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Assam Rifles ordered
to move closer to Burma border
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Aung San Suu Kyi in rare press appearance

October 21  -  The Burmese
military has brought in three
warships at its border town of
Maungdaw, amidst reports of
escalating tension between
Bangladesh and Burma over their
long-standing maritime dispute.

The medium and small sized
warships have been stationed since
October 19, on the Sai Tin River,
east of Maungdaw town and about
20 miles southeast of the
Bangladesh-Burma border, a local
resident as well as sources of the
military based on the border said.

The warships number 110,
308 and 552 of the Sittwe and
Danyawaddy Navy Bases have
come from Sittwe through the
Mayu River and have finally been

positioned on the Sai Tin River
near Maungdaw town.

Local eyewitnesses said, the
ships had artillery in the front and
rear and had a crew of about 60
each.

However, sources said, three
warships that were earlier
positioned near the disputed
maritime zones have returned
and are now being stationed
between Sittwe and Yathethaung.

Since the beginning of
October, both B urma and
Bangladesh have reinforced
military and navy forces along the
land border and marit ime
borders. But, neither country had
officially announced the reason
for the increased security.

Burma stations three
warships along Bangladesh border

Burmese opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi arriving at the
Dusit Innya Lake Hotel for a meeting with Kurt Campbell, US
Assistant Secretary of State, led high level representatives on
Wednesday. Photo – Mizzima.

Mungpi

November 04 - Detained
opposition leader Aung San Suu
Kyi met visiting US diplomats for
over an hour and also made a rare
appearance for the press for a
photo shoot at the Innya Lake
Hotel.

“We were able to take
photographs of Daw Suu as she
arrived at the hotel, for the
meeting,” a local journal ist in
Rangoon said.

The meeting, which began at
midday, was organized by the US
embassy in Rangoon. On Tuesday,
the embassy informed Mizzima
that journalists would be allowed
to take photographs of Aung San
Suu Kyi and the visiting US
Assistant Secretary of State, Kurt
Campbell and Deputy Scot Marciel.

The Burmese Nobel Peace
Laureate, who in August was
sentenced to yet another 18
months of house arrest, has rarely
been allowed to appear before the
press.

“She looks fine but she did not
speak to the press. We all took her
pictures. The atmosphere seemed
to be quite relaxed,” the journal ist
told Mizzima.

Details of the meeting are still
not known.

Meanwhile, the National
League for Democracy, Aung San
Suu Kyi’s party, said they are
waiting for the US diplomats to
visit them at their office. And
expect to start the meeting by
2:30 p.m. (local time).

Similarly, the spokesperson
of the National Unity Party (NUP),
a political party backed by former
military dictator General Ne Win,
also said they have been
informed that the US diplomats
would be visiting their office to
hold a meeting later on
Wednesday.

Han Shwe, a central
committee member of the NUP
told Mizzima that five central
committee members will meet
the US diplomats but declined to
give details of the agenda that
they would like to take up during
the meeting.

Campbell and Scot on
Wednesday morning met Burmese
Prime Minister Thein Sein at the new
jungle capital of Naypyitaw, where
they spent the night. They also met
several other junta officials on
Tuesday.

The visiting US officials are
scheduled to brief the press at
Rangoon international airport in the
evening before wrapping up their two-
day visit to the Southeast Asian nation.

  19 October - The Indian
Ministry of Home Affairs has
directed the Assam Rifles, a
paramilitary force based in the
North-eastern region, to move
closer to the India-Burma border
and to intensify operations in
curbing illegal activities, including
insurgency along the border, Indian
media reported on Sunday.

In a report on Sunday, the
Press Trust of I ndia (PTI), said the

Assam Rifles, which was recently
stationed about 40 kilometres
from the international boundary
of India and Burma, has been
directed by  the Home Ministry
to move closer to the porous
1,631 km-long border with Burma
to prevent cross-border activities
including militancy, drugs and
arms trafficking.

“We have directed the
Assam Rifles to deploy forces
closer to the border to stop

Burma's Nuclear Ambitions:
Open letter to world leaders
from Burmese Army officers.
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 As the saying goes
“Silence is Golden”. I ndia’s
policy of maintaining her
silence over events unfolding
in its eastern neighbouring
country seems to have finally
paid off as the Burmese
military generals rolled out the
red carpet for the visiting
Indian Army Chief.
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Silence is Golden:
Has India’s silence
finally paid-off?
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October 19 –  A veteran politician
Thakhin Tin Mya is of the opinion that
elections in Burma in 2010 would help the
country embark on a new political path.

Speaking at a function organized for
his book launch in Rangoon on October 18,
the controversial politician Thakhin Tin
Mya, a former communist, reiterated that
local players and entities were more crucial
than outside forces to help resolve Burma’s
political impasse.

“This will be a guided democracy
initially, which is better than nothing, ” he
said, urging local politicians to seek a
unified approach to development.

However, Thakhin Tin Mya (85)
avoided talking about the role of many local
politicians, now in detention, including
democracy icon Aung San Suu Kyi.

He said external forces and pressures
cannot usher in political change to the

impoverished Southeast Asian nation. He
was critical of economic sanctions imposed
by some western nations.

“Sanctions cannot bring changes,” the
politician said.

Meanwhile, Aung San Suu Kyi, leader
of the National League for Democracy, has
offered the junta to help lift sanctions
against the military regime.

Thakhin Tin Mya also said NLD was
expected to contest the 2010 elections, and
warned that the party would go out of the
realms of politics if it refused to do so.

“It had said it would not contest the
elections but changed its attitude,” he said.

He said the Obama administration’s
new Burma policy would have an impact
on political change in Burma but it would
not be a determining f actor.

The book-launching ceremony was
attended by about 50 people including
journalists and writers.

Tin Mya was an adviser to former
dictator Gen. Ne Win’s Burma Socialist
Programme Party but ousted from BSPP in
1977. Then he became a member of the
Central Executive Committee of the
National League for Democracy when it
was founded. He was arrested a year later
by Military Intelligence and sentenced to
20 years in prison but released in 1993.
He criticized party leader Aung San Suu
Kyi during his detention.

He announced his retirement from
politics after he was released from prison
but he resurfaced with his support to the
military junta’s 2010 election in the recent
past.

Tin Mya optimistic about 2010
elections

Moe Thu

October 24  – The China National
Offshore Oil Corporation (CNOOC) will
expand its operations in Burma, christening
three new drilling wells off the gulf of
Martaban, according to an informed source
within the energy sector.

The corporation, China’s third largest
national oil company, wi ll undertake
exploration from November 1st to
December 31st, investing more than US$40
million in the process, the source added.

The operation is located at an offshore
block named M-10, bordering to the south
of the M-12 and M-13 blocks, site of the
Yetagon natural gas field, and to the east
of M-9, a commercially viable gas deposit
uncovered by Thailand’s PTTEP.

The source said a similar well was

Chinese energy firm to expand
exploration

drilled at the same block in early last year
but, while finding a gas deposit, was
deemed not commercially feasible.

CNOOC is one of the major investors
in Burma’s oil and gas sector, operating in
five onshore and offshore blocks.

So far, four Chinese oil companies –
SNOPEC, China National Petroleum
Corporation (CNPC), CNOOC and Chinnery
Assets – are active in a total of ten onshore
and offshore blocks in Burma.

According to official figures, as of
March 31, 2009, China has invested $1.33
bil l ion into Burma’s economy and
infrastructure, with the oil and gas sector
placing third in the list with investment of
$124 million dollars – while the mining
sector ranks as the most prominent target
of Chinese development funds, claiming
some $866 million dollars of the sum.

November 02 –  Burmese junta
supremo Snr. Gen Than Shwe embarked
on a visit to regions of the Irrawaddy delta,
which had been devastated by Cyclone
Nargis, sources in the mil i tary
establishment said.

The trip was postponed earlier. Snr
Gen Than Shwe had in October planned to
visit the Irrawaddy delta to boost the
morale of victims of Cyclone Nargis, which
lashed the country on May 2 and 3 2008.
He is to inaugurate cyclone shelters in
Pyapone district, but had abruptly
postponed his visit.

The junta chief left from Rangoon and

is expected to arrive in Pyapone town by
lunch time, sources said.

His visit, after the postponement, has
remained cloaked in secrecy. Sources said
even officials accompanying him were not
in the know until October 30.

At least 140,000 people died or went
missing and another 2.4 million lives were
devastated by Cyclone Nargis, which hit
Irrawaddy delta and Rangoon division in
full fury last May.

Last month, Than Shwe’s wife, Daw
Kyaing Kyaing, who largely resides in
Rangoon, despite the seat of power shifting
to Naypyitaw in November 2005, is said to
have been hospitalized for an unspecified
illness.

Meanwhile, Burma is expected to
receive United States Assistant Secretary
Kurt Campbell and US ambassador to
Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) Scot Marciel.

The visiting US officials are unlikely to
meet Burma’s military chief Than Shwe,
because he has already embarked on a
trip to the delta, according to military
sources.

Junta supremo visits Cyclone Nargis
devastated deltaActor Kyaw Thu to defy court

summons again

Kyaw Kha

November 03  – A defiant Free
Funeral Service Association Chairman
Actor Kyaw Thu has made it clear that
he would not appear before the South
Dagon Township court even if summoned
again.

He pointed out that the court is trying
to put the association on trial even
though the stages of indictment and
opening of the case is yet to be reached.

“The South Dagon Township court
judges said that they could not indict us
as I didn’t appear before the court. So
they could not start the case and there
is no mistake on our part. If summoned
again I am unl ikely to appear, as I have
no spare time,” Kyaw Thu told Mizzima.

The summons on October 29
directed the accused to appear before
the South Dagon court for occupying the
building, without the permission of the

civic body.
Despi te having appl ied for

permission long ago the municipality did
not give the green signal because the
association refused to arrange for
drainage in front of the building, Kyaw
Thu said. The adjacent building owners
were not asked to arrange for drainage,
so the association’s lone drainage pit
would become a pool of stagnant water.

“Having the drainage will make no
difference as there is no overflow in front
of our bui lding. Our waste water
drainage from our office and clinic is
connected to the Ngamoeyeik creek.
There is no stagnant pool on the road
outside our office,” he clari fied.

Moreover, the North Dagon civic body
tried to drag them to the South Dagon
court rather than the North Dagon court.
Kyaw Thu feels this is to harass them.

The Free Funeral Service Association
was set up by Kyaw Thu and like-minded
well wishers in January 2001. They
provide free funeral service to people
irrespective of race and creed. Later they
added a free clinic.

Initially, they operated the charity
from Brahma Vihara monastery in
Thingangyun Township and then shifted
to North Dagon Township office on 19 July
(Martyr’s Day) this year.

The association can cremate an
average of 50 bodies and provide free
treatment to about 200 patients dai ly.

Actor Kyaw Thu offered alms food
to protesting monks during the 2007
September protests along with comedian
Zarganar among others, when the monks
chanted Metta Sutra peacefu l ly.
Following this the junta banned him from
performing.              (edited by Ko Wai)

Moe Thu

November 03  – The whereabouts
of poet Khant Min Htet, also the layout
designer of Rangoon based Ahlinkar
Wutyee Journal, picked up by the police
about two weeks ago from his home, is
still not known, his family said.

The Special Branch (SB) of the police
arrested him on October 22 from his home
in Thaketa Township. Four days after his
arrest, a four-member SB team came to
his home again and searched his house.
They seized some CDs from his home and
a computer hard disk from his journal
office.

“They just said that they are taking him
for questioning but we still do not know

Arrested poet Khant Min Htet
untraceable

his whereabouts. The family is terribly
worried,” f ather of Khant Min Htet and
Padauk Pwint Thit Editor-in-Chief Maung
Sein Ni told Mizzima.

His family felt his arrest has something
to do with politics but the authorities did
not disclose anything about it, his family
said.

The Thailand based ‘Association for
Assistance to Political Prisoners-Burma’
(AAPP-B) said that at least 41 political
activists including members of the Cyclone
Nargis volunteer relief workers group ‘Lin
Let Kye’ were arrested in Rangoon last
month.

                  (Edi ted by Ye Yint Aung)

Thakhin Tin MyaThakhin Tin Mya

Actor Kyaw ThuActor Kyaw Thu
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India and Burma have maintained
military-to-military relations aimed at
increasing cooperation between the two
armies in dealing with issues including
border security, drug and insurgency. The
37th biannual meeting was held in Kalemyo
of Sagaing division of Northwest Burma in
late August.

Sources along the border said, Indian
rebel groups including the United National
Liberated Front (UNLF), have long set up
base in several areas in Western Sagaing
division and Chin State. Both are
contiguous to I ndian states of Manipur,
Nagaland, Arunachal Pradesh and
Mizoram.

Several high-ranking members of the
insurgent groups are also into business
ventures including gun running and drug
smuggling, in a nexus with local Burmese
officials, the source said.

Sources said, though Indian rebels
have long been based in Burma, their
presence and freedom in renting houses
and running business enterprises was
further exposed by an incident in December
2008, where a Manipuri rebel was killed
in his rented house in the border town of
Kalemyo in northwest Sagaing division.

Sources, who request anonymity, in
the area told Mizzima that the man was
shot dead by a fellow Manipuri, who was
also believed to be a member of a rebel
group.

India, at various levels of their meeting
with Burmese officials, had repeatedly
sought cooperation in flushing out
northeast rebels from the neighbouring
soil.

The GOC, during the press interaction,
did not rule out launching a major
operation with the cooperation of the
Burmese authorities to flush out the rebels
of the northeast in Burma.

Mungpi

October  19 – A senior Indian Army
officer has been quoted by the Indian
media as saying that north-eastern rebels
are setting up base camps in Burmese
terri tory, some of them wi th the sanction
of local authorities.

Lt Gen NK Singh, General Officer
Commanding (GOC) of the 3rd Corps based
in Rangapahar Military Station in Nagaland
in Northeast India on Thursday said Indian
rebels have different kinds of camps -
transit camps, permanent camps and
training camps in neighbouring Burma.

NK Singh, during a press interaction,
told journalists that some of the rebel
groups’ camps have been set up with
permission of the local authorities,
according to the Manipur-based Hueiyen
News Service.

The GOC, however, said the I ndian
Army has brought the issue to the notice
of various levels of the Burmese authorities
and that they have been very “supportive
and cooperative.”

Junta allows Indian rebels to set up
base: GOC Indian Army

Mizoram government urged to curb
influx of foreigners

Lt Gen NK Singh,

Salai Pi Pi

October 22  – The Young Mizo
Association (YMA), a social organisation
in India’s North-eastern state of Mizoram
has urged the state government to strictly
curb influx of foreigners from neighbouring
countries, including Burma.

The YMA, an influential youth
organization into social activities in
Mizoram state, in its 64th General
Conference held in Darlawn in Aizawl,
discussed threadbare the issue of
foreigners. It called on the state
government to fully implement the law
dealing with foreigners staying in the state,
the meeting resolution posted on the YMA
website said.

“The conference is still on and they
urged the government to take action on
not only foreigners but also people coming
in from neighbouring states in I ndia,” a
Burmese living in Aizawl told Mizzima.

The YMA in its resolution said its
Central Executive Committee (CEC) is
willing to help the government, if called
on to do so.

The YMA central office in Aizawl could
not be contacted on Thursday for
comment.

Meanwhile, the YMA is also conducting
a survey, bordering on a census, on the
population of Burmese nationals, including
ethnic Chin living in Mizoram, which shares
a 404-kilometer border with contiguous
Chin State in western Burma.

The survey, launched in June, is
complete in about 173 out of 772 YMA
branches across the state and has listed
6375 Burmese so far, according to a local
online news group, The Zozam Times.

While various non-governmental
organisations (NGOs) estimate the number
of Burmese living in Mizoram to be
somewhere between 50,000 to 60,000,
there has so far been no extensive census.

While the motive behind the survey is
still not clear, Burmese living in the state
believe that it could be a move to identify
the Burmese from among the locals.

“By tracking the exact location and

number of people, the Mizo community can
easily identify and target the Burmese in
Mizoram, whenever they want to crack
down on foreigners,” a Burmese living in
Aizawl said.

Burmese nationals constitute the
majority of migrants in Mizoram, which
shares borders with Burma and also shares
state borders with other North-eastern
states of Assam, Manipur and Tripura. The
state is also home to a number of
Bangladeshis.

Some Burmese are of the opinion that
the survey could be the YMA’s reaction to
a report released earlier this year by the
New York-based Human Rights Watch.

The HRW, in i ts report ti tled “We are
like forgotten people”, spoke at length
about Chin ethnics suffering under military
rule, forcing them to flee from their homes
to Mizoram. It also said the Chin’s further
endure hostile treatment by their host,
particularly mentioning the YMA as an
organisation that is hostile towards Chins.

The YMA, however, denied the report
saying it does not reflect the true situation
and taints the image of Mizo’s. The YMA
said, the Mizo community has supported
the Burmese, particularly the Chin people
and allowed them to stay in their state.

The YMA also held a meeting with
over 23 Chin organizations based in
Mizoram and accused the Chin leaders of
providing false information to the HRW and
demanded that they refute the report.

Salai Pi Pi

October 07 –  A veteran Burmese
politician on Wednesday appreciated
Switzerland’s commitment to support the
United Nations arms embargo on Burma’s
military regime, even as campaigners seek
to shore up a global consensus to overcome
opposition by Russia and China at the
Security Council.

Switzerland on Monday in a statement
said it supports a global arms embargo
against Burma’s military rulers and called
on all nations to stop exporting armaments
to the regime.

Win Tin, a central executive committee
member of Burma’s opposition party – the
National League for Democracy – echoed
Switzerland’s stand saying “Global arms
embargo is the best punishment for the
ruling regime as it does not impact the
people but has a lot of ef fect on the junta.”

“By having an arms embargo, the
people lose nothing but the regime will lose
bullets or weapons to suppress the people,”
he added.

But he said, he feared that the
campaign for a global arms embargo might
not be able to overcome the Burmese
junta’s allies Russia and China at the UN
Security Council, as the two veto wielding
countries had earlier blocked a UNSC
resolution on Burma in January 2007.

Switzerland, which had introduced an
arms embargo on Burma in October 2000,
on Monday became the 31st country to join
campaigners call to support a global arms

Campaigners demand global arms
embargo against Burma

embargo on Burma.
The embargo is in keeping with the

European Union sanctions against Burma and
is being periodically updated, said the
statement but called on other countries to stop
exporting arms to Burma as only a common
action could be effective.

“Thus, Switzerland would welcome and
support a coordinated initiative by the
European Union and the US at the UN level to
stop arms exports to Myanmar [Burma],” the
statement said.

Burma Campaign UK said it is working
with other campaign groups in building a
global consensus on arms embargo on
Burma.

Mark Farmaner, Director of the Burma
Campaign UK said, despite the US and EU
arms embargo, several countries including
China, Russia, India, and Israel are continuing
to export armaments to the Burmese regime,
who use the weapons to crackdown on
dissidents.

But Farmaner said the campaign has
gained much support though there is still fear
that Russia and China would oppose any move
at the UNSC to adopt an arms embargo.

“They are going to be the big problem.
The only way we can persuade China and
Russia not to use veto is to isolate them as
the only countries against arms embargo,”
Farmaner said.

But he also stressed that in pushing the
Burmese regime to implement change, every
possible pressure including political, economic
and prosecution for crime against humanity,
need to be used.

November 09 -  In the event of political
progress in Burma, Japan will enhance aid
to the country, according to Japanese
Prime Minister in a regional summit in
Tokyo.

The Japanese Prime Minister, Yukio
Hatoyama told Burmese Prime Minister

Thein Sein at the Japan-Mekong summit
meeting in Tokyo from November 5 to 7,
that it is important that Aung San Suu Kyi
and other political prisoners be released
before Burma’s general elections in 2010,
which should have participation of all
political parties.

A Japanese Foreign Ministry official
said at a press conference that the meeting
presented a unique opportunity for Japan
to have high-level talks with Burma.

“We need to continue to encourage the
Burmese government to take positive steps
in the process of democratization,” he said.

The US administration has recently
scaled down its tough stance towards
Burma for an engagement policy, with
senior US diplomats visiting last week.

“Their approach is now coming closer
to Japan’s policy,” which f avours dialogue,
the official said, according to a report in
the Thai News Agency website on Sunday.

The Japanese premier added that with
the recent political progress being made;
including dialogue between the Burmese
junta and the Nobel Peace Laureate, Japan
would expand humanitarian and human
resources assistance to Burma.

The comment came during the 1st
Mekong-Japan Summit in Tokyo, which is
expected to strengthen relations between

Japan to enhance cooperation with
Burma and Mekong countries

Usa Pichai

Continued on Page 11

Japanese Prime Minister Yukio Hatoyama
and Burmese Prime Minister Thein Sein
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Over 300 Australian women
express support for Suu Kyi

Salai Pi Pi

27 October -  Over 300 Australian
women, including the wife of the country’s
Prime Minister and those of Opposition
leaders, assembled outside the Opera
House in Sydney on Tuesday to express
their support for Burma’s democracy
movement led by Nobel Peace Laureate
Aung San Suu Kyi.

With support from Australian Prime
Minister Kevin Rudd, Federal Member of
Page, Janelle Anne Saffin organized the
show of solidarity under the banner of
‘Gather for Democracy, Stand f or
Freedom’, which br ought together
Australian women in support of Aung San
Suu Kyi.

Saffin said the event was organised
“In order to strengthen support and
solidarity for Aung San Suu Kyi, who leads
the struggle for freedom and democracy
in Burma.”

“It was to show support of the
Australian community and all levels of
society including the highest level with the
wife of the Australian PM and those of
opposition leaders.”

Along with the Prime Minister’s wife
Rein and Federal Opposition leader’s wife
Turnbul l, several Australian women
ranging from well-known authors to high
school students and Australian-Burmese
women activists, joined the event.

“They spoke about Burma, Aung San
Suu Kyi and how the people are suffering,”
Joel Betts, director of Won Group told
Mizzima on Tuesday.

Betts said the event is also a response

to Aung San Suu Kyi’s request to Janelle
Saffin, which the Burmese Nobel Peace
Laureate made during a rare meeting with
Saffin in Burma in 2002.

Saffin said, during her meeting with
Aung San Suu Kyi, the Burmese pro-
democracy leader had requested “Please
use your liberty to help pr omote ours.”

“We have gathered here to show our
support and admiration for a truly
courageous woman and for the struggle
of the people who deserve the right to
determine their own future and choose
their own leaders,” Rein, the Australian
Prime Minister’s wife said.

Janelle Saffin recently introduced a
Private Members Motion at the Federal
Parliament, giving Members of Parliament
the opportunity to debate on the ongoing
human rights and humanitarian crisis in
Burma.

In October 2007, Australia imposed
targeted sanctions including an arms
embargo on the Burmese regime and also
imposed restr ict ions on f inancial
transactions and travel to Australia by
members of the Burmese junta and their
associates.

Saff in urged the Austral ian
government to continue providing greater
humanitarian assistance in order to help
the Burmese people, while maintaining
sanctions on the regime.

“The [Australian] government should
also continue to work with the U.S,
Canada and talk with ASEAN [Association
of Southeast Asian Nations], Japan and
China to help the people in Burma,” she
added.

Salai Pi Pi

November 02 -  The World Health
Organization’s (WHO) office in India on
Saturday wrapped up six days of Ayurveda
training for Burmese experts in traditional
medicine in Varanasi in the state of Uttar
Pradesh.

Professor KN Dwivedi, Head of the
Dravyagun Department of the Institute of
Medical Science of Banaras Hindu University
(BHU) in Varanasi told Mizzima that the
Ayurveda training was from October 26 to
31, and was attended by five Burmese
traditional medicine experts.

“They [Burmese experts] came here to
learn about various aspects of Indian
indigenous medicines so that they can
develop their own Burmese indigenous
medicines,” Dwivedi said.

Dwivedi said faculties from the
department provided subjects on the
methodology of references in Ayurveda and
in the field of herbal and herbo-mineral
drugs.

Aung Win, Rector of the University of
Traditional Medicine in Mandalay, Burma’s
second largest city, was among the five
experts attending the training, Dwivedi
added.

“Aung Win and other of ficials are very
impressed with such development in

Training in Ayurveda for Burmese
experts in India

Institute of Medical Science of Banaras Hindu University (BHU)

Ayurvedic medicines adopted by India,” said
Dwivedi, adding that they planned to discuss
with the Health Ministry of Burma to send
more experts and students to India for
training on standardization and up gradation
of traditional medicines.

According to the Burmese Health
Ministry in WHO’s report in 2006, Burmese
Traditional Medicine, is widely practiced by
the majority in Burma partly as a supplement
and an alternative to modern medicine.

The report compiled by the Health
Ministry of Burma said, Burmese Traditional
Medicine originated from neighbouring
countries including India’s traditional
medicine system. Later, it was enriched by
Burmese tradition and adaptation.

In 2008, the Burmese military regime
set up a national herbal park in Burma’s
new capital of Naypyitaw to grow herbal
and other medicinal plants.

The military government, in 2002, set
up a University of Traditional Medicine in
Mandalay.

According to WHO’s report, there are
over 1,000 private traditional medicine
manufacturers, which produce different
varieties of traditional drugs in Burma in
keeping with the Traditional Drug Law
promulgated in 1996.

Dwivedi said there is a large potential
market for herbal drugs in Burma.

Salai Pi Pi

October 23 -  Leaders of Southeast
Asian nations on Friday inaugurated a new
regional human rights body as they kicked
off the meeting at the 15th ASEAN summit
in Hua Hin, Thailand.

The heads of the government of
ASEAN on Friday announced the ‘Cha-am-
Hua Hin Declaration on the Inauguration
of the ASEAN Intergovernmental
Commission on Human Rights (AICHR)
aimed at further promoting and protecting
human rights in the region.

According to a press release, the set
up of the AICHR is “another significant
milestone” in the development of the
regional body and “provided the concrete
expression of Article 14 of the ASEAN
Charter and ASEAN’s commitment to build
a more people oriented ASEAN
Community.”

But Debbie Stothard, coordinator of the
Alternative ASEAN Network said, ASEAN’s
human rights body should be set up in
keeping with international standards for

human rights commission if it aims at
promoting and protecting human rights in
the region.

“This commission should be set up to
be effective and impartial,” Stothard said.

The AICHR is made up of
representatives appointed by ASEAN
Member States, to be chaired by the
representative of the country, which holds
the Chairmanship of ASEAN.

“There is no transparency in selecting
representatives by the respective countries
to the body except Thailand and
Indonesia,” said Stothard. Other members
just picked up their own representatives
as the commissioners for the human rights
body, she added.

Debbie also urged ASEAN to reject
military ruled Burma, which is known for
violating human rights and repressing
democracy activists in the country, f rom
the newly founded human rights body.

“The country like Burma should not be
included in the body as the regime keeps
on violating human rights in the country ,”
she added.

ASEAN inaugurates human rights
commission

Heroin from Burma seized on border

Nyein Chan

November 02 – A kilogram of
Burmese heroin was seized by Bangladeshi
police on the Burma-Bangladesh border,
according to drug enforcement officers.

A kilogram of heroin believed to be
coming from Burma was seized from a
Dhaka bound bus originating from Taknaf
on October 25.

“The heroin was hidden under the
driver’s seat. The owner could not be

traced,” an of ficial at the Kho Tone
checkpoint, 20 kilometres from Cox’s
Bazaar, told Mizzima.

The heroin seized is worth Bangladeshi
Taka 700,000 (Burmese Kyat 10.5 million).

Currently three types of heroin are
being smuggled into Bangladesh. They are
opium grown in the triangle area of
Bangladesh-Burma-India border. Medium
quality heroin is smuggled from India and
the best quality heroin comes from Burma,
Drug Enforcement agency sources in Cox’s
Bazaar said.

A motor schooner carrying edible oil
and diesel being smuggled from
Bangladesh to Burma was also seized in
Naf River near Narzi Ward, Taknaf,
eyewitnesses said.

The Teknaf based 42nd BDR seized the
contraband goods accounting for over 70
drums of edible oil and about 2,000 litres
of diesel.

Bangladesh has banned export of
fertilizers, diesel oil, edible oil and some
medicines to Burma to avoid shortage in
the country.
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 October 15 -  Burmese pro-
democracy activists on Wednesday urged
the United Nations to use strong language
to condemn the Burmese military regime
in its forthcoming General Assembly
resolution.Speaking at a roundtable
discussion in New York hosted by Martin
Palouš, Permanent Representative of the
Czech Republic to the UN, Burmese activists
called on country representatives to employ
their utmost influence in pressuring the
junta.

“The purpose of the discussion is to
lobby representatives at the UN to put the
continuous human rights violations
committed by the Burmese regime in the
UN General Assembly’s resolution that is
soon to pass,” Thin Thin Aung, a Presidium
Board member of the Women’s League of
Burma (WLB), and also a participant at the
roundtable discussion, told Mizzima on
Thursday.

The panel discussion was further
jointly led by Soe Aung, Deputy Secretary
for Foreign Affairs for the Forum for
Democracy in Burma, a coalition of
activists, and Dr. Thaung Htun, Executive
Director of The Burma Fund.

The activists further briefed the panel

of the junta’s continued suppression and
military campaign against ethnic minorities
in remote areas of Burma.

The UN General Assembly has over the
past two decades passed more than thirty
resolutions on Burma. However, the non-
binding nature of the resolutions has had
little to no impact on the Burmese junta,
as rampant rights violations continue to be
documented in the Southeast Asian nation.

“This time, the UN’s General Assembly
should condemn the regime with strong
language in its resolution,” Thin Thin Aung
reiterated.

She added that the junta’s rights
abuses are above what could be
considered ‘normal’ and should be labeled
crimes against humanity and war crimes,
prompting the campaigners to urge the UN
Security Council to establish a Commission
of Inquiry to investigate the alleged
attrocities.

The activists, part of a lobbying
campaign operating under the umbrella
group Seven Alliance, are in New York,
where the United Nations is continuing to
hold its 64th General Assembly.

Seven Alliance is a coalition of
Burmese opposition groups in exile,
including ethnic representatives, women
and youth organizations.

Activists in New York demand
strong condemnation

Mungpi

23 October –  A United Nations
human rights expert on Thursday
announced he will make another visit to
military-ruled Burma, whose human rights
situation remains “alarming”.

Tomás Ojea Quintana, the UN’s point
man for human rights in Burma, during a
press conference said the situation of
human rights in Burma remains “alarming
with a pattern of widespread and
systematic violations,” whi le announcing he
will make yet another visit to Burma at the
end of November.

The Argentine lawyer said, “I urge the
government to take prompt measures to
establish accountability and responsibility
with regard to those widespread and
systematic human rights violations.”

He also called on the Burmese junta
to release all political prisoners including
Nobel Peace Laureate Aung San Suu Kyi
before the elections in 2010 in order that
the polls are inclusive.

“I told the government that these
elections should be fair and transparent,
that freedom of speech, movement and
association should be guaranteed in the
country, and of course that al l prisoners of
conscience should be released before
those elections,” Quintana told a news
conference in New York on Thursday.

Earlier Thursday, the Special
Rapporteur informed a General Assembly
committee dealing with social and
humanitarian issues, also known as the
Third Committee, that the judiciary in

UN rights envoy to visit Burma in
November

Burma is not independent, sighting
evidence of gross impunity and widespread
systematic violations.

Quintana, in addressing the country’s
legal woes, urged the Burmese
government to request technical assistance
in reforming the judiciary, because their
seven-step road map to democracy would
be incomplete without the judiciary’s
independence.

However, Burma’s UN representative,
Thaung Tun, told the Committee that the
UN Rapporteur’s report was “less than
objective”, saying anti-government groups
were given a sympathetic ear while the
junta’s willingness to work with the envoy
went largely unacknowledged.

“It is regrettable that allegations of
human rights violations from exiled groups
have found their way into the report. These
allegations should be taken with a grain of
salt,” Thaung Tun said.

“We find it perturbing, troubling, that
the report focuses principally on selected
individuals and groups, instead of
engagement with the Myanmar [Burma]
authorities to grow cooperation,” he added.

He further said he is deeply disturbed
over the envoy’s critical remarks concerning
Burma’s judicial system and the elections
to be held in 2010, reaffirming that
systematic steps have been taken to hold
the elections as scheduled and emphasizing
there should be no doubt that the poll will
be held in a free and fair manner.

Quintana will be visiting Burma for the
third time since his appointment as the
Special Rapporteur to Burma in May 2008.

Usa Pichai

October 27 – Thailand’s internal
political strife has tainted and complicated
bilateral relationship with its neighbouring
countries, particularly Cambodia and
Burma.

Thai Prime Minister Abhisit Vejjajiva
said on Monday that former Thai Prime
Minister Chavalit Yongjaiyuth, who has
close ties with ousted Prime Minister Taksin
Shinawatra plans to visit neighbouring
countries including Burma. It would be good
if it is for the sake of the country, he added.

“Gen Chavalit is within his rights to visit
these countries but should not cause
problems to the countries, like when he
visits Cambodia. I insisted that the anti-
government groups should not put
pressure on the Thai government by asking
neighboring countries to help them,”
according to a report in the Thai News
Agency website.

Previously, Gen Chavalit visi ted
Cambodia and met Hun Sen, The
Cambodian premier, who asserted that
Thaksin could remain in Cambodia as his
guest and could be his economic advisor.
Hun Sen added that he was not interfering
in Thailand’s internal affairs but that
Cambodia has the right to exercise its
sovereignty and take such a decision.

Former Thai premier Thaksin jumped
bail and fled, evading his sentence to a
two-year jail term for malfeasance in the
controversial land purchase case in
Bangkok. He spends most of his time in
the United Arab Emirates after his status
as a visitor was rejected by some countries
including both the United Kingdom and
Germany.

Hun Sen compared Thaksin to

Burmese pro-democracy leader Aung San
Suu Kyi, asking rhetorically why he should
not talk about his friend when everybody
is allowed to talk about the detained Nobel
Peace Laureate.

Abhisit responded saying that Hun Sen
may have received incorrect information
about Thaksin and should not allow himself
to be used as a ‘pawn’.

Kasit Piromya, the Thai Foreign
Minister said Thailand and Cambodia are
fellow ASEAN members and should
cooperate and live together peacefully. Both
countries should observe the same rules
and the leaders should not do anything that
could lead to misunderstanding.

On Saturday, at a bi lateral meeting,
the Burmese Prime Minister Gen Thein
Sein, who attended the 15th ASEAN
Summit in Thailand told the Thai premier
that he would not allow any person to use
Burma’s territory for activities against
Thailand.

Abhisit thanked Burma for supporting
Thailand as the ASEAN chair and said there
would be more participation in
development projects including the, Tavoy
deep sea port in Burma and the East-West
Corridor project which will benefit both
countries.

About Burmese politics, Kasit said at a
press conference on Saturday that he was
optimistic about the ongoing developments
inside the country, in which opposition
leader Aung San Suu Kyi and
representatives of the military government
are engaging in dialogue.

He also welcomed the shift in tactics
by the US government, which has called
for engagement rather than relying purely
on sanctions against the regime.

Assistance from ASEAN countries or
an election observation team can be done
collectively or individually. The final result
will be worked out, Kasit said.

Thai politics taints relationship with
neighbours

Salai Pi Pi

October 28  -  A conference of the All
India Youth Federation held f rom October
26 to 28 in New Delhi discussed threadbare
Burma’s deteriorating human rights
situation and called for the immediate
release of detained Nobel Peace Laureate
Aung San Suu Kyi.

he AIYF conference marked the 50th
anniversary of the organization and the
resolution adopted denounced the Burmese
junta’s anti-democratic attitude and
appealed to the international community
to press the regime to release Aung San

Youth conference condemns junta,
urges Suu Kyi’s release

Suu Kyi.
The forthcoming 2010 election is

unacceptable. We also called on the military
regime to release Aung San Suu Kyi
immediately,” Murugun, General Secretary
of AIYF, told Mizzima on Wednesday.

Murugun said, the conference also
discussed issues ranging from world affairs
to Burmese affairs and extended its
solidarity to the democracy movement in
the military-ruled Southeast Asian nation.

The All I ndia Youth Federation is the
youth wing of the Communist Party of India
(CPI), and is a member of the World
Federation of Democratic Youth, which is

K.P. Kanthasamy, State president of All India Youth FederationK.P. Kanthasamy, State president of All India Youth Federation

Continued on Page 11

Salai Pi Pi
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Editorial
Burmese youth film director

to vie for international award
Nem Davies

 Burmese film director Ko Zaw Zaw has been selected as one of 18 finalists for this
year’s Japan-Mekong Amateur Director contest, to be held in Kogoshima, Japan. The
youth director, recognized by the Myanmar Motion Picture Association, was selected for
the fi lm ‘Value’.

Amateur directors partaking in the contest include those from Japan and Mekong
region countries Burma, Laos, Thailand and Vietnam.

Mizzima reporter Nem Davies recently interviewed the 22-year old Ko Zaw Zaw
(Mandalar).

Q: How did you feel after being selected?
A: I am glad, as I contested with full self-confidence.

Q: For which 3-minute short video film were you selected?
A: I won wi th my documentary fi lm entitled ‘Value’. It ’s on wood sculpture, just

three minutes long and is based on Burmese culture. There is a Burmese saying: ‘You
can use wood as firewood also. If you carve the wood, it will become a wood
sculpture’. I shot the fi lm with this in mind.

Q: How long did you take to shoot this film?
A: I shot the 3-minute short film from 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. It took a total of nine

hours, including breaks, to finish.

Q: Where did you shoot this film and what difficulties did you face in
shooting it?

A: I shot the film in Rangoon and some of the scenes were shot in wood carving
shops. The first difficulty was the length of the film – just 3 minutes. I had to try to
include everything I wanted to show in this short period of time.

Q: Did you get any support in shooting the film?
A: No, not at all – I never do. I’ve shot four feature video films so far and I will

shoot another video fi lm in November. I shoot these video fi lms myself for outside
productions.

Q: Have you attended directorial classes before? When did you start
your career as a video film director?

A: I attended a four-month basic director training course at the Myanmar Motion
Picture Association. After that, I studied other trades and started my career as a video
director in September 2008.

Q: What are your previous video productions? Who are the stars in
these videos?

A: Most of my video films are drama. I have shot ‘Unrivalled Mother’, ‘Region of
Attachment’, ‘Wild Flowers’ and ‘Museum of Heart’. They will be released at the end of
this month (October). I shal l start shooting ‘Story of a Star ’, a video fi lm, on 10
November. I wr ote the script and wi ll direct the video myself.

I pr epare my productions based on the story. I l ike drama and prefer to shoot
drama. First I prepare on paper before shooting. Then I have no problems or
difficulties during the actual shooting. I take two to three months to shoot each video
film.

Stars in my videos are Yan Aung, Tun Eindra Bo, Daw Cho Pyone, Daw Myint Myint
Khin, May Than Nu, Zaw Oo, Khin Soe Paing and other emerging actors and actresses.

Q: When will you leave for Japan? Who will pay the expenses?
A: The Japanese embassy told us to leave here on 3 December. We will have an

introductory party on 2 December at the embassy and will leave Burma on 3
December. The festival will start on 5 December in Kagoshima. We are informed that
all the expenses for travel, accommodation and meals will be borne by the embassy,
excluding personal expenses.

To/

Mr. Barack Obama
President of the United States

Mr. Gordon Brown
Prime Minister of the United  Kingdom

Mr. Nicolas Sarkozy
 President of France

Mr. Paro Aso
Prime Minister of Japan

                Date: September 9, 2009
Dear Sirs,

General Than Shwe wants to acquire
nuclear arms because of the United
States attack on Iraq. He reckons that if
only Iraq possessed nuclear arms in
addition to chemical weapons, the US
would not have dared attack. Burma’s
military dictators realize that possession
of nuclear weapons is the reason for the
restrained dealing, by the US, toward
North Korea. Aware of this catch, Burma’s

generals covet a nuclear capacity.
In late 2006, natural gas was found

in Arakan State and uranium deposits
discovered in Northern Burma. This has
only driven Than Shwe crazier in his
nuclear dream, pushing the Science and
Technology Ministry, Defense Ministry and
Directorate of  Defense Industries to
speed up the work. General Than Shwe
has entrusted Defense Industry 20 to head
the nuclear project and chose Seitottaya,
Pwintbyu, Natmauk, Pyin Oo Lwin and
Thabeikkyin Kyaukpahto as designated
areas for nuclear construction and
experiments.

which “uses people to control people”
by employing entities such as the Fire
Squad and Red Cross. Now the junta has
even formed an alternative Monk
community to divide and rule the cler gy.

Therefore, only if we adopt a counter-
strategy of “using the Army to control the
Army” against the country’s military
dictators can we move on toward
democracy. Both foreign-based scholars
and people inside the country are
recommending, expecting and enlisting

The following is a
letter, a copy of
which was ob-
tained by Mizzima,
addressed to
several prominent
world leaders and
co-authored by
anonymous mem-
bers of Burma's
armed forces.)

Continued on Page 7

The administration of US President Barack Obama has followed up its announced
policy of engagement with Burma’s military regime by sending a high level delegation
into Naypyidaw, the first in 14 years. Concerned over geopolitical competition and
frustrated over the fact that the previous US policy of isolation and punishment did
not bring democratic reform to Burma, American policy makers had no option but to
choose a carrot and stick approach. However, there appears, at least in the near
future, little option for sticks against Burma’s generals, the winner at the moment
clearly being the men-in-green in Naypyidaw.

US Assistant Secretary of State Kurt Campbell and Deputy Assistant Secretary of
State Scot Marciel recently concluded a two-day fact-finding mission to Burma, meeting
Burmese officials including Prime Minister Thein Sein and General U Thaung, a known
hardliner and close associate of the junta’s Senior General, Than Shwe. Additionally
met over the course of the visit were detained opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi,
senior members of her National League for Democracy party, ethnic opposition leaders
as well as representatives of the pro-regime Union Solidarity and Development
Association, long known for their acts of violent crackdown on opposition activists.

However, chances to see significant change are still slim for the near f uture.
 There are huge differences between the competing sides. For the junta, they want
the US and its allies to withdraw sanctions against them and the country and to
endorse their election plan without raising questions over the controversial constitution
approved in a highly compromised referendum in May 2008. For the main opposition
party, NLD, and its allies, including ethnic political parties, the constitution is merely a
tool intended to legitimize military dominance and any election based on such a
document will be a sham.

The State Peace and Development Council, Burma’s ruling military regime, ignoring
the impact on their own country , seems to be intent on playing a game of international
diplomacy – in this case wooing the US with the China card. Nonetheless, the junta
knows very well the support it can expect from neighboring countries, particularly
one with veto power in the UN Security Council such as China. If forced to choose
between patrons, Burma’s general would likely abandon the US and their democratic
allies and return to a state of selective isolationism.

As self appointed referee, the US clearly does not expect much from their policy
review in the short term, adamant that i t is a step-by-step process. This, however,
should not be confused with the noble goal of the approach, to assist Burma in
becoming a democratic country through genuine dialogue between the ruling generals,
Nobel Laureate Suu Kyi and ethnic nationalities.

1Additionally, there are signs predicting that the US will increase its policy of
engagement in Burma, and the European Union may very well follow in the steps of
the world’s hyperpower.

The question is whether the US will be able to change the mindset of Than Shwe, the
xenophobic, selfish and absolute ruler of the country? Can they stop the junta from conducting
an election in a similar fashion to the compromised constitutional referendum? Can they stop
the junta’s risky relationship with North Korea in military affairs? Moreover, what wi ll the
opposition do, particularly regarding the1990 electoral landslide win of the NLD, if the junta
refuses to negotiate over constitutional issues? 

Despite the best intentions of the Obama administration for Burma and the Burmese
democratic opposition, thus far at least, the men in Naypyidaw appear to have drawn the
upper hand.

Is engagement playing into the
hands of Burma’s generals?

The following is a
letter, a copy of
which was ob-
tained by Mizzima,
addressed to
several prominent
world leaders and
co-authored by
anonymous mem-
bers of Burma's
armed forces.)
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Opinion
As the saying goes “Silence is Golden”.

India’s policy of maintaining her silence
over events unfolding in its eastern
neighbouring country seems to have finally
paid off as the Burmese military generals
rolled out the red carpet for the visiting
Indian Army Chief.

India’s Army Chief General Deepak
Kapoor on Thursday concluded a four-day
visit to the military-ruled Southeast Asian
nation. He had the rare opportunity of
meeting the junta’s number one military
leader Snr Gen Than Shwe and second
strongman Vice-Snr Gen Maung Aye.

While the Indian Army’s Public
Relations Department in New Delhi,
refused to divulge details of the visit saying,
“it will be uploaded on the ministry’s
website in a day or two ,” sources said the
visit, except for Kapoor’s meeting with the
junta’s top leaders, is not so significant.

According to Dr. Tint Swe, a New Delhi-
based minister for the exiled-Burmese
Government, the visit is part of the ongoing
bilateral relations between India and
Burma.

“But his meeting with Than Shwe and
Maung Aye is a significant sign for I ndia,”
Dr. Tint Swe, who has long been a critic of
India’s policy towards Burma, said.

In recent months, several events have
unfolded in Burma including the charge,
trial and sentence of Aung San Suu Kyi over
an unwelcome visit by an American, the
latest news of US’s Burma policy
announcement and meetings between the
Nobel Peace Laureate and western
diplomats.

Despite the  international outcry over
the sentencing of the 1993 Jawaharlal
Nehru Award for International
Understanding recipient in August, India
kept silent, except for a few media reports,
citing anonymous sources in the Indian
Government, saying India is quietly urging
Burma to make its political process broad
based.

Noticeably, since September-October
2007, when the Burmese generals brutally
cracked down on protesting monks and
civilians, India has made no critical
comments against the Burmese junta,
which seems to have impressed the
regime.

But the most awarding non-action of
India for the generals in Naypyitaw, is its
silence over the international outcry
against the sentencing of opposition leader
Aung San Suu Kyi and its election plans in
2010.

Kapoor, who is visiting Burma at the
invitation of his counterpart Vice-Snr
General Maung Aye, is not a key figure in
stamping any substantial deals between

the Army to achieve democracy.
Soldiers inside the country are asking

a question to which there is no answer
yet. The question is, “If the soldiers stand
by the side of the people, will the nations
of the world acknowledge and support
them?”

In other words, when soldiers stand
by the people’s side there will be a bloody
revolution. So they would like to know
whether your Excellencies are likely to
stand by them and render support if such
an occasion arises.

Yet, i f ther e is no support and
recognition by world leaders, it is certain
that Army off icers would not
spontaneously rise up because of their
bitter experiences described in our
previous letter. Since the Army can
provide international standards of
recognition such as a safe haven for MPs,
buffer zones, independent armed forces,
parliament, federal constitution, etc. , it is
critical for the Army and the people to
unite before 2010.

Your Excellencies are mistaken in that
you think too much of your modern IT
equipment, faci l i t ies, satell i te
communications, Internet and computers
while you think lowly of Burma.

As we have said before, he has
manipulated two Koreas which are at
loggerheads, employed one country to
explore uranium, another country to
provide nuclear technology and still
another to provide weaponry so as to cover
up the tracks of his pursuit of WMD, also
linking the nuclear issue with the electricity
and energy sector to avoid international
scrutiny.  Additionally, he successfully
switched to an Indian satellite out of fear
of the US spying on Thaksin’s Thai satellite.

Even General Than Shwe’s closest
aides do not know what is in his mind. He
has a habit of having his plane readied for
him by his trusted t ycoon friend Tay Za
and flying off for a destination which is
disclosed only in midflight.

The best spy satellites cannot look into
the underground tunnels he has dug.
Almost all the people think that Naypyitaw
must be his ultimate redoubt, but in fact

he has designated and built up Maymyo
as his ultimate line of defense.

We know there are countries which
the US takes seriously due to its national
interest or perceived threat to i ts security.
However, we sadly realize that the US is
not much concerned with Burma since it
poses neither a national interest nor
security threat. But what would happen if
Burma acquires nuclear weapons by 2015?

At the time of Cyclone Nargis, a French
warship was about to land troops in Burma
but the US was hesitant – fearing China –
frustrating the Burmese people with the
US indecision. Would you believe that most
of the lower officers and other ranks of
the Burma Army were expecting you at that
time? We would like to tell you that they
were not going to fight you like Vietnam
but lay down their arms and readily
welcome US troops coming on shore to
help their distressed relatives in the
Irrawaddy Division.

The British Prime Minister’s open letter
at the time of our popular leader Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi’s recent trial cheered the
Burmese people, but the later bailout of

John William Yeattaw – facilitated by a
US Senator – has since caused further
disappointment. As we have said,
dialogue is possible only under a relative
balance of power. Therefore, only when
the power base of the military dictators
erodes will they turn up at the negotiating
table.

Burmese soldiers who want to side
with the people can make it happen to
some extent, but are reluctant to do so
because of the question to which they
have yet to r eceive an answer. It is
necessary to differentiate between the
Burma Army led by some Generals that
would like to stand by the peoples’ side
and the army led by General Than Shwe.
As long as dialogue is floated superficially
and perfunctorily, the Burmese people will
continue to be bored and disillusioned.

Respectfully,Respectfully,Respectfully,Respectfully,Respectfully,
Pro-democracy officers and other ranks
Burmese Military
Email: demosternelson@aol.com

Continued from Page 6

the two countries but his reception at
facilitating political dialogue.

But this reception does not come free.
India, since it took a ‘U’ turn in its policy
towards Burma in the early 1990s, has
largely invested in its resource-rich
Southeast Asian neighbour with little
expectation of reciprocation from the ruling
regime.

The most significant achievements of
India’s appeasement so far is in obtaining
the shares of gas exploration in the A1 and
A3 blocks of the offshore oil fields in the
western coast of Arakan state.

However, the combined Oil and Natural
Gas Cooperation (ONGC) and Gas Authority
of India Limited (GAIL) share of 30 per cent
- 20 and 10 per cents respectively – has
not been able to help India in gaining the
rights to purchase the oil that will be
produced.

Similarly, in another joint v enture,
India is all set to invest a US$ 100 million,
which is known as the Kaladan Multi-Model
in western Burma. The project, once
completed, wil l  connect India’s
northeastern state with Burma’s seaport
in Arakan state and allow roadway access
into the country.

However, whi le India will invest the
lion’s share of US$ 90 million, it will also
provide Burma a loan of US$ 10 million,
the investment share of the Burmese
government to the project, at a minimum
rate of interest.

Statistics of the Indian Ministry of
External Affairs shows that of the total
volume of US $ 901.3 million bilateral trade
for 2007-08 fiscal year, Burma’s export
constitutes US$ 727.85 million while India’s

export stands at US$ 173.46 million,
leaving a large imbalance of trade between
the two countries.

Dr. Tint Swe said “It ’s been over a
decade now since India chose to engage
the Burmese military junta. India should
realize that it has not achieved any of its
objectives related to national inter est.”

India said, engaging the Burmese junta
was part of its ‘Look East’ policy and serves
its national interest of countering
increasing Chinese influence, flushing out
Northeastern insurgents reported to be
using Burmese soil as bases, and
strengthening trade and commerce with
Southeast Asia.

But critics said, throughout the course
of engagement with Burma, India has not
been able to counter Chinese influence,
and lost out in the race for purchasing gas
from the field where Indian companies are
holding stakes. None of the insurgent
groups in Northeast India have been
flushed out of Burmese soil and trade
imbalance remains.

But it does pay to engage the junta
and to remain silent over the political
turmoil in Burma, as the Indian Army Chief
and other officials visiting the Buddhist
majority country are given warm
receptions.

But was the reception given to Kapoor
this week, an indication that the Burmese
regime is ready to be more favourable and
allow a certain degree of Indian influence?

Kapoor’s visit came at a time when
Burma is in the international media spot
light over a number of issues. It is a time
when the regime is lobbying the United
States to re-engage it as a part of its game

plan to win international support for the
fifth step of its roadmap - elections in 2010.

Gaining Indian support would definitely
mean a great favour for the Burmese
junta.

Secondly, the regime is in a tight corner
in dealing with domestic armed groups,
some of whom are backed by China as a
strategy of maintaining a buffer-zone with
Burma. The regime, as part of its roadmap,
wants to disarm these groups with or
without using force.

Despite their attacks on the Kokang
ethnic rebels in early August and
eliminating the Peng Jiasheng-led Myanmar
National Democratic Alliance Army
(MNDAA), other groups, particularly the
United Wa State Army (UWSA), known to
be the largest rebel group, remain a
stumbling block.

And the regime is definitely unhappy
about China’s stand on the Wa issue and
would like, if China agrees, to eliminate
them.

Kapoor’s visit could not have been at
a better time than this, when the Burmese
generals for the first time in history publicly
displayed their dissatisfaction towards
China by publishing a news item in its
mouthpiece newspaper about the Tibetan
spiritual leader Dalai Lama visiting Taiwan.

“I think it would be too early to
interpret Kapoor’s visit and his meeting with
Than Shwe as an indication that Burma is
beginning to reciprocate,” Dr. Tint Swe
says.

He said, over a decade of cozy
relationship has not proved favourable for
India, and it is high time that India re-
assess its policy towards Burma.
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Burma seems a long way from
Obama’s White House compared to when
Laura Bush was there, but Burma still holds
an important spotlight during this historic
moment of Obama’s Presidency.

The scourge of the 21st century is no
longer the colonialism or even foreign
imperialism. Real threat to peace and
harmony in today’s world is more likely
from domestic tyranny—where native
dictators and military strongmen abuse
their privilege and commit crimes against
humanity under the veil of state
sovereignty. Statesmen and scholars alike
are at a lost on how to deal with this painful
phenomenon of humanity’s shortcoming,
and they are scrambling to find ways to
end it. But in September 2007, peaceful
Burmese monks rose up against the cruel
military and brought the world’s democrats
together for the first time in history to
denounce domestic abuses of native
people by army dictators in Burma.

American leaders came out in support
of Burmese people’s struggle for
democracy, and proved to the world their
ability to rally against cruelty behind the
wall of Burma’s nationhood. The Saffron
Monks have empowered the people of
Burma and the world by helping them
realize that one can always find ways to
resist tyranny on its own soil.

Awarding the Nobel Peace Prize early
on in his presidency is an endorsement to
Obama’s unique approach to the world’s
dilemmas. For Obama the bar for his
presidential achievement is now set higher
and there is no going back to business as
usual in Burma.

It will not be simple but the right
approach can bring changes that Burmese
people can truly believe in. To do so it is
imperative that the administration
recognizes Burma’s distinctive
characteristics; for, in the past, historians
and global organizations failed to see the
smouldering discontent and galvanizing
force of democratic ideals and Burmese
Buddhism in Burma. Ordinary people’s
loathing of their rule is the Burmese
dictator’s secret fear, and an even greater
secret is their relentless efforts to prevent
those people from coming together to
oppose their authority.

Burmese military’s usual tactics
include cornering the opposition and
separating them from others resistant
forces, but on September 2007, their time
for dictatorship was beginning to run out
after government’s soldiers brutalized and
killed peaceful monks in this devoutly
Buddhist country. The military final ly was
without the mask of a benevolent protector
and was seen attacking the ultimate
legitimizing institution, made up of ascetic
monks, the true symbol of compassion that
continues to remain above politics in
Burma. After witnessing the unthinkable
atrocity against the Buddhist monks, some
began looking into universal jurisdiction

against the national sovereignty to find
ways to hold those generals accountable
for their crimes against humanity in Burma.
Burmese author, Montgomery Thomas
Htike, explored it in-depth in his research
published recently under the title of
‘Challenges ahead on Burma’s Road to ICC’.

Obama should be able to predict the
junta’s next game plan from its past
record. For example, even though military
dictatorship is the primary reason for
narcotic trade in Burma, the junta’s
generals were willing to cooperate with the
US counter narcotic efforts by showcasing
narcotic eradication to a handful of media
each year. But they later used anti-nar cotics
supports and equipments received from
the west to attack native people in the rebel
countries by poisoning their wells with crop
killing chemicals that cause birth defects
and other serious damages or by only
spraying rebel areas but not opium patches
within mi litary control. Not surprisingly, at
the onset of American invasion of Iraq,
taking advantage of the situation Burmese
military immediately began the assault on
Burmese Muslims by displacing and
attacking them as unwanted people in their
own country. Opportunism of the Burmese
military generals is unquestionably a force
to be reckoned with.

In the past no one in Burma was really
able to challenge the political power until
Aung San Suu Kyi came along, because
no one had real ambition to lead all people
including different political factions and
native tribes of Burma before. From
student rebels to leaders of ethnic
nationalities, each was only concerned with
its regional or organizational goal but not
necessarily to become a leader of all
Burma— like Aung San Suu Kyi. This has
been the real reason why success against
the military dictatorship remains elusive
after generations of various ethnic war
fares in Burma. It seems that ordinary
Buddhist Burmese are not only averse to

materialism but in spite of the prolonged
violent conflicts they are also averse to
politics and political involvement.

Aung San Suu Kyi symbolizes a
wholesome and true resistance to the
military rule and she is not going away
soon. Understanding this, the army junta
is making use of Aung San Suu Kyi to quell
the international outcry whenever it gets
louder and tucked her back into house
arrest when the voices die down again.

To help Aung San Suu Kyi with her
genuine intention to find peace, it is
imperative that the Obama administration
will not abandon Laura Bush’s efforts in
engaging with Burmese minority hill tribes
who are precariously resisting the army’s
tyranny in various locations throughout
Burma. The sanitized hand shake with
generals in Naypyidaw alone is not the kind
of engagement that will alter the course
of political struggle in Burma. Unless
Americans are prepared to also engage
with the armed and ceasefire or political
organizations, their efforts will not carry
much weight in Burma. Obama’s
determination to sit down with
disagreeable counterparts in the world
without precondition means that the
Americans are also free to engage with
everyone including underground students’
organizations such as the one represented
by Moethee Zun who is currently living in
the United States while waiting for the rest
of imprisoned leaders to be released.

Obama will be visiting Asia soon  and
since China’s ascendancy is the result of
its decision to not to continue as the United
States’ geo-strategic competitor but by
becoming its capitalist economic partner,
US’s involvement in Burma should not
hinder China’s interest in Burma or vice
versa. The 2007 ideological clash that
resulted in global condemnation of China
for supporting the military oppression of
Burmese monks had certainly cost China
a dent in its 2008 Olympic image. Also,

China should not underestimate the overt
anti-Chinese sentiment deeply rooted in
Burma’s military, evident by the first
ceasefire rebels whom Burmese Army
crushed were Chinese as soon as the
United States’ offer of engagement
reached Naypyidaw.

In a rush to engage with Burma,
Obama’s administration should not confuse
Burma with China, Vietnam, or South
Korea. Spiritualism that dominates Burma
renders the majority of Burmese less
inclined to materialism that transformed
much of Asian Tigers. In this aspect it is
also important to point out the existence
of Chinese minority in Burma who can play
an important role in bringing Burma into
the 21st century of competitive trades and
technology. Americans should no longer
permit Naypyidaw generals to play China
against America for the benefit of the
military in Burma. Americans should help
Burma find peace to not hinder Chinese’s
efforts but to develop Burma in the interest
of both China and the United States.

While no one can really guess what is
on the mind of Burmese generals, one
thing is certain is that they all want what
other billionaires want for themselves and
their families, and the US economic
sanctions are the last thing they wish f or.
Global economic downturn is also hurting
their effort to buy off their enemies inside
Burma.

Their eagerness for lifting of economic
sanctions betrayed their desperate need
for Obama’s friendship and economic aid.
If Obama can turn this into advantage in
persuading the generals to sit down with
the opposition forces to pursue a more
permanent peace in Burma beyond the
2010 sham election, Obama would earn
another stripe for winning the Nobel Peace
Prize. Otherwise he wil l  only be
remembered as a friend of Burmese
dictators, not for bringing a change they
can all believe in, in Burma.

focus from its chronic mismanagement of
the country’s resources to economic
sanctions imposed by Western countries.
A fundamental help in this rough
manipulation has come from anti-sanctions
and pro-engagement groups, mainly
outside Burma. Burmese historian Thant
Myint-U, well sett led in his usual
equidistance between dictatorship and the
democratic camp, is a champion of this
“development first” narrative. In its last
edition, also The Economist  seems to
embrace the theory that blames the critical
situation in Burma on the obstinacy of
Western powers and on the same Aung
San Suu Kyi for pursuing a policy of
criticism and sanctions aimed at promoting

democratic change, instead of engaging the
regime with development aid and
investments: “Worse, everyone from the
UN down views Myanmar through the lens
of democracy above all else—even
development.

For a desperate country with shocking
rates of disease and mortality such a
priority is dubious, at best, shameful at
worst”, an editorial observes. According to
this school of thought, Burma’s destiny
would depend in the first place on foreign
countries will to abandon their isolation
policy, as i f the par anoid mi li tary
government that has ruled the country with
an iron fist for 47 years had little or nothing
to do wi th i ts decay.

Of course, development and aid are

essential tools in such a dramatic context.
But it ’s a big mistake to consider
development and democracy as alternative
options.

Before 1997 no Western sanctions
against Burma were in place, at least not
in the present form and extent. What kind
of development did Burmese citizens
enjoy? The sad answer is… more wealth
in the strongboxes of Burma’s tyrants.
Today Naypyidaw is busily trading with i ts
neighbours, mainly China, India, Thailand
and Singapore: why aren’t they developing
the country and improving people’s lives?

A slippery ground, isn’t it? While the
debate about this subject is welcome, we
should not forget that the main sanction
against Burma is the military regime itself.

For that reason, democracy and
development are intimately connected and
it’s impossible to promote any sort of real
development if the national robbery
managed by a ruthless and illegitimate
government is going to continue. The only
treatment for Burma’s illness is the end of
dictatorship, not more money (Western
money, again?) in the pockets of the
generals.So, Mrs. Clinton, free Burma and
you will also free Aung San Suu Kyi.

Enzo Reale is a freelance journalist.
He writes about South-East Asia issues for
Italian online newspapers and magazines.
He edits two blogs (http://
1972.splinder.com and ht tp://
asiaedintorni.blogosfere.it).

Continued from Page 9
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On May 10, 2008 the military junta

ruling Burma held a constitutional
referendum to approve a new constitution.
Perhaps the results of the referendum
were fixed, making the result a foregone
conclusion, but that fails to excuse the junta
from holding the referendum in the wake
of Cyclone Nargis which had carved a
swath of destruction across the nation,
leaving about 140,000 dead or missing and
millions of lives otherwise ruined. The
referendum passed the constitution as the
supposed voters starved because the junta
denied them access to international relief
efforts. It should come as no surprise that
the new constitution, “approved” by the
people, should work only to further
entrench the violently oppressive junta
rather than create democracy, as claimed.

I have no doubt that those giving legal
advice to the Burmese generals throughout
the national convention to draft the new
Burmese constitution (we’ll call it the
Nargis Constitution) were aware of the
filibuster power traditionally exercised by
the US senate. Unlike the US filibuster
system, however, Burmese legal scholars
have retooled the filibuster to serve as a
new means of protecting the military
[leadership] and their family members. For
reasons explained below, I have chosen
to refer to this as the “Burmese Way of
Filibuster.”

The designers of the new constitution,
which is set to enter into force after the
2010 general election, have reversed the
conventional practice of filibustering and
adopted this new Burmese method.  To
understand the newly adopted Burmese
way of fi libuster, it is necessary to examine
parliamentary make-up and voting
procedure under the new constitution. Key
to the system is the implementation of an
appointment mechanism that reserves
25% of parliamentary seats of both houses
of parliament for military appointees. This
provision, in concert with the new
constitutional requirement that any
amendment to the constitution, in whole
or in part, as well as any important
legislation must be approved by at least a
75% majori ty, is at the heart of the
Burmese way of fi libuster.

It would be prudent here to define the
nature of Burmese military custom. The
nature of the military relationship in Burma
is, not surprisingly, top-down. Particularly,
the relationship between the top and the
bottom echelons is, however, more rigid
than other militaries around the world. The
nature of the relationship is captured quite
clearly in a popular saying within the army:
“Whatever I feed you, eat it; whatever I
command you, do i t; but nev er, ever,
question me.” With this norm so firmly
entrenched in Burmese military culture,
there can be no doubt but that none of the
military personnel sitting in the Union
Parliament building would, or could, cast
a vote against the will of the Commander-
in-Chief. Couple this with the C-in-C’s ability
to remove them from office or dismiss
them from the military at any time and the
extent of the military’s control starts to
become clear.

Now, one can start to get a sense of
just what the Burmese Way of Filibuster
is: If the Commander-in-Chief appoints
25% of the members of parliament who,
owing their positions to the top brass, all
vote according to the command and
instruction given to them from above, and

a 75% majority is necessary to amend
legislation, then neither the constitution
nor legislation can be changed without the
full support of the mi litary. Historically, the
American filibuster operated as a method
by which a minority party could hijack (the
word filibuster literally means “pirate” or
“Free Boot”) the legislative process and
block legislation by preventing a vote.
Contrast this to the filibuster as practiced
in the US senate today, whereby only 60
senators, out of 100, all of whom are
beholden to their constituents, are needed
to break a filibuster and force a final vote
on legislation. Now we can begin to see
how the Burmese way of Filibuster is an
effective throwback to the sort of “tyranny
of the minority” of the old style American
filibuster disguised as a democratic
counterpart to the system now in use.

Apparently oblivious to this glaring
defect, the United Nations, along with a
number of states acting individually as well
as numerous prominent figures, has been
focused on urging the military to release
political prisoners and engage in free and
fair elections. There is a general sense that
this would be a step toward ful l
democratization in Burma; however, this

is a mistaken belief. No matter how “f ree
and fair” the elections, Parliament could
never overcome the Burmese way of
Filibuster inherent in the recently adopted
constitution.

My mentor-turned-colleague Professor
David C. Williams testified recently before
the US Senate Foreign Relations
Committee saying, “Free, and fair general
election[s] would not bring civilian rule to
Burma.” This is because of the provision,
which I have called the Burmese way of
Filibuster, in the Nargis Constitution. The
constitution has been fraudulently adopted,
yet is nevertheless set to operate following
what will undoubtedly be an extremely
controversial election in 2010.

Cyclone Nargis claimed about 140,000
lives and devastated millions of people,
including members of my own family. I
now cannot imagine, as a human being,
how many lives will be claimed and
devastated by the junta’s Nargis
constitution. History, undoubtedly, will be
able to provide us an approximate figure,
but then, isn’t it already too late?
Dr. Salai Ngun Cung Lian is an Assistant Director and
Post-doctoral Fellow at Center for Constitutional
Democracy in Indiana University Maurer School of
Law.

Did you think they had a “policy”? Think
again.

Since her first trip to Asia, last
February, U.S. Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton has been busy advertising the “new
approach” to the region promoted by the
Obama administration. Especially,
regarding Burma, she announced a “policy
review” in the months to come: “Clearly ,
sanctions haven’t work ed”, she said,
adding that engagement by the
neighbouring countries also failed to bring
change to the isolated nation.

Officially the “policy review” is still on
and, apart from some vague statements
from Clinton’s aides, nobody at the moment
can spell out its contents and its real
purpose. But last week, at a press
conference on the sidelines of the ASEAN
summit in Phuket, Secretary of State came
up with quite a surprising proposal to
Burmese rulers: “If she [Suu Kyi] were
released, that would open up opportunities,
at least for my country, to expand our
relationship with Burma, including
investments in Burma. But it is up to the

Burmese leadership”, Clinton said. I n other
words: ‘if you give me Aung San Suu Kyi,
I’ ll give you money’. Unfortunately this isn’ t
a policy, it’s a gamble.

The attempt to buy Aung San Suu Kyi’s
freedom by the promise of new
investments shows an amount of
improvisation and naivety that should
worry activists for democracy inside and
outside Burma and, in general, all those
who have always looked at U.S. as a force
for democratic change in authoritarian
countries. Instead of working to free Burma
and its citizens, Mrs. Clinton chooses to
concentrate U.S. efforts in pursuing a
symbolic, popular and limited goal, the
liberation of the Nobel Prize laureate.
“What about reconciliation dialogue, the
election in 2010 and ethnic issues?  Don’t
they know that they would detain her
again?” veteran journalist and opposition
leader Win Tin observed, when asked
about Mrs. Clinton’s remarks. But we could
add: what about the other 2000 political
prisoners? What about internally displaced
people? What about forced and child

labour? What about recruitment of children
in the Army? What about refugees? What
about the climate of intimidation and fear?
What about Burma?

The Secretary of State’s words are
misconceived for many reasons. They can
be interpreted as if the reality of misery
and oppression of 55 million people could
be reduced to the fate of a single, though
important, democratic icon. If she could
speak, I am sure Aung Sang Suu Kyi would
reject this bargaining: she considers her
freedom instrumental to the liberation of
the Burmese people and not vice versa.

Moreover, Mrs. Clinton clearly
underestimates the significance that the
State Peace and Development Council
(SPDC) attach to her detention. Senior
General Than Shwe and his clique have
always considered political prisoners a
necessary tool for the survival of the regime
in the present shape. They use them to
threaten the population, to debilitate the
opposit ion, to buy t ime with the
international community, according to
circumstances. They’re not going to risk

their political future by simply freeing Aung
San Suu Kyi as a part of an undefined
cooperation agreement.

Finally, the pr oposal underlines the
weakness (or the nonexistence) of an
American strategy about Burma. After Mrs.
Clinton’s remarks the generals know better
than ever that the U.S. government has
no idea on how to deal with them. There’s
no plan, just a game of courtship and
rejection, of carrot and stick they’re
probably enjoying. Actually, it looks like the
only tangible U.S. policy under Obama is
the cohabitation with authoritarian
regimes, in Asia and elsewhere:
“normalization” is the keyword. For a
further example, take the essence of Mrs.
Clinton’s speech about North Korea: in
exchange for giving up its nuclear
ambitions, she promised Pyongyang “full
normalisation of relations, a permanent
peace regime and significant energy and
economic assistance in the context of full
and verifiable denuclearisation”.

In the past year the Burmese
government has been able to shift the

Continued on Page 8
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October 20  –  The use of polythene
bags has been banned by the civic body in
Naypyitaw, the new capital of Burma,
where it is being seized in the municipal
markets.

The ban in Naypyitaw enforced on
October 6 followed that in Mandalay in June
this year.

“We implemented the ban in Mandalay
Division as part of an environmental
campaign. It was enforced mainly in the
markets following a notice two weeks in
advance, stuck in the markets and
elsewhere,” an of ficial of the Naypyitaw City
Development Committee told Mizzima.

On the suggestion of a NGO in Burma
the ‘Forest Resource and Environment

Development Association’ (FREDA), the
Mandalay City Development Committee
issued a notice to halt the use of polythene
bags by June 21.  Now Naypyitaw has
followed suit. Its deadline for putting a stop
to the use of plastic bags was October 5.
This is the second step in Burma for
stopping the use of polythene bags.

“In the notice, we told people not to
use and sell polythene bags. But we didn’t
say we would seize the bags used, arrest
them and fine them after the deadline. We
told people to use natural leaves such as
lotus leaves, banana leaves among others
in lieu of polythene bags,” an of ficial of
Naypyitaw City Development Committee
said.

The civic body seized 83 viss (3.6 lbs)
of polythene bags from October 6 to 13.
About 19 viss of bags were surrendered
to the civic body within a week. Sellers
using natural leaves for packing have been
exempted from market tax. The civic body
has placed orders for new bags made of
thin plastic sheets covered with cloth, it is
learnt.

Polythene bags are hazardous for the
environment as it is not biodegradable and
choke the drainage system in monsoon. It
is dangerous for animals if consumed. The
bags damage footpaths too, FREDA said.
Unlike plastic bags, the polythene bags are
not recyclable.

Despite the ban in Mandalay, polythene
bags are still being used, a local resident
said.

Ban on polythene bags in Naypyitaw

22 October – Burma will get its first
ever mini car racing track, owned by a
private company in Thingangyun
Township, Rangoon Division on October
30.

The track called ‘Galaxy Racing Karts
Ground’ on Wayzayandar Street,
Thingangyun Township, near the
Myanmar Football Federation (MFF) office
has been built by Shwe Pont Pont Co.

“We plan to inaugurate it on October
30 as 90 per cent of the construction is
complete. It is of an international
standard,” Shwe Pont Pont Co. Managing
Director Tin Aung Myint told Mizzima.

A senior official of the junta’s Ministry
of Sports said that they had been
cooperating with Shwe Pont Pont Co. over
the last two months in laying the race
track. Shwe Pont Pont Co. is also into
constructing other sport grounds.

“The race track has been built in
cooperation between the Ministry and
Shwe Pont Pont Co.  But we cannot
disclose till what time we shall continue
cooperating,” he said. Since the sport is

motor racing, the race track will be under
the Sports Ministry.

The company has imported 20 small
racing cars from Japan with a maximum
speed of 80 mph. The cars are ready to
race on the track, he added.

“The objectives regarding this project
are entertainment and recreation for the
people,” Tin Aung Myint said.

The race track is on 6.5 acres on
winding asphalt road.

Those who wish to drive on the race
track will be provided training in two
groups, one in the ages of 6-12 and
another for those between 12-18 by the
Botataung Township based Shwe Pont Pont
Co. After getting a driving license from the
Road Transport

Department and after attaining the
age of 18, anyone can drive on the race
track.

There are plans to insure aspirant
drivers in cooperation with the Myanmar
Insurance Corporation.

“They contacted us for insuring the
drivers but detailed negotiation is
awaited,” a Myanmar I nsurance
Corporation official said.

Full dress will be provided to the
drivers and the race track will be opened
from 7 a.m. to 10 p.m. The company will
also provide experienced instructors. An
inexperienced driver must drive under the
supervision of an instructor.

There will be a cafe, a bar and
restaurants for  racing car drivers, along
with an internet cafe equipped with Wi-
Max system (it doesn’t need a telephone
line and can connect to a maximum of 12
computer terminals).

Shwe Pont Pont Co. declined to give
details on entry fees, dress training among
others things. They are planning to hold a
press conference on October 23.

Burma to get first mini car racing
track

Nem Davies

23 October –  The Kachin
Independence Organization (KIO), one of
Burma’s longest running rebel group, said
they are willing to abandon arms struggle
if, the rul ing junta guarantees equal rights
to both ethnics and Burmans agreed in the
historic Panglong agreement.

KIO Secretary Dr. La Ja said the KIO
had informed their stand to the junta’s
Supremo Snr Gen Than Shwe in a letter
sent to him in September. The letter states
that if the junta accepts the Panglong
Agreement and is willing to uphold, the KIO
is ready to abandon arms struggle, in
which case it will not be necessary to
transform its armed wing into the ‘Border
Guard Force’ proposed by the regime.

“We are bringing up the Panglong
Agreement again because we have to
reconsider about the ‘Union’ of Burma. If
there is a ‘Union’, we must r ecognize the
‘Union’ because the ‘Union’ emerged from
the ‘Panglong’ Agreement,” Dr. La Ja told
Mizzima from the KIO headquarters in
Laiza in Kachin State.

“The letter was sent for understanding
and consideration, not for talks. We cannot
say yet if they will respond and how so.
It ’s up to them,” he added.

The architect of Burma’s independence
General Aung San and leaders of ethnic
Kachin, Chin and Shan gathered in
Panglong town of Shan State and signed

the historic ‘Panglong Agreement’, which
guaranteed equal rights for all ethnic
nationalities on 12 February 1947.

While the KIO is emphasizing on equal
rights, the Thailand-based Kachin News
Group (KNG) said, the Kachin
Independence Army’s 4th brigade based
in Lao Kai region of Northern Shan State
is being pressurized by the regime to divide
its troops into three small groups or leave
their area.

However, Dr. La Ja denied of the
information.

“We have not been informed. We have
not received any letter regarding
withdrawal of the 4th Brigade from the
area. There is no problem for the 4th
Brigade,” he said, adding that ther e are
no tensions amounting between the KIO
and the regime in recent days.

While the regime has set October as
the deadline for all ceasefire groups to
transform their armies into the Border
Guard Force (BGF), KIO along with several
other groups have rejected the proposed
but offered another proposal of
transforming into a ‘Kachin Regional Guard
Force’ (KRGF).

“We will wait and see how they
respond to our counter proposal. We
expect a positive response from the
regime. We told them that we accepted
transformation and transition but we have
to seek a solution peacefully and amicably,”
Dr. La Ja said, adding that the KIO do not
like to solve the problem militarily.

Though the KIO and other ceasefire
groups are under pressure for
transformation, several KIO leaders have
withdrawn their membership from the
group to prepare for candidacy in the 2010
election.

In early September, six KIO high-
ranking officials including Dr. Mana Tu Ja,
vice-president (2) of the KIO, announced
their resignation from the armed group in
order to prepare and form the Kachin State
Progressive Party (KSPP), to be contesting
in the 2010 elections.

Meanwhile, the New Democratic Army-
Kachin (NDA-K), another Kachin ceasefire
armed group, has accepted the junta’s offer
of transforming their army into the BGF.

KIO demands recognition of
Panglong Agreement

Kachin splinter group converted to
people’s militia

Phanida

October 20 –  As part of the Burmese
military junta’s policy of bringing disparate
armed groups under its wings, a  small
ceasefire Kachin splinter group led by
former Col. Lasan Awng Wah was
converted into a people’s militia at an
official function.

The transformation ceremony was
held in La Wa Yang village, Wai Mau
Township, east of I rrawaddy, 20 mi les
northeast of Kachin State capital Myitkyina
on October 16.

The function was attended by Col.
Lasan Awn Wah, who was a former KIA
intell igence and National Security
Department in-charge and the junta’s
Northern Command Commander Maj. Gen.
Soe Win.

The junta is keen on and applying
pressure to transform the ceasefire groups
into either the Border Guard Force (BGF)
or People’s Militia depending on respective
strength.

“The People’s Militia is lower than the
BGF in status. Lasan Awng Wah was
included in its 10-member Patron. They
have a combat force of only 60 and the
Resident Lawayang People’s Militia was
divided into two gr oups,” Kachin News

Group Editor Naw Din said.
Junta’s Regional Command

Commander Maj. Gen. Soe Win divided the
ceasefire group into two groups with a
strength of 30 each and named them
‘Lawah’ and ‘Kway Htu’. They have to wear
green uniforms.

Lasan Awn Wah group split from the
KIO/KIA in early 2004 and took refuge in
an area controlled by the ‘New Democratic
Army – Kachin’ (NDA-K).

In 2005, the former Northern
Command Commander Maj. Gen. Ohn
Myint gave them an area in ‘Kway Htu Pa’
region, seven miles south of Lawa Yun
village.
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militants and smugglers having a free run,”
the report said quoting a Home Ministry
official.

The orders to India’s paramilitary force
to move closer to the border came
following Indian Army Chief General
Deepak Kapoor’s three-day visit, October
11 to 14, to Burma, where he met junta
supremo  Senior General Than Shwe and
Vice Senior General Maung Aye and
discussed cooperation between the two
armies.

Before Kapoor’s visit to Burma, a
meeting between Home Secretaries and
Directors General of Police of India’s North
Eastern states was held in Assam’s capital
Guwahati, where it was agreed to
formulate effective counter-insurgency
operations.

Meanwhile, sources on the border
said, though there are no signs of
increased military activi ty, Assam Rifles
battalions have begun moving closer to the
Burma border in Manipur and Mizoram
states. They have repositioned themselves

about five miles from the border.
“Earlier, ther e were only about 20

soldiers in a camp near the border but now
we notice there are at least 50 soldiers in
one outpost,” the source said.

“They have also increased patrols
along the border,” he added.

On Monday, the Assam Rifles, in a
statement said, the troops detained a rebel
belonging to the United National Liberated
Front (UNLF) during a mobile operation on
October 17, near Waikhong in Chandel
district in Manipur near the bor der.

The Indian government has frequently
sought help from the Burmese Army to
flush out North-east rebels from its soil.

As a part of the two countries
cooperation, both Indian and Burmese
military also hold regular discussions on
border security management including
northeast insurgents. The 37th biannual
military meeting between the two countries
was held in Kalemyo in Sagaing Division,
Burma in late August.

currently holding its Asia-Pacific regional
conference.

The conference of the WFDY, of which
two Burmese students and youth
organisations - the All Burma Students
League (ABSL) and All Burma Federation
of Student Unions (ABFSU) - are also
members, is being attended by over 500
youths from 10 countries including China,
Vietnam, Burma, Lebanon and Hungary.

“What is happening in Burma is the
regime is absolutely against the people’s
mandate,” said Murugun. “The people
should defeat the military junta.”

Communist Party of India (CPI)’s
Secretary D. Raja, during his speech at the
conference encouraged participants to
support Burmese students and youths, who
have been struggling for democracy and
freedom for 20 years.

“He also explained to them about the
current political situation in Burma and
hoped that the day when democracy will
be restored in the country is drawing
nearer,” Kyaw Than, President of the New

Delhi-based All Burmese Students League
(ABSL), who attended the conference, told
Mizzima.

Along with Kyaw Than, the conference
was also attended by the foreign affairs
in-charge of the All Burma Federation of
Student Unions (ABFSU), Kyaw Win.

Murugun said the ongoing World
Federation Democratic Youth (WFDY)’s
Asia Pacific Regional Forum, which began
after the AIYF’s 50th anniversary, wi ll
further discuss democracy and human
rights issues across the world including in
Sri Lanka and Burma on Thursday.

“I am really impressed with the
conference. This sort of activity is rarely
seen in Burma. Youths across the world
could get together and discuss world
matters,” Kyaw Win, said.

Burma’s military rulers have banned
student unions and organisations including
the All Burma Federation of Student Unions
(ABFSU). Leaders of the ABFSU including
prominent activists Min Ko Naing and Ko
Ko Gyi are now under detention.

Continued from Page 5

Japan and the Mekong countries, including
Thailand, Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam and
Burma.

After the summit, Japan committed to
offer more than 500 billion yen (US$5.6
billion) in aid to five countries in the Mekong
region over the next three years starting
from 2010. It will assist 63 projects in the
region, including developing ports, airports
and power lines, encouraging private sector
investments. It will also invite 30,000
people, including children, to visit Japan
to promote exchange and understanding
over the next three years.

The government leaders from five
Mekong regions expressed appreciation of
the initiative of Japanese leader Yukio

Hatoyama to start the “Decade towards the
Green Mekong” in 2010.

Japan initiated the Mekong-Japan
Cooperation framework while designating
the year 2009 as the Mekong-Japan
Exchange Year, which follows the earlier
reaff irmation to help narrow the
development gaps in the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) through
various sub-regional development
projects.

“The Mekong region is the key to an
East Asian Community. The region still
faces a big development gap and by having
them overcome such difficulties will raise
the momentum and spiri t  of the
community,” said Hatoyama in a press
conference after the summit.

Mungpi

20 October 2009 - With several
journalists and media personnel among
the over 2,000 political prisoners, and the
government’s censorship board continuing
to restrict publications, Burma is holding
firm in its position among countries with
the lowest levels of press freedom.

Paris-based Reporters Sans Frontiers
(RSF), in its annual World Press Freedom
Index, ranked Burma 171st globally, ahead
only of bot tom-f eeders Turkmenistan,
North Korea and Eritrea.

RSF, in the r elease, highlighted
Burma’s ruling military junta’s continuing
censorship of the press and imprisonment
of journalists and media workers.

Son Moe Wai, Secretary of the Burma
Media Association, a partner organization
of RSF, told Mizzima Burma’s position in
the Index is not surprising, as the military
government continues to deliberately
intimidate journalists, ban publications and
revoke licenses.

“Nothing much has changed from
previous years. Burma’s military junta
continues to intimidate journalists and has
arrested several of them. And a number
of private weekly journals have seen the
revocation of their l icenses to print,” Son

Moe Wai added.
Except for the release of four

journalists - Eint Khaing Oo, Kyaw Kyaw
Thant, Thet Sin and Aung Nyien - last
month as part of the ruling junta’s amnesty
to 7,114 prisoners across the country, Son
Moe Wai said there have been no other
significant actions by the government that
indicate any sign of forthcoming
improvement in the near future.

According to Thailand-based
Assistance Association for Political
Prisoners – Burma’s political prisoner
population, inclusive of members from the
media community, remains at over 2,000.

No signs of improvement for Burma’s
media community

Court hears witnesses in trial against
Burmese-American

Mungpi

October 23  – A special court in
Rangoon’s notorious Insein prison on Friday
heard two prosecution witnesses in the trial
of Burmese born American Kyaw Zaw Lwin
(a.k.a) Nyi Nyi Aung.

Kyi Win, one of the defense attorneys,
said the testimony on Friday by an officer
of the Rangoon Special Branch Police and
an Immigration officer in the special court
presided over by a Minglardon Township
court judge, were not convincing and were
vague.

“But we still have 13 more prosecution
witnesses. It would be too early to
comment on the case, but so far we cannot
call Nyi Nyi Aung guilty,” said Kyi Win,
adding that the next hearing has been
scheduled for October 30.

The prosecution has charged Nyi Nyi
Aung under article 420 and 468, of fraud
and forgery. He is accused of possessing
a fake Burmese national identity card,
where he had allegedly placed his
photograph.

“The two prosecution witnesses today
produced the Burmese national identity
card that was said to have been forged by
Nyi Nyi Aung,” said Kyi Win, but he added
that the witnesses failed to provide specific
answers to several questions, which was
unconvincing to the lawyers.

The Burmese born American was
arrested on September 3, at the Rangoon
International Airport while entering Burma
from Bangkok. He was detained and later
charged. The US embassy has contacted
high court advocates Kyi Win and Nyan Win
to defend him.

On Friday, two of ficials from the US
embassy – a consular officer and a
Burmese official – attended the hearing.
But families of Nyi Nyi Aung, two of his

aunts, were barred from entering the court
room.

Though Nyi Nyi Aung is accused of
fraud and forgery, the Burmese junta’s
official mouthpiece, the New Light of
Myanmar newspaper, accused him of
collaborating with activists in exile and
trying to instigate unr est in the country.

The newspaper also accused him of
providing f inancial assistance to
underground activists inside Burma to carry
out explosions in public places.

“None of these are included in the
charges,” Kyi Win said.

The Burmese-American was a student
activist during the popular 1988 uprising
in Burma. But he fled to neighbouring
Thailand along with fellow students in the
wake of the mi litary crack-down on
protesters. He later migrated to Maryland
in United States, where he was naturalized
as a citizen.

His fellow activists said he had a valid
US passport and valid Burmese Visa,
provided by the Burmese embassy in
Bangkok, before flying to Rangoon.

Continued from Page 3

Nem Davies
November 05 – Six prisoners

including, former Foreign Minister U Win
Aung have died in a week in the infamous
Insein Prison, Rangoon, it is learnt.

Prison sources said that U Win Aung
(65), Ma Thida Soe from Pazuntaung,
Mayanthee from Mingaladon, Ko Phyo,
Myint Wei and Pho Si died  between from
October 28   and November 4.

Prison officials refused to answer
queries on the pretext that a meeting was
in progress when Mizzima contacted the
Prison Department, Rangoon Division for
details.

Aung Kyaw Oo of the Thai based
‘Association of Assistance to Political
Prisoners-Burma’ (AAPP-B) said, “We
heard that diarrhoea was endemic in the
prison for about three days. It is certain
something has happened inside the prison
but we do not know the detai ls yet”.

Advocate U Aung Thein, whose license
was revoked by the regime while
representing his clients in political cases,
said that ther e were 7,000 to 8,000
prisoners including political prisoners in
Insein prison.

“Some of my cl ients had TB,

malnutrition and skin diseases,” U Aung
Thein said.

Some prisoners died in prison from
internal injuries that they sustained in
interrogation camps and police stations.
They were subject to brutal torture like
beating and kicking during interrogation
before being sent to prison.

Monk U Pyinyar Thiri, who is now living
in New Delhi, India, recalled his suffering
in the No. 1 Interrogation Camp in
Monywa, for his role in the monk-led
protests in September 2007. He was
deprived of food and water for about a
week in custody, he said.

“They kicked me on my head and
chest. They hit me on my rib cage and
stomped on my toes with their combat
boots until they got the statement they
wanted from me. They tortured me until I
fell unconscious,” Uzin Pyinyar Thiri said.

The families of affluent prisoners can
afford to treat their loved ones in prison
hospitals and township hospitals outside
but most prisoners die in prison without
proper treatment, former prisoners said.

According to AAPP-B statistics, 141
political prisoners died in Burmese prisons
during 21 years, from 1988 to 2009

Six inmates die in Insein prison in a week
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Nobel Laureates call for action on Burma

October 29 -  Two Nobel
Peace Laureates visiting New
Delhi, Jody Williams and Mairead
Maguire, on Thursday reiterated
their call for the immediate
release of fellow Burmese Nobel
Peace Laureate Aung San Suu
Kyi, saying without her release
there cannot be genuine change
in Burma and the ruling junta’s
promises of reform would be only
“sweet words of democracy”.

Jody Williams, who won the
1997 Nobel Peace Prize for her
efforts in banning landmines,
during a press conference on
Thursday in New Delhi, urged the
international community and
particularly the United States,
which recently announced a new
policy of engagement with Burma,
to turn engagement into action
and bring genuine change and
democracy to the plighted
Southeast Asian country.

“My personal concern about
words and not action is that we
hear many ‘sweet words of
democracy and change’. Sweet
words are terrific, but if it fails to
bring change then it is a waste,”

Williams remarked.
Williams said the U.S. and the

European Union, if they choose to
engage the Burmese regime,
must ensure human rights
conditions in the country are
improving and should not start
talking about an end to sanctions
prior to the release of opposition
leader Aung San Suu Kyi.

The U.S. in September
announced a new policy on
Burma, saying it will directly
engage the Burmese junta while
maintaining existing sanctions,
which could be phased-out or
tightened depending on the
junta’s response to human rights
violations.

Williams, who in February
2003 was allowed a rare meeting
with Aung San Suu Kyi, said the
regime must prove their words by
setting the Burmese democracy
icon free and allowing her and her
party to participate in the
upcoming elections by conducting
a review of the 2008 Constitution.

Burmese Prime Minister
Thein Sein over the weekend told
his Association of Southeast Asian

Nations (ASEAN) counterparts he
is hopeful that Aung San Suu Kyi
can play a role in national
reconcil iat ion and that his
government might consider
releasing her from detention if she
maintains a “good attitude”.

Mairead Maguire, who won
the 1976 Nobel Peace Prize for
her work to bring peace to
Northern Ireland, warned ASEAN
not to be too full of praise for the
Burmese junta and instead focus
on pressuring the regime for real
changes inside the country.

“The lack of human rights in
Burma is a global responsibility –
and it is time to pressure Burma
to make real change,” Maguire
commented.

Maguire added that Burma
can only go forward once it hears
the voices of ethnic political
groups and human rights and
democracy prevail.

The Laureates, in a press
statement, said they support the
call of civil society for “real
change” in the lead-up to the
elections in 2010, strongly
arguing there can be no credible
polling without the release of
Aung San Suu Kyi and the over
2,000 political prisoners.

Williams and Maguire, along
with Nobel Peace Laureate Shirin
Ebadi from Iran, are in India’s
capital New Delhi at the invitation
of His Holiness the Dalai Lama to
mark the 50th anniversary of
Tibetans in exile.

While in New Delhi, the
Laureates are also meeting with
women from Burma living in exile
in New Delhi.

“We are asking governments
to listen to the voice of the people
– and support nonviolent change
and democracy in Burma,” said
Maguire.
                  (Writing by Mungpi)

US urged to call for revision
of constitution

Junta supremo to visit Sri Lanka
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Mungpi

November 04  - Burma’s
main opposition party – the
National League for Democracy
– on Wednesday told the visiting
United States diplomats to
include the revision of the 2008
constitution as one of the main
agendas in its engagement with
the ruling junta.

1990 election winning party
told the US Assistant Secretary
of State, Kurt Campbell led US
delegation that without revising
the 2008 constitution there could
be no free and fair elections, no
improvement in the situation of
Human Rights, and the process
of national reconciliation cannot
be kick-started.

Campbell along with US
ambassador to the Association
of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN), Scot Marciel,
accompanied by Charge d’Affairs
of US embassy in Rangoon Larry
M Dinger, on Wednesday visited
the NLD office as part of their
fact-finding mission.

“The main discussion from
our side is urging them to call
for a revision of the 2008
constitution, without which, none
of the other concerns including
violation of human rights can be
achieved,” Win Tin, a Central
Executive Committee (CEC)
member of the NLD told
Mizzima.

The US diplomats are in
Burma for a two-day fact-finding
mission as part of the US’s new
policy of engaging the military
regime while maintaining the
existing sanctions.

They arrived on Tuesday,
also had a two hour meeting
with detained opposition leader
Aung San Suu Kyi on Wednesday
afternoon prior to their meeting
with the NLD CEC.

“We did not have enough
time to discuss or ask the
diplomats about their meeting
with Daw Suu,” Win Tin said,
adding that their meeting with
the two US officials began at
about 3:30 p.m. and concluded
at 4:30 p.m. (local time).

In their discussions, Win Tin
said, the NLD made it clear that
they will not participate in the
2010 elections unless the junta
revises the 2008 constitution, on
the basis of which the elections
will be held.“It is good to demand
the release of Aung San Suu Kyi
and other political prisoners, but
if the constitution is not revised,

there would be no improvement
in Burma’s politics,” Win Tin said.

He argued that the 2008
constitution, which was drafted
following a 14-year long
convention, where delegates
were handpicked, is designed to
safeguard the military’s interest
and not to guarantee the peoples’
rights.

“If we take out the gist of the
constitution, we can say that the
Tatmadaw [mi litary] is the
principle guardian of the
constitution, Tatmadaw is the
principle operator of the
constitution and Tatmadaw is the
principle interpreter of the
constitution,” Win Tin remarked.

He said he is a l i t t le
disappointed with the US for
remaining silent over the junta’s
2008 constitution and making no
particular mention in their calls
for reform.

The United States has urged
Burmese military rulers to
release polit ical prisoners
including Suu Kyi and to make the
2010 elections an all inclusive
process but has not particularly
called for a revision of the 2008
constitution, Win Tin said.

“For me, this is most
surprising because without
getting the foundation right,
nothing will be right. There can
be no free and fair election and
no inclusiveness in the political
process,” he added.

But he said the NLD
welcomes the visit of Campbell
led delegation and urged them
to take stronger initiatives in
order to facilitate a political
dialogue in Burma.

Earl ier on Wednesday
morning, the US delegates met
Burmese Prime Minister Thein
Sein at the new jungle capital
city of Naypyitaw. The delegation
also met several other political
parties including ethnic
nationalities political parties.

Campbell is the senior most
US official to visit Burma in the past
14 years. But he is unlikely to meet
junta supremo Snr General Than
Shwe, as he is away on a tour to
the Cyclone Nargis devastated
region of the Irrawaddy delta.

The delegation’s visit is the
second step in the new US’s policy
of engagement with the junta,
announced in September. I n
September, Campbell met U
Thaung, the Burmese Minister for
Science and Technology in New
York on the sidelines of the United
Nations General Assembly.

Kurt Campbell,  US Assistant Secretary of StateKurt Campbell,  US Assistant Secretary of State

Senior General Than ShweSenior General Than Shwe
Sri Lanka President Mahinda RajapaksaSri Lanka President Mahinda Rajapaksa

November 11 – The
Burmese junta Supremo Senior
General Than Shwe will visit Sri
Lanka on Thursday at the
invitation of Sri Lankan President
Mahinda Rajapaksa, said official
sources.

Than Shwe, with an
entourage of several ministers is
will arrive Columbo on November
12 with the newly bought
Myanmar Airways International

A-320 aircraft and will return to
Naypyitaw on November 15.

 His visit is reciprocal in
nature following that of Sri Lanka
President Mahinda Rajapaksa’s
visit to Burma in June.

During the ensuing visit, the
junta chief is expected to visit the
pilgrimage sites of the country.
Than Shwe’s family, which has an
ostentatious life style, will be part
of the official visit.


