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Leaders of Burma’s main opposition party – the National League for Democracy – on
Monday began a five-day training — ‘Party Organising’ at the party headquarters in
Rangoon. Photo – Mizzima. The NLD said they are willing to participate in the junta’s planned
2010 elections if the government fulfills four conditions, including the release of Aung San
Suu Kyi and political prisoners and amendment of the 2008 constitution.

Salai Pi Pi

October 9 – Detained
Burmese democracy icon Aung
San Suu Kyi on Friday asked
diplomats from the United States,
United Kingdom and Australia
about their countries’ stand on
sanctions, the motive behind it,
and its impact.

 The Nobel Peace Laureate
was met by US deputy Charge
d’Affair, UK’s Ambassador Andrew
Heyn and Australia’s Deputy Head
of Mission, Simon Starr for an
hour at a government guest
house in Rangoon, Nyan Win,
spokesperson of her party the
National League for democracy
said.

 “During the meeting, Daw
Suu requested the diplomats to
provide her with the facts on what
sort of and how many sanctions
their countries had imposed
against the Burmese regime,”
Nyan Win said.  

 “She also asked them on
what grounds the sanctions were
imposed and what are the
consequences of the sanctions on
the people,” Nyan Win added.

 Following the meeting,
diplomats from the three
countries also met Nyan Win along
with several members of National
League for Democracy, including
Khin Maung Swe, Hla Pe, Soe
Myint, Lun Tin and Than Tun.

 Nyan Win said, the diplomats
briefed them about the
discussions they had with the
party leader and also assured that
they will try their best to fulfill
Aung San Suu Kyi’s request.

 The meeting between Aung
San Suu Kyi and the diplomats

Aung San Suu Kyi discusses sanctions
with diplomats

came in response to her request
to Burma’s military supremo Snr
Gen Than Shwe. I n September,
the pro-democracy leader sent a
proposal offering to help in easing
western sanctions.

 In her letter, she asked Than
Shwe to arrange a meeting with
representatives of the US, UK, and
Australia in order to understand
the nature of sanctions and its
impact.

 Nyan Win welcomed the
talks saying, “I can say the recent
meeting shows that there is a little
progress in terms of cooperation
between the NLD’s leader Aung

San Suu Ky and the Burmese
military leaders.”

 But he refused to comment
if the meetings could be
interpreted as a sign of
willingness on the Burmese
mil i tary leaders’ side to
implement change through
cooperation with Aung San Suu
Kyi, who has been under some
form of detention for over 14 of
the past 20 years.

 But Aye Thar Aung,
Secretary of the Committee
Representing Peoples’ Parliament
(CRPP), a coalition of political
parties that won  the 1990

elections, said the recent
meetings between the junta and
Aung San Suu Kyi wil l  not
translate into progress politically
unless the junta is willing to revise
its 2008 constitution and withhold
its 2010 election plans.

 “Lifting sanctions alone will
not solve the political problem,”
said Aye Thar Aung adding that
the meetings must result in
actions and wil l ingness to
implement change.

 In response to Aung San Suu
Kyi’s letter, the junta’ s Liaison
Minister Aung Kyi met her twice

Kyaw Kha

October 9  – Burmese Army
officials have managed to
persuade and driven a wedge
between members of the
ceasefire ethnic armed group the
‘United Wa State Army’ (UWSA)
in northern and central Shan State
in order to transform its army into
the regime controlled ‘Border
Guard Force’ (BGF).

Officers from the ‘Military
Operation Command’ (MOC) 16
based in Seinwi, Kwanlon and
Hopan in northern Shan State met
some Wa officials from Mai Mai

based 318th Brigade and Mai
Khan based 468th Brigade. They
persuaded them to accept the
junta’s proposal, according to the
Thai based ‘Shan Herald News
Agency’ (SHAN) Assistant Editor
U Sein Kyi.

“They were called to Hopang
for discussions with junta officers
on October 8. I heard that the
Kwanlon, Hopang based Burmese
Army officers would meet Wa
officers of the 318th and 468th
Brigades in northern Wa
control led area through
middlemen for discussions,” Sein
Kyi told Mizzima.

October 9  - Burma’s
opposition leader and democracy
icon Aung San Suu Kyi met foreign
diplomats in a government guest
house for about an hour on Friday.

The detained Nobel Peace
Laureate Aung San Suu Kyi was
allowed to meet diplomats from
United States, United Kingdom
and Australia at the Seinle
Kanthar government Guest house
in Rangoon from 10 a.m. to 11
a.m. (local time).

The meeting came a day after
the Burmese junta’s Liaison
Minister Aung Kyi met Aung San

Suu Kyi on Wednesday to discuss
the proposal by the Nobel Peace
Laureate to junta supr emo Snr.
Gen Than Shwe.

I n late September, the
detained pro-democracy leader
sent a proposal to Than Shwe
offering to help out in easing
western economic sanctions.  But
in order to do so, she requested
the government to arrange
meetings between her and
diplomats of the US, UK and
Australia to understand the depth
of the sanctions and the stance
of these governments.

Aung San Suu Kyu meets
foreign diplomats

Army drives wedge between
Wa forces
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Issuing Kyat 5,000 notes, signs of
monetary erosion: expert

Aung San Suu Kyi’s offer to Than
Shwe on sanctions

Mungpi

October 7  – The consul officer of the
United States embassy met detained citizen
Kyaw Zaw Lwin in Rangoon’s Insein prison
on Sunday, and appointed two la wyers to
take up his case.

An off icial at the embassy on
Wednesday told Mizzima, that “An embassy
consular officer met Kyaw Zaw Lwin a
second time on Sunday, October 4 in I nsein
Prison.”

High Court Advocates Kyi Win and Nyan
Win, have been appointed as attorneys to
defend Kyaw Zaw Lwin (alias) Nyi Nyi Aung,
arrested and detained on September 3 on
his arrival at the Rangoon International
Airport from Thailand.

Nyan Win and Kyi Win also teamed up
to defend the Nobel Peace Laureate Aung
San Suu Kyi, who was charged for violating
her terms of detention and sentenced on

August to 18 months of a suspended
sentence.

US embassy officials, however, did not
say whether Nyi Nyi Aung has been officially
charged and did not talk about his health
condition.

Earlier on Monday, Nyan Win, who is
also handling the case of detained
opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi said
that he had taken up the case for the
release of Nyi Nyi Aung from Insein prison.

Nyi Nyi Aung, who was a student
activist involved in the 1988 student-led
pro-democracy uprising, is a naturalised
US citizen and is reportedly a resident of
Maryland.

Sources said he had a valid US
passport and a social visit Visa to Burma,
when he flew into Rangoon on a TG flight
on September 3.

But the government’s mouthpiece, the
New Light of Myanmar newspaper accused
him of collaborating with exiled opposition
groups and linking up with underground
activists inside Burma.

The newspaper also accused him of
providing financial assistance to activists
inside Burma to plant explosives and to
instigate unrest.

Nyi Nyi Aung’s family members
including his sister and mother are serving
prison terms for their involvement in the
‘Saffron Revolution’, where monks led
thousands of protesters on the streets of
Rangoon in September 2007.

His sister, Thet Thet Aung (35), w as
sentenced to 65 years in prison, while his
mother is serving a five-year prison term.

US embassy official meets detained
citizen, lawyers appointed

Mungpi

September 25  - The surprise
announcement to issue new 5,000 Kyat
notes on Thursday by the military rulers,
signals a serious erosion of the Kyat
through inflation, and could cause a sharp
fall in the value of the Burmese Kyat, an
economic expert said.

Sean Turnell, Professor of Economics
at the Macquarie University in Sydney,
Australia said the announcement “signals
above all the serious erosion of the Kyat
through inflation. The issue of the new
larger denomination note is official
recognition of this.”

Burma’s state-run television on
Thursday evening announced that a new
5,000 Kyat note would be in circulation
from October 1, and all legal tender

currency notes and coins will also continue
to be in circulation.

The announcement, which came as a
surprise to the people, also sparked
apprehension of r ising prices of
commodities in anticipation of the soaring
inflation r ates. On Friday, tr aders in
Rangoon said, the price of gold rose
sharply to 600,000 Kyat (US $ 600) per
Kyattha (1.63 gram), a rise of 24,000 Kyat
from the earlier price.

“I predict a sharp fall in the value of
the Kyat in the unofficial exchange market,
as people moved into $US and other
currencies whilst they see how the new
currency pans out,” said Turnell, who has
long monitored Burma’s economy.

He said people are likely to be
apprehensive because of Burma’s
problematic monetary history, and the very

Mungpi

September 28  - Burma’s detained
opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi has
said she needs to talk to representatives
of the United States, the European Union
and Australia as a first step to persuade
them to lift economic sanctions on the
Southeast Asian nation.

In a letter to Snr Gen Than Shwe, on
September 25, the detained Nobel Peace
Laureate said, she is willing to work with
the junta for the lifting of sanctions on
Burma and asked to be allowed to hold
talks with representatives of the countries
that have imposed the sanctions.

Aung San Suu Kyi, general secretary
of the National League for Democracy, also
said, in order to work for the removal of
sanctions, the extent and consequences of
the sanctions must be understood. It will
also require understanding of the stand of
the countries that imposed the sanctions.

In order to understand the stance of
the countries, which had imposed
sanctions, the Burmese democracy leader
said she needs to be allowed to talk to the
Charge d’Affairs of United States,
Ambassadors of the European Union and
Australia to discuss lifting of sanctions.

The letter, according to her part y’s
spokesperson Nyan Win, was sent to Nay
Pyi Taw on Saturday, after consultations
with her on the text and contents.

“I drafted the letter and got it
approved from Daw Suu and sent it to

Naypyitaw,” Nyan Win said.
Aung San Suu Kyi, in the letter also

asked the junta to allow her to talk to her
party in order to discuss the sanctions.

The democracy icon’s proposal comes
at a time when the US Secretary of State
Hillary Clinton gave a preview of the US
policy towards Burma, which is under
review and will soon be completed.

Clinton, in her preview of the Burma
policy on the sidelines of the 64th UN
General Assembly, said the US would
directly engage with the Burmese military
regime while maintaining economic
sanctions.

Clinton said the US has not opted for
engagement for sanctions, but is willing
to increase engagement with Naypyitaw
as sanctions alone in the past have failed
to bring the desired behavioural change in
the military leaders of Burma.

Nyan Win said Aung San Suu Kyi has
welcomed Clinton’s preview of US’s Burma
policy, but said the US should engage both
the military regime and opposition groups
including her party.

Since the Obama regime came to
power, there has been much talk about
US’s policy on Burma. Clinton in February
said US sanctions has failed but also said
engagement by neighbouring countries
also failed to bring change in Burma.

Pro-engagement groups, including
Senator James Webbs, who visited Burma
in August, argue that sanctions hurt the
ordinary Burmese people and only push the
generals further into isolation and reduce
the US’s influence on them.

But pro-sanction groups see the mass
poverty of the Burmese people as the
mismanagement of the economy by the
regime and sanctions has not added but
only punished the generals. It sends them
messages that the international community
does not tolerate their actions.

Nyo Ohn Myint, in-charge of Foreign
Affairs Committee of the NLD in exile said,
even if the US does not lift sanctions, if
they begin engaging with the regime, it
could still send a wrong message to it. The
regime might interpret that it is being
legally accepted.

“Once the US begins engaging with the
regime, it would be a kind of acceptance
of their rule,” Nyo Ohn Myitn told Mizzima
in a recent interview.

in five days.
 The US, in i ts new policy, has said it

will directly engage the Burmese junta

while maintaining sanctions that could be
phased out as the regime proves that it is
making progress politically.

 Editing by Mungpi

destructive ‘demonetisation’ episodes that
caused people to distrust the issue of new
denominations.

“In the past, these [issuing new notes]
have usually been accompanied by
declarations that other denominations are
declared to be no longer legal tender. So,
people have a right to be nervous
whenever something like this happens,”
Turnell added.

Meanwhile, sources on the Sino-Burma
border said, following the announcement
on Thursday, traders were seen buying
Chinese Yuan to be stocked causing a
further fall of Burmese Kyat to 170 per 1
Yaun from the previous 160.

But in Thailand and Indian borders,

traders said trade remained normal with
the money exchange rates remaining more
or less stable. Currently, the exchange rate
between India and Burma is 21.5 Kyat per
1 Rupee. The exchange rate between Thai
Baht and Kyat is 31 Kyat per 1 Baht.

While the announcement reaffirms the
devaluation of the Kyat, Turnell said, the
big notes would help people, who are used
to large scale day to day transactions.

Turnell said, whi le i t would be
interesting to think what people will use
the notes for, “One thing is certain - not as
a ‘store of value’, since I think ther e is still
widespread distrust in all Kyat money
forms in Burma.”

Continued from Front Page ÒÔ
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Myint Maung

October 5  - Four women activists,
praying for the release of detained
opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi, were
arrested on Saturday,  the eve of full moon
day that marked the end of Buddhist lent,
sources close to the activists said.

Naw Ohn Hla, Myint Myint San, Cho
Cho Lwin and Ma Cho, were arrested by
Rangoon’s Special Branch Police after
returning from the Magwe Monastery in
South Dagon suburb of Rangoon. They had
offered alms to monks on the eve of the
full-moon day, a source close to the
activists said.

“We were told that they dropped Cho
Cho Lwin at her shop in Thingankyun
Township and the other thr ee were on their
way back home. But they were picked up
by the SB from the road,” a family member
of Ma Cho told Mizzima.

The family member, who sought
anonymity, said Cho Cho Lwin was picked
up later from her shop by the SB. They
asked her to close the shop immediately
and follow them.

“Cho Cho Lwin was taken to the local
Peace and Development Council office. I
followed them but was not allowed to
enter,” said the family member adding that
they are still unaware of the whereabouts
of the four women activists.

Naw Ohn Hla, a former National
League for Democracy member has been

an active campaigner for the release of
Aung San Suu Kyi and regularly holds
prayers in pagodas on Tuesdays, the day
on which the pro-democracy leader was
born.

A close friend of Naw Ohn Hla in
Rangoon’s Hmawbe Township said, “I
heard that she had been arrested again.
But I don’t know her whereabouts. She is
often arrested but she is sent back the next
day. But this time she has not come back
yet.”

Buddhist monks in Burma and in exile
have set Saturday as the last date for the
military government to apologize to them
for their maltreatment of fellow monks
during the 2007 monk-led protests and in
the aftermath of the crackdown.

But since the junta failed to apologize,
monks said they have begun the third
boycott, known as ‘Pattani Kuzanakan’. The
boycott involves not accepting alms and
donations from members of the military
regime and not conducting any Buddhist
rituals for them.

The first ‘Pattani Kuzanakan’ was
announced in 1990, after soldiers were
ordered to shoot-down Buddhist monks
offering alms and donation on Burma’s
Martyr ’s Day. The second was in
September 2007, when soldiers attacked
monks in Pakokku town in Magwe division
while they were marching and chanting
metta-sutta, the Buddhist words for loving
kindness.

Salai Pi Pi

September 25  - The Asian Human
Rights Commission (AHRC) has urged the
international community to mount pressure
on Burma’s ruling junta to allow the
International Committee of the Red Cross
to resume visits to detention centres,
where widespread torture and abuses have
been reported.

The Hong Kong-based, Rights group,
in a statement on Thursday said maximum
efforts are needed to renew the mandate
of the ICRC in getting access to detention
centres across Burma without delay, as
some detainees have been tortured during
interrogation.

“The physical and mental injuries
caused in this period were either not
adequately treated or not treated at all
during the detainees’ incarceration,
causing some of them lifelong damage,”
AHRC said.

AHRC’s call came following the release
of about 120 political prisoners, as part of
the Burmese military regime’s amnesty
granted to 7,114 prisoners, on
humanitarian grounds. The AHRC’s
statement was supported by several
political prisoners, who are among those
released.

Myo Yan Naung Thein, a student
activist, who was arrested in September
2007 and released as part of the amnesty
told Mizzima he was severely beaten while
questioning and was insulted.

“I was blind folded and was taken
somewhere. As soon as I reached the
interrogation centre, they all started kicking
me,” he said.

A former Rangoon Technological
Institute (RIT ) student, Myo Yan Naung
Thein, was released from Sittwe Prison,
and is currently unable to walk properly
as a result of lack of adequate treatment
in prison.

“I was kept in a closed dark room.
Sometimes, the prison authorities slapped
and tortured me without asking any

questions. But sometimes they questioned
me the whole night without giving me any
food,” he recalle.

He said, he was often tied behind and
was given electric shocks.

Similarly, Katty Aung, a pregnant
woman arrested for her husband Tun Tun’s
involvement in September 2007 protests
and sentenced to 25 years in prison, said
she suffered a miscarriage after being
detained and suffered heart attacks, but
did not receive adequate treatment.

“When I was arrested, I was pregnant.
But because of low blood pressure and
insufficient food, I had a miscarriage,” she
said.

AHRC said cases of ill-treatment and
torture in the prisons across Burma are
rampant but the situation has deteriorated
after a halt to ICRC’s prison visits in 2005.

According to the Assistance
Association for Political Prisoners-Burma
(AAPP-B), there are at least 2200 political
prisoners including Nobel Peace Laureate
Aung San Suu Kyi in Burma.

AHRC said the renewal of ICRC’s prison
visits, would be “a practical and quickly-
implementable step to reduce the incidence
of abuse and ameliorate some of its worst
consequences.”

“If then this much cannot be done, what
good can be said of the release of a few
thousand shattered bodies, while tens of
thousands more continue to have the same
type of abuses heaped upon them daily?,”
asked the group.

The ICRC carried out regular visits to
detainees in prisons and labour camps
from 1999 to the end of 2005 but
suspended it when members of the junta-
backed civil organisation –the Union
Solidarity and Development Association -
insisted on accompanying them in their
prison visits, which is against the ICRC’s
internationally-recognized conditions.

At present, the ICRC continues to
support family visits to detainees and works
to enhance the effectiveness of the
Myanmar Red Cross Society.

ICRC should revisit Burmese jails:
AHRC

Four women activists arrested by
special branch

Phanida

September 30 – The Kachin
Independence Organization (KIO), an
ethnic armed group in Northern Burma,
have proposed the junta to cooperate with
some of its departments.

Representatives of the KIO put up their
proposal during a meeting with
Commander of the junta’s Northern
Command Maj-Gen. Soe Win on Tuesday,
where they also discussed on the junta’s
proposal to transform the Kachin
independence Army (KIA), armed wing of
KIO, into the Border Guard Force (BGF).

“Soe Win just wanted us to accept their
proposal. We told them we would
transform some of our departments, which
can work in tandem with the junta’s
departments. It is in the discussion stage,”
a KIO official, who attended the meeting,
told Mizzima.

“Our agriculture, forest conservation,
education and health departments will

cooperate with them. We will build school
buildings along with them. We have
communicated this,” the of ficial added.

Led by Vice-Chairman Gauri Zau Sai
the KIO delegation to the meeting included
at least 10 departmental heads such as
the agriculture, health, education, forest
conservation, regional developments.

The junta’s delegation was led by the
Regional Commander Maj. Gen. Soe Win
and Col. Thet Pone from Military Affairs
Security (MAS) along with others.

During the meeting, the junta’s
commander, however, made no response
to the KIO’s proposal of allowing some of
its departments to cooperate with the
Burmese army. The meeting ended with
both sides agreeing to meet again in a few
days.

In late April, the Burmese junta
proposed all ceasefire armed groups to
transform their armed wings into the
Border Guard Force. Following the
proposal, KIO leaders and military
commanders met at least eight times and
discuss over the proposal.

Despite of the much pressures by the
junta, the KIO convened a mass meeting
on September 5, at a KIO controlled town
of Laiza at the Sino-Burmese border.

The meeting, attended 324 delegates
including religious leaders, Kachin culture
groups, and Kachin social groups, adopted
a resolution to transform to the KIO into a
Kachin Regional Guard Force (KRGF) to be
maintained and administered by the KIO
instead of the BGF.

On September, the MAS Chief Lt. Gen.
Ye Myint told the KIO in a meeting to tak e
a final decision on the BGF issue by October.

Later, six top rank KIO leaders including
Vice-Chairman Dr. Tu Ja resigned from
their posts and formed the Kachin State
Progressive Party (KSPP) to contest the
2010 general election.

KIO wants partial cooperation with
junta

   Insein

Similarly junta officers are trying to
drive a wedge between some Wa forces
based in Maitho, Mai Kham along the Thai-
Burma border to split the ethnic forces,
Sein Kyi, a Wa observer added.

In the wake of military operations
against Kokang (MNDAA) forces, the Wa
forces in the 171st Region, southern Wa
State are moving cautiously in their area
and arranging reinforcements, dumping
military supplies and moving at night, it is
learnt.

“In some vil lages, arms and
ammunitions have been issued since the
end of August and early September. There
is troop buildup, dumping of food and
supplies, and military manoeuvres after the
assault against Kokang forces,” Sein Kyi

said.
The junta’s forces have deployed

armoured units and heavy weaponry
northeast of Kengtung, central Wa region,
around Mengshat and Thantone Township,
20 miles from Hopang in northern Wa
control led region. These are the
strongholds of the Wa Army.

According to mi litary analysts’, Wa has
a 25,000-strong army plus 40,000-strong
people’s militia forces. One of every three
people’s militia is a former Wa army soldier,
Sein Kyi said.

Thai border security officials estimate
that about 200,000 Wa war refugees will
flee to Chiang Mai and Chiang Rai in
Thailand when war breaks out between
the junta and Wa forces based along the
Thai-Burma and Sino-Burma borders.

Continued from Front Page ³³³³³
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Usa Pichai

September 24  - The Thai born boy,
whose parents are from Burma, has
become a role model for stateless children
in Thailand after he won prizes at the
Origami Airplane Contest in Japan.
However, the Thai Ministry of I nterior sti ll
has not guaranteed granting the boy Thai
nationality.

Chaovarat Chanvirakul, the Thai
Minister of Interior said that he
congratulated Mong Thongdee (12), who
is just back from the Origami Airplane
Contest in Japan, where he won the third
prize for Thailand in the individual category
but bagged first prize in the team
competition.

“However, to grant him Thai citizenship
we have to consider other things too,
because in the future it will be difficult if
tens of thousands of stateless  people in
Thailand also ask for nationality,”  he said,
according to a Thai newspaper
Komchadluek.

Earlier, the I nterior Ministry Minister
Chaovarat Chanvirakul was severely
criticized and charges of human rights
violation were filed by the Thai Lawyer
Council after the Ministry refused to issue
travel documents to the boy.

Mong has become a role model for
stateless children, particularly in his

hometown Chiang Mai Northern Thailand.
Naree  Manit, a 10-year old girl, who

also has no citizenship because her parents
are ethnic Shan from Burma like Mong told
Mizzima that her mother tells her to study
harder so that she may get a good
opportunity like Mong.

“I also want to go abroad like Mong.
Friends in school are also waiting for news
about the competition and it is good that
he got prizes for Thailand.” She said.

Naree is studying in a school for
migrant children in Fang district of Chiang
Mai where thousands of children are
stateless. In Thailand there are more than
200,000 stateless children.

Mong Thongdee was born of Burmese
migrant workers working in Chiang Mai.
His parents are ethnic Shan. He won the
first prize in a paper aeroplane making
competition held in Bangkok last year.

Following the competition he was
entitled to join the Origami Airplane
competition held in Japan on September
19 and 20 where he got the prizes.

The Science Ministry will appoint Mong
Thongdee, a Thai born but stateless boy,
as its youth ambassador.

“We will offer him scholarships too,”
Science Minister Khunying Kalaya
Sophonpanich said on Monday.

She said the scholarships would enable
Mong to get a degree and even a doctorate
if he wanted.

“He deserves the scholarships because
he bolstered the country’s reputation and
has become an inspiration for other
children to learn more about science,”
Kalaya said.

Mong does not qualify for Thai
nationality even though this is where he
was born, lives and goes to school because
he was born to Burmese migrant workers.

After arriving in Thailand with his
prizes, Mong went to Siriraj Hospital to
wish His Majesty the King, who was
admitted on Saturday, a quick recovery. He
also plans to get ordained as a novice for
10 days in dedication to the King.

Granting nationality to Origami boy
champion uncertain

Usa Pichai

October 7  – The ongoing conflict
between the Burmese Army and ethnic
armed groups and Thailand’s energy
dependence on its neighbour has
significantly affected Thai security policy
and bilateral relations between the two
countries, according to a conference in
Bangkok.

Bhornchart Bunnag , Director of the
Bureau of Border Security Affairs and
Defence at the National Security Council
(NSC) said in a conference at
Chulalongkorn University in Bangkok on
Tuesday that Thai land was affected the
most by the  situations in Burma. The
bilateral policy has many angles which
need to be considered.

“Thailand’s policy towards Burma has
changed in the past few years. These
include development projects that would
link it with Burma China and Lao. It would
not only affect trading but could lead to
more trans-border crimes. We should
prepare for that eventuality,” he said.

“In addition, Thailand is dependent on
energy resources from neighbouring
countries particularly Lao and Burma. It
increasingly affects security and bilateral
affairs,” Bhornchart said at the conference.

The conference “Thailand’s Position,
Roles and Policy towards Burma/Myanmar”
was organized on Tuesday by the Faculty
of Political Sciences, Chulalongkorn
University, Bangkok. Participants included
diplomats, and scholars focusing on Burma
and the media.

Bhornchart added that the government
would continue to abide by the current
policy of not forcing refugees back to unsafe
areas. He said, “Any repatriation of
displaced people would be voluntary,”
according to a report in The Nation
newspaper on Tuesday.

Moreover, Bhornchart said, the refugee
situation could worsen if the Burmese
Army launched more attacks against cease-
fire groups, such as the Shan or the Wa

rebels.
Democrat Party MP Kraisak

Choonhavan and Chairperson of ASEAN
Inter-Parliamentary Myanmar Caucus said
that the international community and
Thailand should be more concerned
regarding the plight of displaced people,
particularly Karen and the Shan groups,
both inside Burma and those residing in
camps along the Thai border.

Kraisak pointed out that the
development projects which Thailand had
invested in led to more human rights
violations in Burma as in the case of dam
construction projects on Salween Rivers.
Here the Burmese junta forced the
relocation of numerous of ethnic people.
In addition, the recent clashes between the
Burmese Army and the Wa armed group
on Thailand and China borders could force
many more refugees into Chiang Mai and
Chiang Rai provinces.

He also drew attention to a well-
known report, ‘License to Rape,’ saying the
outrage committed against minority
women by the Burmese military is
occurring in resource-rich areas.

Assistant Prof Puangthong Pawakapan,
a scholar from the Faculty of Political
Science at Chulalongkorn University,
dismissed suggestions that conflict and
human rights violations inside Burma were
their internal problems not because of
international influence but because
Thailand is at the receiving end.

“Thailand doesn’t have a coherent
policy on Burma. We want cheap migrant
labourers and natural resources such as
timber but we don’t seem to realize that
the Burmese junta forces their own people
from that area so that we can have these
concessions,” she added.

General Vaipot Srinual, former Deputy
Permanent-Secretary of the Ministry of
Defence said that Thailand’s military still
has to take preventive measures for low-
scale conflicts along the border. Burma,
however, should be the main actor in
solving its problem.

Thailand affected by situation in
Burma

Mungpi

October 6  – In the wake of the
announcement by the United States of its
new Burma policy, Human Rights Watch
on Monday urged Australia to review its
policy towards the military-ruled Southeast
Asian nation.

Australia currently has an arms

embargo, targeted financial sanctions for
selected military generals and their
relatives. However, the HRW in its letter to
Foreign Minister Stephen Smith urged
Australia to effectively continue in its
engagement approach – Diplomacy,
Sanctions, and Aid.

“Australia already has a very good
policy on Burma, but we are urging them
to take an initiative on a multilateral level
like in the United Nations and other
international ar ena,” David Scott
Mathieson, Burma researcher at the HRW,
said.

Kenneth Roth, Executive Director of the
HRW in his letter said, in order to have
effective and meaningful engagement with
Burma, Australia must be principled and
should not be used by the junta to buy time.

The HRW also urged Australia to
appoint a special envoy to Burma, so as to
be able to enhance dialogue with the
Burmese generals as well as other regional
and international stakeholders.

On sanctions, HRW said Australia
needs to make it more effective by updating
and enlarging the list of individuals

targeted for financial sanctions.
“The current Australian sanctions, like

the arms embargo is really good. But the
targeted financial sanctions need to be
updated and should be enlarged to include
companies and business enterprises that
are supporting the junta, ” Mathieson said.

But the HRW said while sanctions are
imposed on the military generals, Australia
should increase its humanitarian aid to the
Burmese people as they are facing a
humanitarian crisis.

However, the HRW cautioned that as
the Burmese military junta is making a lot
of profit from the sale of the country’s
natural resources, humanitarian assistance
should not undermine the ability of the
Burmese junta to contribute to the needs
of the people.

“Donor discussions with the SPDC over
the provision of humanitarian assistance
should not come in the way of the
government’s abil ity to contribute
substantially to such assistance,” Roth said
referring to the Burmese junta with its
off icial name of State Peace and
Development Council (SPDC).

HRW urges Australia to review
Burma policy

To make matters simple and clear, the
HRW said humanitarian assistance should
not have any political agenda as the
purpose of humanitarian aid is “to keep
people alive and healthy”.

“No one should expect humanitarian
aid itself to have a significant political effect
in opening up the country or changing the
government’s policies,” the HRW said.

But donors should stress on the
importance of transparency and
accountability in delivering humanitarian
aid, including the need for approaches that
strengthen civil society that respond to the
views and needs of ordinary people.

The HRW’s letter came days after the
US announced its new policy on Burma.
Under the new policy, the US said its
fundamental objectives have not altered,
but it will use a different tactic using both
‘engagement’ and ‘sanctions’.

The US said it will directly engage the
Burmese regime while maintaining the
existing sanctions with a provision to scale
down or tighten it depending on the
Burmese regime’s response to the US’s
concerns.

  Stephen Smith
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September 24  – Burmese rebels
currently undergoing trial at a City Sessions
Court in Kolkata, India, on September 16
and 17 told the Court they are not criminals
but freedom fighters from Burma who were
betrayed by an Indian military intelligence
officer.

In individual statements signed by the
34 detained, the Burmese rebels said far
from being gunrunners, they are freedom
fighters working for democracy and human
rights in military-ruled Burma.

In a statement signed and submitted
to the court on Thursda y, September 17,
Danya Linn, one of the 34 rebels, said, “We
came at the invitation, and in peace, of
India – as friends. I did not have any
weapons with me and none were taken
from me.”

“This is a false case,” elaborated Danya
Linn, appealing to the court, iterating, “I
want justice – I have spent 11 years in
detention. Indian authorities want to send
us to Burma – where we will be executed.”

The statements were given by the
accused in response to the judge’s
questions, which were based on
allegations made by prosecution
witnesses.

Indian military personnel on Landfall
Island arrested the rebels, Arakanese and
Karen in ethnicity, in February 1998,
claiming the 34 rebels were caught along
with a huge cache of arms and
ammunitions during a joint military exercise
codenamed ‘Operation Leech III’ in
February 1998 on Landfall Island in the
Andaman and Nicobar archipelago.

While the Indian military establishment
claims they were arrested for gunrunning,
the rebels say they are freedom fighters
betrayed by elements within India’s military
intelligence, promising them use of a base

on Landfall Island.
The rebels, who were detained in Port

Blair for eight years, are currently charged
with possession of explosive materials,
arms and ammunition and illegal entry into
India, said Akshay Kumar Sharma, a
defense lawyer for the rebels.

Charged with illegal gunrunning,
India’s Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) is acting as the prosecution against
the 34 ethnic rebels.

The judge’s question of clarification
from the accused came after nearly three
years of trial proceedings, which began in
October 2006 following a petition filed by
human rights lawyer Nandita Haksar
leading to the transfer of the prisoners to
Kolkata’s Presidency Jail.

In a statement to the Court, the rebels
argued the case is without merit and that
the prosecution’s witnesses
misrepresented the truth. The accused
further contend they had an invitation from
Indian authorities through a military
intelligence officer named Lt. Colonel
Grewal, a fluent speaker of Burmese.

The rebels attested to being met by
Indian forces in February 1998 on the high
seas near the Coco Islands, before being
taken to Landfall Island where they were
blindfolded by Indian forces who then led
six of their leaders away.

After actively participating in the 1988
uprising as a student activist, Danya Linn
said he returned home to Arakan state only
to witness the military’s brutal treatments
to the people.

“I have seen the Burmese Army
extract forced labor, goats, chickens and
rations from Arakanese villagers. The
Burmese Army gave no payment to the
Arakan people for their labor or suppl ies,”
he said.

While denying allegations made by the
prosecution witnesses, Danya Linn told the

court that he and his friends were betrayed
by Lt. Colonel Grewal, who promised to
gain the support of the Indian Army for
Burma’s opposition movement.

After being informed by Grewal that
the Indian Army agreed to support them,
Danya Linn said they set off to the Coco
Islands in the Andaman Sea as per the
invitation of Indian authorities.

“We were to meet Indian authorities
near the Coco Islands – we did so, and
were brought to Landfall Island by them.
We did not know how to get there on our
own,” he told the court.

Danya Linn said they were welcomed
by Indian authorities upon arrival. But while
resting, six of their leaders were called
away by Grewal and other Indian Army
officers.

“We were shocked to hear gun shots
– we never saw our leaders after that. They
started handcuffing us, and since we did
not know English we could not understand
what was going on,” he r elated.

“I have realized that Grewal double-
crossed us. We gave our version to Indian
authorities/CBI [Central Bureau of
Investigation] but they took no action, ”
confessed Danya Linn.

“We have a good case. We hope for
an acquittal,” said Siddharth Agarwal, a
member of the defense team, adding that
the prosecution was unable to produce
enough evidence to support their
allegations.

Sharma, in an earlier interview with
Mizzima, added that several key
prosecution witnesses had failed to appear
before the court and that the prosecution
has no strong evidence to prove their
charges against the accused.

The rebels are members of the
National United Party of Arakan (NUPA) and
Karen National Union (KNU), armed groups
fighting against the Burmese military junta.

The next scheduled hearing, for

defense witnesses, is slated for November
11 and 12, 2009.

Sharma said defense witnesses are
likely to include leaders of Burma’s
democracy movement and ethnic groups,
but said the list of witnesses is still under
consideration and would be submitted later.

“We are hoping for acquittal and even
if the accused are convicted under the
Foreigners Act, they might have already
served their term,” Sharma told Mizzima.

But the question still remains as to
where the 34 detainees could live in safety,
even if they are released. If acquitted, the
accused could be deported to Burma or
remain in jail, unless a third country is
ready to accept them and provide asylum.

According to Sharma, “They should not
be sent back to Burma or handed over to
the junta or they wi ll be eliminated.”

The United Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees (UNHCR), along with most
Western governments, has so far refused
to intervene to recognize the freedom
fighters as refugees because they were
armed rebels.

According to Haksar, “The argument
that they’re part of an armed struggle
doesn’t make sense because these
countries have knowingly helped many
people that are part of such struggles. They
are stuck.”

East Timor has verbally promised
leaders of the Burmese democracy
movement that it is willing to offer asylum
to these Arakanese and Karens, while the
Czech Republic earlier this year also
agreed in principle to do the same – though
the offer is contingent upon the UNHCR
recognizing them as refugees.

“I feel that what we need is the UNHCR
to do to its bit. Unless we get them to
another state which can give them shelter,
they will be in for another ten to fifteen
years,” Haksar estimated.

Mungpi

September 29  - Burmese activists in
New York on Monday threw shoes at visiting
Foreign Minister Nyan Win, an act of
opposition against his representation of the
Southeast Asian nation at the 64th United
Nations General Assembly.

Moe Thee Zun, a former student leader
and activist, said he, along with nearly 20
friends, laid in wait of the Burmese Foreign
Minister near his guest house and flung
shoes and other objects toward the car
conveying Nyan Win to United Nations
headquarters.

“I took off my shoes and flung them at
Nyan Win, the sight of him makes me
angry,” said Moe Thee Zun, who as a

student leader in 1988 took to the streets
in Rangoon, leading mass protests
demanding democracy.

“These men should not be
representing our people, whom they are
brutally killing and suppressing,” he added,
satisfied that he and several of his friends
flung shoes and other materials at the
Burmese FM.

One protester “threw his coffee and
there were stains on the car, though i t did
not get on Nyan Win,” he added.

Both Nyan Win and Prime Minister
Thein Sein, who are attending the General
Assembly, are lodged in East Gates Hotel
on 39th Street in New York, and are the
first Burmese generals to attend the annual
congregation in14 years.

On Monday, Thein Sein delivered a
speech at the General Assembly, prior to
which he met with Senator James Webb,
a strong advocate of engagement with the
military regime, to discuss US-Burma
relations.

“We did not realize that Thein Sein was
in a separate car. We thought he w as along
with Nyan Win in the same car, but later
we saw him in another car,” said Moe Thee
Zun.

He said, the Burmese generals should
not be representing the people of Burma,
as they are not the legitimate government
elected by the people.

Moe Thee Zun said he and his friends
are gearing up for another round of
surprise attacks on the Burmese delegation
when they return to their hotel in the
evening.

Activists fling shoes at Burmese FM
in New York

Mungpi

September 30  - In what appears to
be the first step of engagement, US
Assistant Secretary of State Kurt Campbell
on Tuesday met Burmese delegates led by
Minister of Science and Technology U
Thaung.

Philip J. Crowley, deputy spokesperson
of the state department, on T uesday told
reporters that Campbell is to meet U
Thaung and his delegates in New York. The
meeting was also attended by Burma’s
permanent representative to the United
Nations Than Swe.

The meeting comes in the wake of the
US on Monday announcing its new policy
on Burma, in which the Obama
administration has decided to engage the
military generals in Naypyitaw while
keeping in place the existing sanctions.

The US has said, both sanctions by the
West and engagement by neighbouring and
regional countries have failed to bring about

a desired behavioural change in the military
leaders of Burma. It has failed to break
the political impasse that is bogging down
the Southeast Asian nation for the past two
decades.

“In terms of engagement, we intend
to begin a direct dialogue with Burmese
authorities to pave the way towards better
relations,” Kurt Campbell, Assistant
Secretary of State, told reporters on
Monday.

Campbell also said, “Lifting sanctions
now would send the wrong signal. We will
tell the Burmese that we will discuss easing
sanctions only if they take actions on our
core concerns.”

In response to the US policy on Burma,
detained opposition leader Aung San Suu
Kyi, through her party spokesperson,
urged the US to continue engaging the
opposition as the US seeks to engage the
Burmese junta.

On Monday, Burmese Prime Minister
Thein Sein in the United Nations General
Assembly condemned imposition of
sanctions on his country saying it is being
used by a few powerful countries as a
political tool and that is ‘unjust’ and must
be stopped.

Meanwhile, detained Nobel Peace
Laureate Aung San Suu Kyi has made an
offer to the junta supremo Snr Gen Than
Shwe saying she is willing to work with
him to help ease the sanctions imposed
by the US, European Union and Australia.

In order to do so, she requested Than
Shwe to allow her to meet representatives
of the US, EU and Australia.

But Nyan Win, spokesperson for the
National League for Democracy, Aung San
Suu Kyi’s party, on Tuesday said there has
been no reply as yet from Than Shwe.

Burmese delegates meet US Assistant
Secretary

                 Moe Thee Zun

     Kurt Campbell

Cry for justice continues for 34
Burmese rebels in Indian jail
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 – The Thingangyun Township National League for Democracy (NLD) party
chairman U Tin Mya (74), who was accused of being involved in a bombing case and
handed a prison term was released from Insein prison today.

He was sentenced to five years and served one and-a-half years in prison. Mizzima
interviewed the NLD party member, who said that he would be in volved in politics as
long as the NLD exists.

Q: Why were you released from prison? Did you have to sign a bond?
A:  I didn’t have to sign a bond. The reason for releasing me has two parts. The

first one is being a politician. The second one is my advanced age.
Q: When you were sentenced, how many years was your prison term and under

which section?
A:  I was given five years in prison for concealing information and bombing. I

was arrested on April 1 last year at night. A youth member of our party came from
Thailand and brought explosive materials. But we didn’t know about it. I realized it
only when they were arrested. But they arrested me on suspicion though they knew
I had nothing to do with the case.

Q: When did you know about your imminent release?
A:  I heard the radio announcement last night. But I knew only at 10 o’clock this

morning when they took me out from my prison cell. They said more prisoners will
be released tomorrow. I heard about only 18 prisoners.

Q: What are your future plans?
A:  I will be in politics as long as my party exists. Everyone knows they are

oppressing Daw Aung San Suu Kyi by various means. Daw Aung San Suu Kyi will not
yield to their pressure. And nor will I. I must continue my work. They asked before
releasing me if I will be in politics again when released. I said yes.

Q: How do you feel after your release?
A:  I feel happy with my family reunion. The rest is not so significant. I played a

role in an ordinary play. I f oresaw what would happen to me after that. R eleasing me
is not strange and extraordinary. I am not f eeling anything out of prison. I know wel l
what they will do during their reign. It is no different for me either in prison or
outside prison. I shall do what I want to do. That’s all.

- The sudden resignation of six high ranking officers of the Kachin Independent
Organisation, the largest Kachin ceasefire armed group, including Vice-President (2)
Dr. Manam Tu Ja has created ripples in Burmese political circles. The resignation has
also triggered speculation among observers as the KIO is currently facing mounting
pressure from Burma’s military junta to transform its armed wing into the Border
Guard Force (BGF), which will be under the administration of Naypyitaw.

To probe the possible reasons behind the resignations, Mizzima reporter Phanida
talked to Dr. Tu Ja over telephone.

Q: Why did you resign from KIO?
A: I resigned from the KIO to lay emphasis and give more time to urban politics.

I must resign from my organization if I want to be in urban politics. So I resigned from
my post to devote myself to party politics as a free citizen.

Q: What are your objectives in establishing this political party?
A: The military regime is implementing its roadmap to democracy for political

reform in Burma. They will enact an electoral law and a political party law that will
allow formation of political parties and to contest the general elections. At that point
of time, we must ha ve a political party, which wi ll be for the people of the Kachin
State, regardless of their race and creed. By doing so, we will have MPs elected, who
can represent Kachin State people in the legislative body. Moreover, they can join the
Kachin State Government. For the sake of progress and development of the Kachin
State and for the interest of the entire people in Kachin State, this will be the most
viable way and appropriate way. So we decided to float such a pol itical party.

Q: Will your resignations from KIO create a rift in the KIO?
A: No, the KIO central body accepted the resignations in consultation with all to

tread the way paved by the military regime and to stand with the people. They did not
object to our decision but encouraged us to do so. There is no rift among us. We got
permission from the central body on September 3 to resign from our posts.

Q: Will your resignations weaken the KIO?
A: Our KIO is a big organization. The resignations of five or six people cannot

make any difference and it will not weaken our organization.
Q: Is there any pressure and objection from the government to your political

party?
A: No, the government did not exert pressure on us and did not object to our

plan.
Q: Which parties will be in your grouping?
A: There will be some from the ‘New Democratic Alliance Army – Kachin’ (NDA-

K) led by Sakhong Ting Ying, some from the KIO breakaway faction led by Lasan
Awng Wah, some from the Kachin Consultative Committee and some from KIO. Most
of them will be civilians representing the people.

Q: What is your expectation on the demand for the Kachin Regional Guard Force
(KRGF) instead of the junta’s proposal of the BGF?

A: We still have hope. It will be successful only through negotiation. We must
make compromises and accommodate for the success of the transition. We hope the
government will think so too and will make similar compromises.

Q: What are the chances of reform for the Kachin people?
A: For reform, the entire Union must reform too. As for our Kachin State, we

shall do what we can do to the extent of being allowed by the government. We shall
try to do pragmatic work for the betterment of our people.

“ I was accused of being a bomber”

Why did Dr. Tuja resign from KIO?

The meeting between Aung San Suu Kyi and junta’s Liaison Minister Aung Kyi

throw up hopes of a dialogue between the junta and the opposition for political

change in Burma. If this dialogue bears fruit, the people of Burma and the whole

world wi ll be undoubtedly happy. But at the same time, i t may be the junta’ s game

plan to marginalize the pro-democracy leader and her party, the ‘National League

for Democracy’ (NLD).

In a letter dated September 25, sent to the State Peace and Development

Council (SPDC) Chairman Senior Gen. Than Shwe, by the democracy icon, she

offered to help lift economic and diplomatic sanctions, which were imposed by

some western countries because of the junta’s appalling human rights violations.

As the Obama administration in the US changed its policy towards Burma and

decided to use both tools, engagement and sanctions simultaneously rather than

isolation, there is likely to a tangible result if the Burmese generals respond positively

to the detained opposition leader and NLD General Secretary.

The positive side at the moment is letting Suu Kyi meet the Liaison Minister

Brig. Gen. Aung Kyi and diplomats from leading western nations, which imposed

sanctions on Burma. But the limited authority of the Liaison Minister makes the end

result gloomy and uncertain.

To reach even this stage, many people had to sacrifice their l ives and many had

to languish in prisons. The military regime started extending its proposal in the

wake of the monk-led protest two years ago, which demanded a dialogue and

national reconciliation by chanting Metta Sutra. The junta made this proposal with

the intention of easing political pressure at home and abroad, nothing more.

In this proposal, the junta chief made pre-conditions for meeting Suu Kyi - to

give up the policy of confrontation, and push for sanctions against the regime.

If sanctions is the root cause of failure in dialogue, all the hurdles can be

overcome this time. But if the name of the game is the junta winning in the forthcoming

elections in a different form and  getting recognition from the international communi ty,

it will be a far cry from our goal.

Pseudo dialogues have been in evidence before. Before trying to kill Suu Kyi

and her supporters near Depayin in 2003 by junta backed thugs of the  Union

Solidarity and Development Association (USDA), Than Shwe met Suu Kyi and after

the Depayin massacre, the meetings became a reason for the regime’s propaganda.

Even though we don’t want to see, if history repeats itself this time, this dialogue

will become an excuse for marginalizing  Suu Kyi and her party,  the NLD from the

political process. No wonder the junta wants the international community to believe

that they have been trying for a dialogue but every time it ends with the refusal by

the opposition leader.

If not dialogue, it must be a plan
of assault
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 – The junta’s most recent amnesty of
over 7,000 prisoners has triggered a
myriad of speculation, with some believing
it is another attempt at mollifying the
international community and others
attaching even more sinister designs
behind the regime’s motivation.

Win Tin, a Central Executive Committee
member of the National League for
Democracy (NLD), speculated the junta
granted amnesty to political prisoners in
an attempt to appease the international
community before Burmese Prime Minister
Thein Sein’s trip to New York.

“I think the amnesty is just a show to
ease international pressure before
Burmese Prime Minister Thein Sein goes
to the United Nations General Assembly,”
Win Tin said.

The Burmese regime, on 17
September 2009, announced amnesty for
7,114 prisoners on humanitarian grounds.

“The government on humanitarian
grounds and in consideration of their
families, terminated the prison terms of
7,114 prisoners on 17 September 2009
from their respective prisons across the
country in order to enable them to serve
the interests of the regions, their own and
the State after realizing the government’s
compassion and goodwill,” Burma’s state-
run TV announced.

While the exact number of prisoners
released is yet unknown, the Thailand-
based Assistance Association of Political
Prisoners (Burma) said, so far, 126 political
prisoners were among those freed.

Tate Naing, Secretary of AAPP-B, said
the amnesty is possibly in fulfillment of the
promise made by Than Swe, the Burmese
Ambassador to the U.N., to the Security
Council in July. Following the U.N.
Secretary-General’s visit to Burma, Than
Swe told members of the Security Council
that his government was planning to free
prisoners in order to allow them to
participate in the election to be held in
2010.

“The amnesty could be a move to fulfill
the promise that the junta made to the
UNSC on the release of prisoners to allow
them to participate in the forthcoming 2010
election,” assessed Tate Naing.

 But Larry Jagan, a journalist
specializing in Burma, said the amnesty
could be just a part of the junta’s roadmap
to democracy, and did not view i t as a move
to mollify the international communi ty.

According to Jagan, Than Shwe,
Burma’s military head-of-state, does not

seem to care about international pressure
and is focused on pushing forward with
the regime’s planned elections next year,
part of i ts roadmap to democracy.

He said amnesty for prisoners was
planned as early as the era of former
intelligence guru Khin Nyunt’s, who was
purged in 2004.

Former U.N. special envoy, Razali
Ismail, was told by Khin Nyunt during their
discussions that there would be amnesty
for prisoners in the run-up to the 2010
elections, Jagan said.

But Jagan also said the amnesty could
merely be a response by Senior General
Than Shwe to U.N. Secretary-General Ban
Ki-moon, who during his visit to the country
in July demanded the substantial release
of political prisoners.

“This could be fulfilling the promise
Than Shwe made to Ban Ki-moon when
he was there. He promised that there
would be a substantial release of political
prisoners,” Jagan added.

Yet others attach an even more sinister
motive behind the actions of the junta,
believing the generals could be aiming to
make space in the prisons for more
detainees in the run up to next year’s
elections.

The suggestion was made by Burma
expert Bertil Lintner at a press conference
at the Foreign Correspondents Club of
Thailand for the release of a Human Rights
Watch report detailing the situation of
Burma’s monkhood since the suppression

of the 2007 Saffron Revolution. Lintner
questioned the timing of the release and
said it was because the generals “need
space in the prisons.”

A total of six prisoner amnesties have
occurred since November 2004, resulting
in the release of 45,732 prisoners,
although only 1.3% of those freed have
been political prisoners, according to AAPP-
B. Three of those amnesties have occurred
since the crushing of the Saffron Revolution
in September 2007.

In November 2007, 8,585 prisoners
were released – supposedly to mark the
end of the constitution drafting National
Convention, including only 20 political
detainees. In September 2008, 9,002
inmates were released, of which only nine
were political, including U Win Tin, a
leading figure in the NLD. Lastly, in
February 2009, another 6,313 prisoners
were released, 31 of whom were political
prisoners. The junta claimed during that
amnesty that the release was to allow the
detainees “to participate in fair elections
to be held in 2010.”

During the same time period, according
to Human Rights Watch and AAPP-B, the
number of arrests of individuals for political
offences has more than doubled. More
than 2,250 Burmese were believed locked
up in prisons and labor camps across the
country for political offences prior to last
week’s amnesty. Hundreds of other
opponents of the regime have gone
underground or fled into exi le since 2007.

The international good will gained, and
the extra space saved by the release of so
many prisoners, could give the regime the
leeway it needs to continue, and possibly
step up, repression against opponents of
its election plans. Past reprieves have seen
the junta praised by the U.N. and
governments, while arrests quietly
continued or were even stepped up in the
wake of the amnesties.

The junta is extremely wary of the type
of campaigning that occurred prior to the
last general elections in 1990, which it lost
to the NLD. A period of extended election
campaigning would give opposition parties
an opportunity to voice their grievances
against the regime and its new 2008
constitution. Lessons from past junta
actions make it almost inconceivable that
the regime would allow this to happen and
would surely take steps to make sure any
“trouble makers” were safely out of the
way beforehand.

Many in the opposition community and
among Burma watchers believe last
month’s verdict against Suu Kyi, extending
her house arrest, was designed to make
sure she would not be able to participate
in next year’s elections. Any one of the
currently imprisoned leaders could become
a focal point for anti-government
sentiment, which could result in what the
generals appear to fear most at the
moment – disruption in their roadmap to
“disciplined democracy”.

Dr.Tint Swe

- If a ruling of a court is called a verdict,
it has to be called a legal judgment and
the judgment has to be made by a judge.
So far it seems ostensibly fine with the
verdict announced on October 2 in
Rangoon. However a judge is not a judge
and the law is not law at all in military
ruled Burma. A judge has to read out the
pre-written decision from higher
authorities. The law is what comes out of
the mouth of military officers.

When Aung San Suu Kyi’s appeal was
rejected, no one was surprised. But the
legal team of Daw Suu was disappointed
because the legal argument read out by
the divisional judge was contrary to the
true sense of law. The court accepted the
argument of non-existence of the 1974
constitution but referred to the 1975
provision which is based on that nullified
1974 constitution. The township level
court’s decision of last month was said to
be partly wrong according to the divisional
court. But the divisional judge said it was
partially right. So the legal system in Burma
is partial and prejudiced.

The entire month before the news
regarding Burma showed of different tones
by allowing Americans to visit and meet
two top leaders – one none-other-then the
Senior General himself and one the icon
of pro-democracy struggle Aung San Suu
Kyi. The professional staff of the
Congressmen met NLD representatives.
The foreign minister was also allowed to
visit f rom New York to Washington, DC and
a minister met senior US officials from the
State department. All followed by the
release of an American intruder who was
obviously guilty.

The guilt-ridden foreigner was freed
and innocent citizen of the country were
unjustly punished. The punishment for an
innocent person is an additional example
of the regime showing tolerance to
foreigners while it is total fanaticism for
the people of i ts own country. It w as not in
accordance with the law but purely a
political decision.

Since General Ne Win who governed
Burma for 26 years and gave birth of
dictatorial rule by the Burmese Army was
portrayed as a xenophobic. Now this
regime becomes obsessive to foreigners

and clinically it is termed as a bipolar
disorder.

The substance or lesson from this
episode is that underestimation of the true
nature of the regime should not be
repeated by the international communi ty.

The rejection of appeal came about a
couple of days after Aung San Suu Kyi
wrote an important letter to the Senior
General, the sole decision maker Than
Shwe. Her letter was a request cum
proposal on how to deal with western
sanctions. The sanctions are what the junta
desperately wanted to be l ifted. I n 2007,
the General hinted that he could engage
in dialogue with Aung San Suu Kyi if she
dropped call ing for sanctions and
abandoning confrontation. As a matter of
fact Aung San Suu Kyi has been calling for
national reconciliation. Now she officially
and publically said she was serious about
lifting the sanctions.

But the Rangoon divisional court was
ordered to turn down the appeal. So it is
evident that the regime wants neither
sanctions nor Aung San Suu Kyi. Meanwhile
the regime will float the sanction issue.
But they will not make any serious change

to be able to lift sanctions. As the section
of the west is too theoretical rather than
practical, the junta may collect some aid.
However small, it is just fine for them. For
the military rulers the assistance from
World Bank, IMF and ADB are not real
wants like the successful roadmap.

The United Nations, the Secretary
General, the General Assembly, the
Security Council  continued annual routine
calls for the release of Aung San Suu Kyi.
Habitually Russia and China continued
blocking the strong statements at the UN.
The ASEAN bloc stepped back from letter
writing campaign for her release.

The UN diplomats politely commented
that the junta missed the opportunity to
prove its commitment in holding inclusive
elections next year. I n fact, for generals, it
was not regarded as opportunity but the
hurdle to overcome as in a military training.
They are also prepared to pass through
all hurdles before 2010 election. As long
as all veto powers at UNSC do not change
their minds, as long as neighbours maintain
controversial non-interference and if the
oppressed people of Burma can’t flex its
muscles though feeble, dictatorial control
will remain as it is.

Ostensible verdict against Aung San Suu Kyi
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 - Accepting the failure of sanctions to

usher in political change, the Burmese
opposition and analysts said, the new US
policy on the Southeast Asian nation could
be the right approach but warned that the
military junta could use it to its advantage,
as it is not flawless.

The United States on Monday said,
under its new Burma policy, it would seek
direct engagement with the military rulers
of Burma, but would continue with
sanctions that can be phased out or
tightened based on events inside Burma.

“I n principle, this is a good pol icy. As
sanctions or engagement alone have failed
to bring change, we would like to hope that
the combination of both might bring some
change,” Win Min, an academic at the
Chiang Mai University in Thailand and a
long time Burma observer, said.

Similarly, a senior member of the
National League for Democracy, Win Tin,
said, while the US decides its policy, the
new approach seems to be on the right
track as it strikes a balance between
engagement and punishment.

“We, the NLD, have been proposing
engagement with the junta for the past 20
years, and so we welcome the US’s policy
of engagement. We believe things could
change through engagement,” Win Tin, a
central executive committee member of
the NLD, said.

Following US Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton’s preview of the Burma policy at
the United Nations, detained opposition
leader Aung San Suu Kyi, through her party
spokesperson, said she welcomed the
policy of engagement but urged the US to
engage both the junta and the opposition,
including ethnic minorities.

Win Tin said while he agrees with party
leader Aung San Suu Kyi, “I would like to
add that the US should demand that the
junta start a dialogue with us - the
opposition.”

He said the US’s engagement with the
junta is not enough because if political
change is to come to Burma, dialogue
between internal players must be the
starting point and the US should see that
the junta is on the right track for conducting
such dialogues as the start of the process
of national reconciliation.

While the new US policy garners some
support as it incorporates the ‘Carrot and
Stick’, method, Win Tin w arned the US not
to allow the junta to take advantage of the
engagement and to court them in their

playground but to stand firm on its
principles.

“The junta, as we have seen in the
past, is very smart in playing so the US
must stand firm on its principles and not
allow the junta to pla y with them,” he said.

He said, even if the sanctions are to
be lifted, the list of targeted people such
as the generals, their close relatives and
business cronies should be kept as the last
card to be cast on the table.

“Because sanctions do have an impact,
as it is obvious, the junta really wants to
come out of sanctions, and this is a good
point for the US to push the generals to
implement change,” he added.

Burmese Prime Minister Thein Sein,
in his speech at the UN General Assembly
on Monday, said sanctions are ‘unjust’ and
that certain countries are using sanctions
as a polit ical tool. He urged the
international community to pressurize
countries imposing sanctions on Burma to
lift it.

Aware of the Generals’ fear, Aung San
Suu Kyi on Saturday sent a letter to Snr.
Gen Than Shwe, offering to work with him
in order to help ease the sanctions imposed
by the West.

In her letter, she requested a meeting
with the Charge d’Affairs of the US
embassy, Ambassadors of the European
Union and Australia, to discuss the
sanctions and to understand their stance
on Burma.

However, Nyan Win, her part y
spokesperson, said, so far there has been
no response from Naypyitaw on Aung San
Suu Kyi’s proposal.

According to Win Min, the junta is
currently looking ahead of the 2010
elections and its legitimacy, which can be
gained if the international community
endorses it. The US sanctions, therefore,
remain a big obstacle for it and the regime
is trying all it can to ease this pressure.

“We will have to wait and see how the
junta r esponds to the new US policy. But
there is always a possibility that the junta
would want to use the US to support them
in their plan,” Win Min said.

“Though nothing is clear, one thing is
certain that the junta does not want to give
up its rule and wants to legitimize its role
through the road-map,” he added.

According to the junta’s seven-step
roadmap to democracy, the general
elections scheduled for 2010 is the fifth
step and will give life to the 2008
constitution, which according to the junta
was approved by over 90 per cent of
voters.

The elections would be followed by
convening of the Parliament and forming
the cabinet, all of which will be based on
the 2008 constitution, which critics said will
legitimize the role of the mi litary.

“The junta wants to see the 2010
elections going through smoothly, as it is
an important step in legitimizing the role

of the mi litary,” said Win Tin. He added
that winning the support of the US plays
an important role for the success of the
elections.

Besides, the junta’s interest in wanting
the US to endorse its planned roadmap, it
is also widely seen that the junta wants to
use the US to balance China. Win Tin said,
this could give the junta a much larger
space to play in as it already has India to
pit against China.

According to the International Crisis
Group (ICG) report titled “China’s Myanmar
Dilemma” released in mid-September,
Burma’s failure to implement socio-political
changes has become a burden for China,
which as the closest ally had defended the
Burmese military junta in the international
fora.

The Burmese junta, according to
analysts, is also aware of the Chinese
attitude towards it and understands that it
cannot forever remain under the protection
of China. The junta needs alternative
support base, including neighbouring
countries such as India.

“In the larger context, the junta might
want to pit China against the US. And
diversify its support and not depend only
on the Chinese,” Win Tin said.

“Now with India already backing it, the
junta would want the US to have a good
relationship with i t,” he added.

Dr.Tint Swe

The world is politics and politics is
money. This is what majori ty of Burmese
people have come to lately discover. 

Occasional visitors to the estranged
Southeast Asian country, who t ypically
spend less than two weeks taking in tourist
spots like Pagan, Inlay and the beaches of
Burma, come back and report how sweet
and smiling the people of Burma are and
how nice are the picturesque views.
Average listeners and readers quickly
interpret business as usual in Burma.
Those commentators have had no access
to the dining tables of ordinary people living
in satellite towns, the hardships of those
forced to travel to remote jails where
beloved ones are being held for the cause
of democracy or the plight of ethnic
communities.

Burma was once the rice bowl of Asia
and still has an abundance of god-given
natural resources. But, it is unable to rise
above its status as one of the least
developed countries (LDC) after two

decades of so-called open market reforms
that have generated billions in foreign
direct investment (FDI), millions in soft
loans and millions in official development
assistance (ODA).

In effect a high share of overall FDI
has gone into capital-intensive sectors.
There has been little investment in
productive and labor-intensive sectors that
can generate a positive spillover into the
economy. I nvestment-led growth potential
is thus lacking.

Moreover, the oi l and gas sector has
received a massive 33.55% of total FDI,
while agriculture has seen a mere 0.44%
of the same figure. Yet, Burma is a country
where some two-thirds of the population
makes their living from agriculture. So what
is an open market economy under this
regime all about?

The true story of Burma is of a
desperately poor country and an extremely
rich elite. The military junta spends only
40 cents per citizen each year on health
care.

Ten years ago, Chinese and Indian

security officials might have drawn an
imaginary line over the map of small
Burma, dividing the country for respective
influence. Today, two pipel ines made of
steel are to run across Burma – one from
the Yadana field of the Gulf of Martaban to
western Thailand and one from the Shwe
field off the Arakan peninsula to Yunnan
province in China.

In the battle for gas, Burma’s
neighbors have clearly shown their true
colors. This also shows that Burma’s rulers
will not use gas reserves for domestic
public utilization, even while the electricity
consumption rate of Burma is only 5% that
of Thailand. In July of this year, the state-
owned Myanmar Electric Power Enterprise
(MEPE) announced that electrical power
will be rationed to six hours per day in
Rangoon. At the same time, every day is
Diwali in Naypyidaw, the regime’s new
capital.

The Shwe Gas Project is a project of
the Myanmar Oil and Gas Enterprise
(MOGE) in partnership with Daewoo
International of South Korea (60%), the

Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC)
of India (20%), the Gas Authority of India
Ltd. (GAIL) (10%) and the Korean Gas
Corporation (10%).

The Yadana Gas Project is further
joint ly operated by Total SA of France,
Chevron Corporation of the USA, PTT of
Thailand and the Myanma Oil and Gas
Enterprise (MOGE) of Burma. It is clearly
an undertaking in which business interests
from across geographic and political maps
have found common ground.

The lack of democracy is not a concern
for corporations, which regard Burma’s
generals as legitimate business partners
in pursuit of ever greater profits. The
outcome for Burma, however, is too often
money laundering, the pursuit of nuclear
ambitions and the concealment of billions
of dollars.

A report recently released by
Earthrights International (ERI) documents
nearly $US 5 billion generated for the
Burmese junta by Total and Chevron.
Multinationals like Total, for whom publ ic
campaigns can play a role, have paid

Business overwhelms democracy when it comes to Burma
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Opinion
 The United States is seeking to more

actively engage with Burma’s military
rulers, but made it clear they will not repeal
sanctions unless the regime shows that it
is taking concrete steps to address
American concerns over human rights and
democratic reform. A key test of this policy
will be elections scheduled for next year.

The United States neither endorsed
nor dismissed the electoral process in
Burma in its policy announcement. Instead,
US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton urged
countries to “take a measured approach”
until electoral conditions are assessed and
it becomes clear whether opposition and
ethnic groups will be allowed to participate.

In effect, the US is asking the regime
to make concessions to the opposition and
ethnic political organizations to allow them
to actively engage in the election process
rather than the token participation that
many observers expect. Most Burma
analysts believe that the military has
already worked out the percentage of seats
to award the opposition and ethnic groups
in the final v ote tal ly, expected to be
nowhere near enough to influence policy
in the ensuing parliament.

Attempts by ethnic leaders to put
forward changes to the constitution were
ignored by the regime during the
constitution drafting National Convention
which concluded in 2007. A nationwide
referendum held in 2008 approved the
constitution, but was widely condemned as
rigged. The political opposition and ethnic
leaders have called for the constitution to
be amended before the vote is held next
year, but the go vernment insists that can
only be done after elections. Activists argue
that any amendment to the constitution
after the elections will be impossible due
to the military’s heavy role in any new
government.

Ethnic ceasefire organizations are
currently under heavy pressure to join the
electoral process and hand over control of
their military wings to the government as
part of a new Border Guard Force. Yet, the
groups contend that without their troops
they will have no bargaining power against
a government that regularly uses force to
impose its will. Several groups such as the
New Mon State Party and the Kachin
Independence Organization have allowed
members to resign in order to form
political parties.

Junta pressure was backed up by action

in August when Burmese Army troops
attacked Laokai, the headquarters of the
Myanmar National Democratic Alliance
Army (MNDAA), routing the Kokang-based
ceasefire group. Although fighting has
largely subsided, tensions are high in Shan
and Kachin States. The deadline for
acquiescence to the junta’s border force
demand is only days away and there is a
genuine fear that fighting could erupt
across the region.

A government offensive, and the
inevitable corresponding human rights
abuses, would surely run counter to
American demands of ending ethnic
conflicts and putting a halt to gross human
rights violations in ethnic areas. Fighting
in the area in the 1970’s and 1980’s
resulted in thousands of casualties and the
displacement of tens of thousands of
villagers. Human rights groups accuse the
government of using various forms of
forced labor, including portering suppl ies
for government troops and using civilians
as human minesweepers, during current
counterinsurgency operations in Karen
State and southern Shan State.

The main opposition party, the National
League for Democracy (NLD), has said that
it will not participate in the elections until
amendments are made to the constitution
that gives the military less of a controlling
role. The junta’s insistence that amending

the constitution is impossible until after the
election has virtually shut down dialogue
between the NLD and the regime.

The US, however, has made it clear in
its policy announcement that it wants to
see engagement not only between itself
and the regime, but also between the
regime and the political opposition and
American representatives and the
opposition. Suu Kyi, herself, seized on this
theme in a statement made through her
lawyer welcoming US intentions to
diplomatically engage the generals, but
restated that the opposition should also be
consulted. A letter written by her to Senior
General Than Shwe has asked for
permission to meet with ambassadors from
foreign countries to get their opinions on
sanctions and what can be done to end
them.

The NLD’s other main precondition for
joining the electoral process is the release
of all polit ical prisoners and their
participation in the electoral process. The
US has similarly identified the freeing of
all political prisoners, including Aung San
Suu Kyi, as one of i ts “core concerns.” A
prisoner amnesty two weeks ago included
128 political prisoners among the 7,114
released, however key leaders including
Suu Kyi, NLD chairman Tin Oo, Shan
Nationalities League for Democracy leader
U Khun Tun Oo and 88 Generation Student

leader Min Ko Naing, still remain in prison
or under house arrest. Most observers
believe the junta intends on keeping
political leaders in detention until after the
elections are finished to remove any
chance of their serving as rallying points
for the opposition.

Kurt Campbell, US Assistant Secretary
of State for East Asian and Pacific Affairs,
said on Monday, “We are skeptical that the
elections will be either f ree or fair, but we
will stress to the Burmese the conditions
that we consider necessary for a credible
electoral process.” For most observers of
the Burmese regime, it is doubtful that they
will be willing to make the concessions to
the political opposition or ethnic groups
needed to make the elections credible in
the eyes of Washington.

Unless the generals are serious about
reaching out to the US, then the whole
exercise risks becoming simply another of
the junta’s diversionary tactics aimed at
drawing attention away from other issues
in the lead-up to the all-important
elections. The same tactic has been used
with the UN on numerous occasions to
deflect criticism until international attention
shifts elsewhere. The generals have spent
decades consolidating their hold on power
and are not likely to be willing to accept
any compromise that may weaken their
grip.

Nyo Ohn Myint

 - Many observers, political activists
and interested parties are wondering why
the United States has finally decided to
engage with Burma’s military regime.
Obviously, Burma policy is part of United
States foreign policy under President
Obama’s new era of global engagement.
However, whether Burma becomes a
special case for the State Department, only
time will tell.

“Burma’s political development is very
complicated and the US government has
taken this position with a hope of promoting
stability,” recently speculated a Yunnan
University researcher who does not wish
to be named.

“Strengthening bilateral relations
between the US and Myanmar [Burma]

government more or less impacts ceasefire
groups that live along the Sino-Burma
border,” he continued. To date, ceasefire
groups have enjoyed various favors and
commercial prosperity in balancing
relations between China and the Burmese
military regime for two decades.

With the Burmese military’s recent
offensives against ceasefire groups along
the Chinese border, Senior General Than
Shwe urgently needs US government
backing. He needs to realize the fruition of
the seven-step roadmap to democracy for
his own personal security – consolidating
the military rank and file and washing his
hands of an alleged pro-China sentiment.
For better or worse, he has to get out from
under the shadow of China to deal with
major ceasefire groups. He was not able
to aggressively deal with ceasefire groups

as long as he was getting diplomatic,
economic and political support from China.
He needs the US government on his side.

What does the Burmese military
regime expect from the US government?
With the current administration dispensing
with the idealism of the Bush era, the junta
hopes for an easing of sanctions, the
reconvening of normal relations with few
strings attached and tacit endorsement of
its roadmap.

For its part, President Obama’s
administration feels tired of a policy
consisting merely of pressure, preferring
to instead deal with perceived political
reality. Unconvinced of the Burmese
opposition’s strategy to instill change, the
US government is perhaps seeking to
preempt growing Chinese influence in the
region over the course of the next decade.

US policy shift: The generals are dancing well

The US seems to believe that better
communication with the regime will profit
all parties, including the NLD. The US
administration needs to find a political
space for Daw Aung San Suu Kyi under
any new pol icy. The President and
Secretary of State do realize that her moral
authority cannot be marginalized while
creating a new US policy – a fact that
greatly complicates the equation.

The US shift did not occur without first
considering the views of ASEAN and
Burmese internal dynamics. Maybe ten
years from now the opposition will take
part in a full process of democratization,
but for now the US seems to buy what the
Senior General is offering – and something
is deemed better than nothing.

compensation for forced labor and
violations of labor standards. However, this
is not always the case – as with companies
headquartered in China and India.

Meanwhile, in the US, there are
coordinated attempts by politicians, media

outlets and campaigners in seeking to earn
profits from Burma for American
companies – at the expense of ordinary
Burmese.

History tells us that business interests
often reign supreme in calculations of both

national and personal interest.
Nonetheless, after the truth of business
dealings become known, the world comes
to learn that not all operations were
profitable, let alone sensible.

It is time to prioritize morality over

business – lest the poor Burmese people
are to suffer for decades more to come.

(Dr. Tint Swe is an elected Member of
Parliament and the Information Minister of
the exile government National Coalition
Government of the Union of Burma.)
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Pho Zaw

September 24  – Five social activists
including Dr. Wint Thu f rom Myingyan,
Mandalay Division were arrested and
detained at the Special Branch (SB) of the
Police office at the foot of the Mandalay
hill, a source who is close to Dr. Wint Thu’s
family said.

Pol. Col. Thet Wei from Mandalay
Division SB along with 20 police personnel
arrested five activists including Dr. Wint Thu
without giving any reason, from their
homes on September 16. When their family
members learnt that they were being
detained at the Divisional SB office, they
went there and tried to meet them on
September 22 but they were not allowed
to do so.

“They are being held at the SB office.
Their family members went there but were
not allowed to meet them. No official came
out and met them. Only a young policeman
came out and told them that they could
leave the parcels if they wished but they
were not sure if these parcels would reach
their family members. So they decided not
to leave anything,” a source close to Dr.
Wint Thu’s family told Mizzima.

The authorities arrested Dr. Wint Thu,
Myo Han, Aung Myo Latt, Hla Myo Kyaw
a.k.a. ET, Yargyi a.k.a. Soe Yarzar Phyu
from their homes on September 16  at 3
a.m.

“About 20 police personnel in three
police vehicles surrounded our house and
asked about my brother. My elder brother
was not at home. Only my mother was at
home. When she asked them if they wanted
to arrest my brother they said no. They

just wanted to question him. My mother
asked them to come in the afternoon. They
said that the matter had come up a
moment before.  My brother visited the SB
office next morning when he heard about
his colleagues arrest,” Dr. Wint Thu’s
younger sister told Mizzima.

When Dr. Wint Thu heard about his
brother-in-law Kyi Win being arrested by
SB, he visited the SB office next morning.
He was arrested. After that Kyi Win was
released.

Dr. Wint Thu collected donation along
with likeminded friends for Cyclone Nargis
victims and donated tens of millions of
Kyats.

Moreover they took an active part in
the ‘White Campaign’ movement organized
by the National League for Democracy
(NLD), praying for the release of political
prisoners including Daw Aung San Suu Kyi
at the pagoda by wearing white clothes.
He and his colleagues were once mobbed
at the pagoda by junta backed USDA
members. And then about 200 people
encircled the USDA members from outside.
This incident was much talked about in
Myingyan.

“He could donate tens of millions of
Kyats to Nargis victims along with his
friends. They constructed buildings for eight
primary schools and paid salaries to about
30 teachers in these schools. I think he
was arrested for these activities,” Meiktila
Township NLD Secretary Myint Myint Aye
said.

Two days after Dr. Wint Thu and f our
other activists were arrested, another five
persons including Than Htike Aung from
No. 6 Ward, Myingyan were also picked
up.

Phoe Zaw

September 28  - Ambitious and well
heeled Burmese people, who might be in
search of a career in flying, can now apply
at a flying school in the Philippines by
paying 35,000 US dollars.

An official of the Myanmar Golden
Bridge Co. Ltd, in Rangoon’s Yakin
Suburban Township said they have linked
up with “The Cyclone Flying School” in
Lyzon City in Philippines, offering admission
to young Burmese people, who have
passed Matriculation, and are looking at a
career as a pilot.

“The applicants are required to have
healthy lungs as they will be flying at high
altitudes and should not be colour-blind.
We provide services linking the school and
provide pick-up to and f rom airports, and
paying the school fees,” said the company

official.
The training, which will be for seven

to ten months, will be conducted by former
Philippine pilots and will include theory and
200 hours of flying time as practical
training.

The official said, the total fee of US$
35,000 must be paid in three installments
but students are required to pay extra for
their food during the training, which is
estimated to be around US$ 5,000.

On completion of the training, students
will be ready to fly small planes and cargo
aircraft but would still require 1,500 hours
of flying time before they can fly big
aircraft.

But so far, the Myanmar Golden Bridge
Co. Ltd., which began operations in 2008,
has been able to send  only three students
to the pilot training course in the
Philippines.

Salai Pi Pi

September 25  – More Korean textile
industries are keen to invest in Burma with
the general elections due in 2010 in the
military ruled country.

Speaking to Mizzima, Mr. Lee Seung
Woo, a staff member of the Trade and
Marketing Team of The Korea Federation
of Textile Industries (KOFOTI) said that
Burma, where labour is cheap, will be one
of its options for further investments in the
textile industry in the future after it shifted
its interest from China to Southeast Asian
countries.

“The labour wages in Myanmar
[Burma] are cheaper than in Vietnam and
other ASEAN countries. That’s why we are
interested in Myanmar,” Mr. Lee said.

Korea has about 30 factories producing
garments in military ruled Burma where
the labour cost is no more than US dollar
35 a month.

However, Lee said, more investments
will be possible if there is democratization
in the country after the 2010 election.

“We are watching the political situation
in Burma. The more the democratization,
more investment will be made in Burma,”
he said.

In order to promote bilateral trade and
investment, KOFOTI has signed a
Memorandum of Understanding with the
Myanmar Garment Manufacturers
Association (MGMA) in Rangoon, the
former capital of Burma on September 10.

“We just concluded a MOU to promote
bilateral trade and investment,” Lee said,
“We would like to have more friendly
relations with Burma.”

While more companies are interested
in increasing their investments in Burma,
Lee said, Korean garment factory owners
complained about the difficulties in
importing machines for producing textiles
and the export tax imposed by the regime.

“They have a hard time doing
business. Especially in importing machines
for producing textiles and the export tax
imposed,” said Lee and added that the
Burmese regime collected 10 per cent as
export tax.

However, Myint Soe, Chairman of the
Myanmar Garment Manufacturers
Association (MGMA) said, he did not
acknowledge that Korean companies were
having a problem in importing machines
for manufacturing textile products.

Korean textile companies including Dae
Woo are currently exporting products to
Japan and some EU countries as it cannot
access the U.S. which is the largest textile
market in the world, said Lee.

Burma’s garment industry was hardly
hit by sanctions imposed by the U.S for
the country’s poor record of human rights
and its failure to implement political
reforms.

“If there is democratization in Myanmar
after the 2010 elections, the US is likely to
lift i ts sanctions,” Lee said.

Affluent Burmese can opt for career
as pilot

Arrested Nargis donors not allowed
to meet families

More Korean textile units keen to
invest in Burma

Kyaw Kha

October 5  - At least 500 villagers
belonging to nine villages in Phapun district
in Karen state in eastern Burma, bordering
Thailand, are suffering from a new but as
yet unidentified type of flu, according to
the back-pack medical team, which visited
the area and distributed medical supplies.

The strange disease, which began
infecting villagers since last month, has
spread among both adults and children,
the team said.

“The disease has infected over 500
people both adults and children. While we
have confirmed that it is flu, we are still
unable to determine what type it is. We
have sent samples to Mae Sod hospital in
Thailand for diagnosis but we are yet to
get the r esults,’ Manh Manh, Director of
the Thailand-based back- pack medical
team told Mizzima.

The Director said the symptoms of the
flu resemble A(H1N1) as patients had

running nose, cough and fever. Villagers
have panicked, and have been closing down
schools fearing that the flu will continue to
spread.

“Last year a similar problem occurred,
but it did not spread so fast. We have closed
schools from September 26 and 27,” Saw
Win Kyaw, in-charge of the Phapun district
back-pack team said.

The outbreak, notwithstanding, so far
medical assistance to the villagers has not
been provided by the authorities in Phapun
town, which is about 32 miles from the
village tracts. No roads exist for vehicles
to ply. The only communication is by foot
or by boat along the riv er.

According to Thiha Maung, Director of
the Thailand-based National Health and
Education Committee (NHEC), the villages
in Phapun district, during this time of the
year is cold and humid, and it helps the flu
spread, particularly among vulnerable
sections.

“We suggest whenever they cough or

Unidentified flu afflicts villagers in
eastern Burma

have a running nose handkerchiefs or
tissue papers be used. Hands should be
washed frequently. This should be adopted
as a habit,” Dr. Thiha Maung said.

Manh Manh said medical experts from
Mae Sod’s Mae Tao clinic plan to hold a
medical education training programme for
villagers in Phapun district to give them an
idea of basic medical care.



October 2009 Vol.7   No. 10

page 11

Inside Burma

September 22  – The Censor Board
has banned media coverage of the press
conference held by newly formed political
party, Democratic Party, Chairman, Thu
Wei and Win Naing and other news related
to pre-2010 elections in Burma.

The weekly journals are uncertain
about why the Censor Board unexpectedly
banned news of the press conference, held
by two veteran politicians, who are pro-
junta.

“We submitted this news to the Censor
Board on Saturday, to be publ ished in this
week’s issue. They censored this news so
that we had to replace it with another piece
of news,” a journal edi tor told Mizzima.

Although they do not know which
journals submitted this news to the Censor
Board and why the news was censored,
the journalists whom Mizzima interviewed
said that they knew about it.

A veteran journalist said that he had
himself decided not to cover this news. “I
found the news of Thu Wei and Win Naing
a little uncertain for the domestic media.
Then I decided not to cover this news for
fear of being censored. As I thought earl ier,
no journal was allowed to cover this news,”
he said.

This press conference was attended
by some domestic journalists; some
Burmese reporters from Rangoon-based
foreign media, a local military intelligence
unit, a special branch of police and USDA

members.
Three days after the press conference,

the Bahan Township authority summoned
these two politicians and warned them for
not taking prior approval from them for
holding this press conference, by saying
that they must take prior approval from
them for assembly of more than 5 people,
and had to sign on a bond.

This ban on the news of the press
conference created repercussions among
the domestic journalists, who are expecting
limited press freedom after the 2010
general elections.

“We expected that press freedom
would be curbed to some extent after the
2010 general elections and we could cover
news on movements of political parties
before the general election,” a domestic
journalist said.

“This news is also the news about the
pro-junta line followed by these politicians.
If they ban even such news, it seems the
domestic journalists must lay their hands-
off such political news in future,” he said.

However, another weekly journal edi tor
said that such a ban might be because of
the non-existence of election law till date.

“I think it is because the election law
has not yet been enacted and announced.
I think they would like to see such news
published only after the election law is
announced,” he said.

Phanida

September 18  – Reporter Eint Khaing
Oo and Editor Kyaw Kyaw Thant, arrested
for reporting about victims of Cyclone
Nargis, were among those freed from
Insein prison on Friday.

The Editor of the Weekly Eleven Journal
Kyaw Kyaw Thant (30) and reporter of the
Econvision Journal Eint Khaing Oo (24) were
charged with instigating riots and were
sentenced to two years in prison in 2008.

“We were released as part of the
amnesty. Ma Eint Khaing Oo is also among
the freed. We didn’t know in advance that
we would be released. We knew only at
about 10 a.m.,” Kyaw Kyaw Thant told
Mizzima.

Kyaw Kyaw Thant, who earned his
Bachelor of Engineering (Civil) from the
Rangoon Technical Institute (RIT ), was
charged under Section 505(b) of the Penal
Code, punishment for inducing disrespect
of the State and illegally crossing the
border under section 13 (a) of the
Immigration Act. He was sentenced to
seven years in prison.

Eint Khaing Oo was charged under

section 505(b) of the Penal Code and was
sentenced to two years in prison.

Kyaw Kyaw Thant is reportedly
suffering from a nerve disease and
headaches and is said to be in need of
urgent medical treatment. Despite being
banned from writing inside the prison, he
said he had used his brain as his pen and
paper to record his experiences in the
prison.

“We could read the state-run ‘New Light
of Myanmar’ in prison if we paid Kyat 4,000
per month. As for other journals, we could
read when our families brought them for
us. I always wrote in my mind though we
were not allowed to wri te in prison,” he
added.

Both the journalists were arrested
while covering news of 30 victims of
Cyclone Nargis, who marched to a UN
office in Rangoon to request for aid.

While in prison, Eint Khaing Oo became
the first recipient of the Kanji Nagai Press
Freedom Prize award, which was set up
by the Alicia Paterson Foundation (APF)
and Burma Media Association in memory
of the Japanese photojournalist Kanji
Nagai, killed by the Burmese Army while
cracking down on the September 2007
monk-led protests.

The award was given in Thailand on
21 February this year at the Burma Media
conference (BMC) and was accepted by a
journalist friend in exile on her behalf.

San Moe Wai, Secretary of the BMA
welcomed the amnesty to political
prisoners, including journalists Eint Khaing
Oo and Kyaw Kyaw Thant.

“We are happy and we welcome this
news. We will be happier if they release
all journalists and bloggers as they can
release even criminals. These journalists
are innocent and are not criminals,” he
said.

Burma on Thursday announced
amnesty for 7,114 prisoners from prisons
across the country.

Nem Davies

September 23  – As of now film and
video producers need prior permission
from artistes for the songs they use in their
productions, the Myanmar Music
Association has directed.

The new system is coming into vogue
to make artistes from film and music
industries familiar with the copyright rules
and make them understand the value of
the arts, the Myanmar Music Association
Joint General Secretary Maung Thit Min
said.

“People in Burma are not accustomed
to copyright issues. By implementing this
system, there will be no dispute in terms
of income sharing. Also they will respect
each other and understand the value of
the arts,” he said.

While seeking permission film and
video producers need to sign agreements
with all artistes such as song writers,
singers, sound engineers and music band
players.

“Some singers may not charge for their
songs. Only after getting all signatures of
the artistes, the music association will
endorse the agreement the next day or
else it wi ll take time for the endorsement,”
Maung Thit Min said.

The new regulation has been
implemented in tandem with the Myanmar
Music Association (Central) and the Film
Association. The new regulation comes
into effect from September 15.

The main beneficiaries of the music
industry are only some of the famous
singers and some famous music bands.
They are a minority in the music industry

but they grab the lion’s share. Song writers
get the least amount, famous song writer
and singer Saung Oo Hlaing told Mizzima.

“Famous singers can make at least
Kyat 1.5 million for a song if it becomes a
hit. Music band players also get their share
for each show. But song writers get money
on a one time basis,” he said.

Song writers can get only Kyat 300,000
for a background song in a film and Kyat
100,000 for a video film, it is learnt.

“We would not like to say we get less
or more. But song writers can get fees only
once when he hands over his song to either
the singer or music producer. I n the long
run, we need copy right laws. Only then
will the music industry flourish,” Saung Oo
Hlaing said.

Now Burmese authorities are drafting
the copyright law by referring to rules and
regulations of Switzerland’s Geneva based
‘World Intellectual Property Organization’
(WIPO). It is expected to be ready in 2013,
the music association said.

Mandalay City FM has been making
copyright payments to song writers,
singers, players and producers at the rate
of Kyat 1,200 per song per airtime since
September 2008.

Mandalay City FM compiled the list of
songs they used from September to
December last year with a chart mentioning
how many times it was used and sent it to
the ‘Collective Management Committee’
(CMM) and paid them.  It is learnt that they
will make similar payments every four
months.

Similarly the state-run TV channel
MRTV-4 has been paying honorarium this
year to artistes for their songs.

Junta bans weekly journals from pro-
election media coverage

Two journalists among freed prisoners

September 24  – Aung Tun, leader
of the All Burma Federation of Students
Union (ABFSU), who penned the history of
the ‘Burmese Student Movement’ was
released from Tharyawady prison in Pegu
Division on September 18 after serving a
prison term for over 11 years.

He is among the 7114 prisoners
granted amnesty by the military regime.

“He was arrested in 1998. Now he is
at his home,” the Thai based Association
of Assistance to Political Prisoners – Burma’
(AAPP-B) Secretary Teit Naing said.

Aung Tun was charged under section
5(j) of the Emergency Provisions Act and
sentenced to 17 years in prison on 17
February 1998 for compiling the 88-year
long history under the title ‘The history of
Burmese Students movement – 1903-
1991’. Section 5(j) is usually used against
political activists by the regime.

The 42-year old former Rangoon
Institute of Technology student Aung Tun
was a leader of RIT Student Union and took
part in student movements in 1988-99.

He served as a secretariat member of
ABFSU (Lower Burma) in 1990 April when
it was formed. And in 1990, he was elected
as secretariat member of ABFSU at its
conference held in Mandalay.

In the Mandalay conference, the line
of ‘rallying around the election winning

National League for Democracy (NLD)
party’ was adopted to help them convene
Parliament within 30 days. He was one of
the student leaders in this movement.

When ABFSU led the pre-Gandhi Hall
NLD movement in 1990, he led this
movement also. After the Gandhi Hall
Conference, he was arrested on 1
September along with other student
leaders and was sentenced to 5 years in
prison on 28 October that year.

After being released from prison, he
was readmitted and completed his study
at the RIT on 1997.

He then started compiling the book
‘The History of Student Movement in
Burma’.  He was arrested again in January
1998 for distribution of the book and was
sentenced to 17 years in prison.

The 700-page history book was
published by ABFSU Foreign Affairs
Committee in April 2007.

Aung Tun was awarded Hallman/
Hammett Grant in 1999. This award is
given to honour the politically oppressed
writers around the world.

Member countries of world writers club
‘International Pen’; Norway, Canberra and
Canada declared Aung Tun as an
honourary member of their organizations.

(Reported by Salai Han Thar San)

Student union history writer freed

Film, video producers to seek
permission for background music

   Eint Khaing Oo
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Inside Burma

Salai Pi Pi

September 29 –
Campaigners have called on
Australian companies to pull out
of Burma, as the military rulers
are benefitt ing from their
investments, helping prolong the
regime’s rule.

Zetty Brake, a spokesperson
of Burma Campaign Australia
(BCA), on Tuesday said they have
called on Australian companies
including Jetstar airline to drop
business deals in Burma.

Investment by Australian
companies’ is estimated to have
funded around US $ 2.8 billion to
the Burmese regime in revenue,
according to the BCA.

“With the revenue from
Australian companies, the regime
can fund 727 soldiers each year,”
Brake said.

The BCA on Monday urged
Jetstar airline to withdraw from
Burma as the revenue props up
the Burmese regime. Jetstar, in
partnership with the state-owned
Myanmar Airways International
(MAI) operates four flights per
week from Singapore to
Rangoon.

The BCA said Jetstar airline’s
tax payment to the department of
civil aviation under the Burmese
Transport Ministry is estimated to
be over US $ 170,000 per year.

Brake said, “This estimate
does not include the percentage
of profits Jetstar would have to
provide military-owned Myanmar
Airways International.”

But Jetstar’s chief executive,
Bruce Buchanan, in an interview
with the Australian newspaper,

Sydney Morning Herald, said the
airline was not paying ‘Blood
Money’ to the Burmese generals.

“ ‘Financially, it’s neither here
nor there if we continue to
operate the service. We’re quite
happy to pull out if we thought
that in any way we are doing a
bad thing by the people of
[Burma],” the paper quoted
Buchanan as saying.

“But whenever we look at it
and talk to the [aid] agencies that
are in there, they say it’s a good
thing … We are giving people
access to get out and get
education, aid agencies to get in
there, and people reconnecting
with f r iends and family,”
Buchanan added.

In a statement on Monday,
the BCA said Austral ian
companies such as Andaman
Teak Supplies Pty Ltd, Chevron,
Gecko’s Adventure, Jetstar, Lonely
Planet, Millers, Sri Asia Tourism
and Twinza Oil have business
interests in Burma and are
propping up the military junta.

“Twinza Oil Ltd’s project
alone will fund a quarter of
Burma’s military spending for the
next decade,” the statement said.

“In the interests of Burma
and its people we urge Jetstar
and other Australian companies
to pull out of Burma and put an
end to the blood money that they
are putting into the pockets of
Burmese dictatorship,” said
Brake.

Brake argued that doing
business in Burma only prolongs
military rule in the country by
funding the regime with critical
funds and resources it needs to
be in power.

Brake said if Australian
companies continue doing
business in Burma, the BCA would
put pressure on the Australian
government to impose targeted
investment and trade sanctions
against Burma and to outlaw any
business deals with the regime.

Jetstar and Twniza Oil Ltd on
Tuesday could not be reached for
comment.

Australian companies urged to withdraw
from Burma

Don Talenywun

September 29  - A
demolition operation by the Karen
National Liberation Army (KNLA),
an ethnic armed rebel group, has
destroyed a D6 Caterpil lar
bulldozer and a 20-tonne
excavator near the vi llage of Ta-
ah Tah in Karen State in Burma.

The special KNLA squad,
formed with soldiers of the Sixth
Brigade’s 201 and 103 battalions,
took the machines out with two
kilograms of TNT.

The depot is on the western
side of the southern reaches of
the Dawna Mountain Range, about
five days’ walk from the Burmese
border town of Myawaddy.

KNLA forward scouts
strapped the explosives under the
engines and detonated them at 1
am on September 21 with a
remote.

Sources said the machines
were used in mining and in
building the new military road by
the Democratic Karen Buddhist
Army, a group that br oke away
from the Karen National Union, the
political wing of the KNLA.

DKBA soldiers reportedly gave
chase after the explosions rocked

their depot.
The KNLA soldiers evaded

their pursuers, f rom the DKBA’s
907 Battalion, for more than two
hours, and then led them into a
claymore booby trap, killing two
and seriously injuring two others.

The D6 Caterpil lar was
estimated to be worth about
three million Thai Baht and the
excavator two million Baht. They
were the only two machines
stationed at the depot.

DKBA Battalion 907 was
instrumental in the offensive
against KNLA’s Seventh Brigade
during June and July this year that

forced more than 5,000 Karen
villagers across the Thai border.

Battalion 907 has since been
deployed to the Sixth Brigade
region.

The formation of a special
demolition squad specifically to
destroy the machines would
seem to be an extension of the
KNU Vice President David
Thackrabaw’s declaration earlier
this year that the KNLA had to start
operating “deep behind enemy
lines”.

The KNLA has endured
serious territorial losses in the
past 12 months.

KNLA demolishes DKBA’s bulldozer and
excavator

         DKBA army

Ni Moe Myint

September 25  – The National Unity Party (NUP) will contest

the 2010 election with new blood rather than elders, party Joint

Secretary Khin Maung Gyi said at a press conference this morning.
“It ’s time to induct f resh blood into our party. We will contest

the election with youths,” Khin Maung Gyi said at the 21st party
founding anniversary held at its headquarters on University

Avenue.

NUP has shortlisted 500 youths across the country who will
contest in about 300 constituencies.

But Khin Maung Gyi did not disclose what role the elder leaders
will play.

“The Divisional Party Committees concerned will decide
which constituencies and townships they would contest. But we

can say we will mainly contest in townships in proper Burma

(plain areas) rather than in areas inhabited by ethnic nationalities,”
a CEC member and political movement committee secretary

Thein Tun said.
Among the 10 registered political parties, like the main

opposition NLD, NUP has branch offices across the country, but i t

has been silenced for the last two decades.
After the 1988 popular uprising, late dictator Ne Win’s ‘Burma

Socialist Programme Party’ was transformed to NUP.
Thein Tun claimed that they had thr ee million party

sympathisers who would vote in the election for their party which
believed in the Burmese way to Socialism.

“The official party membership was 550,000 when political

parties were banned from doing party organizational work in
1992 by the government. Now these new forces are being

organized as our core force. We can issue party membership
cards to these people only when the election law is announced,”

Thein Tun said.

When asked to comment on the 2008 constitution,  which is
largely controversial among the international community, former

Trade Minister Khin Maung Gyi replied, “We have no comment
on the constitution as it has been approved by over 90 per cent

of ‘YES’ votes. The constitution has an essential and important
role in all countries”.

He also said that they would forge an alliance with any party,

which wanted it if they had the same policy and attitude as that
of the NUP.

The parties formed in the pre-2010 election period are the
Democratic Party led by U Thu Wei, Independent Candidates

Network, Union Democratic Alliance led by veteran ethnic Shan
politician U Shwe Ohn, some Third Force organizations, Kachin

State Progressive Party, and ceasefire New Mon Land Party.

The military regime has announced the election would be
held in 2010 and under the controversial constitution there would

be 498 constituencies in Burma.
But the NLD, which won a landslide victory in the 1990

elections, but were not allowed to form the government and is

still banned from undertaking party activities, demanded the
regime make amendments in the constitution.

NUP to contest election with
fresh blood


