it in detail too. I have not been

in touch with our army for a long time.
 Q: Gen. Thein Sein recently visited Myitkyina. Did he discuss this matter during his

trip?
 A:  We did not see him during his Kachin State trip. He came here for other

purposes.
 Q: Dr. Tuja, do you think this BSF plan will materialize? How do you view this plan?
 A: At this junctur e of our country, I think this is an important and crucial mat ter

which should be considered seriously. We cannot afford to see this matter in a careless
manner. We must enhance and consolidate peace. Regarding the tr ansformation matter
too, there must be mutual accommodation and give and take between us in building
lasting peace. We must implement this plan in detail. Hence, according to the situation
of our country, not only KIO, other ethnic armed f orces must consider this plan.

 The government’s plan is to resolve all problems through transformation of our
armies. So we need to find the best solution f or this mat ter in a serious manner. It wi ll
be productive and beneficial if we can resolve this issue frankly and honestly between
us through coordination but not in an uni lateral manner.

 Q: Can we believe there will be only one unified army when these ethnic armed
forces are transformed into the Border Security Force?

 A:  As soon as our army is transformed into BSF, it wi ll be under the same command
and administration. We will be under the uni fied army. We will be a branch of this
army. So it means there will be one and only one unified army in our country.

 Q: On taking this decision of tr ansforming your army into BSF, will KIO coordinate
with other ethnic armed forces or will you take a decision by negotiating only with the
junta?

 A:  It is better if we can coordinate with all the ethnic armed forces as we are in
the same boat. But it will depend on the condition. Even if we cannot meet and negotiate
with them according to the prevailing situation, I think, there will be no differences
among us.

 We can go forward only in accordance with the situation. We must mainly discuss
within our own organization and then with our people and community elders and leaders
through detailed deliberations.

 Q: Will KIO take Kachin public comment and opinion in this transformation issue?
 A:  Yes, we certainly need it, because KIO is the organization devoted for the cause

and welfare of the Kachin people. And as an organization, which represents the Kachin
people, we must seek the will and desire of the Kachin people in taking a decision on
this important issue. There will not be long lasting peace, if KIO Central takes a decision
on its own.

 Q: Can you believe in the (junta’s) army?
 A: We must go through negotiation and coordination in every matter. I’m optimistic

on everything. So should be the method in implementation too. The result can be
produced only after implementing issues practically. We warmly welcome (this proposal),
as it is for the sake and benefit of our people.

 Q: In negotiation with the junta, whom will you meet from the government’s side?
 A:  We have no restrictions in this matter. We will discuss with any responsible

person concerned. We have no limitation on whom we will meet, with which rank etc.
 Q: How do you plan to collect public opinion?
 A:  It wi ll be done within our r each only.

Opinion of Kachin people needed for
Border Security Force issue

Whether the trial against Aung San Suu Kyi is the product of a plan hatched by
the military regime or not, the likely loser of this possible turning point will be no
other than Senior General Than Shwe, head of the State Peace and Development
Council. However, there is another potential outcome. This, Than Shwe should
recognize, is an ideal opportunity to jumpstart the national reconciliation process in
Burma and practice forgiveness, paving the way for national prosperity and
development. 

The witnessed solidarity and support of the international community for Aung
San Suu proves just how popular is the charismatic leader. While this may not be a
joyful sign for the generals, the Burmese are very lucky to have such a leader and
icon for democracy – like father like daughter.    

No one can deny that Burma is a naturally resource rich country with the prospects
to reverse its recent bad turns. Civil wars, isolationism and totalitarian rule have
pushed Burma to the lowest reaches of world development lists.  

According to existing Burmese law, apparently accepted by the military regime,
Aung San Suu Kyi’s house arrest will expire on May 27. But, in r eality, there is not
much hope for her freedom with the many documented failures of the military regime’s
judicial system. More than 1,200 political prisoners are still languishing in jails
throughout the country, most sentenced only for expressing their desire for talks
between the generals and opposition forces. 

Nevertheless, the stars may not be in alignment for Burma’s Senior General, as
proven by the international outcry following the first day of the closed-door trial in
notorious Insein prison. The Lady, 63-years old, is charged with breaching the terms
of her house arrest after an American, John Yettaw, was fished out of I nya Lake
allegedly on his way back from the Nobel Laureate’s house.  

The mysterious case has angered many Burmese, as the actions of the 53-year
old American man have provided a ready-made excuse for the junta, which has ruled
the country since 1988 – ignoring the results of the 1990 election, to keep the opposition
leader detained for a further length of time. 

Within minutes of the state-run media’s public announcement of the arrest of
Yettaw, a majori ty of Burmese classified the case as a conspiracy to prolong the
detention of the daughter of the country’s independence hero, General Aung San,
and to keep her firmly out of the way of the proposed 2010 general election.  

The timing of Yettaw’s arrest and the lack of any action on the part of authori ties
even after Aung San Suu Kyi’s personal doctor informed security forces of the presence
of an intruder in the house, are just some of the facts which have fueled suspicions
against Than Shwe in the w ake of the deadly crackdown on peaceful monk-led
demonstrations in 2007.  

However, Burmese Foreign Minister Nyan Win has denied such accusations, instead
suggesting the insinuations might be a plan by Western nations in connection with
domestic and exile opposition groups. Very few people, though, accept this scenario.
Of course Yettaw did spend time in Mae Sot, known as a shelter for some opposition
elements, but no opposition groups want to see the extension of Aung San Suu Kyi’s
house arrest as she represents the only hope for democracy and unity across the
country and among its many factions.  

In fact, the present trial may further unity among pro-democracy opposition groups
and ethnic nationalities – one for all and all for one.  

The regime’s hopes to gain legitimacy from the 2010 election are rapidly depleting.
Even the junta’s allies, China and members of the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations, (ASEAN), are voicing their concerns and belief in the need for national
reconciliation. Meanwhile, the European Union is considering employing further
sanctions and the Obama administration has already extended American sanctions
for an additional year. 

Utter devastation is all that lies ahead if we all keep on the same track since
1962. The current course will not benefit either ruler or the oppressed. Divisions
within Burmese society are huge, while the general population’s hatred of the military
– the only institution in the country of 55 million people – is significant. Poverty is
pervasive. Only compromise can save the country. The bygone souls of civil war
conflicts, victims of human rights abuses and Cyclone Nargis are waiting for us to
grasp this opportunity to rebuild a peaceful and prosperous nation.

Time to grasp reconciliation talk
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Addressing domestic issues is by far
the most crucial need in delivering Burma
from the vicious circle of political impasse
and economic hardship, which has for
several decades disgraced the country and
its over 50 million citizens.

While most countries around the world
work to balance their bargaining position
in the international theater by playing to
their economic strengths and addressing
the needs of their people, Burma’s generals
continue to hoard the country’s resources
not only from political opposition groups,
but from the entire population of the
country.

It might be har d, initially, for the
military government to commence dialogue
with mainstream political opposition such
as the National League for Democracy and
its iconic leader Daw Aung San Suu Kyi. If ,
however, the situation were to tr anspire,
then the attitude of Burma’s top generals
toward Aung San Suu Kyi – presently highly
personalized and negative – would have
to change. Without this, the country will
remain in a state of political paralysis.

The presence of sanctions imposed by
the U.S. and European Union on the
country is only a poor excuse used by the
military f or the state of the country .
Whereas, in actuality, the regime has had
since the mid-1990’s to improve several
aspects of the country, but has instead
failed to take up reforms, driving would-
be investors away with policies of
mismanagement.

In short, Burma’s fai lures in
development have not resulted from
actions of the international community; just
look at fellow ASEAN member Vietnam.
The latter has advanced significantly over
a shorter period of time in its relations with
the World Trade Organization than has
Burma. The main difference is Burma’s
failure to initiate institutional restructuring.

Burma, in addit ion to polit ical
pluralism, needs reform in the areas of tax,
trade, customs and administration – to
name but a few underachieving sectors of
society.

The junta’s ongoing roadmap has not
led to reform in the country’s politics. Real
political reform, through dialogue, has not
been realized and has thus stymied the
potential for much needed international
assistance.

It is unfortunate the military cannot
appreciate the positive role that opposition
leader Aung San Suu Kyi could play in
addressing the country’s ills. A larger than
life figure, she is a real political tool that
could be used to effectively deal with almost
all quarters of society, and specifically with
issues related to international lending
agencies and ethnic minorities.

“The problem is, they are making the
democratic leader a liability instead of an
asset,” related one long-time Rangoon-
based observer.

“In design or not, Daw Aung San Suu
Kyi becomes the manifestation of the
people’s will,” the observer said, adding
that all problems could be solved if the
regime would be bold enough to make a
deal with her.

The post-2010 era, despite the
existence of a new constitution adopted last
year, sti ll fails to address the relevant
issues, instead enshrining the military’s
leading role in politics.

“To be honest, the entir e executive

branch and bureaucracy would again be
in the hands of the mi litary after 2010,”
the observer noted.

This is because the new, post-2010,
leadership will merely be composed of
present ministers and some members
from business circles, who in turn have
close connections with the current
government.

In order to benefit the entire
population, the handpicked civilians would
need to be granted significant autonomy
– though it is dubious whether a few top
ranking military players could bear to see
this actually happen.

“My opinion is to try to get as much
compromise as possible before proceeding
with the next stage; a new plan can then
be made for 2010, 2011 and so on,” the
observer analyzed.

However, it is l ikely no attempted
repairs to the existing roadmap will prove
sufficient. What is instead needed is
drastic overhaul.

Overhaul in turn demands tangible and
sizable international assistance such as
ASEAN member Cambodia received in the
mid-1990s. This holds true even though it
is acknowledged that a small pool of
Phnom Penh elites benefitted most from

this approach.
Still, this approach toward transition

is needed in Burma, where a new
generation is coming of age having
experienced nothing but autocracy and a
systematic failure in quality of education.

Yet, the observer pointed out, “Political
liberalization and ethnic issues should not
be left out. It could be the country’s
nemesis even if there is a democratically
elected government.”

In a cautious, if not pessimistic
approach, the democratization process is
to be first carried thr ough locally, and
gradually expanded to meet internationally
accepted norms.

And let us not forget that there is a
history of political pluralism in Burma. Even
under the British in the 1930s, there existed
many civic organizations, media outlets and
political parties. Put bluntly, the British were
much more liberal than the current military
regime, which itself benefits in the art of
suppression by looking at and learning from
the history of Britain’s colonial rule.

In the end, an exit strategy for Burma’s
generals and relief from the country’s
myriad of ills cannot be tangible and
positive as long as the regime rejects
political pluralism.

Matthew Santos

In 2010 Burma will become a sub-
standard federal union formed in
accordance with the military-influenced
Constitution of 2008.  As of this writing,
debates are raging as to whether or not
to contest or boycott elections based on
the Constitution.

Dissidents such as National League for
Democracy’s (NLD) U Win Tin , 88
generation student leaders and Ludu U
Sein Win, who believe democratic change
is possible only through a mass struggle,
cannot accept the provisions in the
military’s unilaterally drawn Constitution.
In their strategic calculations for change,
Senior General Than Shwe and Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi are factors that can be varied/
altered, but genuine democracy as a
mission goal is fixed and immutable.

However, the ‘thir d force’ seems to
view the positions of Senior General Than
Shwe and Daw Aung San Suu Kyi as
unalterable in the equation of power
struggle while treating the goal of
democratization as if it were a point on a
sliding scale.

And for its part, the great majority of
Burmese public view the democratic goal,
Senior General Than Shwe and Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi as unchangeable facts of life,
having convinced themselves of the utter
absence of any resolution to the conflict.

In order for Burma to realize a Federal
Political System reflective of the 1947
Constitution, she will likely need to go
through different politico-administrative
phases not dissimilar to the “Diar chy,” “91
Departments Administration,” and so on.
Such colonial era administrative
experiments were crafted by the British in
order to gradually permit the entry of
politically minded elements amongst the
native population into politics under British
rule. One should not fail to note the fact
that the military’s 2008 Constitution,
designed to gradually infuse Burmese
civilian politicians into official politics closely
resembles the diarchy of the bygone
colonial era.

In the diarchy model, implemented by
the British in January 1923, there were two
types of cabinet members who served
under the British Governor. The Governor
handpicked those cabinet members who

would be in charge of the most important
portfolios such as home affairs/security,
judicial affairs and treasury, whi le the
remaining cabinet departments or
portfolios were headed by elected natives
who were then appointed by the colonial
parliament.

Likewise, according to the military’s
2008 Constitution of the Union of My anmar,
the Burmese military will have exclusive
power to select and appoint cabinet
members for such vital ministries as
defense, home affairs and border area
affairs, while filling the remaining and less
signif icant cabinet posts through
parliamentary approval.

In his historical critique of the diarchy
under the British rule, late Burmese
historian Dr. Than Tun argued quite right ly
that under diarchy the colonial rulers were
simply allowing the natives to manage
autonomously their unimportant cabinet
portfolios within imposed budgetary
restraints, while retaining exclusive control
over portfolios deemed vitally important.

A cursory look at the 2010 Constitution
reveals that Burma’s present military
government appears quite fond of the

approach to political plurality espoused by
the colonial rulers of the 1920s.

Out of a total of 103 members in British
Burma’s diarchy legislature, only 22
legislators and 2 cabinet members (23.3
percent) were appointees of the British
Governor, leaving the remaining 79 seats
to be filled through a popular electoral
process. By contrast, according to the
Burmese military’s 2008 Constitution, the
Chief of Staff of the Armed Forces will fill
25 percent of Parliamentary seats with
hand-picked military officers. As a matter
of fact, there is little difference between
the current military’s political set up and
that of British colonial rule.

The regime’s current design to grant
local states all judicial, legislative and
executive powers is not even close to the
pre-independence federal arrangement of
1947. Dr. Than Tun additionally wrote of
diarchy that with good intentions alone,
elected natives would not be able to push
the politico-administrative envelop because
the British retained exclusive control over
the country’s finances.

This comparison between the current
military’s 2008 Constitution and its federal

Democracy and historical lessons from Burma’s colonial past

Continued To Page 9
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The decision of the Burmese military
junta to jail Aung San Suu Kyi on trumped-
up charges is a clear indication that it will
never loosen its absolute grip on power,
dashing the faint hopes of those who want
to break the polit ical deadlock by
participating in the planned 2010 election.
The move has not only revealed the
uncompromising stance of the junta’s chief,
Senior General Than Shwe, but also
further radicalized Burmese politics.

It is nothing uncustomary for the
regime to jail political dissidents on charges
shamelessly concocted out of non-political
and trivial issues. A leading member of
Aung San Suu Kyi’s party – National League
for Democracy (NLD) – U Khin Maung Swe,
who was released from imprisonment last
year, spent 14 years behind bars on
charges of distributing false news to the
foreign media.

A fellow NLD member was jailed for
allegedly possessing a fake national
identity card while another was jailed for
complicity in the illegal production of a
[politically sensitive] music album. On
every occasion, the regime paints the
picture that its dissidents are punished not
for their political activities, but rather under
other irrelevant criminal codes—a ploy to
support its claim that there are no political
prisoners, only criminals.

Now it seems an American citizen, John
Yettaw, who sneaked into Aung San Suu
Kyi’s house by swimming across Inya Lake,
has given Than Shwe a rare chance to use
a similar tactic against Burma’s leader of
the democratic movement.

Than Shwe’s latest gambit belittles the
debates that have been raging among
individuals and groups inside and outside
Burma over the 2010 election. The
strongest argument of those who favor the
election is that instead of continuing
fruitless confrontation with the regime,
opposition forces should use the election
as a chance to gain a certain political space

which can be gradually expanded for
further democratic changes.

The argument comes from a diverse
group of people: some who are genuinely
frustrated with the unending political
deadlock and the ageing NLD leadership
and thus welcome the election as “better
than nothing”; some simply resentful of the
political dominance Aung San Suu Kyi and
her party have long occupied in Burma;
and some mere opportunists who are eager
to make a personal profit out of the
election.

However, the mischievous act to
incarcerate Aung San Suu Kyi has almost
magically muted the voices of such
arguments. It is now easier for Burmese
people and the international community to
discern that the military regime has no
intention at all to budge even a bit further
towards political transition and that the
2010 election will not change the political
landscape of Burma.

This situation has also brought to an
end the awkward political crisis facing the
NLD over the election: participation means
compliance with unjust provisions of the

junta’s 2008 Constitution and being
accused of lack of political maneuvering
while non-participation can bring charges
against party leaders for being recalcitrant
with a disregard for the misery of Burmese
people. Were it not for the latest incident,
the regime’s refusal to accept the demands
in NLD’s April 29th “Shwegonedaing
Declaration”, which calls for the release of
all political prisoners including Aung San
Suu Kyi and a review of the controversial
provisions of  the 2008 Constitution, would
still not have made it less challenging for
the party to boycott the upcoming election.

However, regrettably, the r egime’s
action has also silenced the voice of the
people, including those from within the NLD
leadership, who genuinely wish to seek
middle ground and prepare to engage with
the junta in order to bring some changes
to the current stalemate. Now that it seems
more prudent to be cynical towards the
regime, we will see more hardliners taking
control of the Burmese political stage,
which is not good for the future of Burma
– not to mention that of Than Shwe and
his generals too.

Like the nervous pilot of a crashing
plan, Than Shwe no longer cares to justify
his actions even in the eyes of his military
establishment. After killing monks and
committing numerous heinous crimes
against his own people, it seems he will
not take any risks. In the coming weeks
his regime will likely condemn Aung San
Suu Kyi to a few years of imprisonment
for breaking her house arrest terms by
accepting the uninvited visit of an American
man and will afterwards issue a statement
through the state-run press that out of
sympathy for her health she will be taken
back to her home and placed under house
arrest instead of being forced to serve out
her sentence in prison.

After a short period in prison, Yettaw
will also likely be released with a clause
“in consideration of bilateral relations
between Burma and the United States.”

The military regime will move on with
its roadmap, and the year 2010 will see
millions of Burmese lifelessly marching to
voting stations. But Burma will remain
unchanged.

Enzo Reale

Last December in China, a potentially
revolutionary document began to spread
through the web. The work of a group of
activists, intellectuals and professionals,
Charter 08 - inspired by a Czechoslovak
dissident’s manifesto during the
Communist era (Charter 77) - is a genuine
statement of principles aimed at
overcoming the current authoritarian
system in China and establishing a liberal
democracy in the country.

Appealing to the universality of human
rights, its authors basically ask for the end
of the single-party regime, the celebration
of free elections, the assertion of the rule
of law, the protection of fundamental
freedoms and a constitutionally guaranteed
separation of powers. But even more
important is the proclaimed purpose to
build around these core principles a civic
movement that could stimulate citizen
participation towards political change.

Obviously the document has been
savagely censored by the regime. But,
thanks to the chances offered by the web,
it succeeded anyway in reaching a wide
audience inside and outside the country:
while initially attracting just three hundred
subscribers, today the number of followers
is close to ten thousand, many of whom
are subjected to interrogation by the
authorities and remain under constant
surveillance.

A few weeks ago the Chinese
government, which officially doesn’t

recognize Charter 08’s existence,
published a “National Action Plan for Human
Rights”, a list of proposed improvements
in the field of civil and social rights to be
implemented over the next two years. It’s
clearly pure propaganda Beijing-style and
it would be naïve to think that such a
bureaucratic plan could instigate real
changes. But it’s still significant that it
occurred just a few months after the
publication of Charter 08, an implicit
confirmation of its political importance.

Promoters of and subscribers to the
declaration have effectively realized a
double achievement: first, they showed
that their statement has succeeded in
breaking the wall of censorship and
silence, becoming a point of reference even
for its opponents; and second, and most
important ly, they ha ve forced the
Communist Party to compete in the field
of human rights.

In Rangoon, the National League for
Democracy (NLD) recently held a national
meeting with the elected representatives
from the 1990 elections and a limited
number of delegates from Burma’s states
and administrative divisions. It was the
fourth time that the main opposition party
had met in a plenary session, with the last
attempt, in 1998, frustrated by preventive
arrests made by the military junta.

The NLD clearly shows the wounds of
twenty years of persecution: its leaders
and many of its activists are imprisoned
or in exile, its offices closed, its territorial
organization disjointed. Still, a few hours

before the meeting, the delegates
themselves weren’t aware of the subjects
they would debate, except for a vague
reference to “matters relevant to the
country.” Under these circumstances a
generational change is needed to continue
the struggle f or democracy. For its part,
the ruling junta could allow this kind of
gathering without any substantial worries.

After two days of debate, the NLD
decided to defer its participation in the
2010 elections, reiterating its call for the
release of political prisoners and the
revision of the constitution “approved” one
year ago. But, perhaps, it would have been
more useful if, following the Charter 08
example in China, NLD representatives had
taken advantage of this rare opportunity
to conceive a statement incorporating a
wider scope of principles intended to
cultivate a broader consensus. A text that,
instead of repeating partial demands
doomed to fall on deaf ears, raised the
level of challenge against the regime with
a political program based on the ideals and
values of classical liberalism and historical
declarations of rights. An anti-totalitarian
Charter 09, inspired by Eastern Europe’s
Velvet Revolutions or other simi lar
experiences and, at the same time, a model
reply to the farcical constitution by which
the generals will pretend to legitimate their
grip on power.

What purpose would such a document
serve? Of course it would not produce a
regime change tomorrow morning, nor
stimulate an answer by a government far

more repressive and paranoid than the
Chinese regime. But certainly it could have
some important consequences from other
points of view.

First of all it would demonstrate that
the NLD and democratic activism in Burma
are able to innovate themselves despite
the persecutions of the regime and produce
an ideal alternative beyond the mere
concept of non-violence, an ideologically
obsolete platform and now more similar
to resignation than civil resistance.

It would also provide a reference point
for the birth of a civic movement involving
a growing number of people, an embryonic
civil society whose absence is today one
of the main obstacles towards Burma’s
liberation and, at the same time, the best
guarantee of survival for the military caste.

Finally, a Charter 09 would compel the
international community to recognize the
new democratic Burmese movement as a
living reality, worthy of material and mor al
support, clearly exposing the hypocrisy of
those who are willing to be fooled by
Naypyitaw’s diplomatic traps.

Unfortunately, however, NLD delegates
did not have time to discuss the Chinese
Charter 08 in their discussions. It’s a pity
because the latest humiliation inflicted on
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi by a ruthless regime
shows once more the need for firm beliefs
and clear vision in the opposition camp.

(Enzo Reale is a freelance journalist.
He writes about Southeast Asian issues for
Italian online newspapers and magazines.

A “Charter 09” for Burma
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arrangement and the diarchy of British
colonial rule has not been made for the
purpose of instigating a popular boycott of
the 2010 election. As was the case in 1937
during the “91 Departments
Administration” in colonial Burma, the
possibility of a government headed by a
genuinely civilian president does exist,
especially following the 2015 election.

In spite of some resemblances
between diarchy and the 2008 Constitution,
there are also differences in the emerging

scenario. Although the ‘third force’ could
be likened with the “Party of 21(colonial-
era legislators)” they are saying they are
not engaged in party politics. In contrast
to the British which did not set up their
own party, today’s military in Burma will.

With a view towards securing the best
possible outcome, some practical advice
can be offered to both the NLD and those
pro-change elements which are loosely
referred to as constituting the ‘thir d force’.
Those Burmese citizens who work under
the banner of the ‘third force’ should form

a political party while the NLD should
maintain a principled stance by not
contesting the elections but continuing its
public relations campaign to better inform
on the principles and position of the part y.

There should be little doubt that Senior
General Than Shwe will attempt to ensure
the post-2010 emergence of a political
arrangement whereby a hand-picked
President and Chief-of-Staff of the Armed
Forces will run the affairs of the country
from Naypyitaw in complete accord with
his diktat and will. Whether or not the

actual landscape of Than Shwe’s choice
emerges post-2010 will be contingent
upon how coordinated, tactical and
strategic the pro-change social forces
conduct themselves.

Lastly, the British instigated a case
against General Aung San for a murder
during the Japanese era. But in the end,
they provided a pardon to General Aung
San as they realized he was an essential
partner for dialogue in Burma’s politics.
Let’s see if today’s military can act on a
similar understanding of political and
national necessity.

Continued From Page 6

- Ghosts and restless spirits are
severely hampering the full recovery of the
Irrawaddy Delta, a year after the area was
hit by the devastating Cyclone Nargis. Now
that the monsoon season is at hand, many
of the survivors of Cyclone Nargis are
growing apprehensive, believing that
thunderstorms are a bad omen.

Originally tens of thousands of
survivors suffered in silence from post-
traumatic stress, grieving and survivor
guilt. Now there has been a shift as the
cyclone survivors are suffering from
severely high anxiety reactions – especially
to rain and wind.

“Single storms and heavy rains in the
past few weeks have triggered increased
anxiety amongst the survivors,” according
to Medecins Sans Frontieres psychologist,
Dr Sylvia Wamser who has spent much of
the past year counselling many of the
survivors in Bogale area, which was
particularly badly hit by gale-force winds.
The anniversary of Nargis is causing many
to relive the tragedy of a year ago.

Although the Delta is now returning to
normal, a year after Nargis, the task of
recovery and reconstruction remains
monumental. Millions of survivors are now
haunted by the memories of that night and
the “ghosts” are there to remind them.

The ghosts of the dead and the missing
usually come when there is no moon and
when the wind picks up, Dr Sylvia Wamser
told Mizzima. “They can hear them walking
along the rice terraces and along the
riverbanks,” she said.

“Some of them cry out: they sound
sad, and others are angry,” said Maung
Maung, an elderly male farmer whose
village, deep in the Delta, was washed
away. He lost most of his f amily, except
his wife and two grandsons. “We are all
frightened when they w ail.”

For millions of survivors, who lost
loved ones and all their possessions, life
can never be the same again. “I cannot
believe what happened,” said a 27-year old
male survivor in the Bogale, in the centre
of the Irrawaddy Delta. “Before Nargis, I
had a happy family and enough income.
My family and all my possessions were all
destroyed in a single night.”

Hla Htay escaped with his family in a
boat, but it was smashed to pieces by the
strong winds and waves. “All my family
members fell into the w ater. My children
were crying and shouting for help, I can
still hear them now,” he said. He lost his
wife and four children that night – only one
son survived the ordeal.

Throughout the delta, the story is the
same – survivors who have lost many of

their loved ones. Nwe Nwe, a 40-year old
woman lost 36 members of her f amily. “I
moved from my village after Nargis,
because I couldn’t bear the memories
there,” she said. “I can’ t eat or sleep, I
don’t dare leave the house. Every night I
have strange and evil dreams — I’m now
afraid of night time.”

Overcoming these deeply-held fears of
ghosts has been a major challenge for
counsellors, like Dr Wamser. “It w as
important to help them understand that
nightmares are normal after such a terrible
incident,” she said. “And its not that y our
loved ones are restless souls wandering
aimlessly around.”

“After the cyclone, I had very strange
dreams about my children,” said thirt y-five-
year-old Kyi Kyi Win, who lost three of her
five children during the height of the
cyclone. “I constantly dream that my
children are asking me to follow them. I
get very scared and I feel like I am in hell.
I went to a fortune teller and he told me
that the children will go to a good place
because they are innocent, but I still get
unusual and strange dreams.”

“When it gets windy I can’t eat anything
and I cannot sleep. It makes me think about
the cyclone and about my dead children
and I can’t stop crying.”

Kyi Kyi now constantly suffers from
headaches and back pain. She also has
trouble concentrating and has lost all
interest in working. “When I think of my
dead children, I just w ant to die,” she said.

Many aid workers say the survivors’
hidden or silent scars from the cyclone are
much harder to heal than providing food
and shelter. “It ’s easy to help the villagers
rebuild their livelihoods – to buy tools,
fertilisers, livestock, fishing nets and boats,
but its much harder to help them repair
their minds so that they can effectively
rebuild their l ives,” said Kaz de Jong, a
psychology expert with MSF who visited

the Delta in the first few weeks after the
cyclone.

The signs of post-traumatic stress are
all too evident, according to aid workers
in the Delta. People are still suffering from
nightmares, limited attention spans,
listlessness, problems concentrating and
loss of appetite. They also complained of
a host of physical symptoms — back
problems, headaches and other pains –
all psychosematic results of trauma.

The key thing is to talk about it – talk
to their neighbours, talk to the monks or
talk to the priests, according to Dr Wamser.
“It’s important to explain to them that there
are alternative explanations —
meteorological and scientific — than simply
Karma to what happened. They need to
understand that there is something they
can do, they are not helpless, they can
control their own destin y,” she said.

Almost a quarter of households in the
cyclone zone have reported signs of deep
psycho-social distress, according to a
recovery plan launched in February by the
United Nations, the Association of South
East Asian Nations (ASEAN) and the
Burmese government. But only 11 percent
have received help,

The International Federation of Red
Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC)
has trained more than 600 volunteers who
make regular home visits in about 600
villages to help survivors cope with their
loss.

MSF was one of the first aid agencies
in Burma to recognise the significant
mental problems Nargis had created. They
have been running counselling sessions in
the Delta from the start of the massive
relief effort. In the past year they have
managed to provide some form of
counselling for more than 60,000 people,
including 3,000 who received intensive
therapy.

“The basis of our success with the

work we have been doing is to teach
patients relaxation techniques and to
encourage them to open up and to talk
about their f eelings,” said Dr Wamser.

“Everyone was saying how resilient the
people of Myanmar are,” said Brian Agland,
country director for the aid agency CARE
in Burma. “While that is true, there are
still people who haven’t gone through the
process of fully grieving and understanding
what happened,” he said.

But in Burma this is an up-hill struggle.
The country’s health system is rudimentary
at best; while mental illness and traumatic
stress issues that are relatively new
concepts to the country’s medical
profession and government administrators.
But they are ones that will have to be
tackled head-on if the survivors are to fully
recover from the affects of the cyclone a
year ago.

“The longer you wait to treat these
psychological problems, the more
complicated the long-term mental health
problems will be,” said Dr Wamser.
“Through relaxation therapy, meditation
and prayer, they can tap into their own
resilience and resources, which will help
them kick-start a pr ocess of getting back
on their own two f eet.”

Psychological support is very important
in coping with major natural disasters,
especially in the long-run, according to the
European-based NGO, MSF. “Mental health
should be part of the initial relief response,
along-side the first food parcels and first-
aid kits,” Sebastien Matte, MSF programme
manager in Burma, told Mizzima.

“Our psycho-social work has offered
people in the Delta the possibility to talk,
express and share their feelings. We hope
they are now better able to understand,
deal with their reactions and so able to
tap into their resources as well as be better
prepared for future disasters.”
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Nyein Chan

May 11  – A seven-year old girl
belonging to Kyaukle village in Maungdaw
Township in Burma’s western Arakan state
was raped on May 7, local residents said.

Local residents said that the minor girl
from Kyaukle village, about six miles from
north of Maungdaw, was raped at about 7
p.m. on the way back to her house after
buying medicines for her ailing father.

“She went to a nearby drug store to
buy medicines for her father. When she
reached the dark corner of a school, she
was gagged and dragged to the nearby
forest by a soldier and raped,” a local
resident from Shwesar block of Maungdaw
told Mizzima.

A relative of the victim, talking to
Mizzima, said a search was conducted
after the girl failed to return home on time.
She was found in the nearby forest, about
300 yards from a school, at about 2 a.m.
(local time).

“When she didn’t come back home on
time, the girl’s family informed their
relatives and then began searching. We
started to search for her at about 10 p.m.
She was found unconscious in the nearby
forest,” the local said.

The girl has been admitted to a
hospital and is under treatment.

“She was admitted to the hospital only
on Friday [a day after the incident] and
was unconscious for about a day. Now she

has regained consciousness and is out of
danger,” a staf f f rom Maungdaw hospital
said.

The girl, after gaining consciousness,
said the perpetrator might have been a
soldier from the nearby garrison engineer’s
unit stationed at the school, a relative told
Mizzima.

Maj. Kyi Aung from Maungdaw
Township, Aungbala village based No. 6
Border Inspection and Command (Na Sa
Ka) visited the scene of the crime and
investigated. But the culprit has not yet
been identified, a source close to border
security forces also known as the Na Sa
Ka said.

“He [the major] visited the school in
Kyaukle village where the soldiers were
stationed on May 10. But he has not been
able to identi fy the culpri t yet”, he said.

The garrison engineer’s unit is from
Sittwe based Garrison Engineer Battalion
and they have been sent to erect border
fencing.

Na Sa Ka’s regional commander told
the girl’s parents not to report the incident
to senior officials and promised to pay
some money for medical expenses and as
compensation, the source close to Na Sa
Ka said.

Bangladesh-based, Burmese news
agency ‘Narinjira’ reported a similar case
which said an army officer raped a girl from
Thri Konbaung village in Maungdaw
Township last month.

Seven year old girl raped in Maungdaw

Myo Thein

May 18  - The Burmese military junta
authorities deployed at least 10,000 police
personnel along with armed soldiers and
pro-junta civilians for the inaugural
ceremony of the National League Cup 2009
soccer tournament.

Rangoon’s Thuwahnah stadium was
packed with soccer fans as the League had
its opening on May 16 with the first leg
between Rangoon United and Zeya Shwe
Myea United.

The opening ceremony was attended

10,000 police deployed at Myanmar
National League opening

by junta’s Prime Minister General Thein
Sein along with several other officials
including the Rangoon division commander.

Security is beefed up inside the stadium
and the roads in front of it were also blocked
since the afternoon.

While authorities relaxed the sale of
mineral water bottles, the crowd was
strangely seen behaving well with not much
throwing of water bottles.

 The opening match was largely a one-
sided game, with Rangoon United scoring
four goals against Zeya Shwe Myea, which
failed to score any goals.

ko Wild o

May 5 – Burmese border authorities
in Tachileik, eastern Shan State, on Monday
arrested a car owned by a Thai citizen and
seized arms and ammunition that are on
the car.

According to local people, authorities
found three guns and ammunition when
they searched a suspicious school ferry car,
(a white Toyota car - l icense plate No.

4346), on Tachileik border bridge while
ferrying back Burmese students who were
attending school in the border town of Mae
Sai in Thailand.

“The Customs and Drug Enforcement
agency stopped the car at 2:15 p.m [local
time]. It was from Thailand and was a
school ferry mini-bus. The driver has been
identified as Suratchai (30). The car ferries
Burmese students in Tachileik attending a
Thai school in Mae Sai. The car enters

Burma daily,” a local in Tachileik who
wished not to be named told Mizzima.

The arms and ammunitions were
hidden in the car’s boot and covered with
a cloth. Among the items seized were a
.38 gun, AK 47 assault rifle and some
ammunitions, a .22 gun with a telescopic
sight, a flak jacket, 300 rounds of .38, 50
rounds of .22 and AK magazine boxes, the
local said.

Another local said he had also head

of the news of arms and ammunitions being
seized from a school ferry car, but his
understanding of the actual time of arrest
was after 4 p.m.

The vehicle and driver are reportedly
being detained in a police station in
Tachileik, while the students tr avelling in
the car were later picked up by their
parents.

A similar case was reported last year
with arms seized under the border bridge.

Arms transported from Thailand seized

May Kyaw

May 7  - One person was killed and
two injured after three armed gunmen
broke into a jewellery shop in the
Yameathin town market in central Burma
and looted gold ornaments on Wednesday.
The gunmen fired eleven rounds.

The three robbers, who came on
motorbikes, burst into the jewelry shop at
about 3:45 p.m. (local time) on Wednesday
and began firing. They looted about 11
kilograms of gold.

The firing killed one man and injured
another two from the shop.

A family member of the jewellery shop
owner said, the gunmen barged into the
shop, located at the corner of Yameathinn
Market and broke the shop’s showcases
and took all the jewel lery.

At the time of the r obbery, there were
three women – Myint Myint Aye, Cho
Pyone, and Phaung Phaung – in the shop.
And when Cho Pyone charged at the
gunman, she was shot in the thigh. Myo
Thant, who is a relative, rushed to her but
he was shot by the gunman on his right
shoulder.

Family members said, the robbers took
300 gold necklaces and bangles and fled
on motorbikes.

The armed robbers ran out of gas and
snatched a motorbike. When the owner of
the bike, an ex-serviceman, tried to stop
them, the robbers shot him. He died
instantly.

Family members said, Cho Pyone has
been taken to Mandalay hospital, while the
relative Myo Thant was moved to
Yameathinn hospital.

A local, who did not want to reveal his
identity, told Mizzima, “The gun seemed
to be a carbine. They had only one gun.
Rumors are spreading that the gun was
one of those that was stolen from the army
in Yezagyo.”

Following the incident, chairman of the
Yameathinn township peace and
development council along with township
police arrived at the spot.

The gold shop known as “Daw Aye Kyi
and Sons” is located in the Yameathinn
market and is run by women.

“In my life time, I have never seen such
a daring robbery,” a 50 year old local man
told Mizzima.

Gunmen loot jewellery store in
central Burma, kill one

May Kyaw

May 4  – It has become difficult to
recall banned fish paste products from the
shelves of shops though the Burmese
military junta banned the products on
finding industrial red chemical dye in it,
which can cause cancer.

The Food and Drug Administration
(FDA) under the Ministry of Health issued
a notice in daily newspapers on May 1
saying that some fish paste brands are
using a red dye called ‘Rhodamine B’ which
is not fit for consumption. But according to
fish paste trading houses it is very difficult
to remove all the banned products from
the market.

“We are recalling all the banned
products from the market. But it’s not
production season so there are only limited
stocks, all of which have already been sent
to the market. Now we are finding it difficult
to remove the products from the shelves,”
an owner of a fish paste trading house in
Rangoon told Mizzima.

Dr. Kyaw Lin, of the FDA, said that
enforcement of this notice will be done only
by local bodies of food and drug supervision
committees formed township-wise. The
local bodies can seize all the banned
products from the market. They can also
give permission again to sell them in the
market.

The FDA issued a notice saying that
79 brands of raw fish paste and fish paste
products out of a total of 101 brands were

found unfit for consumption. Out of these
banned brands, there are 20 brands of
ready-made fish paste products and 59
brands of raw fish paste.

This industrial red chemical dye is
usually used in dyeing of yarns, wool,
woolen clothes, paper and hides. It is also
used as laboratory chemical regents in
pathology labs.

The industrial chemical dye can cause
swelling of gastric and intestinal tracts,
nausea, vomiting and dullness in the
nervous system. Moreover it can cause
cancer in the long run.

Fish paste traders said that the
chemical dye was being used by fish paste
producers as colouring agents for better
colour and they were totally ignorant that
the dye could affect health.

“The fish paste production season is
over. I n the next season, we must tel l them
(producers) not to use the dye and produce
only white coloured products,” ‘Toe Pwa’ a
fish paste trading house owner said.

Though the FDA has announced that
two staple food items for Burmese people
— pickled tea leaves and fish paste - are
found to be contaminated with industrial
chemical dyes and not fit for consumption,
no government action has yet been taken
to stop these products being sold in the
market.

Fish paste is a common item in
Burmese cuisine and it is also the staple
food in prisons, training institutes and for
common people.

Difficult to recall banned fish paste
from market



May 2009 Vol.7   No. 5
page 11 JournalMizzimaThe

Inside Burma

Phanida

May 12  – The local media in Burma
is waiting for permission from the censor
board to report the intrusion into Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi’s  residence by a foreigner
along with his photograph.

The local media reported on it by
quoting the May 6 issue of ‘New Light of
Myanmar’ (NLM) which said John William
Yeattaw swam across the Inya Lake in
Rangoon and intruded into the lakeside villa
of DASSK on May 3. The local media
reported the news only with the facts
mentioned in the NLM along with the news
photograph of the intruder. Now they are
awaiting permission from the censor board
to reproduce the news and news
photographs.

“We submitted the news photograph
also. But we cannot say yet what will be
the outcome. Our news report is the one
mentioned in the NLM and will be ok,” an
editor of a weekly journal who wished not
to be named said.

NLM reported that the intruder stayed
at the residence of detained Nobel Peace
Laureate for two days. He left on May 5
and was arrested on May 6 while he was
swimming across the Inya Lake in
Rangoon.

The local media wants to report the
news but some precautionary media made
self-censorship has held them back.

“We deleted this news ourselves as
part of a self-censorship. How can we
report such sensitive news? If we

reproduce this news knowingly, we wi ll
certainly face the ire of the censor board.
They will censor more news of our
publication and we cannot get any favour
and privilege from them. It’s better not to
report such news if we know they will
certainly censor it,” a r eporter f rom a
weekly journal said.

The NLM reported that over 90 pieces
of Kyat 1,000 denomination Burmese
currency notes, some USD currency notes,
a camera, a folded pliers and a torch light
were found in the possession of the
intruder after arrest.

But the news didn’t mention anything
about the health condition of Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi.

Her family doctor Dr. Tin Myo Win was
not allowed to visit her on May 7 for a
regular medical checkup usually conducted
on the first Thursday of every month.
Moreover he was detained later.

On May 8, Dr. Pyone Moe Ei, the
assistant of Dr. Tin Myo Win, was allowed
to visit DASSK for a medical checkup. The
doctor found DASSK was suffering from
dehydration, hypertension with high blood
pressure and loss of appetite. She was
administered an intravenous drug, the
doctor said.

The authorities denied the doctor’s
request to visit her again the next da y.

Her party, the ‘National League for
Democracy’, called on the junta to r eview
the detention order on their party leader
who is being held beyond the limit
prescribed by the law. But it was rejected.

Local media awaits permission to
print intruder’s photograph

Nem Davies

May 12  – A strong dust storm, laced
with gust y winds struck Mandalay,
damaging a number of billboards.

 The 30-minute duration strong dust
storm struck Mandalay on May 6 and
damaged a lot of billboards, according to
the Mandalay based advertisement
industry.

 “Over 10 billboards erected by us on
35th Street flyover were damaged by the
dust storm. All the billboards were either
uprooted or broken,” Win Bo, an official of
MAG Advertising Company told Mizzima.

 “Some need to be reconstructed
totally and some are repairable. But we
have not yet finished repairing all of them,”
he said.

 “As soon as the storm struck, I visited
and checked all our billboards erected on
35th Street between 78th and 80th Streets.
Over 20 of them wer e destroyed,” Ko Than
Htike, in-charge of Goal Ad Company said.

 Mandalay City Development
Committee (municipal committee) told the
advertising firms to repair all the damaged

billboards situated on busy streets and
markets, overnight.

 But the city municipal committee did
not allow re-erecting the 50’x50' billboard
on 35th Street which fell on nearby power
transmission cables, telephone lines and
lampposts. The extent of damage is
severe.

 “We bought the billboard erection
rights on these locations from the municipal
committee after submitting applications.
Our ad companies suffer whenever
something like this happens. We have to
bear all the expenses but our client
companies spend nothing,” Ko Than Htike
said.

 The storm blew off roofs of buildings
in the downtown area, uprooted trees
which fell on the lampposts leading to
power failure.

 The banyan tree in the north of Mya
Taung monastery was also uprooted, so
fierce was the storm.

 Electricity was restored only in the
afternoon the next da y, Nyi Pu Lay, a local
resident of Mandalay said.

Dust storm damages billboards in
Mandalay

to report this news only from a positive
viewpoint. Now it seems to be pointing out
their negative aspect. It seems likely that
we have to write news reports, without
facts and figures from now on,” a source
said.

The Fishery Sector stands fourth in
export earnings in Burma and the export
target for the 2008-09 financial year is USD
850 million. Even in the post-Nargis
scenario, the fishery products export

business was not affected much. However,
the current global economic slowdown has
hit this fishery sector hard, when it was
just picking up.

Therefore, the department revised its
export target in early 2009, to a more
realistic USD 500 million from the previous
USD 850 million. But the actual export
earnings reached only USD 483.082 million
at the end of the last financial y ear, which
ended in March 2009.

Mungpi

May 20  - In a surprise move,
Burmese authorities on Wednesday
allowed 30 foreign diplomats and ten
journalists into the special court in Insein
Prison, prompting defense counsels of
opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi to
label the proceedings a “half-open court”.

Though the motivation behind
permitting the foreign diplomats and
journalists into the courtroom remains
unclear, Nyan Win, one of the def ense
counsels and spokesperson for the NLD,
said, “We welcome the move, and would
like to see more openness.”

He said authorities on Monday
rejected their appeal to conduct the trial
in an open court but that the admittance
of the diplomats on Wednesday is certainly
an improvement.

After the court session, three
diplomats – a Russian, Thai and
Singaporean – were invited for a special
meeting with Aung San Suu Kyi, Nyan Win
added.

For the ten journalists – five local
representatives of foreign news outlets and
five local journalists – they have to thank
their luck as the authorities selected them
in a lucky-draw.

One of the stringers for a foreign news
outlet who was among the ten journalists
allowed inside the courtroom said he is not
sure whether any journalists would be
allowed in again for the next hearing fixed
for Thursday.

He said they were unable to talk to
Aung San Suu Kyi separately and were
banned from carrying recorders and
cameras. They were only able to talk to
the diplomats, who, like them, were
allowed inside the courtroom.

“Aung San Suu Kyi looks good,
composed and steady. We could see her
but could not talk to her ,” the correspondent
said.

Speedy trial
With the next hearing fixed for May

21, Thursday, Nyan Win said the trial is
being conducted on a day-to-day basis,

indicating the authority’s desire not to
prolong the case.

“We can say that the trial is being
conducted in a speedy manner,” said Nyan
Win, adding that if the trial is being
conducted at this speed, the court could
come to a verdict by three weeks’ time.

He said there are 20 witnesses that
the prosecution has submitted, out of which
eight have thus far been cross examined.

Lesser security apparatus
Nyan Win said, strangely, security

around Insein Prison on Wednesday was
less visible, though the roads remained
blocked with barbwire barricades.

“I did not see many security forces on
our way to Insein, but I think the security
personnel are in plainclothes and are
mostly keeping away from the main road,”
he speculated.

Demand for open court trial
The NLD, Aung San Suu Kyi’s party,

meanwhile issued a statement on
Wednesday demanding public access to the
court.

The party, in its statement, argues that
the junta’s laws permit trials to be
conducted under public scrutiny.

“Plainly, we reject this trial. B ut i f the
trial is to be continued, it should done in
an open court where the people can gain
access,” Win Tin, veteran journalist and
central committee member of the NLD,
told Mizzima.

Meanwhile, a correspondent of a
foreign news service who was allowed
access to the court on Wednesday said it
is good that media personnel were allowed
in but that the junta should think of opening
up the court sti ll further.

“As a citizen of Burma, I would l ike to
see more openness and transparency in
the trial,” he said.

But, he continued, it is uncertain
whether the junta would allow any
diplomats or journalists to enter the court
on Thursday.

“Though there hasn’t been any notice,
I will still wait outside of the prison. Maybe
they will allow us to enter again l ike today,”
he added.

Diplomats and journalists allowed
access to Suu Kyi trial

Daniel Pedersen

May 11  - Rumours that two other sons
of the late Karen National Union stalwart
General Bo Mya, Nerdah and Tu Lu, are
about to engage in talks with Burma’s ruling
military junta have been angrily dispelled
by Nerdah.

 “I mean, where are these rumours
coming from? Are they beginning with
NGOs? Nerdah asked.

 “Is it necessary to organise a meeting
with them all? Perhaps then they might be
satisfied, if I sit down in front of all of them
and directly tell them that I am not
changing sides,” he said, furious at once
again having been questioned as to where
his allegiances lay.

 Rumours that Nerdah and Tu Lu, both
commanders in the KNU’s armed wing, the
Karen National Liberation Army, were
about to defect have been circulating since
last year, when their y oungest brother Tay
Lay travelled to Naypyitaw to discuss
lucrative terms on which to switch  camps.

 He did so early this year, relocating
inside Burma, at the behest of his uncle,
former KNLA Brigadier General Htein
Maung and the shadowy figure “Pastor
Timothy”.

 Htein Maung is alleged to have stolen
money from the KNLA’s Seventh Brigade,

of which he was commander.
 While Burma’s junta, the State Peace

and Development Council, trumpeted Tay
Lay’s defection as a huge blow to their
enemies, senior KNU figures have played
down its significance.

 Some executive office holders said he
was not even a particularly valuable
soldier, never having undergone basic
training.

 Nerdah, a KNLA Colonel, said the
persistent rumours were undermining the
Karen struggle and he would do everything
in his power to discount them.

 He said he questioned the motivation
of some NGOs, who appeared intent on
fomenting rumours of dissension.

 “With the enemy so close, this is not
what we need, surely that is obvious to
anyone,” he said.

 “It is absurd to think the SPDC can be
negotiated with in any manner,” he said.

 “I n whose interests would it be then,”
Nerdah asked rhetorically, “to continuously
question KNLA commanders’ alliances?”

 The KNU leadership harbours deep
concerns about some NGOs operating in
the Karen theatre of war, suggesting they
are doing their best to undermine and
isolate them from their ethnic minority
allies.

KNLA commander lashes out at
‘rumour mongers’
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May 22  – Two persons were
arrested by the police in Tachileik
for being in possession of Kyat
1,000 denomination counterfeit
currency notes.

The police arrested Sai Khun
Nwan and Sai San Shwe hailing
from Seinwi Township, Northern
Shan State with 2,000 pieces of
Kyat 1,000 denomination
counterfeit currency notes while
they were staying in Sandarlin
guesthouse in Wankaung Ward,
Tachileik town across the Thai-
Burma border at about midnight
on May 18.

The editor of the Thai based
SHAN news agency Khun Sai said

that the counterfeit currency notes
were found while the police were
checking the guesthouses in the
town. “The quality of the
counterfeit currency is poor,” he
added.

Sai Khun Nwan stays in
Chiang Mai, northern Thailand

and the counterfeit notes were
believed to have been produced
in Thailand.

A police officer from Tachileik
police station confirmed the arrest
of the two suspects. They are
being held in police custody at the
Tachileik police station.

Two arrested with fake Burmese currency

Solomon

May 22  – The United Wa
State Army, one of Burma’s
strongest ethnic armed rebel
groups, which had a ceasefire
agreement with the ruling junta,
has said they will not reform their
army, as suggested by the junta,
but would continue with their
struggle.

An official of the UWSA, who
is not authorized to speak to the
press, on condition of anonymity
told Mizzima, on Friday, that the
decision to keep their Army under
their control came after a meeting
on May 19.

“We have decided that we
cannot allow our army to be
under the Junta’s control,
because it is impossible for us.
All the members rejected the
idea,” the of ficial said.

The decision came after
Burma’s ruling junta in late April,
proposed to the UWSA along with
several other ceasefire armed
groups to hand over the
administration of their Arm y.

Junta’s head of Military
Affairs Security (MAS) Lt-Gen Ye
Myint on April 28 met a delegation
of the UWSA in Tang Yan in
eastern Shan State.  He also met
other groups, including Shan State
Army-North (SSA-N), the
Myanmar National Democratic
Allied Army (MNDAA) and the
National Democratic Allied Army
(NDAA).

Similarly, Commander of the
Northern Military Command, Maj-
Gen Soe Win also met the Kachin
Independent Organization/Army
(KIO/A) and New Democratic
Army-Kachin (NDA-K) on the
same issue in Myitkyina, capital
of Kachin state in northern Burma.

During the meeting, the
Junta’s officials proposed that the
ceasefire groups should turn their
army into a ‘Border Guard’ force
and hand over the administration
of their Army to them. The junta’s
guidelines for the proposed
Border Guard would reduce the

number of soldiers in a battalion
to 326, out of which 30, would be
Burmese soldiers.

Even as the junta’s proposal
seems to have softened from
what was earlier rumoured as
disarming the ceasefire groups,
the UWSA said they could not
accept the proposal and the group
would continue managing their
own army.

However, the of ficial said they
had not made any official reply to
the junta and were planning to
inform them soon.

“We are preparing to send an
official letter to them [junta] about
our decision,” he said.

The official added that they
had no problems with changing
their group’s name but reforming
the army structure was
impossible, as it would prove
meaningless after their decades’
long struggle.

The UWSA had signed a
ceasefire agreement with the
junta in 1989 and in recent years
has faced increasing pressure
from the junta, which has
pressurized them to give up
armed struggle.

“We are expecting more
pressure from the junta after our
decision, nobody wants to fight,
we hope we can solve our
differences peacefully,” the of ficial
said.

Meanwhile, another major

UWSA turns down junta’s ‘Border Guard”
proposal

ceasefire group, the KIO said they
had met among themselves and
with the people in Laiza town, a
Sino-Burmese border town,
under KIO control, from May 11
to 14 and again met the military
junta on May 20-21, but had not
yet decided on the junta’s
proposal.

Aung Kyaw Zaw, a Sino-
Burmese border based analyst
said, most ceasefire groups are
likely to reject the junta’s proposal
of reforming their arm y.

“UWSA rejected it as it is
unacceptable to them and it is so
for many other groups. But there
may be some groups, which might
want to accept it,” said Aung Kyaw
Zaw.

“The junta might have
already known that most groups
would reject their proposal, but
they wanted to try their luck to
see if there were any groups that
would accept it,” he added.

He said a few armed groups
like the Democratic Karen
Buddhist Army (DKBA), a splinter
group of the Karen National Union
(KNU), which have been closely
following the junta’s orders, might
accept the proposal.

Though there might be
pressure from the junta on the
armed groups, it is unlikely to turn
into f resh hostility, as the junta
wants to concentrate on their
proposed elections of 2010.

Mungpi
May 4  - Military-ruled Burma has set up medical checkpoints at

its International airports in a step to prevent travellers carrying the
deadly Swine influenza virus into the country .

Burma’s state-run newspaper, New Light of Myanmar, on Sunday
and Monday carried pictures of medical staffs carrying out medical
checks on travellers at Rangoon and Mandalay International Airports.

Following an outbreak of the Swine Flu in Mexico and parts of
the United States, Burma’s health ministry told Mizzima that it is
releasing a warning and are getting ready to check at international
airports.

Despite the government’s response, Dr. Voravit Suwanvanichkij,
a research associate at the Center for Public Health & Human Rights
at the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health, said
preventive measures at the airports alone are insufficient as the
disease could still find its way into the country through other entry
points.

Most travel from and into Burma, which has at least 2 million of
its citizens in neighbouring Thailand as migrant workers, is not via
the country’s airports, and the country also shares porous boundaries
with China, India, Bangladesh, Laos and Thailand.

Dr. Voravit, who is based in Thailand, said placing checkpoints at
international airports alone cannot effectively ensure that no travellers
would come in with influenza disease. It also requires a proper public
health system which can immediately detect an outbreak of disease
and institute timely preventive measures to prevent further spread.

“A proper public health system is almost non-existent in Burma,”
said Dr. Voravit, who has visited the country a number of times and
has been closely following the health care system of Burma, adding
that it could be disastrous if the flu finds its way into Burma.

He added that the likelihood of this outbreak of Swine flu reaching
Burma is relatively small, compared to others in the region, given its
isolation.

“But the flip side is that Burma does not have a health care system,
so if there is an outbreak in Burma, it would likely be quite extensive
and quite late before it is recognized and control measures are
implemented,” Dr. Voravit said.

The Swine Flu, technically known as A/H1N1, has symptoms
similar to many other diseases endemic to Burma, symptoms that
are non-specific.  Adequate laboratory and personnel are needed in
order for early detection and diagnosis, which remains lacking in
Burma.

Added Dr. Voravit, al though a potential outbr eak of Swine flu is a
big concern in Burma, it should not detract from preventable diseases
such as malaria and tuberculosis, which continues to be major causes
of death and disability in Burma.

“we can focus on Swine flu or influenza but at the end of the da y,
Burma’s health care system can’t even cope with preventable diseases
that has been plaguing Burma for decades, especially in rural areas
of the country,” he said.

Though there are low direct contacts with Burma and the
countries that have an outbreak of Swine Flu, it is not impossible that
the disease would not reach Burma as it has been reported of detecting
the disease in Asia.

He said, the likelihood of swine flu spreading to other countries
in the Southeast Asia is much bigger than Burma, because many
countries, including Thailand and Singapore, in the region are much
more connected to the international communi ty.

“In this regard Burma is a little shielded from that [Swine flu].
But on the other hand, once it [Swine flu] gets established in this
region and if we are to find this disease enter into Asean, then Burma
can be vulnerable,” said Dr. Voravit, r eferring to the 10-nation
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean), of which Burma is a
member.

“Of course once it [Swine flu] gets Burma, the disease spreading
out of contr ol is very big, given that publ ic health system is marginal,”
he added.

According to the United Nations World Health Organization, on
Monday there is an estimate of 1,003 cases of H1N1 virus found in
twenty countries across the globe.

The Burmese military government’s annual expenditure on health
is estimated to be only at USD 0.70 per person, which is one of the
lowest in the world. WHO in 2000, rank Burma’s health system at 190
out the total of 191 countries, only outperforming Sierra Leone.

Weak public health care, invitation
to disaster: Medical expert


